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PREFACE. 



On the 14th of August, 1816, the Hon. Charles Leonard Irby and 
James Mangles, Commanders in the Royal Navy, left England, with 
the intention of making a tour on the Continent. This journey they 
were led to extend far beyond the original design. Curiosity at first, 
and an increasing admiration of antiquities as they advanced, carried 
them at length through several parts of the Levant, which have been 
little visited by modem travellers, and gave them more than four years 
of continued employment. 

Soon after their return to England, in the end of the year 1820, they 
were induced to transcribe a selection of the letters which they had 
addressed during their absence to their families in England, as the most 
convenient mode of satisfying the inquiries of numerous friends. 

A limited Edition, for private circulation only, was in consequence 
printed : this was so well received, and the copies were in such request, 
that Mr. Murray has been solicited, as a small mark of the friendship 
and esteem of the writers, kindly to accept the copyright, and further 
to oblige them by giving the book publicity in the more popular form 
of his Colonial and Home Library. 

March f 1844. 
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CHAPTER I. 

TOUR IN EGYPT AND NUBIA. 

Our Party and its objects— Departure from Phile— Our Boat's Crew— Baradenic Buildings- 
Supposed Boundary between Egypt and Nubia— Kalapsche— Its Temple— We are taken 
for Physicians— Mr. Belzoni bitten by a Water Lizard— Arrival near KoroskoflF— Offidena 
— Arrival at Derry — Nubian Dance - Attempted impositions on the part of our Crew— Pass 
Ibrim— Researehee of former Travellers— Abou-Simbel— The Dongola Caravan— The 
Mockatem Mountains — Ruins near Farras— Crocodiles— Torpedo— Camelions— Arrival at 
the second Cataract— Description of the Cataract —Elpha -Further troubles with our 
Crew— Abou-Simbel— The small Temple— Message from the Cashiefs— Arrival of the 
Cashiefs — ^We wait uponthem— Presents -Offence taken by Halleel— We engage Labour- 
ers-Proceed to the large Temple— Description of the Front— Commence operations— 
Are abandoned by the Natives— We continue our Labours — The Darfur Caravan — Inter- 
ruption trom Mahommed and All Cashief— Arrival of a Mameluke — The Natives refuse to 
suppl^ us with Provisions — ^We succeed in reaching the Door of the Temple. 



•TOWARDS the end of May, 1817, 
we joined company at Phike with 
Messrs. Beecheyand Belzoni, who were 
about to proceed up the Nile. The prin- 
cipal object of this expedition, which 
was undertaken at the desire of Mr. 
Salt, was to endeavour to open the great 
tempie at Abou-Simbel, which Mr. Bel- 
zoni, who wjis that gentleman's agent, 
bad attempted the preceding year. 
The whole face of the temple, as high 
as the heads of the statues which are 
in front of it, was buried in the sand 
which had been blown from the desert. 
This sand, in the course of time, had 
accumulated to such a degree, as not 
only to fill up the whole of the valley, 
but also to form a mountain, sloping 
from the front of the temple for 200 
or 300 yards towards the banks of 
the Nile. From all external appear- 
ance it is probable this temple, which 
is hewn out of the solid rock, had 
been shut for very many centuries, 
perhaps for more than 2000 ^ears ; 



and in that case, if it had not suffered 
too much in the general pillage and 
destruction which all the sacred edi- 
fices underwent at the conquest of 
Egj'pt, by Cambyses and other subse- 
quent princes, it was hoped that some- 
thing interesting to the antiquary 
might be discovered. 

We considered it a fortunate cir- 
cumstance for us to have an opportu- 
nity of joining in so interesting an 
undertaking. It is advisable that tra- 
vellers should be both numerous and 
well armed in Nubia ; our party was 
now a tolerably strong one, as includ- 
ing Mr. Beechey's Greek servant, an 
Arab cook, and a janissary, it con- 
sisted of seven persons. We could only 
add one solitary musket to a pretty 
good stock of arms of every descrip- 
tion which Mr. Beechey had with him. 
We hired a boat at a village situated 
on a point amidst a cluster of date- 
trees which bounds the view of the 
river from Phiise to the southward. 
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The crew consisted of five men, includ- 
ing the reis or captain, and three 
boys : three of the men and the reis 
were brothers, and the fifth was their 
brother-in-law. This latter was dressed 
in a blue shirt, from which circum- 
stance we niclcnamed him the " blue 
devil ;" his real name was Hassan ; 
he will be by and by a conspicuous 
character in this narrative. The boys 
were sons of some one or other of the 
crew, and the boat they said belonged 
to the father of them all, an old man 
who wore a green turban, as a de- 
scendant of the Prophet. 

In the afternoon of the 1 6th of June, 
we started with a fine fair wind, having 
first settled a quarrel between two of 
our crew, in which one of them was 
cut through the calf of the leg, to the 
bone. Our agreement with the reis 
was for 160 piastres per month, 4/. 
sterling ; and at the end of the voyage, 
if they behaved well, a backsheeish or 
present was promised, a stipulation 
which always forms part of similar 
bargains in this country. It was 
expressly understood that the crew 
should find their own provisions. As 
we advanced upwards, the saud hills 
filling up the cavities between the 
black granite rocks presented a most 
remarkable appearance ; the surface 
in many places was quite fine and 
smooth, reminding one, with the excep- 
tion of the difference of colour, of 
some of the scenery in Switzerland, 
"where the snow before it cracks, and 
after it has been drifted fine, presents 
just such an appearance. The moun- 
tains here close in upon the river, and 
we looked in vain for that rich plain 
which, in Egypt, is every where to be 
seen on the banks of the Nile. On the 
heights, as we proceeded, we saw seve- 
ral Saracenic buildings placed in most 
picturesque situations ; they tend very 
much to set off this wild species of 
scenery ; we observed also, throughout 
Nubia, numerous piles of stones placed 
oil the most elevated and conspicuous 
parts of the mountains, to indicate the 
vicinity of the Nile to the caravans 
from the interior of Africa. 

Half a day's sail from Philse brought 
ua to the end of the granite rocks^ 



which now gave place to those of cal- 
careous stone, though on the river 
side, in most instances, their exterior 
still retains a black colour and a polish. 
The vein of red granite, which begins 
below Assuan, and extends beyond 
Philse, is supposed to continue in an 
easterly direction till it reaches the 
shores of the Red Sea, keeping, nearly 
throughout, the same breadth; the 
observations which we made on our 
trips into the desert from Assuaji 
tended to confirm this opinion. 

On the afternoon of the 17th, we 
came to a place where the mountains 
close in upon the river in a very abrupt 
manner, leaving no level land on the 
banks ; the hills at the same time pre- 
sented some very grand scenery. This 
by some travellers is termed the boun- 
dary between Egypt and Nubia, though 
I should be inclined to agree with the 
French, that the first cataract is a 
more natui*al limit to the two coun- 
tries ; as, immediately above Assuan, 
you perceive not only a country quite 
different from that below, but even 
natives of a character and colour in 
no way resembling the Egyptians, dif- 
ferently clothed, and speaking another 
language. 

This evening we arrived at Kalap^ 
sche, and as we had to wait some time 
while our janissary was buying provi- 
sions, we went up to inspect the temple, 
though we had agreed not to visit the 
antiquities until we returned from the 
second cataract. The ruins of this 
edifice are large and magnificent, but 
it has never been finished : it consists 
of a large peristyle hall, (most of the 
columns of which have fallen, and 
many are unfinished,) two chambers, 
and a sanctuary. The exterior walls 
are smooth, the sculpture not having 
even been commenced, and in the inte- 
rior it is not finished, there being in 
no instance either stucco or painting. 
There has been first a quay on the 
river's side, and then a flight of steps 
as an approach to the temple. The 
outer hall had several Greek inscrip- 
tions in it, some of them in tolerable 
perfection. 

In the evening, before we stopped, 
we passed two crocodiles ; they were 
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on a shoal in the middle of the Nile, 
and retired hefore we got near them : 
they were the first we had seen since 
we left PhilsD ; indeed they are never 
met with near that island. On the 
19th a foul wind obliged us to stop, 
when an old man came to beg medi- 
cine, thinking we were hackim, or 
physicians, a stirange notion which all 
barbarous nations have respecting 
Europeans : we gave him some advice, 
though we declined any pretensions to 
the title he had given us. Bruce, in 
making himself ac<][uainted with the 
rudiments of physic, showed how well 
he judged of the proper mode of tra- 
velling in these countries; and his 
narrative proves how much he bene- 
fited by this knowledge. Our denial 
of all knowledge of physic met with 
little belief among the natives; and to 
induce us to give them assistance, they 
offered us two fowls for any aid we 
would render to their patients. On 
the 20th we saw a camel swinmiing 
across the river ; one man swam before 
with a halter in his mouth, leading the 
animal, another followed behiu^. 

June 21. — We this day observed, 
immediately opposite Duckie, two lads 
crossing the river which is here toler- 
ably wide, and pushing and towing a 
laden reed raft. 

On the twenty-second observed the 
purple acacia ; it bears some resem- 
blance to a shrdb, and is evidently a 
dwarf species of the mimosa ; never 
attaining a height beyond a foot or 
fifteen inches ; excepting in colour, 
the flower is like the yellow acacia. 
On the twenty-third our crew killed a 
snake that was basking on the river 
side ; it was gray, with two black 
marks below its head. It was curious 
to see the precautious they used before 
ibey would surprise this reptile, which 
they represented as poisonous, though 
1 did not believe it was so. We had 
tiiis morning a regular wild-goose 
chase after an old one and four young 
ones ; the crew jumped overboard and 
caught them all, though with some 
difficulty. I mention this merely to 
give some idea how expert these peo- 
ple are in the water ; they may almost 
be said to be amphibious. 



June 24. — This morning we were 
opposite Koroskoff ; we purchased a 
sheep for nine piastres, but were 
obliged to send the money before they 
would even show the animal ; we re- 
monstrated much against this curious 
method of making a bargain, but no- 
thing would induce them to change 
their plan. We this day saw the cali- 
bash growing wild on creepers up the 
acacia-trees on the river side. Our 
crew got three very good ones. The 
boys also found a sort of wild currant 
growing close to the water side ; we 
tasted some, and thought them not 
unlike the bleaberry, though not 
shaped lik«them, being round ; in size 
and colour they are alike. 

Our custom was always to bathe 
morning and evening, frequently oft- 
ener. This evening, while at this re- 
creation, Mr. Belzoni was bitten in the 
foot, which caused him to cry out 
somewhat loudly for assistance. Next 
morning he was bitten again, in the 
same place ; this last bite fetched 
blood, taking a piece out of the toe. 
Mr. Belzoni plainly felt something 
twisting round his leg ; we all agree 
in thinking it must have been a water 
lizard. The other day a man hailed 
us and asked " if we would buy a spy- 
glass ;" he said he was a native of 
Senaar. We thought it must be the 
property of some European who had 
been robbed, and therefore told him 
we would see it first, upon which ho 
came into the boat, that we might 
carry him to the village where it was 
(about four hours* sail above) ; how- 
ever, on arriving there he walked off, 
and we never heard again either of 
him or his glass — the fact is, he wanted 
a passage, and we gave him credit for 
so cunning a method of getting one. 

June 25. — We this day arrived near 
Koroskoff, at the place where the river 
reaches the southernmost point, before 
the beginning of the second cataract ; 
for the river here turns due north, 
and continues in that direction between 
ten and fifteen miles ; after which it 
becomes S. W. and then west to the 
second cataract. The Nile here as- 
sumes a picturesque appearance, hav- 
ing several islands and rocks in the 
B 2 
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centre of it. In the evening our janis- 
sary shot a wild-goose ; its plumage 
was beautiful, and its taste exceedingly 
good, though v/e had not the means of 
cooking it in a very savoury manner. 

June 26. — Observed the Nile to have 
fallen about 1^ foot. It is now twenty- 
two days since it began to rise. It is 
already above the cataract of Syene 
(Assuan). 

Jiine 27. — We this day saw two 
crocodiles ; our men requested us to 
fire some muskets to frighten them 
away, but were not afraid of towing 
the bark in the water close to the bank 
where we observed them. I think, 
from what we have noticed of these 
animals, that it is very seldom, if ever, 
they attack people. This morning a 
man on horseback came down to the 
river side, and said he was sent by 
Halleel Cashief with salam alicams 
(compliments) : he, however, seemed 
chiefly intent upon getting something 
for himself ; and, in a moment, enu- 
merated several articles which, he 
requested us to give him ; such as 
coffee, snuff, gunpowder, salt, &c. ; we 
told him we had none to spare, as we 
reserve those articles for Hassan Ca- 
shief, the chief person in this country, 
and whose favour it is necessary to 
gain by presents, in order to get per- 
mission to open the temple at Abou- 
Simbel. That chief has pledged his 
word to Mr. Belzoni, that none but 
the English should be allowed to work 
there, on condition that he, Hassan, is 
to have half the gold that was found 
in it: for these people have no idea 
that our researches for antiquities in 
this country have any other object 
than to get treasure ; and they laugh 
when we tell them we are looking for 
stone statues, and slabs with inscrip- 
tions on them. They cannot conceive 
what motive can induce us to come 
such a distance, and expend three or 
four thousand piastres to clear away 
an accumulated mass of sand, for no 
other purpose than to find some gra- 
nite figures. 

We now observed the water to be 
exceedingly muddy, and of a reddish 
yellow colour. We stopped a short 
time at Offidena with a view of pur- 



chasing a statue ; but after much 
prevarication, we could not even get 
a look at it. The natives of this place 
are both handsome and well made, a 
circumstance very rare in Nubia ; 
their complexion, however, was un- 
usually dark. In the evening we ar- 
rived at Derry, and sent word to 
Daoud and Halleel Cashief, the two 
sons of Hassan, (who, most unfortu- 
nately for us, was at Dongola, and by 
whose absence we lost the friendship 
and assistance of the only honest man 
in the country,) that we were going up 
to open the temple at Abou-Simbel,aiid 
would thank them to send orders for 
us to be permitted to work ; adding, 
at the same time, that we would wait 
on them and pay our respects on our 
return. While waiting there we had 
a specimen of Nubian dancing ; about 
twelve lads assisted ; the music con- 
sisted only in clapping the hands, in 
the doing of which they kept very good 
time. I cannot say much for the 
elegance or gracefulness of the dance, 
as it was nothing more than lifting 
up the right foot and stamping it down 
again, then rishig up on the left foot 
by the spring of the instep, and after- 
wards letting the feet rest on the flat 
sole. This was done for a backsheeish 
which we gave them. We also gave 
the reis and crew a backsheeish of ten 
piastres, but they said it was not 
enough, so we added another five. At 
night, when we stopped, the reis came 
to us to say that we were two parties, 
and therefore should by rights pay 
double the money we had agreed to 
give for the boat. They also com- 
plained that we had not given sufficient 
to the crew to eat ; that Jacques (an 
agent of Mr. Drovetti, a Frenchman 
living in this country, and who hired 
the boat not long before us,) always 
gave them one-third of his coffee, meat, 
bread, and every think that he had ; 
in short, they imagined that up here 
we were at their mercy. Now, as we 
had regularly fed them, and given 
them coffee without stint every day, we 
thought it time to come to an under- 
standing, and therefore told them thac 
the boat was at our disposal, and that 
it was no affair of theirs if we had two 
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or five different parties ; and with re- 
gard to food, that as they were not 
contented with what we had given 
them spontaneously, they should have 
nothing. We have no doubt but our 
janissary and the Greek servant put 
them up to this request, as the soldier 
took a poor oowardly part, and urged 
that as we were in a savage country, 
we had better temporize with them 
till we were on our return, thus show- 
ing of how little use these fellows are 
to protect travellers. 

June 28. — Passed Ibrim, situated 
on a rude but picturesque hill of a 
conical shape, and of barren calca- 
reous stone. There is not now a single 
inhabitant to be seen, and it presents 
a sad picture of ruin and desolation. 
Mr. Legh, in his recent publication, 
(a few extracts from which we have 
seen in the Quarterly Review for 
February last) says **this town was 
destroyed by the Mamelukes.'* It was 
the extent or limit of his voyage 
in Nubia. He travelled in 1813. 
Mr. Bankes, it appears, was the first 
Englishman who ever succeeded in 
gaining the second cataract : he tra- 
velled in 1815. I fancy he took much 
about the same tour in Syria that we 
mean to take, though we have not as 
yet seen his journey traced out In 
1816, Mr. Drovetti, the ci-devant 
French consul in Egypt, succeeded in 
reaching the second cataract, together 
with his two agents, Rifaud and Cail- 
liaud ; these travellers, together with 
Sheikh Ibrahim (a real friend of ours) 
and Mr. Belzoni, are the only persons 
that have reached thus tar. Mr. Bel- 
zoni had his wife with him in man's 
clothes. Poor Norden, who travelled 
eighty years ago, could only reach 
Derry. His Nubian trip is interesting, 
though not very instructive. Denon 
went no higher than Philse ; and 
Pocock only reached that isle. On the 
tops of the hills near Ibrim, we re- 
marked many conical hillocks, as 
marks to direct the Dongola caravans. 
This evening we saw a crocodile sleep- 
ing on the sand a considerable way up. 
We were within twenty yards of him, 
but as none of our muskets were 
loaded with ball we did not fire ; we^ 



however, made a noise to awaken him, 
when he rushed into the water with 
his mouth open, looking very savage. 
He Mras about fifteen feet long. 

June 29. — We arrived at Abon- 
Simbel, and unfortunately found that 
Hassan Cashief was absent ; we sent 
again to Derry, to Daoud and Hal- 
leel, for leave to begin to open the 
temple when we returned from the 
second cataract. The banks of the 
river between Ibrim and Abou-^Simbel 
are beautifully spread over with the 
yellow and purple acacia, forming 
thick hedges, which have a very pleas- 
ing effect ; a species of the tamaiisk 
is also common here. This is the 
plant that produces the gum arable, 
which is brought in great quantities 
from the interior of Africa in the vici- 
nity of Darfur. The seeds of the aca- 
cia form also a lucrative branch of 
trade, being sent in the first instance 
to Cairo, and then shipped for Europe, 
where they are used for tanning. The 
water is now become exceedingly thick, 
itis not,however,unplea8antto the taste. 
June 30. — While we were at Abou- 
Simbel, the Dongola caravan passed ; 
it was preceded by about fifty camels, 
carrying provisions, &c. The conduc- 
tors were armed with swords, daggers, 
and spears. They wore sandals to 
preserve the soles of their feet from 
the burning sand, which we now feel 
most sensibly, being obliged to stop 
every now and then to pour it out of 
our shoes. These sandals are much 
like those worn by the ancient Egyp- 
tians, and which ai*e often found on 
the feet of the mummies. 

The range of the Mockatem moun- 
tains terminate nearly opposite Abou- 
Simbel in a remarkable manner, in a 
considerable number of pyramidal 
hills rising up from the sand, and 
having the appearance of a gigantic 
camp ; some of the hills are oblong, 
and in the form of marquees : others 
are so perffectly pyramidal, that it is 
difficult to divest one's-self of the idea 
that they are the work of meo's hands. 
Julp 1. — Stopped opposite the vil- 
lage of Fan*as. We here examined 
the site of a large Nubian city, and 
amongst the modem stone buUdinga 
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of the Arabs found several remnants 
of temples, with hieroglyphics. In one 
was a beautiful cornice and a frieze, 
with the winged globe highly finished. 
The natives showed us some Greek 
and Roman ornaments, such as the 
spread eagle, ornamental cross, &c. 
Near the village are some fragments 
of a temple, consisting of several 
broken pieces of red granite pillars, 
also some small ones of beautiful white 
marble. From the appearance of these 
ruins, the fineness of the situation, and 
the rich plain of cultivated land near 
it, I think this must once have been a 
populous and flourishing city, in the 
time of the Greeks and Romans, as 
well as the Egyptians. Close to the 
ruins there is a natural rock standing 
by itself, with a doorway leading to a 
very small recess or chamber, in which 
are two Egyptian figures, in intaglio, 
on the wall : one is a man, the other 
a woman with the lotus flower in her 
hand. There is a double row of hiero- 
glyphics near the inner figure, and a 
niche at the further end of the cham- 
ber about four feet square. 

We bathed this morning opposite a 
viUage, and on a sand-ba<ik in front of 
us, at not more than a musket- shot 
distant, we observed two crocodiles 
(timsah in Arabic). As soon as we 
went into the water they both walked 
into the river, to all appearance from 
fear, for they are certainly both shy 
and timid, and, I suspect, will only 
attack a single person ; nor then, 
unless they can surprise him in the 
water, and off his guard. We saw no 
more of thesb two, but, at noon, we 
saw another swimming with his nose 
just out of the water. We also 
observed a pretty large water-lizard, 
and a small black water-snake. To-day 
the sand-hills have assum\ed a fine 
green appearance, being covered here 
and there with tamarisk. This ver- 
dure, contrasted with the dark yellow 
sand, forms a pleasing 'diversity of 
colour. In the evening, while towing 
the boat, our sailors found a torpedo 
on the very brink of the river, appa- 
rently asleep. It was curious to 
observe their caution and timidity in 
approaching it; they, however^ suc- 



ceeded in sticking one of their daggers 
in his head, and by that means hauled 
it on shore. Our Egyptian crew had 
done the same near Beni Hassan. "We 
got it on board, and, though nearly 
dead, it sensibly affected my arm in 
laying hold of it. I felt a double shock 
up the arm near the elbow. It m as 
about two feet long ; had very small 
eyes. The belly and top of the back 
white ; one dorsal fin, and the sides, 
were coloured dark brown with black 
spots ; it had no scales. Our sailors 
in Egypt ate the one they caught, but 
the present crew would not touch this, 
even when dead, and consequently 
harmless, much less eat it. They all 
told us we avoided the shock by utter- 
ing a charm, or using some magic 
influence. This day one of the boys 
of our crew brought on board a came- 
lion. He caught it in an acacia 
(called in Nubia the soont) tree, which 
they affect more than the date, or any 
other tree in this country. On coming 
on board, it hissed and shewed symp- 
toms of anger, evincing at the same 
time a great desire to make its escape. 
It was then of a dirty green colour, 
with dark spots, and whenever it was 
approached it turned to a dusky brown, 
inflating itself at the same time. I 
conclude that one hue is the effect of 
fear, and the other of indifference. We 
had subsequently eight of these ani. 
mals on board ; some of them became 
so tame, that when the flies annoyed 
us we had only to take one of the 
camelions in our hand, and place it 
near the flies, and it would catch them 
with its long tongue in great numbers. 

Julf/ 1. — In the evening we arrived 
at Farras, when two natives, with the 
men servants of Hassan Cashief,came 
to us, and we made a bargain with 
them to procure asses and camels to 
go above the second cataract. One of 
these remained in the boat, and the 
other promised to meet us at Elpha 
on the morrow with the animals. 
Elpha is opposite the second cataract, 
and is the last habitable place to which 
the Nubian boats ascend. 

July 2. — Arrived at the second ca- 
taract, and perceiving we should have 
a long distance to walk to the elevated 
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point from whence the finest view of it is 
obtained, we requested the reis to take 
us higher up the river, in order to 
shorten the walk, but all the boatmen 
persisted that it was impracticable for 
the boat to go higher on account of the 
rocks ; they offered, however, to take us 
if we would first go over to Elpha, on 
the opposite side of the river, and land 
all our effects, and then return again. 
We required the reason of this odd pro- 
position, when they said that they were 
apprehensive of thieves on that side of 
the river. We did not however like the 
scheme, and therefore refused to do so, 
urging them to advance higher up, as 
we plainly perceived we might go a 
good league farther without the leafiit 
risk, but nothing would induce them 
to consent. In the mean time another 
boat arrived, and we perceived that our 
reis and his sailors were in league with 
the men of the other boat, to force us 
to take their bark ; but we determined 
to walk rather than submit to this im- 
position, as Uie new comers wanted a 
high price, and accordingly we set out. 
The sand was deep and the sun very 
hot, so that we soon found that walking 
in the desert is no joke : our trip oc- 
cupied us about two hours, from one 
o'clock to three, the hottest part of the 
day. On the road we found innumer- 
able tracts of the gazelle and other 
animals ; we saw seven of the former 
in one group, and -three in another. 
They were not so tunid as we expected, 
and stopped to gaze on us with their 
ears cocked up like deer in a park : 
their colour is brown, not much unlike 
the sand, and when they are in a val- 
ley it is difficult to perceive them. We 
were not more than two musket- shots 
distant from the thr^e we first saw. 
When running, they are wonderfully 
light and nimble, and while on the 
rocky parts bounded with great agility. 
The spot from whence we surveyed 
the cataract was a projecting cUff, 
about 200 feet high, with a perpen- 
dicular precipice down to the river 
side ; from this place, which is on the 
we>stem bank, you look down on the 
cataract to great advantage ; it pre- 
sents a fine coup d*ceil s the river here 
ranA£.N.£. andW.&W. In Ame- 



rica this would be called ** a rapid,** 
there being no direct fall, only an im- 
mense cluster of innumerable black 
rocks, with the Nile running in all 
directions with great rapidity, and 
much noise between them ; they fill 
up the whole breadth of the river, 
which may be about two miles wide, 
and they extend as far as the eye can 
reach, altogether making a space of 
about ten miles of rapids: three below 
the rock on which we stood, and seven 
above. The scenery here is remark- 
ably wild, there being no human habi- 
tation visible, excepting a fisherman's 
hut on one of the islands, and the vil- 
lage of Elpha on the opposite side of 
the river, in the distance; some of the 
rocks have beds of yellow sand on 
them, and most of the islands have 
small trees and shrubs growing in the 
crevices : the verdure of these, con- 
trasted with the sand and black rocks, 
produces a fine effect. In front, and 
on both sides, the view is bounded by 
the desert ; to the southward are the 
tops of two high mountains rearing 
their heads above the hills, and ap- 
parently seventy or eighty miles dis- 
tant. The western bank of the river 
is richly covered with trees and shrubs, 
and it is curious to observe, imme- 
diately beyond this green margin, the 
barren desert, without the least vestige 
of verdure. Having bathed and dined 
on bread and cheese, we set out on our 
return to the bark, our guides urging 
us to be quick, lest we should be be- 
nighted ; they said the serpents and 
other venomous reptiles always came 
down by night to drink, and they were 
apprehensive that we should tread on 
them ; they also said we should meet 
robbers at night : these people have a 
remarkable aversion to being in the 
dark. I remember, when at Dendera, 
our servant, an Arab, hurried off and 
left us behind, when he thought we 
should be late in returning to our boat; 
and whenever our lights have gone 
out in a tomb or temple, the Arabs 
have always clapped their hands, and 
made a noise to keep their spirits wj^ 
till the light returned. In the even- 
ing, after dark, we reached the boat, 
July 3. — In the morning at daylight 
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we crossed over to Elpha, the way to 
which place leads through several in- 
tricate passages, amongst rocks and 
shoals, where the current runs with 
great rapidity. In one part we were 
obliged to pass close under a high bluff, 
with some ruined houses on it : it was 
not necessary to pass through this 
intricate passage, our boatmen took it 
when we were all asleep, and we only 
perceived our situation on awaking at 
Elpha. We here found that neither 
asses nor camels had arrived to take us 
up to the temple, the reason assigned 
for this was, that the price agreed 
on the day before, at three piastres for 
each animal was not enough, though 
the person who made the agreement 
was there. We now endeavoured to 
procure beasts of the inhabitants, but 
they haggled so much about the price 
that we could make nothing of them. 
While this was going on, our crew, 
reis and all, took their clothes, arms, 
and effects out of the boat, and walked 
off to a sackei/,* about 20 yards* dis- 
tance, on the banks of the river : here 
they squatted down amongst a con- 
siderable number of natives ; we had 
not taken notice of this proceeding, as 
their clothes, &c. were all kept abaft, 
behind the end of our cabin. When 
we could not agree for the asses, &c., 
we said we did not want tbem, and 
would go back to Abou-Simbel ; with 
this intention we called the reis, and 
desired him to get the bark ready to 
return, but received an immediate 
answer that " neither he nor his crew 
would come." When we sent to know 
the reason of their refusal, they re- 
plied, that we must give them more 
money for the boat before they would 
come on board : they also said that we 
bad never fed them, nor had we given 
them backsheeish, and when we re- 
mmded them of what they had received 
at Deny , they said that was nothing. 

We now threatened to go off with 
the boat, and for that purpose rigged 
the oars across, but the wind being 
strong against us, we did not get under 
weigh. When the oars were ready we 

« Sackey is the Persian wheel with which 
they raise water from the river ; it is described 
by Burdihardt, I>^orden, and other travellers. 



sent word to the crew to come, but 
they replied that they would not ; that 
we might buy the boat if we chose, but 
that they would not navigate her : at 
the same time they said that they were 
people who did not value their lives a 
pigeon, and would take ours for half a 
one. While all this was passing, we 
observed the natives assembling in 
every direction, armed with spears, 
swon]s, and daggers ; every minute 
they were arriving from all quarters 
on asses, and always going to the ren- 
dezvous under the sackey, where our 
vile crew had it in their power to tell 
any falsehoods against us without our 
being able to coiS'ute them, as neither 
our Arab cook, the Greek servant, or 
janissary understood the Barbarin lan- 
guage. Several of the Barbarins now 
came to see what arms we had, and 
appeared to take an exact account of 
everything in the shape of a weapon ; 
for seeing affairs in this posture, we 
had prepared for the worst, and laid 
out all our arms in readiness, with 
which, fortunately, we were well pro- 
vided. After a little time a message 
came from the crew that they wanted 
money ; we sent them word that they 
must first come and do their duty; 
that as soon as the boat was off from 
this place, they should have a back- 
sheeish, but not one para till they bad 
done their duty. They now sent word 
that we had absolutely starved them, 
which was no doubt what they told 
the natives ; they also informed us, 
that at this very place they had 
beaten Jacques Rifaud during his 
last voyage, and that it was done in 
the presence of the sheikh of the 
place, and all the natives ; and that 
they had made him pay iifty pias- 
tres for the stick they had broken 
over his head. At Derry they had 
talked to us about his generosity. At 
this moment several of the natives 
came down demanding backsheeish, 
backsheeish, in a threatening manner. 
We asked iJie reason why we should 
give them money I They replied, for 
seeing the catan&ct, and coming into 
their country. A loaded musket was 
now pointed at them, and they were 
asked if they wanted money by force 
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or good means ; on which they retired, 
sayinf5 la, la, la, no, no, no, evidently 
not liking the sight of fire-arms. We 
now told them, tiiat if we had seen the 
cataract without paying, so they had 
seen us without giving us anything as 
a recompense, though we were as novel 
a sight to them as their cataract was 
to us, and therefore we were quits. 

Some of the most impudent now 
came down, and on being refused 
money said we should wait where we 
were till the high Nile : that we should 
neither go upward or downward, laugh- 
ing and hooting at the same time ; our 
viSanons crew all this while sitting 
under the sackey, and enjoying the 
storm they had raised against us. To 
all their threats we constantly replied, 
that we were well armed, were deter- 
mined not to be robbed, and that 
should they come to extremities, we 
would certainly make good use of our 
fire-arms, which we took care they 
should all see were pretty numerous 
and loaded. The asses were now 
brought, and the people endeavoured 
to persuade us to go off to the temple, 
evidently in the hope of plundering the 
boat when we were gone. We saw 
through this trick, and positively re- 
fused to go. We also told the natives, 
that though we were few in number, 
we had the iirman of the pasha, and 
that any violence offered to us would 
be sure to be well punished. Those 
who had brought the asses now asked 
some remuneration for their trouble, as 
we had refused to hire them. This we 
thought reasonable ; and, to draw off 
their attention, (for there were about 
forty of them), we gave eight piastres 
to be divided amongst the claimants. 
The division of this money turned 
affairs very much in our favour ; for 
they began to quarrel amongst one 
another immediately. 

The crew now thinking that they 
should get nothing for themselves, sent 
a messenger, while the natives were 
disputing about the division of the eight 
piastres, to say they would come and 
prepare the boat provided they had the 
backsheeish. We repeated our terms, 
that they should have a present when 
they did their duty. Seeing they could 



not stir up the natives to any acts of 
violence, they returned to the boat, all 
armed, having their daggers fastened 
to the left arm above the elbow joint, 
the manner in which all the Nubians 
wear that weapon. As soon as the 
boat was ready, they asked for the 
money, when we gave them fifteen 
piastres. Before we were off, however, 
one of the Farras people came to be 
rewarded for endeavouring to hire the 
asses at that place, or rather for dis- 
appointing us. We offered him five 
piastres, which he indignantly refused ; 
but seeing he could get no one to assist 
him in forcing us to give more (for all 
these people are impudent and bullying 
for their own interest, but never for 
another's), came back and said he 
would take the five : this we now re- 
fused ; when he went off in a violent 
rage, uttering threats that we should 
hear more of him below. After this, 
we got off from this infamous place, 
and soon found what a trap they had 
set for us ; for it was with the utmost 
difficulty that even the crew could get 
the boat through the numerous narrow 
passages, all of them being obliged to 
get out into the river, and guide her 
through amongst the rocks; and we 
were also forced to pass directly under 
the bluff before mentioned, where the 
natives, had we ourselves taken the 
boat off, would have annoyed us greatly, 
while they would have been sheltered 
behind the ruined village. Indeed our 
crew wished us above all things to take 
the boat off, that they might represent 
us to the inhabitants as robbers, steal- 
ing their bark. However, we saw 
through all this. 

July 4. — We arrived at Abou-Sim- 
bel, and found that no message what- 
ever had been received from the 
cashiefs at Derry. This was a sad dis- 
appointment to us. Our crew, now 
dreading the presence of the chiefs, 
came to beg forgiveness ; saying that 
they had forgotten and forgiven every- 
thing, and hoped that we had. They 
said they would behave well in future 
— ** that they were poor, and always 
made a practice to get all they could 
from passengers and strangers.'* They 
remarked, << that dogs^ when repulsed. 
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alfwa^'s made a practice of returning to 
get something as long as there was 
anything to be had.'' This appears to 
be a favourite proverb amongst them. 
July 6. — We visited the small temple 
opposite Abou-Simbel on the south 
side of the river. This temple is ex- 
cavated in the solid mountain ; the 
entrance is situated on the side of a 
rocky precipice, which below slopes 
into the river : there are some re- 
mains of steps cat in the rock as an 
approach to it. The principal chamber 
is 10 paces long, by 9 wide : it is sup- 
ported by four pillars, two on each 
side of the passage. In the centre, at 
the further end of the apartment, 
there is on each side a doorway com- 
municating with side chambers, 9 paces 
by 4 each. The sanctuary at the end 
of the principal chamber is 6 paces 
by 4 ; this is the most comnion mode 
of construction in the Egyptian tem- 
ples. At present the interior of this 
temple appears daubed all over with 
dirty plaster and Greek paintings, 
mostly representing men on horse- 
back. Behind these, however, we 
easily discovered the {Egyptian figures, 
hieroglyphics, &c. &c., in bas-relief on 
stucco. As most of the figures re- 
present men with hawks' heads, we 
think this temple was dedicated to 
Osiris ; and afterwards, perhaps, con- 
verted into a church of St. George. 
The sanctuary has been once orna- 
mented, but the side apartments are 
plain. There is a small subterrane- 
ous chamber below the sanctuary', 
apparently intended for a sepulchre. 

July 7. — A messenger on a drome- 
dary arrived from Daoud Cashief to 
learn "if we were the same English 
for whom Hassan Cashief had pro. 
mised to open the temple ;" at the 
same time he sent word, that if we 
were the same persons he would im- 
mediately come himself; but if not, 
he knew what to do. The latter part 
of the message alluded to the French, 
who had used every effort to get 
Hassan Cashief to allow them to open 
the temple after Mr. Belzoni's first 
attempt in 1816. Mr. Belzoni, how- 
ever, had fortunately, after his first 
effort, sent Hassan and his two sons a 



turban each, and some other presents, 
in Mr. Salt's name: this he did to 
bind them to their promise, and they 
certainly deserve credit for keeping iti 
It ought to be mentioned, also, that 
Mr. Drovetti, in the early part of 
1816, on his way to the second cata- 
ract, before Mr. Belzoni's arrival ia 
Nubia, had contracted with Hassan 
Cashief to open the temple^ for 300 
piastres, and left the money ; Hassan, 
promising that Mr. Drovetti should 
find it ready opened on his return 
from the falls : however, when he 
came back, his money was returned, 
the chief candidly telling him he could 
not undertake the task for so small a 
sum. As Mr. Drovetti would not ga 
to a greater expense, the field now 
became open to any one else who 
chose to attempt the enterprise. 

July 6. — In the morning we started 
early with two of the natives in search 
of a temple which they said was in 
the neighbouring mountains, about a 
**pipe" distant; for it is common 
among them to estimate a short jour- 
ney by the number of pipes they can 
smoke during its performance. On 
our way we met two white gazelles ; 
they were very timid ; the belly and 
tail were perfectly white. After walk- 
ing about an hour, we came to the 
mountains, where, having waited about 
two hours more, our conductors came 
and said, they could not find the tem- 
ple, thougn the evening before they 
had described the size and every par- 
ticular of it. In the evening we had 
a violent quarrel with the crew in 
consequence of their drawing their 
daggers on our servants. We told 
them that the first who drew his dag- 
ger should be severely punished : this 
threat, however, had so little effect, 
that one of them who had murdered 
his own brother at Philse (for which 
reason he did not dare to go near the 
island, 1}ut was taken into our boat at 
a village above it), said he would be 
the first, and swore by Alia and the 
Prophet that he would have one of 
our lives ; adding, that his method 
was not to attack people awake, but to 
stab them sleeping. We laughed at 
tlieir threats, and told them they were 
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more apt at talking of these matters 
than in doing them. 

July 10. — To-day the two cashiefs, 
Daoud and Halleel, arrived. They 
did not come to us, nor send any mes- 
sage to apprise us of their arrival ; hut 
pitched their tents, formed of a few 
date sticks, the roof covered with 
grass, on the sand-bank at the river- 
side : here they waited till we should 
make our appearance. We accord- 
ingly set out to visit these potentates. 
The first tent we entered was Halleel's : 
he was a tall, handsome man, about 
thirty-six years of age, 6 ft. high, very 
corpulent, and had a fine expressive 
countenance, with dark eyes : his dress 
was a large, loose, white linen shirt, 
with long sleeves hanging down nearly 
2 feet, an old turban, and slippers. 
He received us courteously, and im- 
mediately conducted us to the tent of 
his elder brother Daoud, who also 
gave us a very good reception. Daoud 
Cashief is rather taller than hb bro- 
ther, but not so fat. He is about 
forty-five years of age, and had a cer- 
tain dignity and reserve in his de- 
meanour that bespoke the chief : he 
wore a loose blue shirt. We were 
not long in bringing forward the sub- 
ject of the temple, when he imme- 
diately said he would willingly give us 
his assistance to have it opened. Pan- 
cakes of flour and butter-milk were 
now brought, on which we all feasted, 
making use of fingers instead of spoons. 
G>fiee was served, or rather a substi- 
tute for tiiat beverage, which is not 
unpalatable ; they call it gargadan : it 
is a small black grain, not unlike the 
English rape-seed ; this they bum and 
pound likto coffee, and it would puzzle 
those who are not connoisseurs to find 
out the diffe^nce. 

The two chiefs dwelt much on the 
attempts wliich the French had made 
to induce them to consent to the tem- 
ple's being opened, appearing to take 
great merit to themselves for having 
resisted all the offers that were made 
to them. The presents were now 
brought, and given in the name of 
Mr. Salt : to Daoud a Imndsome gun, 
which at Cairo cost 500 piastres ; a 
inrbaa which cost 50; and some trifles, 



such as gunpowder, soap, tobacco, 
coffee, sugar, &c. To Halleel a turban 
and smaller articles, equal in value to 
those which his brother had received. 
We then took our leave; but had scarce 
reached our boat when we heard that 
Halleel was highly offended because 
he had not received a gun as well as 
his brother. We immediately went 
back and endeavoured to appease him, 
explaining that we were not aware 
that he was a cashief, or we would cer- 
tainly have brought him a gun as well 
as Daoud : indeed, the preceding year, 
when Mr. Belzoni was in Nubia, the 
younger brother had not asSimied the 
title of cashief, nor was he treated as 
such. We promised that if he would 
have patience, and confide in our word, 
we would send him a gun exactly the 
santa as his brother's ; or, if he pre- 
ferred it, we would give him one of 
our own ; though we confessed we had 
none half so good as that was^ and 
advised him to wait till we got another, 
as he would lose nrach by accepting a 
bad one. All was, however, in vain ; 
he would not be appeased, but sat 
sulky in the corner, saying, he had 
better guns than ours, and that he 
knew what to do in his own country ; 
meaning that we should not open the 
temple. This was an unexpected blow 
to our hopes : we began to despair ; 
and seeing nothing would please him, 
we tetired. A message now came 
from Daoud to invite us to partake of 
a sheep he had killed in order to re-> 
gale us. We went to his tent. Halleel 
was not there. We noticed this, and 
expressed our concern at the displea- 
sure he had evinced. Daoud said his 
brother was only a boy ; that he was 
indiscreet, and did not know what he 
did, and that we need not mind him. 
We sent a message to him to say we 
would not eat unless he came and ate 
with us, but he refused. Daoud now, 
at our request, went to bring him; 
but returned unsuccessful, saying, he 
was only a boy, and that he pledged 
himself we should open the temple. 
However, as Halleel was evidently of 
a mischievous disposition, and likely 
to do us injury, indirectly, if not 
directly, we judged it the best policy 
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to bring about a reconciliation. Mr. 
Belzoni accordingly went himself; and, 
after much difficulty, prevailed on him 
to come: he, however, was still sulky; 
and we had scarce sat down to dinner, 
when three strangers, apparently newly 
arrived, entered the tent, kneeled and 
kissed hands, paying their respects to 
Halleel before they saluted Daoud. 
We easily saw through this little trick, 
which was a concerted plan between 
the two brothers, to induce us to give 
Halleel more presents, from a sup- 
position that his rank was equal to his 
brother's. The men belonged to the 
suite, and were disguised for the 
purpose. 

After we had retired from dinner, 
we went to see if Halleel was still dis- 
pleased, and found him as sulky as 
ever ; our crew afid Hassan having 
been with him from the first moment 
of his ill-humour, and doing all in their 
power to put him against us, for which 
Daoud had reprimanded them severely. 
Perceiving there w^ no pleasing him ; 
that neither presents nor promises 
were of any avail, we returned to the 
boat ; Daoud having pledged his word 
that we should commence our opera- 
tions the following morning. Late in 
the evening we received a message 
from Halleel, requesting a gun, with 
some powder and shot ; we immediately 
gave him ours, which, though good for 
nothing, was, nevertheless, the best- 
looking one we had. This prompt 
compliance calmed his anger ; and we 
began to congratulate ourselves on the 
prospect of ultimate success. The only 
remaining difficulty now was to make 
the agreement with the workmen.- The 
Farras man, who told us at Elpha 
** that we should hear of him below," 
now made his appearance, and endea- 
voured all he could to thwart our pro- 
ceedings : we, however, took him to 
the caiSiiefs, and explained his conduct 
to them, on which they reprimanded 
him. After much altercation, we were 
glad to agree for tlie men to work at 
two piastres each per day. 

July 11. — In the morning the two 
cashiefs came on board, and we pro- 
needed to the temple, about a quarter 
of an hour's row from the village. 



The chieis told us we were to have 
sixty men, and we paid for that num- 
ber ; but only fifty came. We were 
obliged also to give them doura, as 
they all complained of having nothing 
to eat. However, we were so anxious 
about the temple, that we were glad 
to give them anything, provided they 
would but work. I shall proceed to 
describe the object of our research, 
and explain where it was situate.d, 
how formed, and the manner in which 
the mysterious door was hidden from 
our view. The temple is situated on 
the side of the Nile, between 200 and 
300 yards from its western bank ; it 
stands upon an elevation, and its base 
is considerably above the level of the 
river. It is excavated in the mountain, 
and its front presents a flat surface <^ 
upi>'ards of 60 feet in height, above the 
summit of the sand immediately over 
the door, but not so much as 40 on 
the north side, and a little more on 
the south ; the breadth is 117 feet. 
Above 30 feet of the height of the 
temple, from the base, is covered by 
the accumulated sand in the centre^ 
and about 50 feet on either side. The 
surface fronting the river is hemmed 
in by a mountain of sand leaning 
against it ; and the door in the centre 
is buried beneath this sand, which rises 
on each side of it, increasing the labour 
and difficulty of digging in a prodigious 
degree : for no sooner is the sand in 
the centre removed, than that on either 
side pours dovm, so tliat to gain a foot 
in the centre, we had to remove the 
whole mass of sand which leaned 
against the temple ; this sand also was 
of so fine a description, that every 
particle of it would go through an 
hour-glass. In front of the temple are 
four sitting colossal figu^ cut out of 
the solid mountain, chairs and all : 
they are, however, brought out so fully, 
that the backs do not' touch the wall, 
but are full eigh^ feet from it ; and 
were it not for a narrow ridge of the 
rock which joins them to the surface, 
from the back part of the necks down- 
wards, they would be wholly detached. 
One of the statues has been broken 
off by a fracture of the mountain, from 
the waist upwai'ds. There were on* 
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gioally twenty-two monkeys above the 
frieze and cornice : of these there are 
not now above twelve perfect. Under 
the arm of one of the great figures, we 
discovered the remains of the stucco 
with which they were once covered, 
and traces of red paint are discernible 
in many places. I think it very pro- 
bable tiiie whole front of the temple 
was once covered with stucco ; more 
especially as they have used that mate- 
rial very liberally and skilfully in the 
decoration of the interior. Of the 
cornice over the door, which was once 
perfect, there is not at present more 
than a foot in breadth remaining, just 
over the comer where we entered. 
In the progress of our labours, we 
discovered what had become of the 
rest ; and its mutilation caused us some 
very desponding evenings, as there 
was little indication of the temple being 
finished lower down than we could see. 

July 1 1 . — On the first day, the fifty 
men that came worked very badly, 
and we found that the burthen of the 
song which they sung, by way of stimu- 
lating each other, was, <*that it was 
christian money they were working 
for — that christian money was very 
good, and that they would get as much 
of it as they could." This Nubian 
song, though cheering to them, was not 
much so to us. In the evening we 
returned to the village of Abou-Simbel ; 
and perceiving we should never make 
any progress with people who, being 
sure of tlieir pay whether they laboured 
well or ill, would only work five hours 
in the day, we sent to the cashiefs, and 
concluded a bargain with them and 
the natives **to open the temple** for 
300 piastres. At this time none of us 
thought it would take more than four 
days to accomplish the undertaking ; so 
little did we know of the real nature of 
our enterprise. 

July 12. — In the morning, the two 
cashiefs and about one hundred men 
eame and worked very well, thinking 
they could open the temple in one day. 
The chiefs requested we would not 
interfere in directing the labourers 
where to work, as it was now their 
own affair : they had undertaken the 
task, and were responsible for its exe- 



cution. In the evening our boat's 
crew came and begged the intercession 
of the cashiefs to make their peace 
with us. They were the more anxious 
for an accommodation, as by the 
quarrel they lost the heads, skins, and 
offal of the sheep which we occasionally 
killed. We affected much reluctance, 
but ultimately forgave them ; the ca- 
shiefs bursting out into a violent rage 
against the crew, on our remarking 
that no European travellers would 
ever come into the country again, 
when they heard of the usage we had 
received. The dispute was scarcely at 
an end before our sailors asked for 
backsheeish ; this we positively refused 
till we arrived at Philae, and then only 
on condition of very good behaviour : 
all came now and kissed our hands in 
token of reconciliation. At sun-set 
we returned to the village of Abou- 
Simbel ; when the chief of the labourers 
asked for 200 out of the 300 piastres, 
though they had consented to be paid 
only when the temple was opened ; we 
were, however, obliged to give 150, 
but said we would give no more till 
the work was finished. 

July 13.— Only Halleel Cashief and 
about sixty men came ; they worked very 
ill, and expressed doubts as to there 
being any door, though they had not ' 
yet got more than four feet down. 
While we were endeavouring to per- 
suade them to persevere, one of the 
natives, a carpenter, with an audible 
voice, made a speech, the substance of 
which was, << that they would work the 
whole of that and the two successive 
days, and if in that time they found a 
door, well and good; if not, they would 
labour no longer." This declaration 
was received with tumultuous applause, 
in which we thought it good policy to 
join, as neither our approval or dis- 
pleasure would have had any weight 
with them ; and it was possible that 
our appearing to be in good humour 
with them might induce them to do 
their work more cheerfully. In the 
evening we returned to the village, 
complained to the cashiefs of the bad- 
ness of the work, and noticed the 
approach of the ramadan, when it was 
probable we should no longer be able 
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to get workmen, and therefore our 
present efforts would be useless. Both 
the brothers now promised us ^ a host 
of men next morning/' and that they 
should begin early. While we were 
discoursing, some Mograbins, on their 
way from Cairo to Dongola, were intro- 
duced : we remarked their melancholy 
looks, but were then ignorant of the 
cause. Our business being at an end, we 
retired to our boat, after having feasted 
on doura cake and dripping. 

July 14. — Rose early, and sent to 
the cashiefs that we were ready ; but, 
after waiting for three hours, they sent 
word to us to go, and they would join 
us by land ; so busied were they in 
plundering ^e Mograbins, that we and 
our temple were not thought of. We 
accordingly went, and found only fifty 
men, who were doing little more than 
nothing ; and none of the leaders or 
attendants were present, except old 
Mouchmarr, an elderly servant of the 
cashiefs. We asked him the reason of 
his master's absence, when he said 
<< that we must not think him a Bar- 
barin ; that' he was an Arab, and only 
lived in this country by constraint ; 
that both the cashiefs were robbers, 
and were at that moment pillaging the 
caravan of Morocco ; and that the 
whole tribe Oi natives were nothing 
but a gang of thieves." We could not 
help laughing at the remarks of the 
old man, which, though true enough, 
would have come better from another 
quarter, as he himself was quite as 
great a rogue as the rest. At noon 
Daoud Cashief arrived. The men still 
continuing to work without any energy, 
we remonstrated with Daoud, but only 
received promises of great doings on 
the morrow. We returned to the vil- 
lage in the evening, when the men 
asked for the remainder of the money ; 
this was refused, and in consequence 
there was much discontent. Halleel 
Cashief came and endeavoured to per- 
suade us to pay the money ; but we 
persisted in refusing till they should 
have worked the third day, according 
to their own promise. We were now 
told that if we paid the money, they 
would work the next morning ; but if 
not, that not a man of them would come. 



We still refused. Halleel now asked 
for one of Mr. Salt's handsome pipes, 
which the crew had told him was in the 
boat ; having previously begged the 
janissary to give him his silk waist- 
coat, and requested of our Greek ser- 
vant his Mameluke sabre. This latter 
article belonged to Mr. Salt : it was 
very valuable ; and to save it, we had 
pretended it was the property of the 
Greek, not thinking the cashief would 
condescend to beg of our servants. He 
had also asked the soldier for his pis- 
tols, offering him a slave in return ; — 
all was however refused. 

Tuesday, July 15. — Both cashiefs 
came, and some of the chiefs ; one in 
particular, a stranger, was highly 
dressed, and we were told he was a 
leading character, and had much influ- 
ence with the natives; that nothing 
could be done without him. But we 
had now seen enough of the character 
of the Nubians to perceive that this 
was only a trick to indude us to give 
the new comer some presents ; and we 
therefore affected to take no notice of 
him, determined for the future to give 
no more than we could help. In the 
morning the men worked with some 
spirit : our crew assisted them, and 
behaved well ; but towards evening the 
work went on badly. We returned to 
the village. On the way Hassan told 
us we must go back to Philee, in order 
to repair the boat, which he asserted 
to be leaky. We soon gave him to 
understand that we had no intention 
of returning till we had accomplished 
our work. Soon after dark, Halleel 
came to the boat and repeated his 
request for the pipe, but was again 
refused. 

Wednesday, July 16. — First day of 
the moon, ramadan or Turkish fast, 
during which they do not eat or drink 
from sun-rise to sun-set. Early this 
morning Halleel sent us a water- 
melon, and shortly after made his 
appearance, begging the pipe again, 
which, being worth upwards of sixty 
piastres, had greatly attracted his 
notice. This third attempt was evaded, 
and he set off in a pet, without even 
taking leave, mounting his horse for 
Derry, where he intended passing the 
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ramadan. We now went to Daoud's 
tent to pay him a farewell visit pre- 
vious to his departure. He asked us 
wliat were our intentions respecting the 
temple ? We told him we were deter- 
mined to work ourselves,and persevere 
till we came to the door. He appeared 
much surprised at this ; and said it was 
impossible we could succeed, recom- 
mending us to return, and come again 
after the month of ramadan — hoping 
doubtless to get more presents. To 
convince him of our resolution to pro- 
ceed, we told him that the Nile would 
as soon change its course, as we our 
determination when once it was taken. 
He now asked the sailors if we had 
solicited their assistance ; when they 
told him we had not mentioned the 
subject to them, which indeed was 
true. He then asked when we thought 
we should reach the door. We told him 
that was very uncertain. He said if we 
thought we should be only three or 
four days, he would remain, but if 
more, he must be off. We answered 
that we expected it would be eight or 
ten days before our work was over ; but 
we promised, that whenever we should 
be near the door, we would give him 
notice, that he might be present, and 
get his share of the gold. He gave a 
tacit sort of consent for us to proceed, 
and we took our leave, thanking him 
for what he had done for us. Amongst 
the warlike instruments in his tent, we 
observed a shield made of a crocodile's 
skin : it was remarkably strong ; one 
of the protuberances of the animal's 
back served for the boss or centre, and 
one of those of the tail for the hollow 
of the elbow. The natives assured us 
it would resist a musket ball. In 
general, Nubian shields are made of the 
skin of the hippopotamus. At twelve 
o'clock we sailed for the temple; and 
on the passage took occasion to repre- 
sent to the reis and crew, that now we 
were about to be left together, we 
hoped they would continue to behave 
well and conduct themselves peaceably, 
promising on our part every indulgence 
they could reasonably expect, provided 
we had no fault to find with them. 
They allpromise'd to behave themselves 
orderly and quietly. We dined at one ; 



and at three o'clock set off to begin our 
labour, going up quietly that we might 
not wake the crew who were asleep on 
the beach ; as we wished, by an appa- 
rent indifference on our part as to 
whether they assisted or not, to keep 
down their demands. We now stripped 
to the waist and commenced, six in 
number, includiug the Greek servant 
and the janissary, with a good will, 
and soon found that we made consider- 
able progress. We resolved to keep to 
our work, and regularly to persevere 
from three o'clock till dark in the 
evenings, and from the very first dawn- 
ing of the day till nine in the mornings. 
After we had worked about an hour, 
some of the crew came up. They 
appeared astonished to see us labour- 
ing without our shirts, and expressed 
surprise at the progress we had made. 
They now began to assist, which we 
appeared to take no notice of. They 
worked well ; and at dark we left off, 
having done as much as (speaking 
within bounds) forty of the natives 
would have done in an entire day. Our 
hands certainly suffered a little from 
blisters : I had nine on one hand, and 
eight on the other. We were careful 
to encourage our sailors, and not to 
expect too much from them ; as their 
being prohibited from eating or even 
drinking during the day, rendered 
their case very different from ours. 
We returned to our boat in high glee 
at the favourable appearance of affairs. 
We had scarcely supped and retired to 
bed, when we heard a boat approach- 
ing. It proved to be that of Daoud 
Cashief, who was on his way to Derry : 
he had given a passage to one of our 
sailors, who had waited behind at the 
village to get bread made. He sent 
us a kid with a civil message, and a 
rQquest that we would spare him some 
of our small coffee-cups, which were 
rather handsome. We sent him two ; 
and at the same time requested of him 
a ludri (a skin to contain water), which 
he gave us. Lastly, a message came 
to say that he had left several of his 
servants behind him at Abou-Simbel^ 
with orders to assist us with men ; 
to procure us supplies and provi- 
sions ; and, in short, to render us any 
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service we might require. We thanked 
him, and renewed our promise of 
apprising him when we should be near 
the door, that he might not think we 
intended to open the temple secretly 
during his absence ; for they all believe 
we expect to find money. Daoud now 
departed. We gave our crew two pias- 
tres each man, and one to each of the 
boys — there were six men and two boys 
— and told them that if they consented 
to work at similar hours, and in the 
same manner as we did ourselves, they 
should daily receive the same sum. 
These conditions were acceded to with 
great apparent eagerness. 

Thursday y July 17. — We started 
at the dawn of day and worked hard, 
fourteen in number, till nearly nine 
o'clock, when the sun being at a con- 
siderable height, and shining directly 
on us, the heat obliged us to desist. 
We had made considerable progress ; 
and as we found that all our efforts 
were directed in the right way, we had 
reason to be well satisfied. The crew 
worked tolerably. Hassan was on the 
opposite side of the river getting bread 
made, and looking out for a sheep. 
We dined at one, and at three renewed 
our operations. One of the crew did 
not come this evening. We took no 
notice of it, resolving to give him only 
half a day's pay. The rest worked 
pretty well. We continued till star- 
light, and made great progress. At 
the latter part of the evening, Hassan 
returned, but brought nothing with 
him. 

July 18. — In the morning, at the 
very first dawning of day, we again 
started to our work and called the 
crew ; but, as we expected, from the 
moment Hassan arrived, they all* 
refused to work, alleging that the pa^ 
was not sufficient ; that it was now 
ramadan, and that they ought to ha^e 
thirty piastres per day. Our janisfery 
now informed us that they had.sppken 
of this aloud in the night in order that 
he might tell us. Seeing them in this 
humour, we told them that those who 
did not choose to work might let it 
alone. At half-past eight we left ofi^, 
having done nearly as much work as 
if they had been with us : indeed we 



were astonished to see what steady 
persevering labour would do. One of 
the Abou-Simbel men came this morn- 
ing and worked very fairly, promising 
to bring ten more on the morrow : 
there came also a chief from the oppo- 
site side of the river with an offer of 
twenty men. We told him our terms 
of two piastres pei* day for each man, 
and that it was our intention to pay 
the money into the men's own hands, 
as we learnt that the cashiefs and 
chiefs had given each labourer one 
piastre only, and retained the other 
for themselves. At three, we renewed 
our operations. A few of the crew 
came, but worked very badly ;— we 
left off at dark. 

Saturday, July 19. — We commenced 
our labours before daylight. Only two 
of the crew came, and three other lads. 
The promised men from Abou-Simbel 
and the opposite side of the river not 
arriving, we continued working till 
half-past eight ; when, just as we were 
about to leave off, Halleel Cashief and 
his court of bullies made their appear- 
ance in a boat ; and, landing near our 
bark, came up to see what was doing. 
Immediately we saw them approach- 
ing we left off work, and, suspecting 
their roguish intentions, to foil them 
we went to bathe. The men from the 
opposite side of the river, about thirty 
in number, now arrived, but without 
tools : this disappointed us a little. 
On coming out of the water, we went 
to visit Halleel Cashief, as a compli- 
ment, and to keep up appearances. 
While so doing, a desperate dispute 
took place between our janissary and 
Hassan, who seeing the former was 
not armed, chased him into the boat 
with his drawn dagger, uttering savage 
imp>ecations. Halleel made a pretence 
to interfere ; but soon after, while we 
were settling the dispute, he sneaked 
away in bis boat with all his attend- 
ants, without taking leave : indeed he 
was off before we were aware, and we 
were very glad to be rid of him. 

Our Greek servant now informed 
us that Halleel had asked for some 
coffee ; and, on being told there was 
none, had desired the servant to say 
nothing to us about his having asked 
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for it. He -was very inquisitiye about 
the stay we intended to make ; and 
seemed desirous we should call on him 
at Derry on our return, no doubt in 
hope of getting something more. The 
men worked pretty well to-day. The 
Aboa-Simbel man, who had promised 
to bring his nine assistants, never made 
his appearance. This we clearly saw 
was Halleel's doing. At night, when 
paying the men, we had a dispute wifh 
some of them, who endeavoured to 
impose on us by false tickets. These 
tickets were slips of paper on which 
Mr. Belzoni wrote his name, and issued 
them out to the workmen in the morn- 
ing; and on producing them in the 
evening they received their pay. This 
day the Darfar caravan, of four thou- 
sand camels, laden with gi\m, ivory, 
ostrich-feathers, tamarinds, rhinoceros' 
horns, slaves, &c., passed on their way 
to Cairo. The mamelukes had made 
them pay 9000 dollars (upwards of 
2000/.) at Dongola. Some of the jelabs 
who led the caravan came to see our 
operations. They had long hair 
greased with oil, and hanging down in 
ringlets : some had it plaited. They 
wore sandals, had each a long spear, 
and altogether were singular figures. 

Sunday t July 20. — At twilight we 
renewed our labours, and had sixty- 
four men to work. The crew stimu- 
lated them by a good example, which, 
coupled with our own personal attend- 
ance, produced a good morning's 
labour. At three p.m. we recom- 
menced our operations and got on 
tolerably well. This evening one of 
Daoud Cashiefs staff arrived, with 
some aqua vitse and a few dates as a 
present. He also brought Irby and 
me some new Nubian clothes. Two 
suits cost us twenty-four piastres, or 
twelve shillings ; double what we had 
given for better things of the same 
kind at Momfalout. In the evening 
our cook threw a kettle of water in the 
face of a fellow who asked him for 
money in a threatening manner. This 
truly cook-like mode of assault un- 
sheathed the Barbarin'8 sword (for 
the most trivial occurrence produces 
their drawn weapons), and it was with 
difficalty we could prevent some 



serious mischief from ensuing. At 
night Daoud Cashiefs messenger left 
us, having failed in an attempt to beg 
a pipe for his master. 

Monday, July 21.— This day no men 
came from the opposite side of the 
river, but we had about forty from 
Abou-Simbel. They worked tolerably 
well, and brought to light the bend of 
the right arm of the statue, to the 
north of the door, which was much 
broken. The discovery was highly 
satisfactory to us, as it proved that the 
statues were seated, and, consequently, 
that we should not have lo dig down 
so deep as if they had been standing 
figures. In the evening, the men 
worked pretty well ; and towards the 
close of the day, we uncovered a pro- 
jecting part of the wall roughly chi- 
selled, uneven in its surface, and hav- 
ing evei7 appearanqe of unfinished 
work. As far as we could see down, 
which was not more than six or eight 
inches, it still continued the same. 
The projection was about four inches 
from the plane surface of the front of 
the temple, and it appeared to fill up 
the whole space between the two 
centre statues. This being exactly the 
place where we expected to find the 
door, the sudden change from a flat 
finished exterior to a coarsely-chiselled 
uneven surface, was precisely the cir- 
cumstance most calculated to give the 
impression that the temple was unfi- 
nished, and that there was no door. 
Indeed we could not in any other way 
account for an appearance so extraor- 
dinary and unexpected. Discouragmg 
as this discovery was, we nevertheless 
resolved to proceed with our work, 
and to dig down till we had ascer- 
tained, beyond all possibility of doubt, 
whether there was an entrance or 
not. 

About eleven o'clock at nighty a boat 
arrived from the opposite side. They 
did not make any noise ; but the reis 
sent word that he had brought a sheep 
for us. The message was accompa- 
nied with the present of a water-melon. 

Tuesday, July 22. — At daylight we 

found a great assemblage of people, 

the boat having brought them over in 

the night ; and at the same time there 

c 
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arrived a considerable number of per- 
sons from Abou-Simbel. As these two 
parties amounted to treble the number 
we wanted, we retired to our boat to 
avoid disputes, leaving thirty tickets 
with old Mouchmarr, with instruction 
to employ only that number. Return- 
ing in about half an hour, we found 
he had only given out twenty of the 
tickets, keeping the other ten to him- 
self ; and so intending to pocket twenty 
piastres. While we were settling this 
witli the old rogue, a violent quarrel 
ensued between the natives of Abou- 
Simbel and the party from the opposite 
shore, as to who should be employed ; 
and, after much noise and confusion, 
hostilities having commenced in a 
slight degree between the parties, the 
whole of them, amounting to nearly 
two hundred, departed, shouting and 
hooting, the stronger party not per- 
mitting the Abou-Simbel people to 
work. As they retired, our crew sere- 
naded them with repeated cries of 
**barout, barout," which means pow- 
der, powder, an article they are not 
very partial to. In the evening we 
renewed our labours without any as- 
sistance ; but soon had the crew and 
about twenty volunteers, who worked 
very well, co^idering we had only 
three implements, the Abou-Simbel 
men having taken away four out of 
the seven we had hitherto used. The 
' instrument was 
ofthisform,and 
the mode of 
working was to fix it per- 
pendicularly in the sand, 
and then to pull it forward 
by a cord attached to it; 
one person was stationed at 
the handle to fix it in the sand, and 
another at the cord by which it was 
pulled forward. Instead of one, the 
Arabs generally employed from four 
to six men at the cord. This evening 
we came to the chair of the statue; 
but still there was no indication of a 
door ; the unfinished work continuing, 
though the figure, drapery and all, 
was perfectly finished, as far as we 
could see down... 

Wednesday f July 23.— It was curi- 
ous to observe in the morning, on the 




smooth surface of the sand, drifted by 
the night breeze, the tracks of the 
snakes, lizards, and other animals, 
which had come down to the water's 
side during the night to drink ; and 
we could plainly discern the traces of 
their return to their solitary haunts in 
the desert. Sometimes these tracts 
indicated the presence of reptiles of 
considerable size ; and we now could 
easily account for the dread our guides 
expressed of walking near the water's 
side on the night we returned from 
the second cataract. We renewed our 
operations at the very first appearance 
of day, and soon had about twenty-six 
workmen, together with the crew. Be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock, as the 
people were working, we perceived a 
boat full of men coming over from the 
opposite side. As soon as the Abou- 
Simbel people made them out, they all 
set off with old Mouchmarr at their 
head ; the latter saying he knew who 
they were, and would go and treat 
with them, as they were coming to 
prevent our work. The old fellow, it 
appeared afterwards, was more intent 
on his own safety ; as both he and his 
party went and hid themselves in caves 
in the mountains. Suspecting some- 
thing, we sent for all our arms from 
the boat, and waited the event. The 
newly-arrived party now made their 
appearance, about forty in number, 
armed mostly with muskets, pistols, 
sabres, and pikes ; they were much 
better dressed, and made a better 
figure than tiie attendants of Daoud 
and Halleel. There were two with 
white turbans, who appeared to be the 
leaders : these approached in advance 
of their attendants ; and,after the usual 
salaams and ceremony of salute, seated 
themselves near us, and presented us 
with two sheep, which their men had 
brought t\rith them. We now desired 
our janissary to ask them the intention 
of theur visit, and to tell them we had 
nothing to dispose of, having given all we 
had to spare to the two cashiefs below. 
They replied that they wanted nothuig ; 
that they were in the employ of the 
pasha ; that their ofiice was to keep 
order and tranquillity in the country, 
and that they wished to know if any 
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obstacles on the part of the inhabitants 
rendered their assistance necessary, as 
they were ready to be of service to us, 
hoping that on our return to Cairo, we 
should not fail to speak favourably of 
them to the pasha. We replied that 
we were going on tolerably well, and 
that we did not stand in need of any 
assistance. After sitting about half 
an hour, they went down to the other 
temple, followed by all th^ attend- 
ants, and soon after sent our Greek 
servant up with a message, 'Uhat 
they were at war with the other two 
eashiefs ; that they were greater than 
they ; that they were the governors of 
this country ; that when the others 
killed one man, they could kill two ; 
in short, that we had given a gun, 
shawl, soap, and tobacco, to both 
Daoad and Halleel, and why, ^ey 
wished to know, was nothing given to 
them, who possessed double the autho- 
rity in this country, and could prevent 
our labour whenever they pleased! 
that they must have the same, and 
more presents than we had abeady 
given, or that we should not open the 
temple.** They also wished to know 
under what authority we acted, and 
deared to see our firman. We replied 
to these menaces by the same state- 
ment we had made on their arrival, 
viz. that we had already given away 
all we had to give ; and we added, that 
as we had both the pasha's and 
Deftarda Bey's firman for doing what 
\ee were about, any violence offered to 
ns would be sure, to reach their ears. 
Their answer was that they cared no- 
thing about the pasha. On seeing 
the firmans, they said they were good 
for nothing, being written in Turkish, 
not Arabic ; that they had no Turkish 
interpreter ; and that were the firmans 
even in Arabic, nothing but presents 
would induce tiiem to permit ns to 
proceed. The crew now thought it a 
favourable opportunity to ask for one 
of the sheep (for each of which we 
had given ten piastres), but we refused 
their request, saying, that they were 
mistaken if ^ey thought it a proper 
time to ask gifts, when other people 
weie endeavouring to plunder us ; that 
as soon as the banditti were gone, and 



we were our own masters, we might 
give them something, but neverthrough 
fear of them, or to gain their fiivour. 
Soon after, the two eashiefs and their 
gang proceeded to Abou-Simbel. We 
now learnt that they were Mahommed 
and Ali Cashief ; that they lived a little 
above Derry, on the opposite side of 
the river; and were at war with Daoud 
and Halleel, in consequence of Uieir 
grandfather (Hassan's father) having 
killed some relation of Ali's many 
years ago. This is what the Barbarins 
call the " warfare of blood for blood ;" 
and it always lasts till an individual of 
one family ia sacrificed to appease the 
other.* Sometimes this hostility ex- 
ists for many ages between families ; 
and it is for this reason that a mur- 
derer, who is one of our crew, dares not 
go to Philse or the neighbourhood of As- 
suan, where he committed the crime. 
At three p.m. we renewed our ope- 
rations, and had a considerable number 
of assistants. It was truly ridicidous 
to see old Mouchmarr now make his 
appearance, with his matchlock in his 
hand, and a few of the Abou-Simbel 
people. He took especial care to ex- 
amine both up the river and down, to 
be sure that the eashiefs were well out' 
of sight ; and when he found the coast 
clear, he came to us to relate how his 
people had been in the habit of mak- 
ing slaves and prisoners of the other 
puly ; what numbers they had bound 
together and thrown into the Nile,&c. 
We rallied him about his' promising to 
treat with them. We found that the 
eashiefs had prevented many of our 
assistants from coming, and that they 
had plundered the whole country, tak- 
ing two sheep from every sackey, and 
ten piastres from those who could not 
procure the animals. We also learnt 
that a fine of four dollars (thirty-six 
piastres) was to be levied on every one 
who came to our assistance. This 
evening our men worked very well ; 
as they did not belong to Abou-Simbel, 
they knew they were out of the eashiefs' 
reach. 



« " The rerenger of blood himself shall slay 
themorderer.'* Nnmben, zxxr. 19. " Ye shall 
take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer. " 
Ibid. 31. 
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Thursday^ July 24.— At dawn of 
day we went to work again ; as we had 
broken our water-jars we asked the 
crew for our ludri which we had lent 
them ; hut Hassan said it wasramadan, 
and that as they could not drink water 
in the day-time, they wanted our ludri 
to keep it cool for them in the evening, 
and that they would return it when 
thev got to Philae. We gave them to 
understand that we liked cool water as 
well as they did, and desired the janis- 
sary to take the skin without further 
ceremony ; asking them at the same 
time if that was gratitude for the sheep 
we gave them yesterday. Hassan an- 
swered, that the sheep was lean and 
good for nothing, or We should not 
have given it. This morning we had 
about twenty workmen, but neither 
Mouchmarr nor the Abou-Simbel men 
came. After we had worked about an 
hour, a party of about thirty came 
from the opposite side and volunteered 
' to assist : as they were more than we 
wanted, and came late, we told them 
we would give them only one and a 
half piastre each : this they rejected at 
first, but afterwards accepted. An 
hour afterwards four other men came 
and solicited emplo^ : these we refused, 
when one of them displaying a dirty 
white turban as a flag, drew the whole 
party off with a shout. In a quarter 
of an hour, however, they returned ; 
and the work went on pretty well, the 
armed ruffians not making their ap- 
pearance. In the evening the people 
worked badly, being so numerous that 
one skulked behind the other. 

Friday f July 25. — We got up at dawn 
of day and found one hundred men 
assembled, though the night before we 
told them that we did not want any 
more assistance. We explained this to 
them again, adding, that at most we 
could not employ more than twenty. 
They replied, that we must employ 
them all or none. Seeing them in this 
mood, we returned to our boat, resolv- 
ing to wait till they were all gone ; and 
knowing that the heat of uie sun at 
nine o'clock would drive them away. 
After much noise amongst themselves, 
and numerous ineffectn^ parlevs, they 
all set off, taking all the implements 



with them, and threatening our crew 
that, if they assisted us, they would 
acquaint Daoud and Haileel Cashief of 
it ; thus showing that these brothers 
had ordered that no assistance was to 
be rendered us. Our sailors laughed 
at them, saying, they cared noUiing 
about the cashiefs or any one else* 
Soon after this, the whole rabble 
crossed the water, having a dirty white 
turban (the prophet's banner) hoisted. 
At three we renewed our work with 
six instruments which we had made 
ourselves. The <^ew, and also that of 
another bark came^ and assistance was 
offered by a few others. We got on 
tolerably well. 

Stiiurday, July 26. — At daw|i of 
day we went up to our employment^ 
with the same hands we had the pre- 
ceding evening, in all about twenty- 
three persons. Our servants had 
another quarrel with the crew. A 
mameluke arrived from Dongola ; he 
reported his countrymen in great mi- 
sery at that place. We now learned 
that Mahommed and Ali Cashief were 
gone down the river again with their 
plunder. In the evening we renewed 
our operations. A man who had re- 
ceived money for our bread on the 
opposite side of the river, refused to 
bring it : we had a dispute in conse- 
quence, and, after much noise and 
confusion, half the quantity we had 
paid for was brought. We found the 
price of everythmg we bought had 
doubled since our arrival ; the natives 
hoping by these means to force us to 
relinquish our work; and, with our 
eyes open, we were obliged to submit 
to the imposition. 

Sunday^ July 27. — ^At dawn of day 
we set to work again, and had only two 
assistants besides the crew, who worked 
remarkably well. Several volunteers 
came, but we rejected them on account 
of their laziness. One of our two 
assistants sang a song to cheer up the 
crew : this is their constant custom 
when working ; the words were as 
follows : ** Oh ! Nubia, my country, 
thou smellest like a rose ; when I sleep 
I dream of thee, and thou appearesta 
garden full of flowers." Our ideas of 
Nubia, where a flowering shrub is 
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scarcely ever seen, were not in unison 
with this song ; but it was a new proof 
of that happy disposition which nature 
implants in the breast of every man to 
love his native soU, be it what it may. 

'* The nalced neisro, panting at the line. 
Boasts of his goldoi sands and pahny wine : 
Basks in the glare, or stems the tepid wave, 
And thanks his gods for all the good they gave. 
Sadb is the patriot's boast where'er we roam. 
Bis first, best country, eTer is, at home." 

At three o'clock we recommenced our 
operations. While we were working, 
a spy arrived from Daoud Cashief, 
who, after having deliberately examined 
us, began talking to the crew to draw 
them off from the work, and jusked old 
Mouchmarr, who had just arrived 
from the village with some bread, how 
he dared assist us ; adding, that the 
cashiefs would cut off his head for it. 
This news did not appear very agree- 
able to our friend, who now desisted 
from working. Our young mameluke 
friend, who understonod the Barbaiin 
language unknown to the crew and 
natives, told us of this. The spy next 
informed us that a firman had arrived 
from the Grand Siguier to supersede 
the pasha in his government, and that 
new troops were now at Gairo. So 
paltxy an attempt to alarm us was met 
by a hearty Uiugh, which made both 
the spy and his countrymen look very 
foolish ; until, seeing the joke went 
against them, they put it off by a laugh 
a&o. In the evening old Mouchmarr 
came to be paid for & bread ; and, on 
being asked to bring more, said he did 
not like to tell us a falsehood— that he 
had strict injunctions against bringing 
anything more, or, indeed, rendering 
us any further assistance. We further 
learned, that the whole of the natives 
on both sides of the river had mutually 
agreed that nothing was to be sold to 
us ; but it was hinted that we might 
have some men to work if we chose : 
however, as our money was getting 
low, and we found that we did almost 
as mn^ without as with them, we sent 
word that we wanted none of them : 
we had three days' bread, and our 
work had arrived at such a point that 
we should soon ascertain wheiherthere 
WBS any door or not : we felt ourselves, 



therefore, quite independent of our 
troublesome neighbours. Mouchmarr . 
now took his leave. It is but justice 
to the old man to say that he behaved 
better than any of his countrymen. 

Monday, July 28. — We commenced 
our operations at the usual hour, with 
only our sailors and the mameluke, no 
Abou-Simbelmen making their appear- 
ance. All worked pretty welL This 
morning no milk was brought We 
affected to take no notice of &is ; and 
at breakfast were particularly careful 
that the crew (who came down and 
were watching us narrowly, to see what 
effect the want of this luxury would 
have upon us) should observe no 
change m our manner, that they might 
report to the natives the .poor success 
of their scheme. At three we renewed 
our labours. While working, an Abou- 
Simbel man came to see what was 
^ing on. He said, that if we wished 
It, a certam number of people would 
come from each sackey to assist ; and 
he asked us if we wanted provisions. 
We refused all assistance. He then 
asked if we could live on stones. We 
replied, that we had a boat, and could 
go and fetch whatever we wanted, and 
that money would always procure 
something. He now said we might 
think ourselves fortunate in having a 
soldier of the pasha's with us ; as, 
were it not for fear of the conse- 
quences, in case anything should hap- 
pen to him, the whole body of natives 
would prevent our work by force. We 
replied, that we vfere determined to 
proceed ; and that even were the sol- 
dier not with us, we would persist in 
our undertaking. He now began to 
brag of the number of armed people 
they could muster from the neighbour- 
hood : we, however, laughed at him ; 
and he left us, having failed in all 
his designs. Our crew this evenine 
worked very well ; and we thought it 
good policy to tell them we noticed 
their exertions. 

Tuesday y July^ 29.— At dawn of 
day we recommenced our labours with 
the crew, and made considerable pro- 
gress. No strangers made their appear- 
ance; the one who assisted us yesterday 
being deterred by the threats of the 
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spy. In the evenings at three, we re- 
newed our work. Towards the close of 
day>the sailors requested to be dis- 
missed, that they might go to Abou- 
Simbel to get bread for themselves. 
We suspected some bad intentions on 
their part, but said nothing. Hassan 
had previously endeavoured to steal 
some of our doura (for bread we had 
none); but we were too sharp for him, 
and made his boy give us back what he 
had taken. 

Wednesday, July, 30. — At twilight 
we went to work again; the crew com- 
ing as usual. This morning a man 
brought us milk again; but said he was 
obliged to do it clandestinely. This 
was a real luxury; as we found, after 
four hours' hard work on an empty 
stomach, that a limited ration of doura 
grain, dried dates, and water, to which 
we were now reduced, 'was not very 
sumptuous fare. The reis of the bark, 
who had before cheated us of our bread, 
now made his appearance with some 
spirituous liquors, which he said he 
had brought as a present from the wife 
of Daoud Cashief. We clearly saw 
that this was a trick to get a present 
for the bearer, which is expected to be 
double the value of .the article given. 
We therefore refused it as a gift; but 
offered to purchase it. After some 
hesitation he consented. It was the 
spirit distilled from the date; but with- 
out the addition of aniseed, which in 
Egypt makes it palatable. We gene- 
rally took a little before dinner as a 
tonic ; for, without something of the 
kind (the average of the thermometer 
being 112® Fahrenheit in the shade), 
we found that we had no appetite. As 
soon as he had got his money he took 
himself off to the other side of the 
river, having evidently come to see if 
we yet began to complain of the want 
of provisions. But although we had 
nothing to eat but doura, and only 
Enough of that for four days, we never 
once mentioned the subject to him. 
This evening we came to a projection, 
evidently a cornice, though much 
broken by the shock of an immense 
block of stone that had fallen on it. 
Beneath the projection, we found a 
plane and smooth surface, and a tablet 



of neat hieroglyphics, highly finished, 
carved upon it. This strong indica- 
tion of a door cheered us greatly. 

At three we returned to our opera- 
tions; and, by digging down and carry- 
ing away the sand in two boxes, we 
removed a sufficient quantity to make 
out about a foot of a tablet surmounted 
by a torus, and one end of a broken 
<iomice above it ; which, having been 
broken by some accident, had evidently 
been chiselled away subsequently, with 
the design of renewing it. Th^ fur^ 
rowed surface, and the marks of the 
tools in all directions, though rude 
and unfinished, prove this to be the 
case; and thus the mystery of the un- 
favourable appearances which had for- 
merly given us so much uneasiness 
was cleared up. This evening Hassan 
asked, with more than usual impu- 
dence, for the pay of the crew, adding, 
that he wanted it before it was dark. 

Thursday, July ^1,-^At twilight we 
resumed our task, and palisadoed the 
part which we supposed to be immedi- 
ately over the door, by driving in piles 
of date trees, and pouring at the 
back of them mud mixed with sand, to 
keep the outer sand from running in 
between them. Just as we were going 
to leave off work, some armed men 
came from the opposite side of the 
river, who had been called over by 
Hassan : when we inquired the reason 
of his sending for them, he said he 
wanted the boat from the opposite side, 
to go and get some provisions for the 
crew. Our sailors talked freely with 
the strangers, who appeared very in- 
tent on what we were doing. This 
day the mameluke took his departure 
for Cairo. He went on a small reed 
raft which a Nubian was conducting 
down the river. Hassan ran with 
great eagerness to send some message 
by the Nubian : no doubt to apprise 
the cashiefs below of the progress of 
our work. 

In the evening we resumed our la- 
bours, with the crew and two strangers; 
and towards sun-set we came to tiie 
comer of the door : it was rather 
broken. The sailors, on seeing it, ex- 
pressed great signs of joy, uttering 
I cries of ^ backsheeish, backsheeiah/' 
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and immediately asked us if it was not 
true, that we had promised them 
money whenever we should find the 
door. We replied, that we certainly 
had promised them a present, and 
would give it when we had entered the 
temple. The fellows now hegan work- 
ing hard to enlarge the entrance, ap- 
pearing in high good humour, and oc- 
casionally repeatmg the favourite word 
"hacksheeish,** tyep,tyep — ^good good. 
At dusk we had made an aperture 
nearly large enough for a man's body; 
but we could not tell whether it would 
be necessary to draw up the sand from 
the entrance or not, which left us in 
great uncertainty as to the time when 
our labours would end; for, should the 
temple be much filled with sand, we 
might have a prodigious deal of work 
to do yet. When we returned to the 
boat, Hassan told Captain Irby and 
myself, it was totally impossible we 
conld ever get into the temple by pali- 



sadoing ; that the sand would fall on 
us as fast as we dug down, and that it 
was like attempting to dig into the 
Nile : at the same time he offered to 
forfeit his beard if we succeeded. All 
the crew joined in the same assertion. 
But we knew that it was the only me- 
thod of getting at the door, unless we 
cleared it altogether, which would have 
taken a good month more. 

We resolved to begin the next morn, 
ing by moon-light, and apprised the 
crew of our intention, that they might 
not think we wanted to steal in by our. 
selves, and thus bring away the gold 
unknown to them. As the day's dis- 
covery had put us all in good humour, 
our sailors attempted to profit by it. 
They asked our cook for his new silk 
waistcoat, and begged of the Greek his 
new blue gown. From us they did not 
solicit anything further, tbinkiag it 
best to wait till they got our back- 
sheeish. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Renewed Complahits of our Crew— We effect an Entrance into the T^nple— Statues fonnd in it 
— Colossal Statues in the Front^The Interior of the Temple — Paintings on the Walls— 
Description of the smaJl Temple— We start on our retum-^The Cashiefs— Temples at 
Deriy— At Armada— At Sabour—At Offidena-At DekM— At Garbs Girshe— At Garbe 
Dendour— Unable to visit the Temple at Kalapsche— Ruins at Hindaw- Temple at 
Daboude— Present flrom our Crew— PhUe— General Observations on Nitbia and its 
Inhabitants. 



At moonlight on Friday morning, 
August 1st, the anniversary of the 
battle of the Nile, we rose and went 
to work. We called the crew; but, as 
the^ did not appear in any huxry to 
come, we went up alone with lights. 
While making our arrangements to 
begin, we heard a great noise below, 
plainly dustinguishing Hassan's roaring 
voice above all the rest; and the word 
backsheeish frequently repeated. The 
Ghreek servant being sent down for a 
lamp, retomed with an account that 
they were an abusing us; and com- 
plaining that, after having worked hard 
for us, they only received two piastres 
per day, instead of four, which they 
merited (aUhongh their wages from 
the r^ia are only from seven to nine 



piastres per month). We were called 
christian dogs without faith ; and they 
sud we must take all our things out of 
the boat immediately, as they would 
stay no longer, having remained till 
they were tired, and in a place where 
they could get no provisions. Mr. 
Belzoni now went down to find our 
hammer which was mislaid; but re. 
solved to abstain from any argument 
with them. Immediately on seeing him 
they all fell down on their knees,and be- 
gan praying, bowing down, and kissing 
the ground, according to their custom. 
He took no notice of them; but brought 
all our arms and ammunition up. The 
janissary also went and brought his 
pistols; Hassan saying in his hearing, 
that he must carfy a soldier on his 
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back to Deny, implying that he must 
murder the janissary, though it was 
but the day before that he came to him 
saying that he wished to make peace, 
and that what he had formerly said 
against him came from his warmth of 
temper, and not from his heart. 

As soon as we had commeAced 
working by candlelight, one of the 
crew came to say that we must embark 
immediately and depart, or land our 
effects and let the boat go, as they 
could wait no longer. We sent word 
that they might go whenever they 
pleased ; but it would be to their own 
loss if they did, as we would pay them 
nothing ; and that for our part we 
were determined to remain till our 
work was completed. The crew now 
made their appearance in a body, 
dressed in their turbans and gowns, as 
at Elpha ; this being their custom when 
they wish to appear of consequence. 
They were armed with long sticks, 
pikes, swords, daggers, and two old 
rusty pistols, which would be more 
likely to kill the person who fired, 
than him who was fired at. In reply 
to our inquiry of what they wanted, 
they made long complaints of being 
badly paid, and of never having re- 
ceived any adequate recompense for 
having brought us provisions from the 
neighbouring villages, and for all their 
other endeavours to please us ; that 
they had waited here iill the last mo- 
ment, and must now go down the river; 
all at the same time joining in savage 
imprecations, and scraping the sand 
with their hatchets and swords. The 
reis, who was the foremost of the party, 
in a feigned paroxysm of anger, threw 
the sand up in his face, where the per- 
spiration caused it to stick.'*' At the 
same time we were accused of calling 
out << barout, barout," to the Abou- 
Simbel people, though it was them- 
selves that first taught us the meaning 
of that word. 

As all this farce was ^rformed to 
intimidate us, and to extort a sum of 
money as a reward for renuiining till 
the temple was opened, we took care 
that they should see by our conduct 



* *' They oried oat, and cast off their clothes, 
and threw dust into the air."^AGte, zxii. 23. 



tliat the scheme entirely failed. Avoid- 
ing, therefore, all passionate behaviour^ 
we replied coolly and deliberately to 
all their lying imputations, telling them 
that if they studied their own inte- 
rests, they would behave very differ- 
ently ; that this, of all others, was ibe 
most unlikely method to obtain any 
thing from us; and that, as they had 
stayed ninety-nine days, why not re- 
main the hundredth I At length one 
of the crew stepped forward, and pre- 
tended to be a peace-maker. The 
janissary, meantime, had squeezed 
himself through the whole, and entered 
the temple during the debate, unknown 
to them ; till one of the strangers, 
having stolen behind to see what work 
we had done, found it out, and apprised 
the crew. Seeing themselves foiled 
in every way, they now pretended to 
suffer the mediator, with some reluct- 
ance, to disarm them ; and then, strip- 
ping, began to work, laughing and 
repeating tyep, tyep — g^, good, 
Berby tyep (berby means temple). 
We deemed it our best policy to sup- 
press our feelings, and appear recon- 
ciled. Hassan had told the cook that 
the^y could murder us all if they choee ; 
that neither law nor justice were known 
in this country ; that they could, after 
conunitting the crime, fiy to the moun- 
tains, where no one would pursue 
them ; that they were not the poor 
people we took them for*; that they had 
kept the French at bay four years ; 
that they kept their own slaves, cattle, 
&c, &c. 

We were now enabled to enter the 
temple ; and thus ended all our doubts 
and anxiety. We built a wall to barri- 
cade the door : it was made of stones 
and mud, with a foundation of date- 
trees driven in to prevent the sand 
from giving way« A toad crept out of 
the temple while we were thus em- 
ployed, and hid himself in the rubbish 
at the entrance. We brought down to 
the boat some statues of calcareous 
stone, which we found in the temple. 
There were two sphinxes, emblem- 
atical of Osiris (lion's body and hawk's 
head) ; a monkey similar to those over 
the cornice, only smaller ; and a kneel- 
ing female figure, with an altar, having. 
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a ram's head on it, in her lap. At 
three we went to work again. Two of 
the Abou-Simbel peasants came, and 
appeared astonished that we had suc- 
ceeded. They said the country people 
had no idea we should have accom- 
plished our undertaking. They ap- 
peared to think the temple would make 
a good hiding-place for their cattle, &c., 
whenever the Bedouins came to rob 
them. 

Saturday y August 2, — We continued 
working at the wall before the door. 
Hassan asked for some of our money 
to go and purchase a sheep, stimulated, 
no doubt, by the expectation of the 
share they always had, viz. the entrails, 
skin, and head, none of the former of 
which the crew rejected : indeed, on 
one occasion, I' saw one of them gnaw- 
ing the raw head as they were skinning 
the animftV Having no provisions left 
but doura, a grain not unlike pearl- 
barley, we told Hassan it was to no 
purpose to bring us meat when we had 
no bread ; and that unless he brought 
the hitter, we did not wish for the 
former. He now took the money, pro- 
mismg to bring us bread also. We did 
not employ the sailors this evening, 
having finished the wall. Hassan 
was roaring and grumbling all day 
about money, in hopes that his bawling 
would induce us to give more. We 
took no notice of him, determined to 
give none until they had put the statues 
into the boat ; for we perceived there 
was a great difficulty made about re- 
moving them. This day all the mea- 
surements of the temple were taken, 
both externally and internally ; Captain 
Irby and I undertaking this task, while 
our oompanions were employed about 
their drawings. Towards the close of 
the evening, the man brought lis some 
cakes of doura and a sheep, for which, 
however, he made us pay thirteen 
piastres, a third more thiui the articles 
were worth. 

Sunday, August 3. — This morning 
some Abou-Sunbel people brought us 
some butter and a lamb. We told them, 
howei:er, that now they might keep 
their provisions to themselves. In the 
evening the crew, after much disputing 
with Hassan (who was against the 



measure), put the statues into the 
boat ; this being the condition on which 
they were to receive the backsheeish. 
Soon after this we gave them a present 
of forty piastres amongst them. We 
had considerable difficulty in satisfying 
them ; for the reis, on perceiving the 
money, snatched it up, saying it was 
his share. We, however, took it from 
him, and distributed it according to 
our original plan. 

I shfUl nqw give some further par- 
ticulars respecting the exterior of the 
temple^ and then proceed to notice the 
most prominent b^uties of theinterior. 
The four colossal figures in front of 
the temple are all of men ; they are in 
a sitting posture, above sixty feet high, 
and the two which we have partly un- 
covered, are sculptured in the best 
style of Egyptian art, and are in a 
much higher state of preservation 
than any colossal statues remaining 
in Egypt. They are uncovered at 
present only as far as the breast. 
Before the recent excavations one of 
the faces was alone partly visible, and 
part of the head-dress of the other 
remaining two. The face of the statue. 
No. 2, whether taken in the front view 
or profile, exhibits one of the most 
perfect specimens of beauty imagin- 
able. It has so far resisted the effects 
of time, as not to have the leastscratch 
or imperfection; and there is that 
placid serenity which one admires in 
most of the Egyptian countenances. 
The face of the statue, No. 3, has a 
more serious aspect; the nose is not so 
aquiline, nor is the mouth so well 
turned : it is not, however, without its 
beauties, and perhaps a connoisseur 
would say the features possess more 
character than the former. The 
statues are not, however, without their 
imperfections; the necks are short, 
out of all proportion, and the ears are 
placed considerably too high, a defect 
very common amongst the Egyptian 
figures ; the bodies also seem to lean 
rather too much forward for the na- 
tural position of a sitting figure. How* 
ever, it is scarcely fiiir to pass judgo 
ment on this latter defect, as, being 
partly uncovered, they could not be 
seen to proper advantage. '* 
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Little or no space appears to have 
boeu left between the figures on either 
side, and scarcely more in the centi« 
than sufficient for the door. Imme- 
diately above the door, which was 
formerly surmounted by a cornice, 
now broken, is a tablet of hierogly- 
phics, over which is an oblong square 
niehe enclosmg a standing figure of a 
hawk.headed Omris, in fuU relief, pro- 
jecting no more than the depth of the 
niche itself. On the head of this 
figure is a globe; and below, on each 
-side of the legs, are two symbols, which 
appear suspended from its hands ; one 
is a small female figure, the other a 
staff surmounted with the dog's or 
fox's head. On either side of the niche 
is a female figure in intaglio, present- 
ing an offering to the deity; and there 
are various hieroglyphic inscriptions, 
probably descriptive of the oblations. 
The cornice above the door presents a 
very curious appearance ; it has been 
broken by a fall of part of the rock 
above, and the chisel has smce been 
evidently employed to form the re- 
maining part into some otner shape, 
or to fttBhion it for the reception of a 
new cornice, or some other ornament 
of that description. 

The interior of the temple is 154 
feet kmg, by 52 broad (exclusive of the 
side chambers) ; it is comprised of 
fourteen separate apartments, whereof 
the first is the principal hall, 57 feet 
by 52 ; the second an ante-chamber, 
37 feet by 25 ; the narrow chamber, 
crossing the other two, 37 ft. by 9 ft. 
11 in. ; after which comes the sanc- 
tuary, 23 ft. 7 in. by 12 ft. 3 in. ; the 
rest are side apartments, placed in 
various directions. The interior of 
this temple is a work not inferior to 
any excavation in Egypt or Nubia, not 
even excepting the tombs of the kiugs: 
indeed, the effect produced on first 
entering it is more striking than any 
which those can afford : the loftiness 
of the ceiling; the imposing height of 
the square pillars, and of the erect 
eolossal statues, full 30 ft. high, at- 
tached to them ; and the dimensions 
of the apartments, which are on a 
Bsuch larger scale than any of the 
other exeavatioBa; aU contribute to 



render the interior of this templo not 
less admirable than its splendid ex- 
terior. 

The sculpture on the walls is not so 
well finished, nor the colouring so per- 
fect, as in the totnbs of thei kmgs; but 
the composition and invention of the 
design, and its spirited execution^ may 
be considered as equal to anything in 
Eg}'pt. The extreme heat and close- 
ness of the apartments, occasioned by 
the want of a free circulation of air, 
have contributed materially to injure 
the paint; but enough of the colouring 
still remains to enable the spectator 
to judge of what is lost, and to con. 
vince Wm of the original beauty of the 
work. The most conspicuous groups 
appear to represent the victories of 
some celebrated hero, apparently the 
same who is depicted at Medinet Aboo, 
Luxor, Camack, and other parts of 
Egypt, together with the triumphant 
processions and consequent offerings 
to the deities. There is little difference 
in these groups from the similar 
sculptures in the buildings above, 
mentioned : the hero appears in the 
same manner in his car ; he is of a 
gigantic stature, and is destroying his 
enemies with his arrows. The van- 
quished suing for mercy ; the dis- 
comfiture and flight of their com- 
panions ; the procession of the prison- 
ers, and the ^stribution of the other 
parts of the groups, are likewise nearly 
the same. The prisoners seem to be 
of different nations from those repre- 
sented in other places ; and it is a cir- 
enmstance of no little interest to see 
here, thus accurately painted, the cos- 
tumes of the various tribes of tiie 
interior of Africa, at a date so remote 
that nowhere else can we expect to 
find any des<^ption either of their 
manners or their custome. How in- 
teresting would a minute copy of these 
groups be to travellers in the interior 
of Africa, who could compare tbem 
with the inhabitants of the present 
day I Some of the captives are per- 
fectly black, and have all the chainic- 
teristies of the tribes of the interior of 
Africa — such as woolly hair, thick lips, 
long sleek limbs, &c. ; others are of a 
lighter hue, not unlike the present 
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race of NubuuuL The most common 
dress consists of the leopard's and 
tiger's skin, fastened round the waist, 
while the upper part of the body re- 
mains uncovered. The cap which 
they most commonly wear is of a con- 
stmetion which I do not recolieet to 
have observed elsewhere, and appears 
to consist of the leaves of the palm- 
tree, dried and cut in slips ; while the 
workmanship is a sort oi neat plaiting, 
apparently worked with much inge- 
nuity. Those who wear the caps have 
no hair, but some are distinguished by 
bushy hair and beards. 

In one of the groups is represented 
the storming of a fortress, of very 
ff^ng nlay constniction« which is de- 
fended by people of the race just men- 
tioned. Chi ihe top are seen women, 
among whom, one in a sitting posture, 
wholly divested of drapery, and of a 
light complexion, bears no resem- 
blance in character or attitude to 
those represented in other places by 
the Egyptians. The hero who directs 
the assault is, as usual, of gigantic 
stature. On tiie pkin below are seen 
the peasants driving their cattle away 
from the presence of the conqueror, 
designed with much spirited action ; 
aoauB of the besieged party are also 
kneeling and imploring clemency. The 
arrows are flying from all quarters 
amongst the defenders ; and some are 
seen plucking them from their fore- 
heads, arms, and other parts of their 
body. Large stones hurled down from 
aboTe, do not appear in any way to 
intimidate the attacking party. The 
group of twelve supplicating viotkns, 
which the hero is represented in an- 
other part as grasping with one hand 
by the united Imir of their heads, while 
with the other he uplifts the axe to 
sacrifice them, is executed with much 
energy and force; and the marked 
difference of character in the several 
countenances of the various tribes 
they bdonged to, is given in a mas. 
terly style : the expression of agony 
and despair in their several features 
is adnairable. 

In this temple we found several de- 
tached statues of calcareous stone ; 
one of which, a little Urger than life. 



is executed in a better style than is 
generally to be met with in Egyptian 
sculpture ; the head and lower part of 
the legs are wanting, as well as one of 
the arms; but the remaining parts 
snffidiently attest the skill and good 
taste of the sculptor. The figure is 
an upright one, and seems to have 
represented OsiriSjOr the hero depicted 
on the walls. The surface of what 
rednains is scarcely injured ; but the 
substance of the stone is so decayed 
by time, that any attempt to remove 
it would probably occasion its total 
destruction. The statues which we 
brought away, and which I have 
already mentioned, wero found in 
different parts of the temple. 

How long this temple has been 
buried is a question which must ever 
romainunanswerod. Forty feet of sand 
had accumulated above the top of the 
door, beforo the recent excavations, 
which wero carried no fhrther than 
3 feet below the top of the entrance. 
Thero is reason to suppose that the 
temple was deserted beforo any sand 
had collected in front of it; but there 
is nothing either in the interior or ex- 
terior wMch indicates the age in which 
it was abandoned. Very little sand 
was found in the temple compared with 
what miffht have been expected: it did 
not reach beyond the second pilaster, 
and was not much broads than the 
door-way. This, no doubt, was partly 
owing to thagreat depth (18 ft. 11 in.) 
of the entrance-passage. A light black 
substance^ which seemed to be decayed 
wood, was found in every apartment, 
in some places of the depth of 2 ft.; 
its substance, at the surface, was not 
unlike that of snow when it has been 
frozen over by one night's frost ; it 
cracked under the foot, leaving the 
impression. Many small pieces of wood 
wero strowed about, apparontly little 
injured by time, but which, on being 
touched, crumbled into dust. The 
wooden pivots on which the doors tra- 
versed still remain in the upper comer 
of all the entrances to the differont 
chambers; and we also found fragments 
of wood in many places. Some of these 
appearod so perfect, that we thought of 
bringing them away ; but they mouU 
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dered at the first touch: we were, 
therefore, very careful in leaving what 
remained for the benefit of futaira tra- 
vellers. A broken brass socket, for 
the pivot of a door to traverse on, was 
also found. 

The extreme heat of the temple was 
such, that Mr. Beechey spoiled hisdraw- 
ing-book while only copying one of the 
groups, the perspiration having entirely 
soaked through it: it produces the same 
sensation and effects as the hottest 
vapour-bath. In the centre of the 
sanctuary is a bench with four sitting 
statues: the one on the right is Osiri% 
with the hawk's head and globe ; the 
others are human figures: two have 
the crux ansata $ in their hand. 

The eight standing figures of Osiris, 
30 ft. high, which ornament the outer 
hall, and between which is the passage 
into the interior of the temple, are as 
well proportioned as they are highly 
finished: the drapery reaches nearly 
half-way down to the knees, and is 
striped like that of the figures without 
The features of the countenances are 
perfect, and they all have the hook and 
scourge (the usual emblems of Osiris) 
in their hands, which are crossed on 
the breast. 

I shall now describe what, speaking 
comparatively, we may call the small 
temple of Abou-Simbel. The direc- 
tion of the river here is W. S.W. and 
£. N. £. Both the temples are situated 
on the left bank, at the ends of the 
two mountains which form the valley, 
through which the sand which has 
buried the great temple found its pas- 
sage : both are cut out of the solid 
rock, which is of a sandy or calcareous 
nature. The easternmost and smallest 
appears to have been made before the 
other, as the style of the colossal sta- 
tues which are sculptured in the front 
of it, are ruder than that of the large 
one, and have been cut in a less ad- 
vanced state of the art. The front of 
the temple is not perpendicular, but 
sloping from the top to the bottom. 
Six square spaces are excavated in the 
surface, serving as niches to the same 
number of colossal figures, the remain- 
ing part being left in the form of but- 
tresses projecting 10 ft. at the base 



beyond the inside of the niches. The 
door is in the centre, with three erect 
figures, one a female (Isis), with a male 
figure on each side of her: these lat- 
ter represent Osiris. On either side, 
between these colossal statues, are two 
figures of about 6 ft. high, which reach 
neai'ly to the knees of the former: 
those supporting the male figures ap- 
pear to represent Uorus, while the 
others near Isis are females. The space 
left in the centre, and in which the 
door is cut, is more than twice the 
breadth of the other projections be> 
tween the figures, and slopes on the 
same plane with them for about one- 
third from the top : it then descends 
somewhat more perpendicularly; and 
in this lower plane the door ia cut, 
without any other projection. The 
points of the projecting buttresses are 
covered with hieroglypMcs; andasingle 
line of them extends along the top of 
the niches for the whole breadth of the 
temple, of which it forms the orna- 
mental summit. Immediately above 
the door is an offering to Osiris; and 
on each side of it are hieroglyphics as 
on the other projections : a line of ser- 
pents and globes surmounts the offer- 
ing, similar to what is often met with 
over the doors of Egyptian temples. 
The height of the projecting buttresses 
nearest the door is 34 ft. 7 in. ; taken 
in the angle that of the others is 38 ft, 
their projection at the base 10 ft, that 
of the door only 7 ft. 6 in. ; the dis- 
tance between each buttress, 8ft. 3 in.; 
breadth of the buttresses, 4 ft 7 in. 
The height of the female figures is 
24 ft. 6 in.y not including the head or- 
nament, which reaches to the top of 
the buttress. The male figures are 
25ft, Bin. high, and then: head-dresses 
4 ft. 10 in. The height of the door* 
way is 11 ft. 6 in. ; width, 4 ft 10 in. ; 
the length of the passage into the 
temple, 12 ft 9 in. The whole width 
of the ornamented front of the temple 
is 88 ft, and its height, in a perpendi- 
cular line, may be about 40 ft 

The interior of the temple is com- 
posed of three principal apartments ; 
the first and largest supported by six 
pilasters, three on each side^ (sur- 
mounted with the head of laia in the 
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front,) is 36 ft by 34 ; the space in the 
centre between the pilasters is 14 ft. 
6 in., and they are 7 ft. 8 in. from the 
wall : the distance between the pilas- 
ters 5 ft. 9 in. ; their dimensions 3 ft. 7 in. 
by 3 ft. 3 in. The breadth of the se- 
cond chamber 8ft. 5 in.; its length ia 
the same as the first, taken at right 
angles with the line of entrance : the 
sanctuary is 7 ft. 10 m. by 8 ft. 9 in. : 
on each side of the second chamber is 
a small side apartment 6 ft square. 

I shall describe the decorations of 
the interior rather minutely, as there 
Is more uniformity, and evident allu- 
sion to the deity to whom the temple 
is dedicated (Isis), than is generally 
met with. The interior of the porch 
is ornamented on each side by an 
offering to Isis from a human figure. 
Within the chamber, on each side of 
the entry, is a large figure having an 
axe in one hand, whilst with the other 
he grasps a bow, and holds a kneeling 
victim by the hair of the head. On 
either side are two human figures: 
that in front has a knife upheld, and 
appears to command the sacrifice ; 
wlule that behind seemsto preside over 
it with the lotus flower in her hand: 
the opposite side is the same, except- 
ing that the figure commanding the 
sacrifice is Osiris. On the left, as you 
enter, the wall is embellished with,first, 
an offering to Isis; secondly, the initia- 
tion, by Jupiter Ammon and Osiris, of 
a young priest ; thirdly, an offering by 
a female figure, of a small sistrum, 
surmounted by the head of Isis and 
the serpent, togetiier with the lotus 
flower, to a male figure ; fourthly, an 
offering to a male figure of a small 
sitting figure, with the crux ansata on 
its knees, which are raised up. On 
the light hand the wall is ornamented 
wHb, first, an offering of provisions to 
Osiris, with the scourge in his hand ; 
8econdly,an offering of the lotus flower 
and three water-pots, pouring water 
on other flowers, to Jupiter Ammon ; 
thirdly, an offering to Isis of two small 
heads of that deity surmounting two 
short handles or staffs ; fourthly, an 
offering to Osiris of two small water- 
vaaesu At the end, on one side of the 
door^ 18 an offering to Isis of the lotus; 



and opposite is the same offering to a 
female figure. The inner chamber 
has offerings to Isis and Osiris, and 
the initiation of a priestess by two 
Isides; the sanctuary has a small 
figure, in alto-relievo, in a recess at 
the end. 

Monday, August 4. — Early this 
morning we started on our return, and 
soon saw, on the eastern bank, Mahom- 
med and AU Gashief, together with the 
band of thieves that had attempted to 
plunder us. They hailed us, and asked 
if we had opened the temple, and how 
much money we had found in it. In 
the evening we called onDaoud Gashief, 
who protested his innocence of the 
transactions at Abou-Simbel, even be- 
fore we had mentioned the subject. 
This was certainly not very wise in him; 
as nothing could tend more to prove 
his guilt: and, if further evidence were 
necessary, we saw amongst his train 
several of the principal spies and bullies 
that had annoyed us. It was, however, 
necessary to dissemble, and appear to 
credit him, as a contrary line of con- 
duct could lead to no good ; and, after 
receiving a present of a sheep, goat, 
and some bread, together with his pro- 
mise to keep the temple open for Mr. 
Salt, we took our leave. When near 
Deny, we met Halleel crossing the 
water to be present at our interview 
with his brother, and thus get his share 
of anything else that could be squeezed 
out of us : he was, however, too late. 

In the evening we arrived at Derry, 
and went to see the temple with candles. 
This temple is situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the town : it is cut in 
the solid rock, but is so much ruined 
that nothing perfect is to be seen. 
There has been a middling-sized hall, 
with eight square pilasters and four 
terms^ with standing figures in alto- 
relievo. The latter seem to form a sort 
of portico to the principal chamber. 
The eight outer pilasters have falien; 
but those of the portico are perfect, 
with the exception of the terms, which 
have all been broken off. Witliin is 
the principal chamber, 17 paces by 16^ 
supported on each side of the centre 
by three pilasters ; this latter leads to 
the sanctuary, on each side of which 
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18 » small chamber Burrounded with 
benches. At the further end of the 
sanctuary are the marks of four sitting 
Statues whidi have been chiselled off : 
they appear to have resembled those 
of the large temple of Abou-Simbel. 
In this temple the stucco and paint is 
imperfect, and the whole has a black 
and dismal appearance ; bat^ to judge 
from the size and execution of the 
figures, &c., in intaglio, on the walls, 
it may once have been handsome. The 
dedication appears to have been to 
Osii'is. There are boats, battles, saci'i- 
fices, &c., like those at Abou-SimbeL 

We had just gone to bed this even- 
ing, when Haileel arrived. He sent 
us a present of some aqua vitse^ and a 
miserable sheep. All these presents 
are paid for at the rate of double their 
value. 

TitesdaVf August 5 Early this 

morning Haileel came on board; when 
we told him, as we had his brother, 
that we had nothing left to bestow 
upon him, having given away every- 
thing we had to spare. All this while 
he was whispering to one of our sailors, 
asking, no doubt, if we had anything 
left, and whether it was true, that we 
had given nothing to his brother, He 
now examined attentively everything 
in the cabin; but as nothing was forth- 
coming, he took his leave, and we 
started also, glad to get rid of him and 
Derry too. It was here that poor 
Norden, eighty years ago, met with the 
treatment from Baram Cashief, which 
prevented his going farther up the 
river. This morning we visited the 
temple at Armada, and saw two ga- 
zelles near it. This temple is built in 
the deseH (at least it is a desert now), 
not far from the river, on the opposite 
side from Derry, and about one quarter 
of the way between the latter place 
and Koroskoff. It consists of a hall, 
supported by twelve pilasters and four 
pillars, in four rows of four each ; but 
as a wall of intercolumniation sur- 
rounds it, the detached pilasters and 
pillars within the hall are only six in 
number. Beyond the hall is a small 
cross chamber, 9 paces by 3, and within 
that is the sanctuary, which is 8 paces 
by 3. The interior of the latter is 



daubed over with plaster, and modem 
Greek paintings of the twelve apostles, 
saints, &c. Underneath this plaster, 
however, the ancient Egyptian figures 
and hieroglyphics, &c., in bas-relief, 
appear : they have been executed in a 
very superior style ; and the colouring 
has been rich beyond description. 
There is a small chajnber on each side 
of the sanctuary. The dedidation is 
to Osiris. The sand has drifted into 
and nearly filled up the hall* Some 
modem sun-burnt brick ruins attached 
to the temple have probably been ad- 
ditions by the Greeks. 

At noon we arrived at Saboiir, and 
proceeded to inspect its temple^ situ- 
ated on the western bank, about 100 
yards from the river side. It is built 
of calcareous ston<3, in a plain at the 
foot of the mountain,at present covered 
with sand. The approach to it is by 
an avenue of sphinxes, with two statues 
in a standing position at the end nearest 
the Nile, all of calcareous stone. At 
the further end of the avenue is a 
pylon, with two fragments of ill-carved 
statues, which have been thrown down: 
they are all full-length figuresj, and 
much dilapidated. On e^^ side of 
the entrance within is a peristyle space, 
with four terms on either side ; these 
appear to form the hall of the temple, 
which, being filled with sand, cannot be 
entered. The masonry is here much 
ruined ; and there is not one perfect 
figure to be found. Wc observed that 
the hieroglyphics on the back of the 
two statues, nearest the temple, were 
the same as those on the frieze of the 
large temple at Abou-Simbel, with the 
difference only of being written verti- 
cally instead of horizontally. These- 
hieroglyphics occur on either side of 
the crux ansata, which occupies the 
centre of the frieze : on one side i^ey 
are written from right to left, and on 
the other from left to right. The hie- 
roglyphics on the uppier part of Cleo- 
patra's needles at Alexandria, are 
exactly the same ; and we noticed 
similar characters on the two great 
obelisks at Luxor. 

Towards the close of the evening we 
had another quarrel with Hassan, who 
drew his dagger on Mr, Belzoni, utter- 
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ing savage imprecations, and saying, 
that all who disbelieved in the prophet 
were dogs. We made a great effort to 
get him out of the boat ; but the reis 
and crew adhered together so much, 
that we could not succeed. In this 
country it is difficult to chastise an 
insult; for should a traveller so far 
forget himself as to use a weapon 
against a Nubian, he would be sure to 
be sacrUiced, as the whole country 
would rise against him, and escape 
would be impossible.* A pistol went 
off twice by accident in the boat during 
these unpleasant disputes ; but, fortu- 
nately, did no harm; and Captain Irby 
had his hand much cut in wresting a 
dagger from Hassan, who, foaming 
with rage, was in the act of stabbing 
Mr. Belzoni It is not a year ago, 
since a Russian was murdered a little 
above Derry : he was in company with 
another who escaped to Assuan ; they 
were unfortunately unarmed. Our 
reis and one of the sailors quitted the 
boat in consequence of our last quan-el. 
Wednesday J August 6. — We started 
at dawn on our voyage. About seven 
the reis returned. He now wanted to 
land the statues and leave them behind. 
This we told him he should not do; and 
advised him to beware what tricks he 
pbyed ns, as we would bring him to 
an aocpunt at Assuan, where, at least, 
there is some sort of government. 
Our young mameluke jomed us this 
morning, having been robbed of his 
money and the reed-raft which he had 
purchased. About noon we inspected 
the small temple at Offidena, which 
has been left in so uniiniBhed a state, 
that it is difficult to make much out of 
it. Ail that is at present to be seen is 
a small peristyle hall, with fourteen 
pillars ; but neither the columns, their 
capitals, nor the sides of the hall, are 
finished. The Greek Christians had 
converted this temple into a chapel. 
On the ruined wall of a detached 
building, there are three figures, evi- 
dently not Egyptian. They are in 
intaglio, and are either of ancient 
Greek or Roman workmanship. They 
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appear to represent an Egyptian, and 
a Grecian priest and priestess. In the 
same tablet is a figure of Isis, with 
Horus presenting her an offering. 

The people came and crowded round 
us here, asking for backsheeish. As 
they demanded it in a very imperti- 
nent manner, we did not give them 
anything till we had explained to them 
that a mqre quiet mode of begging 
would have got them more money. 
We endeavoured here to purchase a 
statue, the same that we had attempted 
to buy on going up ; but, after being 
detained about two hours, we were 
obliged to give it up. 

In the evening we visited the temple 
at Dekkl The exterior and part of 
the interior of this temple have not 
been finished ; but the basso-rcQievo in 
the interior bears every mark of hav- 
ing been executed by a skilful artist. 
Only one chamber, however, has been 
completed with stucco and painting. 
The whole building is on a small scale, 
but the plan is very neat ; it is 
approached by a pylon, beyond which 
is a portico of two columns in front 
Within this are three small but dis- 
tinct chambers : the centre apartment 
]& narrow, with a smaller one on eadi 
side. One of these has steps by which 
you may ascend to the top of the 
temple. The width of the building is 
narrower than that of the pylon^ and a 
wall from the exterior of the latter 
surrounded it. The entrance of the 
pylon is covered with Greek inscrip- 
tions; amongst which, several com- 
memorate the homage paid to the god 
Mercury, by Greek and •Roman visi- 
tors ; the latter under the reign of - 
Tiberius Csosar. This temple, like 
some others in Nubia, has been subse- 
quently used as a Greek chapel, as 
appears by their daubed paintings. 
Other ruins are scattered about near 
the temple : probably those of some 
small town. 

Thursday, August 7. — We started 
at dawn, and visited the temple of 
Grarbe Girshe. The natives here have 
a vety bad character. Last year they 
murdered a soldier of the pasha's, 
and not having been punished for it^ 
have become remarkably insolent. 
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Seeing as all armed, and not being 
namerous themselves, they asked for 
backaheeish in a quiet manner, and we 
gave them some. This temple is prin- 
cipiUly an excavation in the rock, but 
has been fronted by a built portico or 
peristyle hall ; of which four terms on 
each side, and two pillars in front, 
remain in a mutilated state. But there 
have been many more of the latter ; 
and probably it was approached by a 
flight of steps preceded .by an avenue 
of sphinxes, fragments of which still 
remain. The excavated chambers 
have a black and dismal appearance, 
and the interior ones have become the 
habitation of bats. In plan it is not 
dissimilar to the great temple at Abou- 
Simbel, but much smaller; and tlie 
sculpture is unusually bad and heavy. 
The first chamber is 19 paces by 
18, and is supported by six terms, 
three on each side of the centre, 
with alto-relievo figures of Osiris in 
an erect posture ; but, instead of the 
arms being across the breast, with the 
scourge in one hand and the hook in 
the other, as at Abou-Simbel,both the 
insignia are here in the light hand, 
which is uplifted, while the left hangs 
down : these are executed in a most 
heavy and unsightly manner. On either 
side of this chamber are four niches, 
in each of which are four alto-relievo 
figures. The second chamber is smaller, 
supported by two pilasters, one on 
each side of the centre. Beyond this 
is the sanctuary, which is small ; the 
altar remains in it, and four sitting 
statues at the further end. There is a 
small chamber on each side of the 
sanctuary ; and side apartments lead- 
ing from the second chamber. 

Towards sun-set we inspected the 
temple of Garbe Dendour. This is a 
small unfinished edifice. It is built 
with a small portico of two columns in 
front, and has two small chambers 
within it. The sanctuary at the back 
is an excavation in the rock, before 
which the temple is built. Before the 
building is a portal and a square space 
walled in, probably intended as a quay 
to protect the edifice from the river 
near which it stands^Garbe Merie. 
We passed this place without stopping. 



there being nothing but the broken 
wall of ft temple with hieroglyphics 
on it. 

In the evening we landed at KaJap- 
sche, and went up to see the temple. 
Here we found all the natives collected 
together, armed with their daggers^ to 
dispute tiie entrance. We demanded 
the reason of their being assembled in 
such numbers, and what they wanted: 
they said they must be paid before we 
entered the temple. 'We asked the 
speaker if he meant that he himself 
was to be paid, or who it was that we 
were to give money to. They all cried 
out, that we must pay every one of 
them. Now, as there were about sixty, 
and others were arriving, we thought 
it a bad speculation, and explained to 
them that we cared very little about 
going into the temple, as we had 
already inspected it ; but that, if they 
chose to let us enter, we would give 
them a reasonable present when we 
came out. While we were settling 
this, our janissary thought fit to pick 
a quarrel with the natives, abusing 
them all, calling them thieves, and 
saying we would enter the temple by 
force. In consequence of this, lliey aU 
rushed on him with their drawn dag- 
gers, and had nearly wrenched his 
musket from him, when, thinking it 
high time, we flew to his rescue, and, 
after much struggling, succeeded in 
regaining him ms arms. We were 
now glad to get to the boat, being well 
hooted as we went down ; and, on our 
shoving ofi*, they pelted us with stones. 
We fired a musket over their heads, to 
show them that we had ammunition. 
Our Greek servant told us, that,. while 
we were absent, one villain had entered 
the boat with a drawn sword, and was 
proceeding to plunder it, when, con. 
ceiving that this was carrying things 
a little too far, he pointed a loaded 
gun at the fellow's head, with a threat 
that he would lay him dead on the spot 
unless he desisted. This timely firm- 
ness caused him to quit the bark ; the 
crew all the while not interfering or 
saying a word. We commended the 
Greek for his presence of mind ; but 
had not so mudi reason to be satisfied 
with the janissary, whose unseasonable 
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rashness alone prevented our seeing 
the temple ; this was the more pro> 
yoking, as higher up the river such a 
fit of Talonr might occasionally have 
been of use. 

It is a great inconvenience to a tra- 
Teller in this region that both servants 
and interpreters always think them, 
selves wiser than their masters ; and, 
therefore, when they are desired to say 
or do anything, always act according 
to the dictates of their own judgment, 
never letting their employer's wishes 
inflaence them. When interpreting 
they never tell you half what is said, 
and frequently when you explain some- 
thing which you are anxious should be 
interpreted, they answer, « Yes, yes, 1 
know it ;" never thinking of telling the 
other party, but taking it for granted 
you are speaking for their information, 
not for the purpose of their explaining 
your words to others. 

This evening we repassed the gates' 
of Nubia. As the Nile was now high, 
and the river at this point is much 
contracted by the approach of the 
mountains on both sides, the rocks 
jutting down perpendicularly into the 
water, our crew, in the hope of obtain, 
iog bsMcksfaeeish, made a great merit of 
talking the boat through the rapids ; 
but, though noticing all that was going 
forward, we took care, by an assumed 
carelessness, to make them think that 
we were regardless of the whole pro- 
ceeding, and thus escaped an additional 
tax. 

This evening the current drove us 
past the two small temples of Teffa. 
Mr. Belzoni, who has seen them, says 
tiiat only one of them is finished ; it 'is 
dedicated to Isis, and is about 20 ft. 
square ; it is in a dirty state, being 
used as a cow-house — not a bad appli- 
cation for a temple of Isis, to whom 
the eow was peculiarly sacred. The 
other, which is of the same size, and 
situated near the former (both being 
on the western bank of the river and 
near the water's edge), has never been 
completed. 

Just before dark we went to visit 
Hindaw. The iruins in this quarter 
are very extensive, but nothing can be 
distinctly made out as to the nature of 



the buildings, which, whatever they 
may have been intendeil for, have never 
been finished. Beginning from the 
southward, the first object is a great 
square, situated on a bed of rock sur- 
rounded by an unfinished wall, built 
of immense blocks of calcareous stone. 
On the north side, in the middle, there 
is a portal similar to those by which 
the Egyptian temples are generally 
approached : the top of the door-way 
is ornamented with the winged globe, 
and a figure of Isis, in basso-relievo, 
appears half finished on the side of it. 
It is not improbable that this wall 
(which incloses a space about half-a- 
mile square) may have been intended 
to surround several temples ; its extent 
being too great for us to suppose that 
only one was intended to be constructed 
within it. Further north is an exten- 
sive quarry, from which, it is probable, 
the stone for these buildings was ob- 
tained. Within this quarry we per- 
ceived a doorway carved in the Egyp- 
tian style ; and on each side of it a 
Qonvexity, as if it had been intended 
to carve out pillars. There is also a 
niche, with a bust of Roman execution 
on each side, and forty- two very perfect 
Greek inscriptions, written in the time 
of the Romans, to commemorate the 
visits of various generals, and other 
persons of distinction, who had come 
here to pay their vows. Mr. Bankes 
copied all these. To the northward 
of the quarry, on an eminence, is a 
small unfinished portico, of two pillars 
on each side, and two in the front ; the 
capitals are finely executed : those of 
the former combine the lotus flower 
with the vine, date, and doura grain ; 
the Utter have a quadruple head of i 
Isis. 

Friday, August 8. — At noon we in- 
spected the temple at Daboude ; it is 
situated about two hundred yards from' 
the river side, and is altogether un- 
finished. The approach is by three' 
portals. The temple consists of a 
portico, composed of four columns in 
front, and a wall of intercolumniation 
reaching half way up the pillars. 
Within, there are two chambers and 
a sanctuary : the latter contains two 
handsome monolithe cages of red gra- 
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nite, between 6 and 7 feet high, and 
aboat 4 broad^ these are the only 
objects of interest which the temple 
contains. Towards the river side, on 
the banks, are the remains of a quay. 
To-day the murderer quitted the bark, 
not dai*ing to show himself near Philse: 
he did not appear ashamed of the 
erime which he had committed. 

In the evening our crew stopped at 
their village, and brought a scabby, 
half-starved lamb as a present to us. 
We could not forbear from laughing, 
as it was really the most pitiful animal 
we had seen in the country ; and it 
must have put them to no small trouble 
to find such a specimen. We refused 
the present most stoutly, but it was all 
in vain ; they forced it into the boat. 
At three we arrived at Philse, called 
by Hamilton and Burckhardt, Griesiret 
el Berbe el Ghassir, or Giesiret Anas 
el Wodjoud. The first of the^e names 
means the Island of ruined Temples — 
not an inapt denomination. Philse is 
the easternmost of a group of islands 
and rocks which compose the first 
cataract. It is about half-a-mile long, 
rather high, and, being entirely covered 
with magnificent ruins, has a grand 
and imposing appearance: the lofty 
pylons are seen at a great distance, 
and produce a fine effect. The island 
divides the Nile into two streams, and 
the water, finding so great an impedi- 
ment in its course, rushes by with 
considerable velocity. The principal 
edifices are approached by an avenue 
formed on each side by a gallery sup- 
ported by columns, the capitals of all 
which are different There are thirty 
of these pUlars on the left, and on the 
right only sixteen, with cells (probably 
the habitation of the priests) within 
them ; the greater part of these last- 
mentioned columns are finished, but 
there are some incomplete. These 
show that the columns were first con- 
structed and erected in the rough, and 
that the sculpture was finished after- 
wards. The rough outlines which we 
found traced were very curious ; and, 
neatly as all the capitals are sculptured, 
the ai-tist who finished them had but a 
rough and coarse pattern to guide him. 
The diifereuceinthe number of columns 



in the two galleries is occasioned by a 
small temple having been situated at 
each end of the one on the right : these 
temples are now entirely ruined. At 
the end of the avenue is a large pylon, 
formed by two moles. The entrance 
in the centre has had two lions, and 
two small obelisks of red granite, or- 
namented with hieroglyphics, before 
it. It is on the pedestal of one of these 
latter that Mx^. Bankes discovered the 
Greek inscription ; and it is on the 
doorway of this pylon that the inscrip- 
tion was written, announcing; that this 
island was the boundary of the French 
conquests in Egypt, and consequently 
of their progress up the Nile. The 
following is a verbatim copy of it : — 

^'R^publique Fran^oise, An 6* Le 
13 Messidor. Une Armee Fran9oiBe 
commandee par Bonaparte est descen- 
due a Alexandrie. L'Arm^e ayant mis, 
vingt jours apr^s,IesMamlouk8 enfuite 
aux Py ram ides, Dessaix, comman- 
dant la premiere Division, les a pour- 
suivis au-dela Jusqu' aux Cataracts, oik 
il est arrive le 13 Ventose, 3 Mars. 
Les G^nei*aux de Brigade." Here 
follow the names. 

''An7dela Repvblique, 
de Jes. Chr. 1799." 

It was in the portico of this temple 
that we noticed the elephant as an 
hieroglyphic. This is the only instance 
of our finding this symbol in the 
country. The portico leads through 
the left end of the great pylon, after 
which there is a handsome court or 
hall, and then you enter the temple. 

We here first noticed a singular im- 
perfection or peculiarity in the sculp- 
ture of the large figure of Isis in the 
great pylon— she has two left hands. 
We have since observed the same sin- 
gularity in other places. The French 
work has given some of them. In all 
parts of the island, on the sides of the 
temples, are Greek inscriptions, com- 
memorating the worship of Greek and 
Roman generals who have come to pay 
their vows to Isis and Serapis. Philse 
is said to have been the spot where 
Isis was appeased of her wrath for the 
violence offered by Typhon to her hus- 
band ; and hence we'find no less thaa 
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four temples dedicated to her in so 
small a compass. 

Before I quit Nubia, I will add a few 
observations on the country and its 
inhabitants. At present only two Eng- 
lish travellers have been in this coun- 
try. Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Leake, and 
Captain Hayes, visited Daboude, but 
were prevented from advancing further 
by the united efforts of the cashiefs, 
and the mameluke bey, Elfi. Mr. 
Hamilton's book contains the result of 
the mission into Upper Egypt. The 
French had penetrated only as far as 
Philsa, where they left the inscription 
just given. Several years elapsed 
before any European travellers entered 
Nubia, when Burckhardt led the way, 
and was followed by Mr. Legh and 
Mr. Bankes: — the former has pub- 
lished. 

Immediately after passing the first 
cataract, the ti'aveller observes that 
the Mockatem and Lybian chains of 
mountains close in U{)on the Nile : 
this remark is applicable, with few 
exceptions, throughout Nubia, at least 
as £ur as we went ; there is, conse- 
quently, only a narrow strip of culti- 
vated land on either bank of the river. 
The ancients, to preserve the soil and 
prevent the rapid stream from washing 
away the land, constructed immense 
walls, or, more properly speaking, 
piers, built of huge masses of stone 
piled one on the other, and reaching 
mto the. river from the foot of the 
mountain, or rather the limit of the 
Nile's rising, to the point of the water's 
lowest ebb. These piers ai*e invariably 
built at right angles with the stream, 
and are generally about 15 ft. wide. 
As they are very numerous, and as 
the labour and expense of their con- 
struction must have been prodigious, 
some idea may be formed of the im- 
portance that was attached to them. 
From the number of temples, and 
from. the fine plains of loamy soil, now 
generally covered with a surface of 
sand a foot thick, which makes them 
look like the rest of the desert, there 
is every reason to suppose that this 
country was once both populous and 
flourishing. At the time of the height 
of l^ptian power, it was considered 



as an integral part of the sta'te ; this is 
evident from the figures and devices 
in the temples resembling in every 
respect those of Egypt. Of the land 
in Nubia which might be cultivated, I 
do not suppose one-fourth is made use 
of ; this indifference to agricultural 
pursuits proceeds from the despotic 
nature of the government, where the 
authorities think of nothing but makii^ 
the most of their situations whilst they 
hold them, consequently their sole 
aim is to get money, no matter how it 
is procured. A licentious soldiery are 
ever ready to contribute to the oppres- 
sion of the inhabitants, more especially 
when the funds from whence they 
derive theu* own pay and emoluments 
are drawn from this source. This 
observation applies to Egypt as well 
as to Nubia, only that the fact is more 
easily perceived in the latter country. 
The consequence is, that the date 
palm, the fruit of which ripens without 
cultivation, and which pays no duty, 
is here more encouraged than any 
other production, and the date may 
safely be called the staple of the coun- 
try. The doura, which is the Holcus 
arundinaceus of Linnaeus, is the only 
grain to be met with ; it makes very 
good bread, but they grow barely su£S- 
cient for their own subsistence : indeed, 
it is so prized, that they frequently 
prefer it to money in payment for the 
articles we purchased. The miri, or 
land-tax, is paid at the rate of ten 
dollars per sackey, consequently every 
sackey which the Nubians build be- 
comes an additional inducement to the 
Turks to come into their country ; and 
it IB only the scantiness of the produce 
which deters the pasha from quar- 
tering his troops on them; this the 
crafty natives are well aware of, and 
take care to put no temptation in his 
way. The present mode of collecting 
the miri in Nubia, is by sending thither 
annually about two hundred Turkish 
soldiers in boats, and the money they 
get hardly defrays the expenses of the 
expedition. The duty is not paid in 
cash, but in doura, which they pur- 
chase back from the Turks ; but they 
generally contrive that the soldiers do 
not return very full- handed. These 
d2 
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soldiers usually make Derry their 
head- quarters, and remain about six 
weeks in the country, during which 
time the cashiefs retire into the moun- 
tains, and the natives conceal their 
arms, which are always taken from 
them whenever they are found. In 
several parts of Nubia we noticed the 
sites of ancient towns, indicated, as in 
Egypt, by mounds of rubbish. 

As we resided longer in the country, 
and had more dealings with the natives 
than any other Europeans have ever 
had^ I shall subjoin a few remarks 
regarding them. The Nubians are a 
very distinct race of people from the 
Arabs. Their dress is commonly a 
loose white shirt and a turban ; some- 
times they are uncovered, except a 
cloth round the waist. They are very 
superstitious, most of them wearing 
charms to keep off ** the evil eye," or 
other apprehended ills. These charms 
consist of some words written on a 
scrap uf paper, and sewn up in leather ; 
they are worn mostly on the right 
arm over the elbow, and sometimes 
round the neck. All the cashiefs we 
saw had them, and one Nubian dandy 
had nine of these appendages. These 
people pride themselves on their cun- 
ning schemes to deceive strangers. 
Few of them smoke, instead of which 
they use salt and tobacco mixed, enve- 
loped in wool, and kept between the 
under lip and gum ; the boys com- 
mence this practice when quite young. 
They are all rogues, but being bred 
up such, do not think there is any 
harm in being so ; the opprobrious 
terms, harame, cadab, (thief, liar,) are 
not considered abusive witli them, as 
they have no notion of honesty, and can- 
not possibly keep from pilfering any- 
thing within their reach ; we detected 
our sailors at this work idmost daily, 
but they always made a joke of it. 
The several districts differ much in 
regard to dress, and particularly in the 
manner of wearing the hair : some 
have it curled, << h la Brutus," others 
plaited and hanging down with great 
uniformity, in ringlets, to the shoulders, 
where it is cut off square at-ihe bottom, 
and looks exactly like a mop. These 
latter grease their locks plentifully 



with oil ; the former have generally a 
skewer sticking in their hair in readi- 
ness to disturb any animalcule which 
may bite too hard. There is great 
difference in the features and make of 
the several Nubian tribes : the natives 
of Elpha are tall and good-looking ; 
the people of Derry ugly and deformed ; 
the tribe at Armada are small, but 
handsome, and well made ; all of them 
are considerably darker than the Arabs. 
Nubians are frugal in their mode of 
living, subsisting principally on doura, 
made into flat cakes, and baked on a 
heated stone, and on sour milk and 
dates. It is usual to see a man set 
out on a journey of several days with 
no other provision than a small bag of 
dates. They eat the offal of all the 
beasts they kill, not rejecting any part ; 
and when we were at the village to 
which the crew belonged, the women 
came down eagerly to dispute for some 
fowls, which, having died, had been 
thrown on shore. They are great 
boasters, but do not appear to have 
any firmness ; and they have an espe- 
cial aversion to fire-arms. They evince 
much outward show of religion, pray- 
ing four or five times a day ; and to 
display their piety, they leave the sand 
on their foreheads, which sticks there 
while they are performing their devo- 
tions. They are respectful to their 
cashiefs, to whom they refer all their 
quarrels and disputes. They are inva- 
riably armed, and appear very proud 
of their weapons ; most of them carry 
a dagger on the left arm, a long pike 
and a sword slung across the back. 
The boys, when young, have weapons 
given them ; this, they imagine, shows 
their independence, and they acknow- 
ledge no government. They are ex- 
ceedingly passionate with each other, 
but are soon reconciled, even after the 
most inveterate abuse. They adhere 
together, and no bribes can separate 
them ; we never saw an instance in 
which we had any of them on our side, 
or where they revealed anything to us. 
Ear-rings are common amongst the 
men ; they usually have but one, and 
it is immaterial in which ear it is worn. 
They eat the locusts grilled, and affirm 
that they are good. Necessity has led 
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them to the only manufacture which 
the^ possess. It consists of neat close- 
grained platters, made of the date-tree, 
to contain their milk and food. No 
earthenware is made in the country ; 
their water-jars are brought from 

The women do not cover their faces 
so scrupulously as the Arabs ; they are 
not iil-looldng, are generally well made, 
and have good figures. They wear a 
brown garment reaching down to the 
ankles ; it is thrown over the right 
shoulder, comes close under the left 
arm, the shoulder of which is bare, and 
has not an ungraceful appearance ; they 
are very partial to rings and bracelets ; 
the former are frequently worn at the 
nose, the latter are made of one piece 
of brown glass, which, not yielding and 
being forced on as small as possible, 
often causes much pain : they always 
go bare-footed. Young girls have a 
covering round their loins made of 



strips of leather, hanging down and 
ornamented with cowry-shells and 
beads. The hair of the women is 
plaited somewhat like the men's, and 
greased with oil. The Barabras, from 
their frugal mode of life, are subject to 
few diseases. They are all marked 
with one, and sometimes two, scars on 
the spine of the back, where they have 
been burnt for the cure of an endemial 
disease, which attacks them when 
young. This mode of treatment draws 
all the humours to one spot, and keeps 
the discharge open till the patient is 
recovering ; experience has doubtless 
shown it to be often successful. A boy, 
while we were at Abou-Simbel, was in 
a state of cure, and accidentally injured 
the part, which caused it to bleed ; 
the father immediately applied a re- 
medy, of which there is no scarcity in 
the country. He threw some sand 
upon the wound, which soon appeased 
the boy's cries and pain. 
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Tuevlay, August 12.— After about 
four hours' disputing and bargaining 
with the crew, we persuaded them to 
take us down the cataract in the boat, 
for the sum of fifty piastres ; but they 
would not start unless we paid them 
every para of the money beforehand. 
We tried to induce tliem to take half 
the cash at first, and the other half on 
our arrival ; but, no, they must have it 
all It was of course the same to us, 
whether we paid them before or after ; 
but knowing their character, we were 
afraid that when they once got the 
money, they would turn our things out 
of the boat and take themselves off, 
espeeially as there was a great crowd 
assembled who would have aided them 
in any of their pranks. We could not 
help laughing when we found that,how- 



ever unfavourable an opinion we had 
formed of them, they were equally 
suspicious of us. Having at length 
given them the money, they prepared 
to depart. A pUot and eight additional 
hands came on board to conduct us 
down. Just before putting off, Hassan 
sneaked off and disappeared, dreading, 
no doubt, the report we should make 
of him to the Aga. We were about 
two hours on our passage, which was 
amongst all the windings and turnings 
of the innumerable islands which form 
the rapids, for cataract there is none. 
The scenery was wild, barren, and 
romantic. Sometimes the bark was 
carried away pretty sharply by the 
stream, and occasionally, when she was 
roughly handled in the voi'tex of the 
current, the sailors cried out, ^ tycp . 
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tyep," (good, good,) and asked us whe- 
ther they were not bold fellows for 
undertaking what they had done. At 
times they made such a violent noise, 
all speaking and bawling at once, that 
a person not used to Nubian manners 
would have thought the whole concern 
was going to the bottom. The boat 
only struck once, but it gave her a pro- 
digious* shock, and made us fully sen- 
sible of the hardness of granite rocks. 
The sailors immediately began to sound 
the well, expecting that she was bilged, 
but she did not make much water, and 
we soon got off. . At the commence- 
ment of the rapid, and while near 
Philee, we observed oyster-shells in- 
crusted on the granite rocks, bordering 
on the river ; some of them were very 
perfect and large. We reached Assuan 
(the ancient Syene) in the evening. 
Mr. Ruppell, a German traveller who 
wks at Thebes with us, discovered on 
one of the barren and uninhabited 
islands which compose the fall, a fine 
tablet of red granite, with a perfect 
Greek inscription on it, of great inter- 
est. This stone Mr. Ruppell takes 
with him to Frankfort, to be presented 
to the musuem of that town. 

On our arrival at Assuan, we pro- 
ceeded to visit the ancient granite 
quarries in the neighbourhood. Our 
principal object was to examine the 
column which is there, and which has 
a Latin inscription upon it of some 
interest. At first our guide lost his 
way, and took us to another part of the 
quarry, where we found an immense 
granite basin, 17 ft. long, by 7 wide, 
and 3 deep. It is hewn out in the 
rough, and is narrower at the bottom 
than the top. We were at a loss to 
imagine for what purpose such an im- 
mense vessel could be intended, unless 
for a bath. The whole of this quarry 
was highly interesting* Here we had 
an opportunity of noticing the manner 
iu which the ancients used to cut the 
prodigious masses which one meets 
with throughout Egypt. It appears, 
that, when they wanted to detach a 
mass, they cut niches in a right line 
throughout the piece they intended 
removing : these niches were about 
2 ft. apart, 5 or 6 in. long, and about 



3 deep, by 21 brbad. As soon as they 
were finished, the block was separated 
by some violent blow or concussion. 
We met in all directions specimens of 
the progress of their work ; some 
majsses were but half detached, others 
wholly separated; here we saw an 
obelisk in the rough, and there a 
column. The whole was a most inte- 
resting sight. The ancient road, regu* 
larly paved with granite, is still plainly 
to be seen, though the sand covers a 
great part : in the vacancies between 
the hills are causeways, some of con- 
siderable length, to connect the ele- 
vated parts one with the other, and 
thus keep a communication open with 
the several quarries. All these roads 
lead to two principal ones which con- 
duct to Assuan. We now searched 
for the column with the inscription, 
and at last found it. The pillar is 
small, not being more than 10 ft in 
length, by about 3 ft. in diameter ; the 
inscription Ls tolerably perfect. An 
Arab, acquainted with Mr. Belzoni, 
told him of it, and that no traveller 
had seen it until last year. As 
Mr. Belzoni had copied the writing, we 
did not think it worth while to do so. 
Its purport is as follows : — ** To Jupi- 
ter Ammon, Kneephis Bona (the Good 
Spirit), and to Juno the Queen, under 
whose protection is this mountain, in 
which were discovered nine quarries 
near Philae, during the happy age of 
the Roman Empire, under the most 
pious Emperors, Severus and Cara- 

calla, and , and Julia Domna, 

his august mother ; and a vast number 
of statues and large columns were taken 
out of these quarries by Aquila, pre- 
fect of Egypt. • Curse Magna Opera.' ** 
which Mr. Salt interprets, "under 
his directions, Aurelius Heliogabalus 
ordered this stone to be erected in the 
calends of March." The vacant space 
before Julia Domna, the mother, is 
where the name of " Geta," the other 
brother was erased. Caracalla, having 
murdered him, ordered his name to be 
blotted out of every inscription where 
it was inserted. Mr. Salt tells us, 
that there is one instance of this at 
Rome, and that he has met another on 
an inscription, discovered at tlie late 
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excavation of the sphinx. As the 
inscription says, that the Romans dis- 
covered the nine quarries, not thai they 
made them, one must infer that they 
were first worked hy the Egj'ptians ; 
and as they were so numerous, and of 
such magnitude, they must have been 
of great consequence, and are doubt- 
less of the most remote antiquity. It 
is difficult to understand how the 
Egyptians could have cut, hollowed 
out, and polished, such immense blocks 
of the hardest stone without the use of 
iron, a metal which they are said' to 
have been wholly ignorant of. The 
niches above mentioned may probably 
have been cut with brass. We exa- 
mined the construction of numerous 
mummy cases, and boxes containing 
the sacred emblems of the Egyptians ; 
they were invariably fastened with 
wooden pegs, no nail of any descrip- 
tion being visible. Some of the 
eases were of beautiful workmanship. 
Mr. Ruppell has two less of a chair 
elegantly worked in the £>rm of alien's 
feet and paws. These specimens of 
cabinet-making bespeak great taste 
and judgment ; and it is difficult to 
conceive that th^y could have been 
carved with brazen tools. The negroes 
in the South Sea at this day certainly 
cut hard woods shaped as clubs, and 
ornament them in the most exquisite 
style ; but I doubt much if they could 
witii their flints make cases and boxes. 

Syene was the place to which Juve- 
taal was banished by the Emperor 
Domitian, being sent there with the 
title of " Governor of the Frontier of 
Egypt:** he returned to Rome at 
eighty years of age. Assuan has no- 
thing to interest the traveller; an 
immense heap of rubbish lies behind 
the town, which is a dirty, ill- built 
place. 

Wednesday, August 13. — This morn- 
ing the Aga came to pay us a visit : he 
was asleep all yesterday, for as the 
nunadan prevents them from eating 
and drinking during the day, the great 
people invert the order of things by 
sleeping during that time, and sitting 
up and feasting all night. We com- 
plained to him of the treatment we 
had experienced from our crew. He 



told us that they were a notorious set 
of rascals ; that no one would employ 
their boal^ their character being so 
bad, that people were afraid to trust 
their goods in their han ds. Our friends 
had not waited to be catechised for 
their conduct, but took themselves off 
the day before, after having made 
great efforts to persuade us to give 
them some more backsheeish. We 
visited Elephantina, so glowingly de. 
scribed by Denon. It certainly has a 
pleasing, flourishing appearance, the 
north end being richly covered with 
fine crops of doura ; and there are 
also a few palm-trees. The south end 
of the island is high, and here are 
situated the ruins of the ancient town^ 
together with the temples, only one of 
which, dedicated to the serpent Knee- 
phis, \& in any degree perfect; it is 
small, with an ante-chamber and sanc- 
tuary. There are the remains of 
several others, but so mutilated that 
nothing can be made out. A high 
quay leads directly down to the Nile 
at the S. E. end. At eleven o*clock 
we started on our return, having hired 
a boat to take us to Thebes for 120 
piastres. 

Thursday f August 14. — We in- 
spected Koum Ombo, the ancient 
Ombos. Here are the remains of two 
temples situated on a promontory of 
the Nile's eastern bank ; the large one^ 
dedicated to the crocodile (as appears 
by the principal offerings being pre- 
sented to a deity having the head of 
that animal), is situated at a short dis- 
tance from the river, which it fronts. 
The smaller one, to Isis, is close to 
the river side ; and not far distant 
from the other, to the S. W., and close 
to the river side, is a building which ap- 
pears to be part of an unfinished pylon. 
There is a whimsical irregularity in 
this edifice : the base is built of small 
blocks of stone, which gradually in. 
crease in size till you come to the' 
top, where are the largest masses of 
all. The large temple consists of a 
portico of three rows of columns, five 
in each row : the column at each of 
the outer angles has fallen. The cor- 
nice, only parts of which are perfect, 
is ornamented with four winged globes. 
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The frieze consists of a doable border 
of large hieroglyphics. The columiis 
iuw of great dimensions, and have dis- 
similar capitals surmounted by a plinth. 
There are two entrances, one on each 
side of the centre pillars ; this is occa- 
sioned by the unusual circumstance of 
there being an odd number of columns 
in front : these entrances conduct to 
another ruined apartment, originally 
supported by ten pillars in two rows 
of five each ; beyond which are three 
other apartments ; the communication 
from the one to the other is by two 
large doors, one on either side, instead 
of a centre one usual in most Egyptian 
temples. The cornice over the en- 
trance, on the left, from the second to 
the third apartment, has an inscription 
in Greek, stating that it was written 
}>y direction of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 
and that the temple was dedicated to 
Apollo, &c. The decorations of this 
edifice are in basso-relievo, highly 
finished, and in a good style. Amongst 
the figures, we noticed the lion with 
the hawk's head, similar to the statues 
we found at Abou-Simbel — a union we 
)iad not elsewhere noticed. The small 
temple of Isis points to the south ; it 
consists of a small portico of four 
columns, surmounted by the usual 
quadruple head of the deity, with the 
passage in the centre ; and beyond the 
portico are two chambers and a sanc- 
tuary ; but all the western side of the 
temple has fallen into the river, and 
with it the chief part of the flooring of 
the chambers, together with a large 
plain altar of black basalt, which had 
evidently been in the sanctuary. The 
want of hieroglyphical inscriptions on 
this altar is probably the only cause 
why travellers have not removed it. 
The ornamental parts of this temple 
are in no way inferior to those of the 
larger edifice ; we did not, however, 
notice any representations that we had 
not before seen. In consequence of 
the elevation of Koum Ombo,the view 
is extensive, but the country to the 
north and east presents nothing but a 
barren, sandy desert ; to the S. £. 
there is a small portion of land culti- 
vated. Opposite to the temple, in the 
middle of the Nile, is the large island 



of the Mansouria, which is highly cul- 
tivated, and a smaller island to the 
south, the soil of which is also good. 
Exclusive of the temples, the promon. 
tory of Koum Ombo has several Sara- 
cenic ruins of both baked and sun- 
burnt brick ; and the ruins of the 
ancient town are marked by the rub- 
bish of the former material. 

We visited Djibel Selsilis. This 
name, which means ^ mountains of the 
chain,'' has been given from a tradi- 
tion that a chain was here drawn 
across the river, to prevent the irrup- 
tion of any hostile parties from above. 
The principal objects of interest are 
several small temples hollowed out of 
the rock, which is of calcareous stone. 
The northernmost consists of a portico 
and sanctuary, with three recesses in 
the latter, containing statues in alto- 
relievo ; the walls have been stuccoed 
and painted, but at present are so 
much disfigured that little or nothing 
can be made out. To the southward 
are two other small temples, each 
consisting of one single niche or hollow 
in the rock. The fronts of both have 
two handsome columns, together with 
a cornice and frieze, executed with 
considerable taste. The colouring 
must have been extremely rich. 
There are numerous other nichea 
with statues, &c. The quarries near 
this spot are yery extensive ; and one 
large detached block, of considerable 
height, would seem to be the mass of 
stone where the chain which secured 
the river was fastened. On the oppo- 
site side of the river the quarries are 
also numerous ; the vicinity of the 
Nile, so favourable for embarking 
and transporting the stone, was no 
doubt the principal inducement to the 
" tians to establish these extensive 



On Friday, August 15, we reached 
Edfoo, the ancient *^ ApoUinopolia 
Magna." It is situated in a fertile 
plain, at a short distance from the 
western bank of the Nile. The large 
temple appears to have been one of 
the most magnificent of any in Egypt; 
though in beauty it must yield to Ten- 
tyra and some few others. It consists 
of a remarkably high pylon, the exterior 
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wall of which is sculptured with a large 
figure on each side, sacrificiug a num- 
ber of human victims ; and above 
these are two rows of figures presenting 
offerings to Osiris and Isie. The in- 
side of the pylon is decorated similarly; 
the cornice is imperfect as far as the 
toms, or astragal moulding, which at 
present forms the summit of the pylon. 
Within is a large and magnificent 
peristyle court, forming an oblong 
square, with a covered gallery sup- 
ported by columns on each side ; be- 
yond this is the portico of the temple, 
presenting a front of six pillars, behind 
which are two other rows, making 
eighteen pillars in all ; those in front 
have had a wall of intercolunmiation 
reaching up half their height. These 
pillars appeared to be of very large 
dimensions, but on measuring them 
we found the upper part of the shaft 
to be only 6 feet 4 inches in diameter, 
while those at Carnack are 11 feet 6 
inches at the base of the column. This 
portico is filled with rubbish more than 
two-thirds up to the roof. The frieze 
in front of the portico is ornamented 
with a row of standing figures of mon- 
keys, in basso-relievo, and the archi- 
traves within have rows of figures of 
Isis sitting on a chair. The chambers 
of the temple are inaccessible, as the 
rubbish which fills the portico blocks 
up the door. The whole of the large 
peristyle court, and the top of the 
portico, and other parts of the temple, 
are coyered with the mud-built huts 
of the modem town of Edfoo. The 
temple is surrounded by a wall, about 
8 feet thick, which is continued in a 
line from the outer part of the gallery 
of the peristyle, leaving a passage be- 
tween the sides of the temple and the 
wall. The exterior of the edifice, and 
both sides of the wall, are ornamented 
with ofiferings and hieroglyphics ; we 
remarked nothing novel in the symbolic 
representations, excepting the horse, 
an animal we had not before seen in 
this character. The ruins of the 
ancient Apollinopolis Magna are high, 
but not extensive. The paltry modern 
town of Edfoo presents a striking con- 
trast to the magnificence of the ancient 
biyldings ; seen from the top of the 



lofty pylon, the huts at its foot, and in 
the peristyle court, do not look like 
human dwellings. You here enjoy a 
fine view of the river, and an extensive 
fertile plain. To the S.W. of the 
great temple there is a smaller one, 
which is nearly buried. An interesting 
discovery was made a few weeks ago 
near this place. A Fi'enchman, named 
Cailliaud, who understands mineralogy, 
has lately been employed by the pa£a 
to examine the Mockatem and Lybian 
chain in search of coal mines. His 
last trip was to inspect the ancient 
emerald mines, which are south of 
Cossur, at five hours' journey from the 
Red Sea. On his way from the point 
opposite to Edfoo, where he quitted 
the Nile, he crossed a road at two days' 
journey from that place, which appears 
to be the ancient Egyptian road from 
Koptos to Berenice; and he also found 
there the ruins of a temple. The road 
is paved with granite, and in some 
places is cut or hollowed out of the solid 
rock. He observed several tablets^ 
with hieroglyphic characters and in* 
scriptions, but he could not spare time 
to examine them. We have seen some 
of the specimens from the emerald 
mine which Mr. Cailliaud brought with 
him. Our friend Ruppell, who is a 
good mineralogist, and who has made 
a valuable collection, tells ns that these 
specimens are composed of black mica; 
it is of a softish, scaly nature, and may 
easily be separated into laminiee. The 
emeralds which we saw were very 
small, and i-au in narrow layers through 
the other substance. 

1 his evening, August 15, we stopped 
at El Cab, the ancient Eleethias. The 
ruins are situated on the eastern bank 
of the Nile, not far from the river. 
This city has been inclosed by a wall 
of sun-burnt brick, 37 feet thick ; the 
inclosed space is about a mile square. 
Within the great wall is another in- 
closure surrounding the ruins of a 
small temple, and other buildings much 
dilapidated, and consequently unin- 
teresting. At the back of the ruins^ 
in the side of the Mockatem, are several 
sepulchral grottoes, two of which are 
well worthy of notice ; the one is re- 
markable for a highly finished tablet 
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of hieroglyphics, in intaglio ; the other 
k a very interesting chamber. Some 
of the groups have great originality of 
design, and are executed with good 
taste. On the left, as you enter, the 
first object of interest is a man writing 
on a tablet, which he holds on his left 
arm ; fronting him are various men 
driving asses, cattle, pigs, goats, &c.; 
near to these are several hillocks of 
corn, and people in the act of reaping 
and sheafing, with gleaners, &c., fol- 
lowing behind them. After this are 
three distinct rows of agricultural pro- 
ceedings ; the upper one begins with 
two men bearing on their shoulders, 
by means of a long pole, as brewers 
carry a cask, a sort of net basket 
shaped thus f;:^T^ filled with wheat in 
the ear; next ^^|^ to them are two 
other men, one bringing on his 

shoulder an empty basket, while his com- 
panion carries the pole; next is a man 
in an inclosed space, with six head of 
cattle, treading the corn, their mode of 
threshing. Behind these ai'e four people 
winnowing the grain, by holding it up 
over their heads, and pouring it down 
for the wind to blow through it ; near 
these is a man seated on the top of a 
high hillock of grain, and wntmg down 
an account of the quantity ; and there 
are four men piling it up. This group 
terminates with two men depositiug 
the corn in a square inclosure, which 
was doubtless the granary. The next 
group is a ploughing scene. There are 
two ploughs, each drawn by two oxen; 
a man walks opposite the animals. 
Bowing grain as they advance ; this he 
takes from a basket suspended from 
the yoke across the horns of the beasts. 
Behind him is a person driving a wheel 
harrow ; the ploughs are preceded by 
four men, using a sort of pick-axe in 
the shape of the Greek letter alpha ; 
this was probably to break the clods of 
earth. Further on are four men 
working another plough. Below this 
scene is a pair of scales ; at one end is 
a man writing an account, while an- 
other is weighing some small articles 
shaped thus /Q^, and which we think 
may probably ^^represent their loaves, 
as bread is at present sometimes made 
in that form in Egypt. Four of these 



are in one scale, and many others on 
the shelves at the side of the wall ; the 
weight in the other scale is in the 
form of a cow couchant. Next to this 
are persons carrying the weighed arti- 
cles into a boat, by means of a gang- 
board, and near to this boat are three 
other boats already laden, with men 
poling them. The cargo is placed in 
a square magazine, built in the centre 
of a boat, not unlike the cabin of the 
Thamesis. Below is a boat nnder 
sail ; the sail is square, with a yard at 
the head and foot. It is trimmed by 
means of a wheel, which is attached to 
the foot-yard, acting the part of a 
roller, and working on a pivot on the 
top of the square magazine or cabin, 
which is nearly half the height of the 
mast. There is a door and window to 
the cabin, and seven men are rowing 
on each side : the helms-man steers 
with an oar. The next group repre- 
sents fishermen drawing their net, 
with two men carrying the fish away 
in baskets, and another splitting them 
and hanging them up to dry. Beneath 
this is another party catching geese 
with a net; after which are others 
employed plucking and trussing them, 
while one man is putting them in jars. 
Above are men plucking grapes, while 
two are carrying them away in baft- 
kets ; six others are pressing them, 
and others filling jars with the wine. 
Among numerous other groups of 
figures, we noticed a female, standing 
and playing a harp with ten strings. 
The instiniment is rudely shaped, and 
badly finished. Another plays on a 
wind-instrument not unlike a clarionet, 
with this difference, that the end is 
not shaped like a trumpet's month, but 
plain. As most of the other gronps 
are met with in other places, I do not 
deem it necessary to describe them. 
We visited a small temple situated in 
the plain, at a short distance to the 
N.W. The serpent Kneephis is said, 
by the French, to have been wor- 
shipped in this temple, though we 
could not make out any more marked 
allusion to a serpent than is nsual in 
the sculpture of other ten^ples. 

On Saturday f A ugust 1 6, we reached 
Esneh, situate on the site of tha 



CHAP. III.] 



EGYPT AND NUBIA. 



4.H 



ancient Latopolis. In the centre of the 
town, near the market-place, is an 
Egyptian temple, which must have 
been magnificent, but the whole of it 
is now completely buried, and built 
over with modern houses, except the 
portico or ante -chamber. This is sup- 
ported by twenty-four columns, in four 
rows of six each ; the outer row in 
front having a semi-wall of inter- 
columniation like that at Tentyra. The 
sculpture, in basso-relievo, is executed 
in an indifferent style : the signs of 
the zodiac are represented on both 
ends of the ceiling, but they are much 
inferior to those of Tentyra. The 
chief beauty of this portico consists in 
the elegant proportions of the shafts 
of the columns. The capitals, all of 
whi^h are different, are well executed, 
representing the fruit and leaves of the 
date, vine, lotus, &c. &c. Three miles 
north of Esneh there is a small temple 
in ruins, supposed to be situated on the 
site of the ancient Aphroditopolis, and 
on the opposite side of the river there 
is another on the site of Contra Lato- 
polis. We visited neither of them, as 
they were reported unworthy the trou- 
ble, and time was growing precious. 
As we had inspected the ruins at 
Erment, the ancient Hermonti8,on our 
passage up the Nile in May, we did not 
again risit them. The city appears to 
have been Extensive and compact. 
There are the remains of four temples, 
but only one at present is in such a 
state as to indicate what they once 
were. This temple has but seven 
colnmns standing, each of which has a 
capital of a different pattern from the 
others, the whole being composed of 
representations of the palm leaf in va- 
rious forms. There are two sanctua- 
ries in the temple, both ornamented 
with various symbolic representations, 
in basso-relievo, stuccoed and painted. 
Some of the groups are peculiar. In 
the larger sanctuary are sixteen hippo- 
potami, in two processions, walking 
upright; also a hippopotamus pre- 
aenting an offering to Horns, who is 
sitting on the lotus flower ; several 
eroeodiles, with hawks* heads, on 
square cases, either altars or sarco- 
phagi; two rowd of thr^e monkeys. 



and two of four cats ; a human iigure, 
with the Ibis's head, presenting offer- 
ings to a cat ; a man bearing a globe 
on his shoulders ; an oblong-square 
case ornamented all over with flowers; 
above it appear twelve human heads, in 
four groups of three each, and below 
are their feet with sandals; (these last 
are probably men carrying a sarco-^ 
phagus ;) a small human figure (Ho- 
rns), with a hawk's head, riding be- 
tween the horns of a cow (Isis). In 
the inner sanctuary are two cows, with 
a child sucking each, the animals with 
their heads turned round and looking 
at the infants— probably Isis and her 
son Horus. On the ceiling are two 
rams with wings — a taurus and a Scor- 
pio ; twelve figures in three rows of 
four each, with a circular head orna- 
ment, and a star in the centre, pro- 
bably have some allusion to the signs 
of the zodiac. All the ornaments 
of these two sanctuaries are highly 
finished. Near the temple, on the east 
side, are the ruins of an ancient basin, 
is the centre of which Denon men- 
tions, on the authority of Aristides, 
there was a Nilometer, but the column 
on which it was graduated no longer 
exists; the remains of a flight of steps, 
from the basin up to the temple, are 
still to be seen. 

Sunday t August 17. — Early this 
morning we arrived at Luxor, part of 
the ancient Tiiebes, and took up our 
quarters in one of the temples. Hav- 
ing established our household, we 
devoted the day to a careful re-ex- 
amination of both Luxor and Camack. 
At the former place we carefully in- 
spected the sculpture on the exterior 
of the great pylon. We also clearly 
made out that, with the exception of 
being written vertically instead of ho- 
rizontally, eight or ten of the upper 
hieroglyphics on the magnificent obe^* 
lisks are the same as the first charac- 
ters of the frieze at Abou-Simbel, and the 
same also as the upper hieroglyphics in 
what are termed Cleopatra's Needles at 
Alexandria. 

Monday J August 18.— We devoted 
this day to visiting the tombs of Gounia; 
and Messrs. Beechey and Belzoni hav* 
ing been employed for months, by Mr« 
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Salt, in digging and making excava- 
tions in various directions among the 
rubbish of ancient Thebes, and par- 
ticularly at Gourna, were the best 
guides we could possibly have. It is 
customary with the natives to deceive 
travellers, and tell them that they have 
seen all, before they have inspected 
half; and it was precisely this trick 
they played on Mr. Irby and myself on 
our former visit. They have not been 
unmindful of the eagerness with which 
travellers inquire after objects of anti. 
quity ; especially the papyri, which are 
generally found under the arms or be- 
tween the legs of the liiummies, and 
the demand for which has been so 
great of late, in consequence of an 
opposition between the French party, 
employed by Mr. Drovetti, and the 
English, employed by Mr. Salt, that 
they now sell for thirty, forty, and 
fifty piastres each, whereas, formerly, 
you could get them for eight or ten. 
About a dozen of the leading charac- 
ters of Gourna, that is, the greatest 
rogues in the place, have headed their 
comrades, and formed them into two 
distinct digging parties, or resurrec- 
tion men, designating them the French 
and the English party ; these are con. 
stantly occupied in searching for new 
tombs, stripping the mummies, and 
collecting antiquities. The directors 
have about three-fom'ths of the money, 
and the rest is given to the inferior 
labourers. They dread lest strangers 
should see these tombs, which to them 
are so many mines of wealth, and 
should commence digging speculations 
of their own — hence the care of the 
Gourna people in concealing them. It 
would be endless to describe all the 
intrigues which are carried on ; or 
the presents given to theDefterdar Bey, 
the Agas, and the Cashiefs, to attach 
them to the one or the other party. 
Lately, Mr. Drovetti obtained an order 
from the Defterdar Bey, that the na- 
tives should neither sell nor work for 
the English party, and a cashief was 
most severely bastinadoed by the bey's 
orders, and in his presence at Gourna, 
for having done so. At present, things 
are on a better footing. Mr. Drovetti 
is not an amateur, but collects to sell ; 



he offered his museum to Mr. Salt, on 
his arrival, for seven thousand pounds, 
but most persons seem to think he 
will never get this price. He is now 
gone into Upper Egypt in search of a 
temple and Egyptian road, which are 
said to have been seen by the jelabs, 
at one day's journey, in the desert, 
from Madfuni, the ancient Abydus* 

The tombs of Gourna are situated 
in a valley to the S. W. of the Menu 
nonium. Those which we first in- 
spected are considered the best, and 
consist of two square courts cut in a 
bed of calcareous stone. There are 
excavations on three sides of tlie 
square, and the fourth, or south side, 
is that by which they are entered. 
The principal excavations are on the 
north side ; these are very extensive 
and we were at a loss which most to 
admire, the beauty of the sculpture on 
the walls, or the grandeur and extent 
of the excavations. The figures are 
cut on the smooth stone, which is very 
close-grained, resembling the finest 
chalk, but without cracks or flaws, and 
rather harder ; the colour is of so pure 
a white, and admits of so fine a polisli, 
that stucco has been quite unnecessary. 
There is a harmony throughout the 
decorations of these tombs that we have 
no where else noticed ; the sculpture, 
which is in intaglio, will bear the mi- 
nutest inspection. The plan of the 
excavation is extremely singular, some- 
times abruptly turning either to the 
right or left, without any apparent 
cause. At the further end there is a 
fine quadrangular court, having the 
solid rock in the centre. You here 
meet with some very rich groups ; and 
there are innumerable remains of fine 
statues, in alto-relievo, leaning against 
the waJl in all directions ; we could 
not, however, distinguish one that was 
perfect. The art and precision with 
which the decorations of these sepul- 
chres are finished, exhibiting an end- 
less variety of symbolic representa- 
tions, in the most elaborate and highly 
finished style, are truly astonishing. 
In some places the roofs are arched, 
in others they are flat ; here you meet 
with a deep well in a comer ; shortly 
afterwards you descend a flight of 
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steps. Some of the hieroglyphics are 
painted blue on a pale red ground ; 
blue is much used, the colour of the 
stone itself serving occasionally for a 
fine white field. Amongst the figures, 
in basso-relievo, there were many 
quite perfect, and so minutely cut, 
that the eye-brows and ears, the hair, 
nose, lips, and the hands and nails, 
'would bear the closest inspection ; in 
short, throughout the whole of this 
mausoleum, the work of most skilful 
artists is observable. The examina- 
tion of the principal tomb occupied us 
two hours. 

We afterwards went to see the 
mammy pits. It is impossible to con- 
ceive a more singular and astonishing 
sight than this. Imagine a cave of 
considerable magnitude filled up with 
heaps of dead bodies in all directions, 
and in the most whimsical attitudes ; 
some with extended arms, others hold- 
ing out a right hand, and apparently 
in the littitude of addressing you ; 
some prostrate, others with their heels 
sticking up in the air ; at every step 
you thrust your foot through a body 
or crush a head. Most of the mum- 
mies are enveloped with linen, coated 
with gum, &c., for their better preser- 
Tation. Some of the linen is of a tex- 
ture remarkably fine, far surpassing 
what is made in Egypt at the present 
day, and proving that their manufac- 
tures must have arrived at a great 
degree of excellence. Many of the 
bodies, probably those of the lower 
orders, are simply dried, without any 
envelopment. Innumerable fragments 
of small idols are scattered about; 
they are mostly human figures of 
Osiris, about two inches long, with 
the hook and scourge in either hand ; 
some are of stone, some of baked 
earthenware, and others of blue pot- 
tery. Except as being so odd and 
eietraordinary an exhibition, few of 
the common tombs, which were most 
likely for tlie poorer class of natives, 
are worth seeing, as none of them are 
ornamented in any way whatever ; the 
bodies are stowed away in compact 
masses, tier on tier, always crossing 
each other. In some instances we 
found the hair quite perfect. It was 



in a tomb of this description that some 
of the diggers found a beautiful net- 
work, composed of long blue hollow 
beads, with threads passed through 
them ; the parts of the net hanging 
down over the shoulders, and all ema- 
nating from a scarabnpus Thebaicus, 
which was on the crown of the head. 
It was found on the head of a female 
mummy. 

At the commencement of this year 
the diggers also found two remarkably 
fine Egyptian vases of brass, covered 
with hieroglyphics ; they are nearly 
two feet high, and are the most valu- 
able remains of antiquity which have 
been discovered for some years, being 
quite perfect. Mr. Belzoni was for- 
tunate enough to get them for Mr. 
Salt, for one hundred and seventy 
piastres — 4/. 5s. 

We now went to inspect a newly dis- 
covered tomb, that well recompensed 
us for the trouble. Having crawled 
in by a small hole barely sufficient for 
the body to be squeezed through, 
we entered a small sepulchral ante- 
chamber adjoining to a tomb filled 
with mummies. From the finished 
style of the decorations of this chamber, 
we concluded tliat it must have been 
the tomb of some noble family ; the 
paintings are all in fresco, and so 
wonderfully well preserved, that not 
the least scratch or stain is visible ; 
the pure white ground of the wall 
not being even tinged with yellow. 
Amongst the groups we noticed an 
interesting troop of six female musi- 
cians, dressed in white robes reaching 
down to their ankles ; over this they 
have a sort of black, loose woollen net 
hanging over the shoulders, and reach- 
ing down to liio waist. Their hair is 
jet black, plaitted in ringlets, reaching 
down from the outer part of the eye- 
lids all round the head, and has, at 
first sight, the appearance of a veil. 
They are walking in procession and 
playing at the same time : the leader 
has a harp with fourteen strings; then 
comes a girl with a guitar, which is 
not unlike that now in use ; then one 
with a lute, handsomely shaped ; after 
which comes another girl clapping her 
hands, apparently keeping time ; then 
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another with a sort of double pipe : 
this instrument is played on like a cla- 
rionet, and is long and slender ; both 
the tubes are of equal length. The 
procession closes with a female beat* 
ing on a tambourine, which is in this 
shape 2 . The gestures of these 

musicians, with their uplifted eyes, 
would lead one to suppose they were 
playing some impassioned air. The 
preservation of this painting is aston- 
ishing, the colours being perfectly 
fresh, and no part whatever in the 
least defaced. What would not the 
French have given for such a specimen 
to put in their splendid work f There 
is nothing throughout Egypt to be 
compared, to it. In this apartment 
there are figures of two male harpers; 
both are squatted down, and playing 
on smaller instruments than that just 
described, having only nine strings 
each : one is playing alone, the other 
is accompanied by a man playing on a 
guitar. These last-mentioned musi- 
cians are bare-headed, and have bare 
feet ; they are apparently elderly men. 
There are many other groups. The 
sacred Bull (Apis) is here most mag- 
nificently ornamented, and is a hand- 
somer animal than it generally is. The 
ceiling of the apartment is divided 
into four compartments, each of which 
is painted with a different device. 
Adjoining the chamber, and connected 
by means of a small well, is a tomb 
filled with mummies, amongst which 
are the fragments of a mummy-case, 
richly painted and glazed. Some of 
the bodies are covered with canvas, 
over which is a coat of plaster painted. 
We found concealed in the envelope of 
the corpses, some of the small orna- 
ments of earthenware, called Nilome- 
ters. 

The valley of Grouma ends at the 
foot of the Lybian mountains, where 
their sides present a perpendicular 
precipice. Here are some interesting 
antiquities— a granite portal, disco- 
vered this year by digging ; an arch, 
the only one of Egyptian masonry to 
be seen in the country. It is well 
known that the Egyptians were igno- 
rant of the scientific mode of building 
5n arch ; and it is this circumstance 



which enables us frequently, in this 
country, to distinguish the works of the 
Greeks and Romans from those of their 
predecessors. The Egyptians built 
their arches in this forro^^^^g ; the 
Romans thus ><;J5^2X S^^H AU 
the temples .£l jaare roofed over 
with blocks of stone, frequently 30 ft.' 
long ; but as this was the utmost extent 
to which they could carry their system 
of building, you never meet with a space 
between a row of columns wider than 
that. Their staircases, whether cir- 
cular or straight, are built on the same 
principle as their arches, being merely 
blocks of stone fii*mly inserted in the 
side of the wall, the workmen taking 
care to leave stone enough within the 
wall to support the weight. A painted 
chamber and a granite slab appear to 
be the other objects of interest near to 
this spot. The chamber seems to have 
been a sepulchre rather than a temple, 
and was approached by two or more 
avenues. It was discovered by digging, 
at Mr. Salt's expense, this year ; but 
the Defterdar Bey, or governor of 
Upper Egypt, made the men desist 
from their researches. ', / . 

We next proceeded to visit a small 
temple dedicated to Isis, which is si- 
tuated to the N. W. of Medinet Aboo. 
Its position is seen from Memnonium, 
but being surrounded by a Saracenic 
wall of sun-burnt brick, nothing but 
one portal is visible. This constitutes 
the approach to the edifice, and through 
it you arrive at a small portico, the 
pillars having capitals of the head of 
Isis. There is, besides the portico, a 
cross ante-chamber, a sanctuary, and 
two wings : it is altogether a neat little 
temple. In the evening, after examin- 
ing the statues and temple at Memno- 
nium, we returned to Luxor. 

Tuesday, August 19 — Early this 
morning we crossed the water with our 
janissary to pay a farewell visit to the 
Tombs of the. Kings. One of the chief 
diggers accompanied us to show us 
two new tombs discovered by Mr. 
Belzoni this year. We found them 
quite unworthy of notice. They are 
situated in a small valley adjoining the 
great one. We afterwards again ex- 
plored the other tombs. In the small 
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cliamber where Bruce made the draw- 
ing of the harp which he gave to Mr. 
Burney (for his History of Music), we 
saw that traveller's rame scratched 
over the very harp. This is, we think, 
strong presumptive evidence that he 
made the sketch upon the spot, though 
he has been accused of drawing it 
afterwards from memory : he is, how- 
ever, in error as to the number of 
strings. In other respects, he has 
given the form of the instrument cor- 
rectly, but the musician is very indif- 
ferently copied. This evening, we 
found some scorpions, which our guide 
took up in his hand with great indiffer- 
enee : we remarked, however, that he 
took good care always to seize the 
reptiles by the tail. 

We returned on foot, by the way of 
Memnonium, ascending to the top of 
the Lybian chain, which on one side 
gave us a fine view of the valley and 
Tombs of the Kings, while on the 
other side we looked down on the plain, 
which contains the whole of the ancient 
Thebes, together with the Nile, both 
seen to great advantage, and form- 
ing a splendid specimen of Egyptian 
scenery. As we descended, we counted 
on one spot upwards of fifty mummy- 
pits, discernible by their open mouths 
or entrances, on the sides of the hills, 
exclusive of an innumerable quantity of 
doors of grottoes, sepulchral chambers, 
&c., &c., cut out of the sides of the 
mountains. We now returned to Luxor, 
and having seen everything, began to 
think of returning. I cannot, how- 
ever, quit Thebes without adverting 
to Homer's description pf it. He 



* Not an pnmd Thebes* usrivalled walls 

contain, 
The worid's great Empress on th' Egyptian 

plain; 
That spreads her conquests o'er a thousand 

states, 
And pours her heroes through a hundred 

gates, 
Two hundred horsemen and two hundred 

cars, 
From eadi wide portal issuing to the wars." 



In our researches throughout the 
whole of the Theban ruins we did not 
meet with any remains of either wails 



or gates, unless the term is applied to 
the pylons, and other buildings, which 
constituted the approaches to the sacred 
edifices. Now, if Thebes had been a 
city with a hundred gates, there must 
surely have been a wall through which 
to construct them ; and it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that the wall of 
so extensive and magnificent a city 
would have been built with stone, or 
at least that the frames or portals of 
the gates would have been of that ma- 
terial. Still no vestige of either gate 
or wall is to be seen ; and as so many 
ruins of temples and their porticoes 
remain to this day, how is it that not 
one solitary gate, nor even fragment of 
the wall, is left 1 Under these circum- 
stances, I do not think it an improbable 
conjecture, that it was the numerous 
porticos, pylons, &c., of the Theban 
temples, that obtained for her the 
boasted reputation of a hundred gates. 
That she vanquished and subdued many 
states, and that her inhabitants were 
proud of their warlike achievements, 
appears from the battles so frequently 
traced on the walls ; but we nowhere 
observed Egyptian horsemen, the horse- 
men being always of the enemy's party 
in the act of flight, and looking back 
with dismay on the conquering Egyp- 
tians, who are invariably in chariots. 
Numerous as have been the researches 
amongst the ruins of Thebes, I sus- 
pect that many treasures of art still 
remain concealed : and if the English 
party are not prevented from digging, 
it is probable we shall be continually 
hearing of some new discoveries. 

Friday^ August 21. — We started 
early this morning for Cairo, having 
bargained with the reis to take us 
down for thirty piastres— fifteen shil- 
lings. The boat was laden with len- 
tils for the pasha. We placed a 
few mats over-head for a shade, and 
found the cargo a good soft foundation 
whereon to put our beds ; the sailors, 
in the boat, helping us in our cooking 
operations, we found we did as well 
without as with a servant. 

Saturday^ August 22.— This morn- 
ing we stopped at Tentyi-a, and, as our 
reis said he should not start for an 
hour, we determined to revisit the 
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temple of Isis.* We accordinsjly 
started on foot for that purpose. When 
we had got two-thirds of our way, we 
found the canal was filled, and that 
we must either swim over it or return. 
As we were dressed in our Arab cos- 
tume, the former alternative was not 
difficult ; we therefore threw our 
clothes over and plunged in. We 
examined the temple, and did not for- 
get the little chamber, in which we 
had before noticed the circular astro- 
nomical table on the deling as being a 
monument of the same kind as the 
Isiac table which we had seen at 
Turin. It was in the ceiling of the 
other half of this chamber that 
Mr. Ruppell discovered a complete 
lunar system, which had totally escaped 
Denon and all the other French savans. 
Mr. Ruppell took an exact copy of this 
interesting tablet. It clearly contains 
twelve moons and a bit of another, 
which no doubt was meant for the odd 
five days, as the twelve make 360. 
As this throws an additional light on 
the Egyptian mode of calculating the 
year, it is a matter of no small inte- 
rest, and reflects the more credit on 
Mr. Ruppell, as so many travellers 
have examined this chamber, without 
the circumstance having occurred to 
them. In the great French work they 
have put down fourteen or fifteen 



* The inscription on the listel of the cor- 
nice, in front of this temple, speaks of it as 
dedicated to Venus, which agrees with Btraho, 
who says ** The Tentirites worship Venus. 
Behind the temple of Venus is a sanctuary 
(itfif) of Isis." The hitter still exists ; it is a 
small temple without columns. It is curious 
that the French savans did not copy this 
inscription : either they did not see it, or, 
stranger still, none of them knew Greek 
enough to be able to copy the letters, which 
are considerably broken aM erased. It was 
first copied by Colonel Leake and Mr. Hamil- 
ton. It is not surprising that the French, 
having failed as to the inscription of Tentyra, 
should have omitted others more difficult, or 
that they should have occupied Alexandria for 
three years without having been able to deci- 
pher a single word of the inscription on the 
column of Diocletian. Colonel Leake was the 
first to discover the lability of this inscription , 
by making out the words AAESANAPEIA2 
and EnAPXOS AirTIITOT. The joint 
efforts of himself and Mr. Hamilton, and 
Colonel Squires during several days after- 
wards, deciphered all that is at all legible of 
the remaindor. See Classical Journal, 



moons, never having taken the trouble 
to count them. 

Tuesday^ Augutt 25. — We stopped 
at Siout, and went up to pay our 
respects to the hospitable doctor, 
Marouky — found him as friendly as 
ever ; — stopped two hours, and then 
pushed on. 

Wednesday 26.— Visited Mr. Brine, 
a grateful remembrance of whose 
kindess also induced us to pay our 
respects to him. We here took charge 
of the heads of two Egyptian mummy- 
cases, and other antiquities dug up for 
Mr. Salt from a spot supposed to be 
the burial place of Hermopolis, near 
the Lybian chain. 

Thursday f August 27. — We stopped 
at HouartL As this was the village 
where our crew live, we were obliged 
to reconcile our minds to stop for 
three days, while they made merry 
with their friends and relations. Wo 
had scarcely been here an hour, when 
our reis came to ask us to lend him 
the two mummy-cases which we had 
on board. He said he should like to 
have them up at the village for an 
hour. We lent them immediately; 
but it was not until the following day 
that we found out his reason for bor- 
rowing them. Numbers of women 
came down to us and asked permission 
to walk three times round them, cross- 
ing over them each time. This we 
found was to procure them families. 
The women were constantly arriving, 
young and old, and all going through 
the same ceremony. They were all 
very serious during the performance 
of this mystery, and seemed to think 
it odd that we laughed so much. Our 
sailors informed us there were some 
antiquities at the foot of the Mock- 
atem, about one hour and a halfs dis- 
tance. They mentioned temples and 
catacombs. We did not much believe 
them, but were glad of any excuse for 
a trip to pass away the time, and 
accordingly started with one of the 
reis^s brothers as our guide. He took 
us to the site of a very extensive and 
finely-situated city, which, from the 
state of the rubbish, must have been 
of some consequence. It stands at 
the mouth of a valley in the Moek- 
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atem, on an elevated spot, at the edge 
of the cultivated plains, of which it 
commands a fine view. The modern 
village of Tehene is close to it. The 
ruins have been much dug up by the 
Arabs in search of antiquities. We 
only found one capital approaching to 
the Corinthian onier, most likely of 
Roman workmanship. Immediately 
above the rubbish is a considerable 
range of catacombs and ancient tem- 
pies hollowed out of the rock. One 
small temple of Isis is well worthpr of 
notice, the decorations in basso-rehevo 
being finished in a good style. At 
about a quarter of an hour's walk 
along the side of the mountain, to the 
southward, we saw a large excavated 
space, and on the top a frieze with a 
Greek inscription, the letters of which 
are remarkably large. It is about 
three fathoms long, and its size (the 
letters being nearly one foot high) led 
us to believe it must be generally 
known ; we therefore did not copy 
it. We clearly made out the word 
IITOAEMAIOX We have since found 
that no travellers have noticed this 
inscription. We have therefore given 
the particulars to Mr. Salt. A very 
old map of Danville's, on a small scale, 
has the site of an ancient town, under 
the name of Cynopolis, placed nearly 
ia a parallel of latitude with this place. 
We continued our voyage, and 
arrived at Cairo on the first day of 
September. 

Wednesday y September 2. — Our 
first care now was to shave our 
beards, which we had allowed to grow 
from our first departure from Philas, 
and we resumed our European cos- 
tume. We felt as awkward at first at 
Uiis change of dress, as we did when 
we first assumed the Arab costume. 
Mr. Salt received us very civilly. We 
found that great discoveries had been 
msde during our absence ; and the 
first thing that drew our attention was 
Mr. Salt's explanatory plan of the 
pyramids, the sphinx, and all their 
interesting environs. We found, at 
Mr. Salt's housov Colonel Stratton, of 
the Enniskillen dragoons, and Mr. Ful- 
ler. These two travellers had just 
made the tonr of Palestine, having 



arrived by land from Yafia and Gaza. 
They embarked at Constantinople^ 
after having completed the tour of 
Greece. As»they had not yet been to 
the pyramids, we gladly arranged to 
accompany them. 

Friday, September 4. — We set off 
early in the morning, and Mr. Salt 
having lent us a copy tit his newly 
made plan, we regularly went over the 
whole of the ground, place after place, 
according to it. To our disappointment 
we found there was nothuig new for us 
to see, excepting a few of the upper 
steps fi*onting the sphinx ; as, uafotv 
tunately for us and all future travellers, 
they have filled up all the excavations 
around the sphinx, so that there is not 
so much to be seen now as there was 
previous to our departure, the base 
having been perfectly cleared on one 
side before we started for Upper 
Egypt. From the sevei'al drawings 
and plans which we have seen, as well 
as from what we have heard, it appears 
that the indefatigable Captain Caviglia 
continued his operations till he had 
cleared all the breast of the animal $ 
that he afterwards pursued his labours 
till he reached the paws, at fifty feet 
distance from the body : and here it wasj 
between the two paws, that he dis- 
covered the temple. I imagine that this 
small edifice is composed of three large, 
flat stones, Jike a similar shrine in the 
possession of Mr. Salt, and that the 
door was filled up by two smaller pieces 
of stone on each side of it ; the sides 
have some fine specimens of basso-re- 
lievo : a man is depicted as presenting 
an offering to the sphinx. Some of the 
inscriptions also are interesting, and 
one of Caracalla has the name of Geta, 
his brother, erased, as in the Latin in- 
scription at Syene. The lions which 
were found, together with the tablets, 
in basso-relievo, have been sent home 
to the British Museum, as well as the 
great head of Memnon. There are still 
at Thebes the remams of thirty-seven 
statues, of equal, or larger dimensions. 
Beyond the small temple is an altar. 
At some distance from the paws is a 
flight of steps, which lead some depth 
below them to the base of the temple. 
Mr. Salt is of opinion that this deK:eiit 

H 
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by steps was meant to impress the be- 
holder (after having first viewed the 
sphinx at a distance, on a level,) with 
» more imposing idea of its grandeur, 
when he views the breast in its full 
magnitude from below. A wall of 
Bun-bumt brick was on each side of 
the steps, to prevent the sand from 
filling up the space. We afterwards 
went all over the great pyramid, again 
descending to the lower chamber, which 
Captain Caviglia discovered, and also 
reinspected the well, &c. We could 
not go into Colonel Davidson's cham- 
ber, as the Arabs had stolen the rope 
ladder which was left there. We slept 
at the entrance of the great pyi*amid, 
and in the morning returned to Cairo ; 
the excursion occupied us two days. 
When we were last at Cairo, a trip to 
the sphinx used to take two hours ; we 
were now five hours going there, the 
inundation of the Nile forcing us to go 
more than double the distance round 
the edge of the canals. As we are 
now about to leave Egypt, I shall add 
a few remarks on Cairo. All Turkish 
towns impress Europeans with very 
unfavourable ideas ; the streets are 
Invariably narrow, and the fronts of 
the houses look like so many barn 
doors. Cairo is particularly ill-built, 
and a stranser, after having heard so 
much of ** Grand Cairo,** can scarcely 
believe his own eyes when he enters ; 
and this is the more striking, as, at a 
short distance, the lofty minarets give 
it a grand appeaitince. Miserable 
narrow streets, the square bow-win- 
dows meeting over the head, and built 
with unpainted deal wood ; no pave- 
ment to be seen ; gratings substituted 
for panes of glass ; a dirty ill- dressed 
populace, and women covered up like 
so many ghosts, all conspire to render 
it disagreeable in the extreme. The 
various classes of inhabitants, such as 
Turks, Arabs, Copts, Jews, Franks, 
&c., have their respective quarters 
where they reside in detached socie- 
ties; each quarter has its gate and 
porter to attend it ; all are shut at eight 
O'clock in the evening ; after which 
time it is customary to fee the porter 
to get admittance. In case of tumults, 
when the troops go about robbing and 



plundering all they meet with, these 
gates become of great service. The 
citadel of Cairo is built on a command- 
ing eminence ; here the pasha resides. 
Great merit is due to Mahomed All for 
the tranquillity which exists at present 
throughout Egypt, and could such an 
atrocious crime as the murder of the 
mamelukes be overlooked, he might be 
considered as a great man. This barba- 
rous act was committed about six years 
ago : the unsuspecting victims, about 
two thousand in number, were invited 
to the castle to be present at thepreseo. 
tation of the Pelisse to the pasha's 
son, Toussein, and his investiture with 
the command of Jidda, includinj; the 
government of the sacred city of Mecca. 
During the cei*emony, the walls and 
tops of the houses, the castle, &c., 
were lined with troops, and, on a signal 
given, as the mamelukes were quitting 
the palace, the soldiers opened their 
fire on them, and nearly all of theni 
were slain. 

Egypt at present presents a very 
different appearance to what it did 
when we took our departure from Cairo, 
in March; the Nile having overflowed, 
all the villages are insulated, and the 
date palm-trees, which invariably sur- 
rounded them, partly conceal the mud- 
huts, and give a pleasing and lively 
appearance to the face of the country. 
The river, also, in some places, appears 
of prodigious width, the plains being 
ovei'flowed for many miles. We have 
been fortunate, in having seen Egypt 
throughout, with the Nils at its lowest 
ebb, and also at its greatest elevation. 
There is no freehold property in this 
country, all the land being let out by 
the pasha, who afterwards forces the 
peasants to sell their property to him 
only, and at his own price. Soldiers 
are quartered in all the pi'incipal vil- 
lages to enforce a due observance of 
this law. All the boats are likewise 
monopolised by him, and gun-boats are 
stationed at the narrow parts of the 
river, to prevent the passage of any 
barks unless laden for the pasha. 
The Arabs, Copts, and others, who 
become rich in spite of this oppressive 
system, are allowed but little enjoy- 
ment of their wealth. It is not at all 
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aa onasual occurrence when any one 
of them has built a handsome house, 
that he should be desired to turn out, 
and give it up to some Greek, Turk, or 
perhaps to an European consul, and 
should he not immediately obey, his 
head is the forfeit. 

It is a curious fact, that no water- 
plants or weeds grow on the banks of 
the Nile ; a sedgy margin is never to 
be met with in this country. The lotus, 
affecting fens and marshy places, can 
only flourish during the most propi- 
tious part of the year, when Uie 
overflowing of the Nile promotes its 
growth : hence it was so favourite a 
plant with the ancients ; and is so 
generally coupled with all symbolic 
allusions to the river. This year the 
Nile has risen 17 pics or 34 ft. ; this 
is called a good Nile. Last year it rose 
18 pics, which produced a very plen- 
tiful crop. We went to' the island of 
Rhoda to see the Mekias, but the 
column of graduation was wholly 
covered by the water ; so that we 
might have spared ouraelves the trou- 
ble. The appearance of the island, 
however, now a complete carpet of 
verdure, witn splendid sycamore trees 
(ficus sycamorus of Linnaeus), was 
beautiful. There are no barns in 
Egypt : the peasant being sure of fair 
weather at harvest-home, the com is 
immediately threshed, and the grain is 
piled up in immense hills, encircled by 
a wall. The birds are then freely 
allowed their share, though, during 
the time it is ripening, their claims are 
disputed by children, who are placed 
on elevated mud-hillocks, scattered in 
all directions throughout ihe plains ; 
bawling, and flinging stones by means 
of a sling, to drive away the feathered 
robbers. The other day we went to 
Boulack, situated on the banks of the 
Nile. It is, properly speaking, the 
port of Caiio, and the busy scene it 
presents at this time of the year is not 
exceeded by any of our quays in Eu- 
rope. The large dgerms, some of 4Q 
and 50 tons, bring their owners im- 
mense profits during the overflowing 
of the Nile. The stream brings them 
down with great rapidity, and the 
sirong north breeze takes them up 



again with equal speed. It is said 
these boats sometimes dear half their 
original cost the first season ; a great 
part of the year, when the Nile is in 
its bod, they are laid up in ordinary, 
as their great draught of water pre. 
vents their moving. Throughout Egypt 
we never met with the remains of any- 
thing like a pavement in their cities, 
with the exception of Antinoe, where 
we clearly made out that the streets 
bad been paved in many pkices. 

English travellers are now beginning 
to make their appearance in Eg^-pt. 
A few days ago Captain Bennet, of the 
dragoons, and Mr.JoUiffeari'ivedfrom 
making the tour of Palestine. The 
former is gone up as high as Assuan, 
with Colonel Stratton and Mr. Fuller ; 
the latter is obliged to return imme- 
diately to England. We start in a few 
days for the tour of Syria. Sheikh 
Ibrahim, who travels for the African 
Association, and who is mentioned in 
Mr. Legh's publication, has been of 
great assistance to us with his advice 
in tracing out our route, &c. This he 
also did for both the travellers men- 
tioned above. Mr. Salt is very kind 
and attentive to us ; we dine with him 
every day, and he has allowed us to 
copy his map of Syria. We intend to 
cross the desert on camels to Graza ; 
to visit the whole sea-coast up to La^ 
tachia ; from thence to cross over the 
mountains by Antioch to Aleppo ; to 
go to Palmyra or Damascus, according 
to circumstances, and from Damascus 
to Jerusalem, visiting in our way adl 
the objects of interest in the neigh, 
bourhood of our route. We calculate 
that the tour will occupy us till the 
middle of January, when we mean to 
embark at Alexandria for Smyrna and 
Constantinople. By the time we start 
for Syria (which will be in a few days), 
we shall have been fourteen months 
absent. We have supplied ourselves 
with provisions, clothes, and arms (viz., 
two muskets and a brace of pistols), 
and have, up to the present time, spent 
only one hundred and ninety pounds 
each, including our share of the boat- 
hire from Philse up to the second cata- 
ract and back to Thebes, and also of 
the expenses at Abou-Simbel, execpt- 
E 2 
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ing the payment of the labourers and 
the presents to the cashiefs. Mr. Salt 
famishes us with letters of introduction 
to Lady Hester Stanhope, Mr. Barker, 
the consul at Aleppo, and all the 
English agents in Syiia. Lord and 
Lady Belmore arrived at Alexandria 
in their yacht on the eighth instant, 
and embarked for Cairo on the seven- 
teenth ; we expect them daily. 

We have been so fortunate as to dis- 
cover an interesting tomb opposite to 
Mr. Brine's at Radlmore ; the sides 
are covered with paintings, amongst 
which are two groups, of a description 



very rarely, if ever, to be met with ; 
one of them represents the removal of 
a colossus between 30 and 40 ft high, 
seated on a chair ; upwards of a 
hundred labourers are employed to 
move it. The other drawing represents 
an Egyptian garden, with exotics in 
flower-pots arranged on a terrace, near 
to which is an arbour, bee-hives, &c., 
&c. Mr. Bankes and Mr. Beechey 
are the only travellers who have visited 
this tomb since we discovered it : the 
former has made accurate drawings of 
all its contents. 
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On the 1st of October, at 8 a.h., we 
were without the walla of Cairo. We 
had made a bargain with an Arab to 
provide us with three camels, and to 
conduct us to Jaffa, for thirty dollars. 
About eleven, we passed, on our left, 
the obelisk of Mataria, the site of the 
ancient Heliopolis ; and shortly after- 
wards we passed close to the ruins of 
another ancient city on the skirts of 
the desert, where the only object of 
interest was a statue in a sitting pos- 
ture, mutilated, but originally well 
executed. Our road was in the desert, 
but close to the cultivated plains, 
which extend no further from the 
Nile than where the soil is benefited 
by the overflowings of the river, either 
by natural or artificial means. This 
causes a distinct line of separation 
between the barren sand and irrigated 
land, having the appearance of a sea 
beach. We had left Cairo with only 
one camel and three asses ; the otlier 
two camels were to meet us at a village 
in the evening. We had enlisted in 
our service a Maltese interpreter, who 
mounted the third ass, while the camel 
carried our baggage. Arriving in the 



evening at the village before men- 
tioned, we parted with the asses, nod, 
at eleven at night, set out again on the 
three camels, with their owner aod 
his black slave. We heard the howl- 
ing of wild beasts during the night, 
resembling the cries of human beings 
in distress. 

October 2. — This morning we were 
joined by a man with a laden camel, 
who, seeing we were armed, was 
anxious to have our protection. As 
the Tarabeen Arabs of the desert 
through which we were to pass are 
notorious robbers, we were not sorry 
to see our number thus increased ; 
the stranger was bound to a village 
near Gaza. To^ay we passed occa- 
sionally through the 'skirts of the 
desert, as well as of the cultivated 
plains ; the latter are rich beyond de- 
scription ; the crops of doura were the 
finest we had seen. The soil being 
saturated with water, and receiving at 
the same time the heat of an ardent 
sun, produces a very rapid vegetation. 
We slept this night in the desert; and 
on the following morning we halted at 
Selafaieh, the last village on our rond, 
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which is situated on the hordera of the 
cultivated plains of Egypt. We re- 
mained here a few houi's to lay in a 
Btock of water and provisions. On 
leaving the village at 2 p.m., we were 
astonished at the pictaresque appear- 
ance of the desert, which was covered 
with wild shrubs. The occasional hill 
and dale give a pleasing variety to the 
scene, very different from what we 
had been accustomed to in Nubia, 
where the desert deserves that appella- 
tion in the strictest sense, being no- 
thing but a barren expanse of sand 
and rock, totally destitute of every sign 
of verdure or vegetation. This differ- 
ence is to be attributed to the nightly 
dews in this more northern climate. 
Wells of brackish water are occasion- 
ally met with, which serve to sustain 
the numerous gazelles which we con- 
stantly see feeding in the distance. 
We frequently met with birds; and in 
some places the quail and partridge 
were in considerable numbers. We 
found that, although the camels are 
capable when grazing, and not in 
work, of going five, six, and even 
seven days without drinking, it is ne- 
cessary that, when travelling, they 
should drink at least every third day ; 
and our driver, whenever he met with 
water, even if they had drunk the dav 
before, never failed to let them drink 
again, which always appeared to re- 
fresh them ; for the heavy sand fatigues 
these animals greatly. They perspire 
but very little, which tends much to 
the retention of that moisture so ne- 
cessary for their support : they were 
constsmtly feeding as they went along, 
the length, of their necks allowing 
them easily to do so. We could not 
but notice the provident bounty of 
nature in planting the desert with 
vegetables of a succulent and nutri- 
tious kind. It is undoubtedly to the 
want of verdure in the Nubian desert, 
as well as throughout the interior of 
that of Lybia, that we are to ascribe 
the difficulty of exploring those parts 
of Africa, as every camel there must 
have another to carry provender. Our 
road, or rather our track, was tolera* 
bly good. At Selahieh we had been 
joined by several persons->a man with 



asses, an Arab without a nose, a free 
negro, and six Muggrabins, one of 
whom was from Morocco, another 
from Algiers, and a third from Tunis, 
all bound on their pilgrimage to 
Mecca. By keeping with us they 
secured for themselves a supply of 
water, of which we had a good stock. 
They had separated from the great 
caravan from Morocco, consisting of 
10,000 camels, which we met on our 
last expedition to the pyramids, when 
we learnt that the two sons of the 
emperor of Morocco were among the 
pilgrims. At the time we met it, this 
immense assemblage had been five 
months on its journey. 

October 4. — We passed, on our left, 
the great lake, which is situated to the 
east of Damietta, and were obliged to 
cross several rivers and pools of salt 
water, sometimes up to the bellies of 
the camels, the Arabs and asses swim- 
ming across. In- the afternoon we 
saw, on our left, the ruins of Pelusium, 
but they were too far distant for us to 
visit them> and too many pools and 
lakes lay between. In the ef «ning the 
desert became more hilly, with occa- 
sional clumps of palm-trees in the val- 
leys. In one of these we remained for the 
night, near a well of brackish water. 

October 6. — To-day we had much 
the same country ; the palm-trees, 
however, had disappeared. We saw 
many carcases and detached bones of 
camels and asses, which had probably 
dropped with thirst and fatigue. We 
also passed a few wells of indifferent 
water. This evening, Mahomet, our 
camel-driver, made some bread. He 
kneaded tlie dough in a leathern nap- 
kin, and, mixing a good deal of salt 
with it, made a flat round cake about 
half an inch thick, and baked it on 
dried camel's dung. It was very 
good. 

October 6. — In the morning we 
came near a bay on the sea-coast. On 
the right we saw some Bedouins. 7^9 
sand now became heavier, and th& 
shrubs less plentiful : we, however, 
occasionally passed through some long 
damp plains between the sand-hills. 
We met a small caravan laden with 
tobacco ; the attendants were armed. 
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They asked backsheeish of us in a very 
rtide manner, but we refused to give it, 
and determined to make the best pos- 
sible display of our fire-arms for the 
future. I have little doubt that these 
people use their arms to commit rob- 
beries when opportunity offers, as 
much as to protect themselves. We 
still find the road strewed with 
bleached carcases of camels and asses. 
In the course of the day we were sur- 
prised to see a very fine hare. 

October 7. — We passed over a plain 
of about four miles in length, covered 
with thick, hard salt, resembling in 
appearance sheets of fiimly frozen 
snow.* The surface bore the weight 
• of our animals without giving way. 
Whilst we were at breakfast, a man 
on horseback came and talked to the 
camel-driver a good deal, saying, he 
wished to know who we were ; that he 
was a guard, and had orders to stop 
all Europeans travelling without a sol- 
dier of the pasha of Egypt. He also 
asked for backsheeish, but did not 
address himself to us. We took care 
to let him see our arms, and when he 
found that we took no notice of him, 
he retired. The road was now level, 
which relieved the poor animals a good 
deal, and we soon reached the sea 
beach. At three in the afternoon we 
arrived at El Arish. About an hour 
before we reached it, we stopped at 
some wells of fresh water, where we 
found a great assemblage of camels 
and many Tarabeen Arabs, who ap- 
peared to stop all passengers. They 
entered into a violent dispute wi^h our 
conductors, which we did not under- 
stand, but they took no notice of us. 
They presently levied a contribution on 
the Arabs who had joined us; and cer- 
tainly we should have shared the same 
fate had it not been for the appearance 
of our arms, as the chief followed us 
all the way to El Arish, surveying our 
baggage with the most thievish inqui- 
sitiveness. We were also passed by 
the horseman who had visited us at 
breakfast, but observing that we kept 
our muskets in our hands, he said that 



* ' * He shall inhabit the parched places in the 
-wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited." 
Jeremiah, xvil. 6. 



it was not against us that he meditated 
hostilities, and galloped on. At £1 
Arish are some Roman ruins : we no- 
ticed several marble columns. The 
village, which has a very fine well of 
good water, is situated on a slight emi- 
nence about half a mile from the sea^ 
from which it is hidden by sand hills 
and clumps of palms. The principal 
part is inclosed within a high wall of 
considerable thickness, having loop, 
holes all round for musketry. There 
is an octagon battery for cannon at 
each angle. Some ruined guns and 
old French ammunition boxes are all 
the warlike stores it contains. This 
place is remarkable for the treaty made 
between Sir Sidney Smith and the 
French army, for the evacuation of 
Egypt, which his superiors would not 
ratify. The land about El Arish is 
quite barren. 

October 8. — Soon after midnight 
we left this place. The morning was 
cold and foggy till sunrise, about an 
hour after which we stopped to break- 
fast. We begged our camel-drivers to 
halt in a vale at some distance from 
the road, that our Tarabeen neigh- 
hours might not dibcover us. We had, 
however, scarcely unladen the camels, 
when one of them came and seated 
himself in the midst of us. We could 
not help being surprised at the way in 
which this fellow stuck to us, as we 
were now nine hours from the place 
where we had first met him. We re- 
quested he would take himself off, as 
he could have no business with us. He 
walked away, apparently disappointed 
at not meeting some of his companions 
to assist him in plundering us. The 
desert was now much the same as at 
first, the number of shrubs increasing. 
In the forenoon we passed an exten- 
sive plain, where there are wells of 
tolerable water, a sheikh's tomb, and a 
Mahommedan burial-place. In the 
afternoon we had occasional views of 
the sea. We met many flocks of sheep 
and goats, peasants, and several laden 
camels. The attendants were usually 
armed, and eyed our baggage with a 
scrutinising look, but the sight of the 
muskets has always a tranquillising 
effect on them. We saw some pai*- 
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tridges, and a good many gerba, a sort 
of rat which jumps like the kangaroo. 
About four we passed a temple of con- 
siderable magnitude. Two pillars of 
grey granite are standing, witii suveral 
prostrate fragments ; and there is a 
large wall, constructed of antique re- 
mains. At sun-set we reached the 
village of Haneunis. It has a long 
square fortification^ inclosing a mosque. 
The approach to this place is pictu- 
resque : it is seated in a valley, and 
its environs are prettily laid out with 
gardens, trees, &c. There is but little 
land turned to agricultural purposes. 
We remarked both the houses and in- 
habitants to be cleaner and handsomer 
than those of Egypt. There are many 
marble fragments of columns, &c., 
which mark the site of a Roman town. 
We had often, before we left Cairo, 
hiquired about Uie cheer we were 
likely to meet with in crossing the 
desert, and were always told of the 
hardships we should experience ; such 
as want of water, the fatiguing motion 
of the camels, and fhe total privation 
of every accommodation. Bruce's nar- 
rative had also led us to expect very 
indifferent fare. With these unfavour- 
able impressions, we were not a little 
surprised to find our journey a most 
pleasant one. The pace of the camels, 
though tedious, being little more than 
two miles an hour, we found very 
agreeable. The open air was the best 
sleeping-place during the night, and 
even then it was rather too warm ; 
and as for water and provision, as we 
had taken care to lay in a good stock 
of both, we fared remarkably well, 
indeed, if I except the heat, wTiich 
about noon is certainly a fraction more 
than is agreeable ( the skin of our noses 
being blistered off by it), I can truly 
say, I never made a more pleasant trip 
in my life. 

October 9. — At daylight we pro- 
ceeded, the road leading through a 
barren country resembling a heath. 
In two hours we came to the village of 
Ksdier, prettily situated, with a view of 
the sea. There is here some land well 
cultivated and artificially watered, with 
the sackey, as in Egypt. The princi- 
pal produce is tobacco. Beyond 



the village, scattered about over an 
uncultivated plain, are some beau, 
tiful sycamore trees, similar to those 
in Egypt. We remained four hours 
under one of these trees for the pur- 
pose of drying all our things, which 
had been wetted by the salt water some 
days before, but we had not discovered 
it until now. While we were thus 
employed, a woman came hastily forth 
from the village, and seating herself 
on the ground, under a tree near uff, 
bewailed most bitterly, throwing the 
sand over her head with frantic gesti- 
culations which lasted about twenty 
minutes,when her husband, with whom 
we heard she had quarrelled, came, 
and with difficulty took her away. 

There are some marble remains of 
antiquity at Esdier. We thought we 
perceived a decided change in the cli- 
mate ; the dews for some nights past 
had been very heavy. This morning 
the N.E. wind blew keenly, but the 
sky was fine and clear. From Esdier 
to Gaza, which latter place we reached 
at 4 p. M., there are fine extensive 
plains prettily cultivated ; and the 
neighbourhood of Gaza itself is richly 
wooded with the olive, sycamore, mul- 
berry, cedar, fig, and other trees. The 
country is inclosed by hedges of prickly 
pears, the hills gently rising to the 
view beyond each other, and the whole 
has a beautiful appearance. Except- 
ing the less perishable materials, with 
which the houses are constructed^ 
stone being substituted for mud — the 
town partakes of the wretched appear- 
ance of those in Egypt The rains in 
winter have forced the natives to roof 
their houses, whereas in Upper Egypt 
they merely lay some canvas across 
to shade them from the sun, that being 
the only inconvenience they have to 
guard against. We remarked that the 
inhabitants here were better looking 
and cleaner, the women being dressed 
in a white or blue shirt, and a white 
shawl thrown loosely over the head, 
with which those who have no other 
veil occasionally cover their faces. 
Being tired, and having nine days' 
beard, we did not visit the town ; we 
were further discouraged by our ser- 
( vant having been scoffed at on account 
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of his religion. This was the frontier 
town of the land of Canaan.* 

October 10.— At 4 a.m. we left 
Gaza ; the road for two honrs was 
through beautiful groves of olive trees. 
Then entering an open country, partly 
cultivated, we passed some villages on 
each side of us, and the dry torrent of 
the £scol over a bridge of two high 
arches. About noon we had on our 
left Majudal, a large village with a 
mosque, situated in a valley, sur. 
rounded by groves of olives. At three 
in the afternoon we arrived at Asdoud, 
the site of the Roman Azotus ; near it 
is an antique building in the form of 
an open square, which we at first took 
t<) be Roman, but as the Turkish khans 
for the accommodation of caravans and 
travellers are built much in the same 
manner, we are rather inclined to be- 
lieve that it is one of them of very 
ancient date. Its inclosed court is 
entered by an arched passage, within 
which, on each side, are piazzas 
formed of five arches, two on each 
side of a larger one in the centre. On 
each side of the south entrance are 
chambers, with steps to ascend to the 
top of the building. The chamber on 
the left has evidently been used as a 
primitive Christian chapel, as appears 
by an altar and a cross ; and there is 
an inscription in some Eastern lan- 
guage over the door. There ai*e other 
arches in ruins, and partly buried, 
closer to the village, amongst which is 
a marble fragment, which would appear 
to have once formed the capital of a 
Corinthian column. The natives of 
this place flocked round us in num- 
bers, looking at us, and everything 
belonging to us, with wonder and asto- 
nishment. After we thought they had 
sufficiently surveyed us, we begged 
them to retire. They showed no inci- 
vility, but said they merely came to 
look at us. Some women came also, 
with a sick young man, apparently in 
a consumption, asking medical advice. 
We assured them we were not hackim, 
which they did not believe, and we 
luckily recollected that our Maltese 
interpreter had some *< balsam of 



* Genesis, x. 19. 



Mecca," which the friars say is an 
antidote for all distempers. We gave 
them some, which appeared to excite 
much gratitude. They, however, soon 
returned to beg some of our hair, say- 
ing that the smoke of Christian hair, 
burnt while the medicine was warming, 
would ensure a cure of the disorder.* 
We could not help laughing at their 
superstition, but they continued to en- 
treat us. For my part I had little to 
spare, and Irby did not^seem inclined 
to give away any of his. They at 
length retired without the desired re- 
medy, and brought us some honey and 
bread by way of return. This we 
offered to pay for, but they would not 
accept anything. We had been ad. 
vised by Sheikh Ibrahim to go from 
Gaza to Jaffa, by the way of Ascalon 
or Ashkelon, but our camel conductor 
could not be prevailed upon to go 
through that place, as it is not on t)ie 
direct road, and he would be liable to 
a penalty it he deviated from the com- 
mon route of the camels — a regulation 
intended, we suppose, to prevent smug^ 
gling, as Ascalon is on the sea-coast. 
At that place we should have seen part 
of a Roman amphitheatre, and some 
^cavations made by Lady Hester 
Stanhope, in search of supposed trea- 
sure, which failed of success ; but what 
we saw at Azotus in some measure 
recompensed us, and this we should 
have missed had we gone by the other 
route. It was at Ashkelon that Sam- 
son slew thirty men (Judges, xiv. 
V. 19). Asdoud is called Ashdod in 
the Old Testament (see Isaiah, xx. ; 
Jeremiah, xxv. ; Amos, i., ib. iii. ; Ze- 
chariah, xix. ; and Zephaniah, ii.). It 
is called Azotus in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and by the Romans. Pal- 
myra, built by Solomon by the name 
of Tedmpr, or Tadmor, is another io- 
stance, among many in Syria, of places 
having regained their original names. 
The Arabs in that neighbourhood 
know nothing of Palmyra, always call- 
ing it Tedmor. 

October 11. — Before daylight, wo 
quitted Asdoud ; the country is open 



* Mungo Park, at Dingyee, was requested 
by a foiilnh to give him a lock of his hair to 
make a sapliie. 
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and little cultivated, though the soil is 
very rich. In the afternoon we passed 
some ruins, probably Roman ; they 
appear to have been an aqueduct to 
convey water to the road-aide, which 
is to the eastward of the tract we 
traversed. We also passed a well 
which our conductor told us contained 
poisonous water ; on our right was 
Yabne, the ancient Jamnia, situated 
on a small eminence. About noon we 
crossed t!ie nahr (or river) El Rubin, 
close to the ruins of a Roman biidge. 
one arch of which, and a part of an. 
other, are all that remain. They are 
overgrown with bushes and weeds, 
which have a pretty effect ; and cer- 
tainly, to an amateur of the pictu- 
resque, the ruins of Syria must have a 
decided advantage over those of Egypt, 
where an arid climate totally prevents 
there being the least spot of verdure 
on a ruined fabric, be it ever so old. 
The traveller is, however, recompensed 
for this deficiency, by the compariu 
tirely high state of preservation in 
wliich he 'finds the Egyptian monu- 
ments, notwithstanding their superior 
antiquity ; and I think that he who 
has once seen Egypt, will never feel 
equally interested in any other coun- 
try. It is this feeling that has brought 
Mr. Bankes back to the Nile, after 
having explored Greece, Asia Muior, 
and tUe Archipelago ; and he is now 
gooe a second time to Thebes. The 
river El Rubin, above the bridge, is 
nearly dry, and filled with wild flowers 
and rushes. Below it there is a hand- 
some winding sheet of water, the bauks 
of which^ are likewise covered with 
various water-flowers, and many black 
water-fowl were swimming on its sur- 
face ; the water is bad, but not salt. 
On the opposite side of this river, on 
a small eminence, is Sheikh Rubin's 
tomb, surrounded by a square wall, 
inclosing some trees. There are in 
Syria and Egypt numbers of these 
tombs, which the Arabs erect to the 
memory of any man who they thuik 
has led a holy life, for the title of 
feheikh is not only given to their chiefs, 
but also to their saints. These tombs 
are generally placed in some conspi- 
cuous spot, frequently on the top of a 



mount. The sepulchre consists of a 
small apartment with a cupola over it, 
white-washed externally;* within are 
deposited a mat and a jar of water, for 
the ablution of such as retire there for 
devotion. Sheikh Rubin, who lived 
many years since, appears to have 
been much respected, and the people 
still go to pay vows at his bhrine ; they 
also bring provisions and celebrate fea* 
ti vals there ; the river no doubt receives 
its appellation from this sheikh. Leav- 
ing the neighbourhood of the nahr El 
Rubin, we crossed the sand hills and 
came to the sea beach, four or five 
miles south of Jaffa, and continued 
coasting till we came to the back of the 
hill, on the opposite side of which 
stands the town ; here we crossed 
over between the most beautiful gar- 
dens, filled with vines and fig-trees, 
the prickly pear, &c., though the soil 
is a deep sand. We arrived at Jaffa, 
the ancient Joppa, about 5 p.m. On 
our right we saw Ramla and Loudd, 
the ancient Ariinathea, and Lydda ; 
the former is in the road to Jerusalem. 
There being no inns or khans in the 
sesrport towns for the accommodation 
of travellers, we were obliged to repair 
to the residence of the English consul. 
We found the representative of Great 
Britain sitting at the door of his house ; 
he was a man apparently about sixty 
years of age, dressed in the Turkish 
mode, excepting an old brown cocked 
hat covered with grease, and put 
square on his head. His beard might 
be of some seven or eight days' growth^ 
and his back was ornamented with a 
plaited pig-tail, reaching down to his 
middle. It was difficult to refrain 
from laughing at the sight of so odd a 
figure, for his dress was all soiled 
with tat and the drippings of soup. 
He received us with a dignified reserve, 
and, uttering several *' favoriscas," 
showed us into the apartment, which 
performed the ofRce of a saloon. This 
room was filled with M'ater-melons ; 
some English prints decorated the 
walls, and an old diity sofa, without a 



♦ *• Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which, 
indeed, appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones. " Matt, zxiii. 
V.27. 
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oovering, and well stocked with fleas, 
constituted the furniture, whilst nume- 
rous holes in the floor gave free access 
and egress to the rats. In the evening, 
when supper was announced, we were 
in hopes of a splendid repast, and as 
we had not tasted anything since our 
early breakfast of dried fruit, we 
entered the room with our appetites 
very sharp set. Great was our disap- 
pointment when we found nothing but 
rice and cabbag^e, our host observing 
that it was " Giomo della Penitenza." 
We slept in the saloon, and got unmer- 
cifully bitten by the fleas. Next day 
we received some scraps of meat, but 
the old consul took care first to fill us 
so full of rice, that we could hardly 
find room for the better part of his 
feast. Jaffa, situated on the sea-coast, 
is a small fortified town ; the defences 
were in a very ruinous state, but the 
Aga was busily employed in repairing 
them. Vessels were arriving from the 
northward daily, with stones, &c., and 
he himself superintended the opera- 
tions constantly. The Christian and 
Mahommedan inhabitants were obliged 
to work alternate days, the parties 
being changed every morning at sun- 
rise by the sound of the drum. We 
saw the place where the French 
entered the town on their advance into 
Syria, and the hospital where Buona- 
parte poisoned his sick, on his retreat, 
to prevent their falling into the hands 
of the Turks. This place is now the 
Armenian convent, and one of the 
priests, who was in the town at the 
time, says there were only thirty-five 
men thus poisoned. About a mile 
without the town the French army 
was encamped, and it was here that 
Napoleon inhumanly massacred the 
inhabitants in cool blood, after the 
town was fully in his possession. The 
number thus slain is uncertain, but 
many people now in Jaffa attest the 
truth of the story. Our camel-driver 
being bound to Jerusalem, we sent 
the heaviest part of our baggage to 
that place by him, and endeavoured 
t() purchase horses to continue our 
r<»ute in Syria. As we found great 
difficulty in procuring them, we sent 
to request the Aga would lend us a 



soldier to assist us, as old Damiani, the 
consul, was of more harm than good in 
the business. ' Instead of doing so, the 
Aga very kindly said he would lend 
us government horses for nothincr, as 
he had also done to Colonel Stratton, 
and that we might keep them as long as 
we pleased : he added, that an English- 
man, to whom he had granted the same 
favour, had three years afterwards 
sent him a spy-glass in return. This ob- 
servation savoured a little of self-inte- 
rest, but he was a kind-hearted man, 
as the following incident shows. Our 
Maltese interpreter, twenty years ago. 
had been in a better situation of life, 
and, whilst trading in a small way in 
cotton, became acquainted with this 
Aga ; on some occasion he had given 
him. a watch as a present ; they never 
again met till the other day, when the 
Maltese, travelling as interpreter to 
Colonel Stratton, was recognised, at 
Jaffa, by the Aga, who, seeing him in 
reduced circumstances, forced him to 
receive a sum of money, saying, it was 
now his turn to give a present. The 
Maltese, who is an honest man, declined 
accepting the cash, but the other forced 
him to take it. This is one, amongst 
other instances we have met with of the 
disinterested generosity of the higher 
class of Turks. Jaffa is the ancient 
Joppa : Hiram, king of Tyre, sent 
Lebanon cedars by sea to Joppa, for 
the building of Solomon's temple ; and 
the latter had them removed by land 
to Jerusalem (see 2 Chronicles, c. ii. 
V. 16). The scene of St. Peter's vision 
was near Joppa (Acts, x.). 

October 15. — At 9 a. m. we left 
Jaffa. We had not slept in a house, or 
under any cover since we departed from 
Cairo ; as yet we had found no incon- 
venience from this ; but as we were 
going to the northward, and the winter 
was fast coming on, we thought it ad- 
visable to equip ourselves in a thick 
Arab garment, made of a sort of course 
wool or sackcloth ; it was very heavy, 
and, although of the best quality, cost 
only ten piastres, little more than five 
fthillings ; a pair of coarse white Turk- 
ish breeches, and red worsted turban 
completed our costume. The sun 
in the desert had browned us to a 



CHAP. IV.] 



SYRIA. 



59 



good standard colour, which according 
well with our dress, we thus avoided 
the curiosity of the natives, who before 
used to flock round to gaze at us as if 
we had been wild beasts. Foi^ five 
piastres we purchased a woollen mat 
to do duty as a bed ; and thus fur- 
nished, and with four good hack horses, 
we felt quite independent. As to pro- 
visions, we always had a staple of bread, 
cheese, and onions, which served for 
breakfast, dinner, and supper, unless 
we were fortunate enough to meet with 
a fowl. Our road led along the sea^ 
beach, and we shortly crossed the nahr 
£1 Petras. In the afternoon we passed 
through a wild but pretty country, and 
crossed the nahr Arsouf, leaving the 
village of that name (the ancient Apol- 
Ionia) on our left. The following 
roomiog we set out very early, and 
crossing the nahr £1 Kasab arrived at 
Cesarea. Here \^e stopped two hours, 
examining the antiquities. A small 
part of these are inclosed within the 
ruins of an old wall and ditch, which 
appeared to be Saracenic; and on a 
promontory which bounds this ex- 
tremity on the south side, are the re- 
mains of a large ediBce, constructed 
apparently upon the ruins of a Roman 
temple. Many fragments of immense 
pillars of granite have been used to 
form a landing-place on the north point 
of a small bay. The Roman remains 
extend far beyond the limits of the 
walls before-mentioned, and to the 
north of thera. Above, and parallel 
with the sea-beach, are the ruins of 
Bome arches, and of a wall, which ap- 
pears to lead to the hills, which now 
begin to approach closer to the sea, 
and to the nahr Zerka, where the water 
is fresh ; this circumstance, and the 
wells of the town having bad water, led 
OS to suppose that these arches had 
once been part of an aqueduct. There 
are also wells on the promontory, but 
they are now dry. Without the Sai-a- 
cenic walls, to the south, we found a 
column of marble, with a Roman in- 
scription of the Emperor Septimius 
Severus, but too much buried for us 
to ^ke a copy of it. About noon we 
arrived at Tortura, the ancient Dora 
(see Judges, L 27). There are extensive 



ruins here, but they possess nothing of 
interest. We left this place at two, and 
at four reached Athlite, where we re- 
mained for the night. Between Tor- 
tura and Athlite are numerous stone 
quarries. The village of Athlite is 
situated on a peninsular-shaped pro- 
montory, and has apparently been con- 
structed from the ruins of an ancient 
city. It is of small extent, and would 
seem from its elevated situation, and 
the old wall which surrounds it, to have 
been a citadel. There are the ruins of 
two other walls, one of which incloses 
a square space, the farther or southern- 
most end of which juts into the sea. 
There are three entrances through this 
wall, two on the east, and one on the 
south side, and steps in various places 
to ascend to the top of it. The other 
wall approaches near to that of the ' 
citadel ; but the outer one, which we 
may suppose to have included the re- 
mainder of the ancient town, incloses 
a considerable space of ground now 
uninhabited. There is a small bay to 
the south of the promontory, which 
may have occasioned the construction 
of a town on this site, as it makes a 
tolerable haven for small vessels. The 
most interesting thing within the cita- 
del, is the ruin of a great building, 
which we were puzzled to make out ; 
the half of the circumference, which 
is still standing, has six sides. On the 
exterior, below the cornice, in alto- 
relievo, are heads of men, lions, and 
sheep. The exterior walls of this edi- 
fice have a double line of arches in the 
Gothic style ; the lower row larger 
than the upper one ; th& architecture 
is light and elegant. There does not 
appear to be any ancient name to this 
place, and from all the information that 
we could obtain, the ruins are no 
older than the time of the crusades, 
when the town went by the name of 
Castel Pelegrino. From the commo- 
diousness of the bay, the extent of the 
quarries in the neighbourhood, the fine 
rich plains near it, which now are only 
partially cultivated, it would seem that 
this place was formerly of much im- 
portance, and that the neighbourhood, 
though now very thinly inhabited, was 
once populous. 
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October 17. — At day-light we de- 
parted through the northernniost of 
the two passages in the eastern wall. 
Here the rock has been cut away to 
form the road, and various circum- 
stances combined, induced us to form 
an opinion that Athlite is of much 
greater antiquity than is represented. 
Passing by the part of the coast formed 
by the foot of Mount Carmel, we 
entered the bay of Acre, and in less 
than three hours from Athlite we 
were at Caiifa (the ancient Hepha). 
Here we found the only friar at px-e- 
sent belonging to the convent of 
Mount Carmel, an intelligent man (a 
Maltese), who, after supplying us with 
breakfast, attended us to the summit 
of Carmel, where the convent is situ- 
ated. This building was formerly 
. fitted up with beds, and every accom- 
modation. It was pillaged and de- 
stroyed by the Arabs after the retreat 
of the French army from the siege of 
Acre ; the latter having used it as a 
hospital for their sick and wounded, 
while their operations were carrying 
on ; and in the places where the poor 
fellows were laid, tiio numbers by 
which they were arranged are still 
visible on the walls. The friar shewed 
us a cave cut in the natural rock 
wliere the prophet Elijah had his altar 
(see 1 Kings, xviii. 17, and following 
verses). In front of this are the re- 
mains of a handsome church in the 
Gothic style, built by the Empress 
Helena at the time she made her pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem. From Mount 
Carmel there is a beautiful view of the 
bay of Acre, the mountains inland, 
and the Mediterranean. Near the 
convent are some prostrate columns. 
We found an immense scorpion 
amongst the rubbish in the court. 
There is a well of excellent water. 
1*he mount is of very inconsiderable 
height, and quite barren, though at 
the north-eastern foot of it are some 
pretty olive-yards. On mentioning to 
the friar our suspicions of the ruins of 
Athlite being partly Roman, he sug- 
gested the idea that it might have 
been called Athla, as the present name 
Athlite resembles that word much iu 
sound. We returned from Mount 



Carmel, and leaving Caiffa at three in 
the afternoon, followed the coast of 
the bay of Acre, and shortly passed 
over to the right of the brook Kishon, 
where Elijah slew the worshippers of 
Baal after he had proved to them the 
existence of the true Grod, by the 
miracle he had wrought on Mount 
Carmel. We soon after crossed the 
mouth of the river Kishon, and subse- 
quently the river Belus, and reaching 
Acre at sunset, were shown to the 
house of Signer Malagamba, the Bri- 
tish agent. All the rivulets we have 
hitherto passed in Syria are fordable 
in the Autumn, close to their junction 
with the sea, where the counteraction 
of the rapid streams of the rivers, and 
the surf, form sand-banks or bars. The 
water is generally fresh close to their 
junction with the ocean. 

October 13, — We found Signor Malar 
gamba more useful to us than Dami- 
ani : but as he had no room to lodge 
us in, we took up our quarters in the 
convent, where we were kindly received 
by the "Padre Superioi*e." We ate 
our meals with the worthy consul, 
whose house is in the same khan as 
the convent. Acre is a strong forti- 
fied town. Since the French siege, in 
1799, the Turks have doubled the 
walls which inclose the town. We 
were shewn the breach made by the 
French army, now entirely repaired, 
except the spent shot-holes. The situa- 
tion of Acre is delightful. The princi- 
pal objects of interest in the town are 
the mosque, the pasha's seraglio, the 
granai'y, and the ai'senal. A great 
religious festival was solemnised by 
the Turks while we were here. The 
mosques were brilliantly illuminated 
at night. The next day we went to 
see the pasha's finest horses : they 
were splendidly caparisoned with gaudy 
trappings of leopards' skins embroi- 
dei-ed with gold and silver; but tlie 
animals themselves were ill made and 
good for little, the whole affair beiug 
more for show than use. Acre was 
the Accho of the Old Testament, 
which, together with Achzib, Dor, 
Sidon, and some other places of the 
sea^joast of Syria, were never com- 
pletely subdued by the Israelites (see 
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Judges, 1. 31). Gaza, Ekron, and 
AscaloD, further to the southward, 
were subjugated (same chap. i. v. 18). 
We here procured a firman from the 
pasha, having travelled thus far with- 
out any authority from the Syiian 
governments. This firman was worded 
very strongly in our favour ; it was 
addressed to all the Agas in tlie pasha- 
lic of Acre, and our horses were or- 
dered to be furnished with fodder, &c. 
free of expense wherever we might go. 
October 20. — At one in the .after- 
noon we quitted Acre. Our route lay 
across the plain of that name, in which 
there was nothing remarkable to be 
seen except the extensive aqueduct by 
-which the town is supplied with water. 
We stopped at Zib, the ancient Ach- 
zib (see Judges, i. 31). The inhabitants 
were dressed foi: the Mahommedan 
feast, and crowded round us, and all 
their sick came for medical aid, but 
we had nothing to give them but the 
balsam of Mecca, which had been so 
useful at Ashdoud. Amongst our 
patients was the sheikh's son, who had 
burnt his hand most terribly. He 
evinced much gratitude for the assist- 
ance we rendered to him and the rest 
of the villagers. He offered our in- 
terpreter a considerable sum of money, 
which he refused. A small medicine 
chest, with Recce's or some other 
book on the subject,' would be a truly 
valuable article in the trunk of a tra^ 
veller in the^e countries, and would be 
the surest means of conciliatmg the 
natives. 

October 21 . — We were mounted and 
on our route at daylight, and in about 
an hour's time reached Cape Blanco. 
The descent on the north side reminded 
us, in its numerous windings, of the 
mountain roads of Switzerland ; and 
the sea dashing against the rocks be- 
low us had a fine effect. The road 
was execrable. About three hours 
before we reached Tsour, the ancient 
Tyre, we stopped to visit some ruins' 
on a small eminence on our right ; 
Ihey consisted of the remains of a 
large city, and the ruins of a temple 
in a most dilapidated state. Only two 
. columns are standing. In the lower 
part of the capital of one we distin- 



guished the Echinus moulding. The 
material used in tliese buildings is the 
natural stone of the country, which 
is calcareous and very porous. Beyond 
these ruins we distinctly traced the 
remains of the ancient paved way to- 
wards Tyre, and we afterwards as- 
cended what IS called the ladder of the 
Tyrians ; it is a picturesque spot^ the 
road being cut in the side of the per- 
pendicular clifif on the sea-shore, to 
the height of several hundred feet 
above the level of the water. This, 
according to Maundrell (page 52), was 
the work of Alexander the Great. 
After descending from this elevated 
spot, we passed the ruinous heaps of 
another ancient city and some pic- 
turesque rivulets, and arrived at Tsour 
at one in the afternoon. Here we put 
up at the house of an Arab, who called 
himself a Christian archbishop; he 
was not at home, and, at first, his wife, 
daunted by our rough Arab attire, was 
unwilling to receive us, but our con- 
ductor assuring her that we were 
Englishmen travelling for pleasure, 
she treated us with great civility and 
attention. The establishment was a 
very humble one, as might be expected 
in so mean a place.. The prophecies 
of the fall of Tyre in Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Ezeklel, seem to be fulfilled in the 
present appearance of Tsour, there 
being no vestige remaining, but mere 
rubbish, of the ancient city (so called 
from Tiras the son of Japheth). The 
city, formerly built on an island, is now 
on a peninsula ; the isthmus, which 
Alexander caused to be made for the 
prosecution of his attack on the city, 
has now the appearance of natural 
ground. The Walls and castle are visi- 
ble, but I should strongly suspect they 
are not the same which existed at tlio 
time when Tyre was in its glory, and 
the port is much choked up with mud. 
October 22. — At sun-rise we pro- 
ceeded on our journey. We saw the 
remains of the ancient aqueduct, and 
crossed the mouth of the Kasmia ; the 
banks of this winding river, wliich 
proceeds from an extensive valley be- 
tween the mountains, are very pic- 
turesque. There is a bridge with ono 
arch over it, a little below which is a 
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Bmall isUnd. We continued our route 
through a country nearly barren, very 
thinly populated, and very uninterest- 
ing, with mountains on our right, des- 
titute of either beauty or vegetation. 
We passed through the ruins of five 
or six large cities, now mere rubbish, 
and only distinguishable as sites of 
towns, by numerous stones much dila- 
pidated, but still showing marks of 
having been cut square with the chisel, 
with mortar adhering to them,and here 
and there were fragments of columns. 
The only place marked in the map in 
this quarter is the ancient Sarepta or 
Zarephath, remarkable by the miracles 
wrought there by Elijah (see 1 Kings, 
xvii.) In the afternoon we crossed 
the dry beJs of several torrents, and 
a river by a bridge of five arches ; the 
banks of all these streams were covered 
with wild-fiowers, amongst which was 
the oleander, in full bloom and beauty. 
As we approached Saida we observed 
that the sides of the hills were covered 
with vineyards, but their appearance 
is not at all picturesque. Half an hour 
before we arrived, we passed the ruins 
of another ancient city ; also a frag- 
ment of a granite column, and a Roman 
mile-stone, like that near Cesarea, and 
liaving upon it an inscription of the 
time of Septimius Severus. The im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Saida (the 
ancient Sidon) is pretty. The place 
derived its name from Sidon, the first- 
born of Ginaan (see Genesis, x. 15). 
The plain at the foot of the hills is 
entirely appropriated to extensive and 
shady groves and gardens, with narrow 
and pretty lanes between them. There 
is no English consul or agent at Saida, 
we therefore went to the convent, but 
found no friars there, and the church 
was shut up. The French consul had 
entire possession of all the apartments; 
he was now on a tour to the Holy 
Land. We had seen him at Acre ; he 
was tlien with his wife going to Naza- 
reth. We had some difficulty in ob- 
taining a room in this convent, but at 
last we got one belonging to one of 
the absent servants. We were now 
in the neighbourhood of Lady Hester 
Stanhope, and as we were entrusted 
with a letter from Mr. Salt, a packet 



of English letters from Acre, and a 
book irom Jafia, we deemed it oar 
duty to wait on her, and therefore set 
out for her usual residence, an old 
deserted convent in the mountain, 
about one hour and half diatanee from 
Saida, called Mar Elias Alza ; but her 
ladyship had removed from thence on 
account of the heat to a more elevated 
spot in the mountains, called Castle 
Jeba: we therefore forwarded the 
letters, &c., together with a note, re- 
questing permission to wait on her. 
The following morning we received a 
letter, saying, that she had made her 
mind up not to receive any more 
Englishmen, with the exception of 
officers of the army and navy, "all 
fine fellows,^' pa she was pleased to 
express herself; at the same time she 
strongly dissuaded us from undertaking 
the trip to Palmyra, and recommended 
us to make a short tour of fifteen or 
twenty days round the vicinity of 
Saida, and then to return and pass 
twenty days with her in her convent 
This, at the present season of the year, 
with the winter and rainy season fast 
approaching, wouldihave J»een the most 
impolitic plan we could have pursued, 
and . therefore we returned a polite 
answer declining her civilities with aa 
good a grace as we could. She is 
always dressed in the Turkish costume 
as a man; her generosity we heard 
spoken of in all directions. Saida 
possesses as few relics of its ancient 
magnificence as Tyre. The port, al- 
though it may once have been exten. 
sive, is now small, and nearly filled up 
with mud. The castle, connected to 
the main*Iand by a bridge, ia an old 
building, but the same remark which 
I made on the ancient edifices at Tyre 
is applicable to those of Sidon, viz., that 
they are more recent than the time 
when the city was in its splendour. 

Ootober^2b. At 9 a.m., we left 
Saida by a wretched rugged road, and 
through an uninteresting country. We 
met occasionally with the remams of 
the ancient paved way. In the after- 
noon we passed the ruins of an ancient 
town and burial-ground ; here are 
many stone sarcophagi, some never 
opened ; their lids are high and massv, 
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and terminate in an angle« A little 
beyond them ax*e two arches in the 
mountain's side, the ruins either of a 
bridge or an aqueduct. Shortly after- 
wards we quitted the sea-coast and 
passed over the hills which form the 
promontory of Bayruth ; here we 
had a fine view of the plain, co- 
vered with groves of olives, and of 
several villages on the mountain's side. 
Descending, we passed through plan- 
tations of figs, and of young mulberry 
trees for the silk- worm, and . from 
thence through gardens neatly inclosed 
by walls, where we met occasionally 
with fragments of antiquity. It was 
dusk before we entered Bayruth, the 
ancient Berytus. It stands well, and 
like all the other towns of Syria that 
we have seen, has pretty environs and 
rich gardens at the back of it ; but 
these beauties are always confined to 
particular spots, and an hour's ride 
usually conducts you again into an un- 
interesting and rocky country. There 
is a fine view of the sea from the 
marina, and the jetty is built on foun- 
dations of antique granite columns. 
There is also an ancient bath within 
the town. We were at the house of 
Mr. IiaureUa, the English agent, a 
very good fellow. 

October 26. — At two in the after- 
noon we left Bayruth, the road being 
for a short time very pretty, with 
gai'dens on each side of us. We soon 
crossed the nahr £1-Sazib below the 
junction of the nahr £1-Leban, or 
River of Milk, so called from its foaio- 
ing when overcharged with water. It 
is a pretty rivulet ; the bridge has six 
arches. From hence the road led along 
the sea-beach until we came to a rocky 
promontory, the ascent of which re- 
minded us of the ladder of the Tyrians, 
though it is neither so high nor so pic- 
turesque; on reaching the summit, we 
saw below us on the other side the 
nahr £1-Kelb, or River of the Dog, 
i*unning beautifully through a deep 
chasm in the mountains, and a very 
good bridge over it, which Maundrell 
describes as being a bow-shut from the 
sea. The banks are planted with vines 
and mulberries. There is a Roman | 
inscription on a tablet carved out of! 



the rock on the side of the road we 
descended ; this was copied by Maun- 
drell, 120 years ago, and appears to 
record the construction of the road by 
the Emperor Antoninus. Near the 
bridge is also another inscription in 
the Arabic language. We passed the 
night at the mouth of the river, and 
at daylight the following morning pro- 
ceeded along the sea-shore. In an 
hour's time we ascended a rocky point 
of a small bay inhabited by fishermen. 
At the foot of this promontory, close 
to the sea, are the remains of a chapel 
cut out of the rock, which we were 
informed was the sepulchre of St. 
George. The old fishermen, whose 
cottage is situated on the }>romontory 
above the cliapel, were so superstitious 
as to believe, and endeavoured to peru 
suade us, that the water of the sea near 
this spot is a cure for all distempers, 
and that numerous people came hither 
for the purpose of being healed by it. 
We had here a good view of the grand 
convents of Uariasa Soummaar, ro^ 
mantically situated on the summit of 
the mountain. The valley at the end 
of this bay is cultivated and studded 
with cottages. Proceeding along the 
sea-beach we passed a Roman arch 
constructed with large stones over the 
bed of a torrent ; from hence the road 
led over rugged rocks, till we came to 
a handsome bridge of a single arch, 
over the nahr Ibrahim, the ancient 
Adonis, which, like the nahr El-Kelb, 
proceeds from a deep chasm between 
the mountains, but the level land is 
more extensive than that near nahr 
£1-Kelb. We now proceeded by the 
sea^oast to Gebail. On our way we 
crossed over one of those natural 
bridgesy over a torrent now dry. This 
is one of many places where the water 
meeting with inclined beds, has under* 
mined the intermediate earth, and 
formed caverns, or natural arches* 
We reached Gebail, or Gibyie, at two 
in the afternoon, and stopped at the 
convent of Maronites, a poor miser- 
able set of people who make a merit of 
never eating meat, &c. At Gebail, 
without the town, there are many 
Roman ruins, and a bridge with seve- 
ral granite columns ; within the town. 
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th« castle and some other modem 
ediftees are eonsti-ucted upon ancient 
foundations. Tiie Roman name of 
Gebail is marked in the map as Byblua, 
but in Ezekiel, xxvii. 9, it is called 
Gebal, and is mentioned as fttrnishing 
the fleets of Tyre with caulkers. 

OatoUer 28 — We went from (refoail 
to Tripoli, which we did not reach till 
dusk, though we started at daylight. 
We saw nothing of interest except the 
remains of a Roman temple, and we 
passed over a very rugged and bad 
road until we reached Batroun, the 
ancient Botrys. Here the road turned 
to the right through a fine valley be- 
tween tlie mountains, in which we 
noticed an old picturesque castle stand- 
ing on a high rock; it is called Tem- 
seida, and was probably constructed 
to defend this pass. The hills on 
the south of the vale are covered 
with shrubs, and by the roadside are 
plantations of mulberries, vines, &c. 
A small river, which we occasionally 
crossed by bridges, takes its winding 
course through the valley. Leaving 
it, we passed to the north over the 
mountains by rugged paths, bordered 
by the m}Ttle and other wild shrubs, 
until we again came down upon the 
coast. At sun-set we reached Tripoli, 
and not being aware that there was an 
English consul in the town, took up 
our quarters in the convent with Padra 
Hermenigildo. This is the best town 
we have seen in Syria, the houses 
being all well built of stone, and neatly 
constructed within. It is seated at 
the foot of the mountains, at some 
distance from the sea-shore, and is 
suiTOunded by luxuriant gardens, 
producing innumerable orangea and 
lemons. The town is commanded by 
two old castles on the heights, built in 
the time of the crusades ; the port ia 
near an hour's distance, on a low point 
of the sea^X)a8t, it is but an indifferent 
one, being an open anchorage, only a 
little sheltered by the Pigeon Islands, 
Three cities formerly stood here, one 
subject to Arados, a second to Tyre, 
and the third to Sidon ; hence the ori-^ 
gin of the name Tripoli. There are 
square towers, apparently of the time 



of the crusades, all the way from the 
port towards Tripoli. On the second 
day of our arrival we received a mes- 
sage from the English consul, expres- 
sive of his regret that we had not come 
to his house ; we immediately waited 
onhim,and explained the circumstance 
to his satisfaction. He was a fine old 
man, nearly eighty years of age, and 
remembered Bruce, who stayed some 
days at his house ; we were delighted 
with the affable and sensible conversa- 
tion of this veteran. 

On Thursday, at four in the morn- 
ing, we left Tripoli, for the purpose of 
visiting the cedars of Lebanon and 
Baal bee. Signer Giuseppe Mazoliere, 
the son of a French merchant, accon>- 
panied us, at the request of the padre 
of the convent. The ascent from Tri- 
poli is gradual ; the first object of in- 
terest is the aqueduct and bridge over 
the nahr Kavdas, or Abouli river. 
These structures are overgrown with 
bushes and weeds, and the river runs 
picturesquely under them in two chan- 
nels. At first tlie road is good, and 
passes through cultivated plains, groves 
of olives, and beautiful valldys watered 
by branches of the river. Afterwards 
it becomes very rugged, steep, and 
irreguUr, and continues so the wh(^ 
way to the village of Eden, passing 
between two conspicuous points of 
the mountain. Eden is delightfoUy 
situated by the side of a rich atd 
highly cultivated valley; it coutaica 
between four and five hundred fami- 
lies, who, on the approach of winter, 
descend to another village only an 
hour's distance from Tripoli; the fami- 
lies were in the act of removing to 
their winter habitations when we 
arrived; and on our return from BaaU 
bee, all those who had not previously 
quitted their summer quarters de- 
scended with us. They have an Arab 
catholic bishop, a church, and several 
priests ; there is another Christian 
village, lower down in the vale. We 
arrived at Eden about two o'clock, 
which, including stoppages, makes it 
ten hours from Tripoli. Here Signer 
Mazoleire's relations received us most 
hospitably. The wine was delightful ; 
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that of Lebanon has always been es- 
teemed.* 

Early on Friday morning, we set out 
by moonlight for the cedars, and 
arrived a little after daybreak. The 
ascent from Eden to the cedars is not 
considerable, the distance, allowing for 
the windings of the road, which is 
very rugged and hilly, may be about 
five miles. On the right, higher up 
the mountain, is a larger and deeper 
vale than that of Eden, with the vil- 
lage of Beshiri in the bottom ; this 
valley is very rich and picturesque. 
It is surrounded by lofty mountains, 
and is watered by a winding stream. 
It reminded us of the vale of the Dive 
in Savoy, and its " Pont de Chevres.** 
The famous cedars of Lebanon are 
situated on a small eminence, in a 
valley at the foot of the highest part of 
the mountain. The land on the moun- 
tain's side has a sterile aspect, and the 
trees are the more remarkable as they 
stand altogether in one clump, and are 
ithe only trees to be seen in this part 
of Lebanon. There may be about fifty 
of them, but their present appearance 
ill corresponds with' the character 
given of them in scripture. There 
was not one of them at all remarkable 
for its dimensions or beauty ; the 
largest amongst them is formed by 
the junction of four or five trunks into 
one tree; according to Maundrell this 
is 12 yards in girt ; but we are much 
more inclined to agree with Volney 
than with Maundrell, in the descrip- 
tion which they have respectively 
given of the cedars of Lebanon. Nu- 
merous names carved on the trunk of 
the larger trees, some with dates as 
far back as 1640, record the visits of 
individuals to this interesting spot, 
which is nearly surrounded by the 
barren chain of Lebanon, in the form 
of an amphitheatre of about thirty 
miles curcuit, the opening being to- 
wards the sea* We thought the tout' 
eruemble more resembled the Apen- 
nines at the back of Genoa, than any 
other mountain scenery we had ever 
Beeq. Mount Lebanon and its cedars 
are frequently alluded to in scripture. 



• ** The scent thereof shall be as the ydne 
of Lebanon." iToiea, xiv. v. 7. 



The words, « All the trees of Eden, 
the choice and best of Lebanon," Eze<» 
kiel, xxxi. v. 16, would seem to imply 
that the boasted cedars were always 
near the place in which the few re- 
maining ones now are, as they are not 
more than five miles distant from the 
modern village of Eden. In the 2nd 
Chronicles, ii. 8, the words, ^<Send 
me also cedar-trees, fir-trees, and 
algum-trees, out of Lebanon,'' clearly 
prove that formerly other kinds of 
wood grew pn this mountain, none of 
which are now to be found here, unless 
the walnut tree of the present day, 
which is in very high perfection at 
Eden, is the algum-tree of the an- 
cients. By the first book of Kings, 
chap. vi. and vii., it appears that much 
cedar was used in the construction of 
Solomon's temple. With respect to 
the village of EdcQ it appears to stand 
where of old was the garden of God,' 
so called throughout the whole of the 
xxxi, chap, of Ezekiel, particularly in? 
the 8th and 9th verse ; but by refer- 
ence to Genesis ii. verse 8, the posi- 
tion of the garden of Eden, where 
Adam and Eve were placed, seems 
very uncertain, for from the 10th to 
the 14 th verses you observe, " A river 
went out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from thence it was parted and be- 
came into four heads :" the river of 
Ethiopia (the Nile) appears to be one 
of the four, and the Euphrates an- 
other. Maundrell gives no extracts 
from scripture concerning Lebanon; 
probably because he thought it would 
be useless, as it is mentioned in so 
many different places. Volney is also 
silent on the subject, I mean as far as 
respects quotations. Eden is called 
Aden by the natives at this day. 

We hired a guide to conduct us 
across Lebanon into the valley of 
Bekaa Mathooalis, in which Baalbec 
is situated. Leaving the cedars about 
an hour after sun-rise, we ascended to 
the crest Of Lebanon, where we had 
an extensive view over the hills at its 
S. E. foot into the valley, with Baalbec 
in the distance. We beheld also to the 
westward a considerable extent of sea. 
Altogether it was a fine view, but 
scarcely deserving the commendations 
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which Volney bestows on it. Lebanon, 
in the Syriac language, signifies white, 
which this mountain is, both in sum- 
iner and winter; in the fonner sea* 
son, on account of the natural colour 
of the barren rock, and in the Utter 
by reason of the snow. 

The valley of Baalbec, or of the 
Kasmia, or Bekaa Mathooalis, has an 
excessively rich soil, but is very little 
cultivated, and has no trees except in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Baal- 
bec itself, and those are chiefly the fig 
and walnut. The valley is bounded 
on the N. W. side by Lebanon, and on 
its S. £. by Anti-Lebanon ; its breadth 
may be about ten miles, while its length 
from N. £. to S. W. extends as far as 
the eye can reach. The Kasmia has 
its source to the north of Baalbec, and 
running through the plam, discharges 
itself into the sea a little to the north 
of Tyre. How deplorable that so lux- 
uriant a spot, with so fine a soil, 
should lay waste and desolate ! and 
what ideas of former wealth and mag- 
nificence do the splendid ruins of 
Baalbec call to the mind. The inha- 
bitants of the mountain are nearly all 
of the church of Rome ; but those of 
the Bekaa Mathooalis are a particuhir 
sect of Mahomedans, differing from 
the Turks in general ; they are more 
hostile to the Christians than any other 
of the natives of Syria. 

In descending from the summit of 
Lebanon the road was excessively 
steep and rugged ; we dismounted and 
walked our horses down it ; the sides 
of the mountain abound in red-legged 
partridges, and other game. At the 
S. £. foot of this part of Lebanon, is 
the source of a fine clear rivulet, which 
finally unites witli the Kasmia. From 
hence we proceeded over some rugged 
hills covered with various shrubs ; 
among which a species of oak, the 
myrtle, and the almond-tree, were re- 
markable. Mr. Mazoliere told us they 
have a tradition that there were for- 
merly gardens here, and the almond 
and peai'-trees seem to confirm it. 
Crossing these hills, you come, near 
the plain, to the first village, after 
leaving the cedars. Late in the even- 
ing we airived at Yead, a village about 



an hour's distance from Baalbec ; the 
horses had been without any food for 
fifteen hours. We bkmed our guide 
much for this, as we would have 
brought fodder with us from Aden, 
had we known how uninhabited the 
country was through which we had to 
pass. When we heard of the distance 
to Baalbec from the cedars, we threat- 
ened to return to TripolL But the 
guide, intent only on his own interest, 
and fearing to lose his money for the 
trip, declared there were several vil- 
lages in the way where we could 
refresh the horses. 

Saturday f November 1. — Early this 
morning we arrived at Baalbec, and 
employed the whole day in visiting the 
antiquities. Yesterday had been ex- 
cessively fine, the sky being perfectly 
clear ; but this evening they collected 
much (m Lebanon and on the tops of 
the other hills, and the natives an- 
nounced to us the approach of bad 
weather. We measured every part of 
the ruins ; but as Wood and iSawkins, 
as well as Volney, have given correct 
descriptions, it would be superfluous 
for me to enter into minute detail. 
The imposing grandeur of one part of 
the building, of which six pilhurs are 
standing, particularly struck us. It is 
the remnant of a colonnade standing. 
Their beauty and elegance are sur- 
prising. Their diameter is 7 ft., and 
we estimated their altitude at between 
50 and 6C ft, exclusive of the epistylia 
which is 20 ft. deep, and composed of 
immense blocks of stone, in two layers 
of 10 ft. each in depth, the whole of 
which is most elaborately ornamented 
with rich carved work in various de- 
vices. We imagine these pillars to 
have been the remains of an avenue of 
twenty columns on each side, forming 
an approach to the temple. The space 
originally included by them was 104 
paces long, by 58 broad. We were 
much pleased with the architecture 
and sculpture of every partof the ruins, 
although they have been much dis- 
figured by having been formerly con* 
verted into a fortress. Remarkably 
large stones have been used in the oon- 
etruction of th.e various edifices, and in 
the S.W. part of the elevated walls oo 
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whiisfa they stand, we measured a single 
stone of 66 ft. in length, and 12 in 
breadth and thickness. In the con- 
struction of the pyramids and temples 
in Bgypt, we never noticed a single 
stone of more than 30 ft in length, and 
these were most of calcareous or sand 
stone, excepting some few of granite. 
The whole of these buildings, together 
with the walls, are of coarse marble, 
excessiTcly hard. The inhabitants of 
Baalbec, although much prejudiced 
against Christians, treated us civilly, 
and seemed less curious and inquisitive 
than the natives living near any of the 
other objects of interest which we had 
visited. We left Baalbec on Sunday 
at mid-day, but the afternoon turning 
out very rainy, we stopped for the 
night at a small village beyond the 
opposite side of the plain. We ob- 
served that considerable quantities of 
snow had fallen on the mountains, 
which may give some idea of the great 
height of I^banon ; indeed, when we 
crossed the mountain the preceding 
Friday, we found several patches of 
last year's snow, and we were told that 
it remains in some places, near the 
summit, throughout the year. 

November 3. — Monday, the morning 
was foggy but calm ; and the sun break- 
ing out at times, we hoped the haze 
would clear away and that we should 
have fine weather. We accordingly pro- 
ceeded on our return to Tripoli, but had 
not gone far when we met some pea- 
Kiints returning to their village, aiter 
having made an ineflfectual attempt to 
cross Lebanon, where they said that 
much snow had fallen. In fact, an eiu 
ceedingly cold N.E. wind began to blow 
with violence, accompanied by such 
heavy showers of sleet, snow, and rain, 
that we were obliged to take shelter in 
a cave at the foot of the mountain. We 
found here many peasants, who had 
made ineffectual attempts to cross ; but 
as we had a difficulty in getting room 
for our horses, the cave being small 
and nearly filled before we an'ived,we 
removed to a larger, though more ex- 
posed one, being Uttle more than a cleft 
of the rock, where we got ourselves 
and our horses also under a roof, and 
made a large fire for the ni^ht. The 



next morning being fine, we began 
the ascent. The peasants with their 
cattle were unwilling to make the first 
trial, as they knew it would be difficult 
to find the road on account of the 
depth of snow ; and they were aware 
also that the second party could profit 
by the mistakes of the first. We there, 
fore led the van and met with no diffi- 
culty until we came nearly to the top ; 
when, losmg the road, the snow being 
very deep, and the sides of the moun- 
tain steep, our horses all fell with us, 
and were partly buried under the 
snow. We were obliged to dismount, 
and had considerable trouble in reach- 
ing the summit. The cold was exces- 
sive ; and having on loose linen Turkish 
breeches, and shoes without any stock, 
ings, we felt it the more severely. In 
descending the opposite side, the snow 
was also very deep, and we found it 
advisable to push on lest we should be 
caught in a fog, which the appearance 
of the weather seemed to threaten. 
Shortly after we began to descend, it 
became thick and Imy, but we reached 
Eden in safety about two in the after- 
noon. We were informed at Eden that 
the bishop had publicly offered up 
prayers for our safety. We were told 
that people are prohibited from cross- 
ing Lebanon after the first of Novem- 
ber ; but I much doubt the truth of 
this. None of us received any injury 
from the weather, except Mr. Mazo- 
li^re's servant, whose legs were much 
chapped and cracked by the cold. The 
poor fellow had never been among the 
snow before. 

On Wednesday^ November 5, the 
weather was fine, and we returned to 
Tripoli; the natives of Aden with 
their wives, children, and baggage, 
descending at the same time. The first 
part of the descent was in some places 
so steep and difficult, that we observed 
the peasants held on by the tails of 
their horses to prevent them from 
falling. On our arrival, we learnt that 
on the coast they also had experienced 
very bad weather. Wet weather 
detained us at Tripoli, where we 
were treated with the greatest kind- 
ness by the Padre Hermenigildo, until 
the afternoon of the 9 th of November, 
r 2 
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when we set out and proceeded as 
far as the nahr EUBered, or Cold 
,River ; where we passed the night in a 
khan, a place appropriated to the use 
c»f travellers, which Maundrell very 
well describes in the first and second 
pages of his book. The map places a 
village here named Orthosa, the site 
of the ancient Orthosia ; but there is 
nothing except the khan now to be 
seen. There is a difficulty, in some 
instances, in distinguishing Roman 
buildings from tliese. khans, as both 
the Romans and the Turks alike em- 
ployed the arch. 

The next day we went as far as 
Tortosa, nearly opposite the island of 
Huad, where stood the famous city of 
Aradus. There are Roman remains 
at each of these places. The walls of 
Tortosa are constructed on the ancient 
foundation cut in the rock ; and the 
remains of the castle within the gates 
are ancient There are some old 
sepulchral caves by the road side. 
They serve to show that the Romans, 
as well as the Egyptians, had burial- 
places of this description. But the 
climate, so different here from what it 
is in Egypt, has destroyed all remains 
of stucco or painting, if ever they were 
thus decorated, which we have reason 
to believe they were, as Mr. Bankes 
told us he saw a* Roman cave with 
fresco painting in it near Saida. The 
island of Ruad, according to Maun- 
drell, is the Arvad, Arpad, or Arphad 
of scripture. Arvad was one of the 
places which supplied the fleets of 
Tyre with seamen.* 

November 11. — To-day we went as 
far as the nahr El-Mulk, which we 
crossed by a bridge, and stopped for 
the night, at a village about half an 
hour's distance from the river, the 
huts of which appeared to be tempo- 
i-ary habitations, being constructed of 
reeds and straw. There are Roman 
ruins at the mouth of the nahr £1- 
Mulk. We had hitherto been in the 
habit of sleeping in the open air, when 
we arrived at an Arab village ; but 
now, the mouth of November being 
far advanced, we disliked the idea of 
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doing so, and accordingly asked for 
shelter, which was refused, unless 
each of us, we were four in number, 
would consent to sleep in a separate 
habitation. This we knew was the 
place where Monsr. Boutin, the French 
traveller, was killed ; and not being 
pleased with the proposition, we bivou- 
acked in the open air as usual, the 
weather being line and clear. In the 
night a man came to endeavour to 
persuade us not to lie where we were, 
saying that the wolves would destroy 
us. We, however, had more appre- 
hension of the two-legged wolves steal- 
ing some of our things, and told our 
informer we had our fire-arms ready, 
and should keep a good look-out for 
those or any other mischievous ani^ 
mals. In the morning our bread and 
part of a ham which Padre Hermeni^ 
gildo had given us were missing ; but 
we suspected that, as far as related to 
the latter article, the dogs, with which 
all Arab villages abound^ were the 
thieves, for pork is an abomination to 
the Turks. 

November 12.— Jiist as we were 
starting, we found out that a hut close 
to which we had slept was empty and 
uninhabited. It appeared to have 
done duty as a bam ; and the people, 
if they had bad any civility, might have 
offered it to us. In the afternoon we 
reached Latachia. Two hours from 
where we slept is Jebilee, the ancient 
Gabala, where are Roman ruins, the 
principal of which is the remains of a 
fine theatre at the north side of the 
town. The whole journey from Tri* 
poll, with one exception in the neigh- 
bourhood of Markab, a village inclosed 
in ancient fortifications, and seated on 
the top of a square mountain, near 
which the coast is rocky, is along a 
vast rich plain at the foot of the Aiisa- 
nar mountains. These hills are of no 
considerable height, and' are said to be 
inhabited by Pagan tribes. The plain 
is watered by many rivers, and thera 
are also several channels of torrents 
now dry. Most of the rivers are 
pretty, tiieir banks being covered with 
myrtle, oleander, wild vine, fig, &e. 
Though the soil is rich, it is very par- 
tially cultivated and thinly peopled. 
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The principal produce near Jebilee is 
cotton, which the natives were gather- 
tug in as we passed. The city of La- 
tachia was founded hy Selencus Nica> 
tor, under the name of Laodicea, in 
honour of his mother. He also built 
three other cities in this neighbour- 
hood, viz. Seleucia, now Suadeah ; 
Antioch ; and Apameia, now Famiah. 
Latachia is seated on the N.W. side of 
€ape Ziaret, an elevated projection of 
the coast. In the neighbourhood are 
gardens planted with olives, iigs, &c. 
in the manner of all the towns of Syria. 
The port, which is half an hour's dis. 
tanoe from the town, is very small, but 
better sheltered than any we have seen 
on this coast. There is a fine old 
castle at the point of a bed of rocks 
projecting into the sea. The Marina 
is built upon foundations of ancient 
columns. There are, in the town of 
Latachia, an old gate-way and other 
antiquities. There are also sepulchral 
caves in the neighbourhood, but as 
they have no paintings, we did not 
think it worth while to visit them. 
Mount Lebanon was in sight the whole 
way from Tripoli, and was the only 
moantain on which we could see snow. 
Mount Cassius was before us. The 
Christian natives of Latachia and of 
all the pashalic of Aleppo to the north 
of Latachia are mostly of the Greek 
church ; they speak the Arabic lan- 
fruage. We lodged at the house of the 
English agent. Signer Moses Elias, a 
very excellent man. We were detained 
here till the 15th, by the intrigues 
of the Arab conductor, who affected 
to be unwell, and who had previously 
at Acre, Bayruth, and other places, 
tried all in his power to oblige us to 
send him and the horses back to Jaffa. 
This occasioned us a good deal of 
trouble and inconvenience. 

November 16. — ^The road was along 
a fine plain, until we came near the 
village of Candele ; when crossing 
some hills we descended into the val- 
ley of that name. The village is seated 
amongst the sand hills to tiie west of 
tlie vale, and we had some difi&culty in 
finding it. The next day we were oon- 
tinoally passing over hills richly 
wooded, with numerous narrow intri* 



cate roads, amongst whidi we lost our 
way several times. The night had set 
in, without our finding the village of 
Lourdee, whither we were bound ;, 
and we were on the point of giving 
up the search, and bivouacking m the ' 
wood, when luckily the barking of 
some dogs indicated to us the vicinity 
of the place, which is in an elevated 
situation and immediately by the 
sidA of the highest pinnacle of Mount 
Cassius. 

November 18 We descended the 

north side of these mountains, the 
scenery still continuing wild and woody. 
This day, also, we lost our way several 
times. In the afternoon we reached 
the banks of the Orontes, at the place 
where the picturesque part of the river 
commences, And immediately below 
the spot which is marked upon the 
chart as the site of the ^city and 
groves of Daphne." Mr. Barker has 
visited the spot; and from him we learn 
tliat there are still to be seen the grand 
sources of water which composed the 
celebrated fountain. He states that, 
in some instances, the water boils up 
in a column as thick as a man's body ; 
aud jets-d^eau of that thickness, and 
upwards of 50 feet high, might be 
formed here. We now followed the 
banks of the river, and were astonished 
at the beauty of the scenery, far sur- 
passing anything we had expected to 
see in Syria, and, indeed, anything we 
had witnessed even in Switzerland. 
The river, from the time we began to 
trace its banks, ran between two high 
hills, winding and turning incessantly ; 
at times the road led along precipices, 
looking down perpendicularly on the 
river. The luxuriant variety of foliage 
was prodigious ; and the rich green 
myrtle, which was very plentiful, con- 
trasted with the dark-ied gravel of the 
road, made us imagine we were riding 
through pleasure-grounds. The laurel, 
laurustinus, bay-tree, fig-tree, wild vine, 
plane-free, English sycamore^ arbutus, 
both common and andrachne, dwarf 
oak, &c., were scattered in all direc- 
tions. At times the road wsa over- 
hung with rocks covered with ivy ; the 
mouths of several caverns gave a wild- 
ness to the scene; and Uie perpeu^ 
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dicular cliffs, upwards of 300 feet high, 
jutted into the river, forming points 
round which the waters ran in a most 
I'omantic manner* On one occasion 
the road wound round a deep bay, so 
that, on perceiving ourselves imme- 
diately opposite the spot we had so 
recently passed, it appeared as if we 
had crossed the river. We descended 
at times into plains cultivated with 
mulberry plantations and vines, and 
prettily studded with picturesque cot- 
tages. The occasional shallows of the 
river, roaring over its rocky bed, com- 
pleted the beauty of this delightful 
scene^ which continued for sevei-al 
miles. In the plain of Suadeah the 
river becomes of a greater breadth, 
and runs in as straight a line as a 
canal. By the time we entered the 
plain, night had closed in, and we had 
difhculty in finding Suadeah. There 
is no bridge ; but a peasant at last 
showed us a place where the river was 
just fordable. Suadeah is a straggling 
village, consisting of unconnected cot- 
tages, and situated in a plain chiefly 
inclosed with mulberry and lemon 
plantations. We put up at a house 
appropriated for the use of travellers, 
and found it the best halting-place we 
had yet met with. The soubash of 
the village, a sort of petty governor, 
was in the house, and treated us with 
much civility, ordering us a good 
supper, feeding our horses, and refus- 
ing to let us pay a single para. All he 
asked for was a little gunpowder. 
Unfortunately we had given nearly our 
whole stock to young Mazoli^re at 
Tripoh', but we gave him all that we 
could spare. Whatever may be the 
generally received character of the 
Turks, it is certain that we have always 
met with the greatest civility and atten- 
tion from them. 

November 19. — In the morning, 
being pressed for time, and under- 
standing that the ruins of the ancient 
Seleucia, which are near the sea, and 
half an hour's distance from Suadeah, 
possess no particular interest, we pur- 
sued our journey towards Antioch. 
It rained heavily ; and after we had 
been on the road about three hours, 
being still two hours' distance from 



Antioch, we perceived some cottages ; 
and, being thoroughly wet tlirough, we 
requested shelter. In the two first 
cottages we found only women; and, as 
their husbands were absent, they did 
not dajre to receive us. At tbe third, 
the men were willing to admit us^ but 
the women would not hear of it, and 
expressed their refusal in a violent 
and ill-natured manner. During the 
time we were thus soliciting shelter, 
even that of a cow-house, the rain was 
pouring in torrents, and we made a 
pitiable appearance, being perfectly 
soaked through. Seeing that no en- 
treaty availed, we gave them the kat^ 
aek-harackf the Arab expression of 
thanks, and tried another cottage, 
where we were admitted without the 
least hesitation. These cottages con- 
sist of a single long room ; the cattle 
occupy one end, and the family the 
other. The inhabitants have extensive 
plantations of young mulberries for the 
silk-worms, and looms for manufac- 
turing their produce. The occupants 
of the hut, who consisted of the pro- 
prietor, his mother, wiTe, brother, and 
children, were of that tribe of Mahom- 
medans which Yolney designates as 
Turkomans: they were extremely kind, 
placing us near a large ^, giving us 
good beds and coverUds, and making 
us share with them their humble 
supper of doura and wheat boiled. It 
rained during the whole night ; and 
we were detained till noon on the 
following day, when we proceeded to 
Antioch, after giving our host eleven 
piastres, and lus wife a double gold. 
Napoleon, as an ornament, besides 
paying for the horses, com, &e. The 
women in this country ornament thenv- 
selves with pieces of money, varying 
in. value, according to their circom- 
stances ; the poorer class with parasy 
and the higher orders with sequins 
and gold roubees. We gi^ve the gold 
coin, not merely to reward our host 
and his wife for their kindness, bat to 
vex the Mr ladies in the other oottage, 
and make them ashamed of themselves. 
We also thought that a few extra 
piastres thus laid out might benefit 
other travel lers, 
Antioch is beautifully situated oa 
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the left bank of the OroDtes, at the 
foot of a hill. There is ft handsome 
bridge over the riyer, and some of the 
heights are picturesque. The present 
town is a miserable one, and does not 
occupy more than one-eighth of the 
space incloeed within the old walls, 
which have a fine» venerable appear- 
ance, haying square towers every 
hundred yards, with occasional watch 
turrets: these are the works of the 
Roman and Greek emperors . Antioch 
is said to have onoe contained between 
eight and nine hundred thousand inha- 
bitants. The plain on which it stands 
is considerably elevated abdve that of 
Snadeah. We were annoyed at not 
having been able to visit the ruins of 
the city and groves of Daphne, but it 
was impossible to do so without a 
guide, and there was no procuring one. 
The houses of Antioch, Suadeah, Lour- 
dee, and their neighbourhood, unlike 
those ID most of the towns of Syria, 
are roofed and tiled, and without 
terraces. In the side of the hill at 
the back of Antioch, there are many 
sepalehral eaves. This town is cele- 
brated in the Acts of the Apostles. 

November 21.— To-day we went as 
far as Gesir Adid, four hours' dis- 
tance, near a bridge over the Orontes. 
Oor road was across a bairen plain, 
hounded to the north by mountains, at 
the foot of which is the lake of Aggi 
Bengb. Rain prevented our leaving 
this phu» till noon of the 22nd, when 
yre readied Bouricee, the site of a 
Itoman town of considerable size, and 
where the ancient sepulchral caves out 
in the side of the mountains, serve 
the present natives for habitations. 
We took np our abode in a deserted 
and ruinous water-mill. 

November 23.— We travelled over 
>ome rocky hills into the plain of 
Alaks, supposed to be that in which 
Aoreljan conquered Zenobia. We 
puKd many sites of ancient towns, 
ctttlfis, tanks, temples, &e., all of the 
lower empire, and very uninteresting. 
On one occasion we counted the ves- 
ti|cs of eleven towns, in a rich plain, 
with a fine loamy soil ; all of them now 
desohite and uninhabited. So much 
for kht Tnziuah government, and its 



encouragement of agriculture, the arts, 
&c. 1 The eastern part, however, of 
the plain of Alaks, which is nearest 
Aleppo, has a few villages, the inha- 
bitants of which we saw in considerable 
numbers, engaged in collecting their 
cotton. We stopped at Tourneen, the 
easternmost of diese villages. 

November 25. — About 3, P. m. we 
arrived at Aleppo, passing through an 
open country, with a thin surface of 
soil, well tilled in most parts, but mo-' 
notonous and destitute of trees, as, 
indeed, is the case all the way from 
Antioch. We had been recommended 
by our friend and adviser Sheikh Ibra- 
him to take the route to the northward 
of Aggi Dengis, as it would conduct us 
to the mountains and ruins of St.. 
Simon, which latter, however, are of 
the date of the lower empire, and, as 
we have since lei^mt, totally uninter- 
esting. We have reason to rejoice in 
having taken the route we did, as the 
Curds who inhabit the mountains were 
in rebellion against the pasha, who had 
sent a military force to quell them 
shortly before our arrival. We have 
since heard that the chiefs escaped; 
but an example was made by the death 
of about twenty of the prisoners. Some 
of those executed are supposed to have 
been innocent; and the pasha is said to 
have been much affected on hearing 
this, and recalled his troops, saying, 
that as the chiefs had escaped, and the 
natives had submitted, he did not wish 
any further severity to be shown. 

On arriving at the house of Afr. 
Barker, the consul-general, we found 
Mr. Bankes there. He was on his 
wa/to revisit Egypt and Nubia ; and 
intended to penetrate from the second 
cataract into Abyssinia. We mutually 
gave each other all the information we 
possessed ; Mr. Bankes on Asia Minor 
and Greece; and we on £gypt and 
Nubia. 

December 22, — We have been de- 
tained at Aleppo nearly a month, 
waiting for the arrival of the caravan 
which brings kali from Sukne to this 
place, a journey of five days. Palmyra 
is seven days* journey from Aleppo. 
The kindness we have experienced 
in Mr. Barker's hospitable inanaiom 



72 



A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS IN 



[chap* IV.. 



merits our sincere gratitude. I fear 
we shall be a little spoiled when we 
torn out for Palmyra ; for here, inde- 
pendent of the society of Mr. Barker 
and his amiable family, we have had 
every comfort and luxury we could 
imagine. Our amusements have been 
most agreeably varied ; sometimes we 
went out shooting in the gardens near 
Aleppo, which abound in woodcocks, 
&c. We coursed the gazelle and hare 
alternately, the greyhounds in. this 
country being very swift and strong. 
One day we were indulged with a 
hawking scenOi The cheapness and 
abundance of game are astonishing ; 
woodcocks, partridges, wild-geese, 
ducks, teal, the bustard, wild turkey, 
joli notes, &c. We thought the flesh 
of the gazelle well-flavoured, although 
Bruce abuses it. The white species is 
supposed to be the best. We have 
frequently had the porcupine at table ; 
it forms a delicious dish, somewhat 
resembling in appearance and taste 
both the pig and the hare. The por- 
cupines inhabit holes in the rocks, and 
they are so quick of hearing that it is 
very difficult to shoot them, as they 
never quit their holes till dark, and 
even then with the greatest circum- 
spection. The people wait patiently in 
the cold for hours, near the holes, till 
the animal makes its appearance. They 
commit much mischief in the gardens 
near the city« We had thought of 
visiting Bagdad^ for the purpose of 
seeing the ruins of Babylon ; but as 
Mr. Massick, the Dutch consul here, 
had recently received a letter from a 
friend^ stating that there is nothing 
whatever to be seen there, we gave up 
the idea. Mr. Barker has resided 
nineteen years as consul-general in this 
place, and we find his advice and 
assistance of the greatest use. As we 
came into this country with only one 
hundred and fifty pounds, whicU Mr. 
Salt supplied us on our bills, we had 
made up our minds to return to Cairo, 
to replenish our funds for Asia Minor, 
Greece, &c. ; but Mr. Barker, divining 
that some such motive was Uie cause 
of our intended return to Egypt, most 
Idndly anticipated our wishes on this 
point, and insisted on supplying us 



with whatever money or letters ot 
credit we wanted. This will prevent 
the necessity of our going to Egypt 
again, and will assist us much. We ax& 
anxious to complete our travels in the 
Mahommedan countries, and again to. 
enjoy the comforts of Switzerland and 
Italy. There is a great sameness in 
all Turkish towns ; and the absence of 
inns, theatres, museums, picture-galle- 
ries, libraries, promenades, evening 
parties, and the ever-handy and com- 
fortable cafd, is a privation which an 
European must always feel. A fiirman 
from the Grand Siguier is on its way 
to us from Constantinople^ Mr Barker 
having written for it on our arrival 
here. It will be useful in Asia Minor* 

December 24. — The caravan from 
Sukne arrived this day, and we shall 
soon be off. We are to send the out- 
lines of our tour to Lord Belmore for 
his guidance; but this we defer till we 
get to Palmyra. His lordship very 
kindly offered us a passage in his brig 
to any parts which might lie in his way^ 
should we be able to embark with him 
from Syria; but there is no chance 
of this. 

December 29.— We were to have 
set off this evening for Palmyra', by 
way of Sukne; when, accidentally meet- 
ing a merchant from Bagdad, a friend 
of Mr. Barker, he strongly dissuaded 
us from the measure, and urged us to 
go by the way of Hamah or Homs, as 
the Annasee Arabs are in the neigh.' 
bourhood of Pahnyra. We had under- 
stood that the cold had driven them 
all to the southward, towards the 
banks of the Euphrates; but aa it 
appears there yet remain two tribes of 
them, Homs will be the best place to 
, start from. 

W^ accordingly prepared to depart 
in two or three days for Hamah, which 
place, as well as Homs, is distant <mly 
four days' journey from Palmyra, 
which we had sanguine expectations of 
being able to reach from either one or 
the other of these towns. However, we 
had two other strings to our bow ; either 
to push on to Cariateen, which is only 
one day from Tadmor, and thence to 
steal to that city before the Arabs were 
awar« of our intei^tion ; or to.takt 
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Turkish posUiorses and an escort from 
Damascus, and go in spite of the Arabs. 
This lastplan^ however, would have been 
a Tery expensive one. Our constrained 
residence of six weeks at Aleppo made 
OS fully acquainted with the city and 
its environs^ It is pleasantly situated 
in a hollow surrounded by sloping hills, 
which are^' however, uninteresting, 
having no trees, and the land not being 
inclorod. The houses are built of 
stone; the streets narrow and ill-paved, 
except the bazars, which are all roofed 
over with arches of the same construc- 
tion as the houses, and are lighted from 
above. Thus you can walk all over the 
town on the terraces of the houses; the 
arches connecting the streets one with 
the other. We visited houses half a 
mile distant in this manner. The 
Fnwks and Christians have their sepa- 



rate quarters here, as in all Turkish 
towns. The city, the walls of which re- 
semble those of Antioch, is surrounded 
with gardens, watered by small rivulets 
drawn from the main stream which 
supplies the town. We visited some 
Turkish houses, and were much struck 
with the beautiful ceilings of the apart- 
ments^ which are decorated by Persian 
artists. They are curiously gilt, and 
painted. The decorations in carve-work, 
on the doors and window-frames, are 
also extremely curious. The society 
of Aleppo is good : the men and women 
make separate parties to the baths, 
where they have coffee and refresh- 
ments, and pass the evening. We 
greatly admired the neat and cleanly 
appearance of the butchers' shops, 
which are equal to those of London. 
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Jartfiarp 3. — Wb started for Hamah ; 
our kind and estimable host, and his 
brother^ accompanied us on horseback 
Ibr two hours outside the town. Such 
had been Mr« Barker's solicitude in 
our behalf, that he furnished us with 
letters to Selim, the governor's secre* 
tary at Hamah, and to Scander, the 
secretary to the motsellim of Homs ; 
he likewise gave us a letter of recom- 
mendation to Hadgi Hassan, an elderly 
Tnrk at Homs, who has great dealings 
wiUi the Arabs. All these people were 
requested to render us every assistance 
in their power to enable us to reach 
Palmyra. He gave us, besides, other 
letters to the Saraffs of the pasha of 
Damaseos, urging them to assist ua in 
getting horses, should we be obliged^ to 
travel post. Also, letters to Acre, 
Cyprus, and Smyrna ; to Sir Robert 
and Lady Liston, and to several other 
I at Constantinople. He lent us 



Maundreirs Travels in Syria, and a 
good map of Asia Minor and Greece; 
and, not contented with doing us all 
these good offices, furnished us, as I 
have before stated, with all the money 
we wanted. 

At sun-set we stopped at the khan 
Touman, a spacious lodging, but filled 
to excess with the caravans for Damas- 
cus and Latachia. On the following 
morning we proceeded at daylight in 
their company ; our road lay over 
naked plains partly cultivated. About 
three in the afternoon we stopped at 
Sermein. There are several villages in 
this quarter, and a few dumps of 
olives ; otherwise the country is desti- 
tute of wood. Mount Cassius, whose 
summit was already covered with snow, 
was in sight on our right. 

JawMty 5.— .We proceeded at sun- 
rise, intending to go with the Latachia 
caravan as far as Shogher, and thence 



74 



A JOURNAL OP TRAVELS IN 



[chap. ▼. 



follow up the banks of the Orontes to 
Hamah ; but being Ute, and seeing a 
caravan on our left, we branched out in 
that direction, joined them, and finding 
that they were in the straight road to 
Hamah, and bound to that place and 
Damascus, we continued * with them. 
About ten, we passed the ruin's of a 
square Turkish fortress, inclosing a 
yilUge. Many of these places, on the 
skirtB of the desert, are walled in, pro- 
bably to afford them protection against 
tiie Arabs. Shortly afterwards, we met 
a very extensive caravan, being part 
of the hadj or pilgrimage to Mecca, on 
their return fromDamascus — ^they had 
the green flag, the prophet's banner, 
flying. There were but few camels, 
the animals being mostly horses and 
mules, and having all bells attached to 
them, which made a merry ringing 
noise.* There were several tackter- 
wans, the only species of vehicle in the 
East. We had seen one of them in the 
great Morocco hadj, which arrived at 
Cairo in September bust ; it resembled 
a sedan chair, supported before and 
behind by horses, mstead of men : but 
of those which we saw to-day, one was 
a species of tent-bed, placed cross-way 
on the back of a mule; and another re- 
sembled two children's cradles, fitted 
like panniers on the back of a camel. 
These tackterwans are inclosed with 
curtains, and are generally used by 
women or sick people. Nearly the 
whole of this, and the next dav, we 
continued to pass divisions of the hadj : 
all the animals were laden with some 
private venture of the pilgrims, who 
always join commerce with religion in 
these expeditions. They have among 
themselves an old adage << Beware (3 
thy neighbour if he has made a hadj; 
but if he has made two, quickly prepare 
to leave thy house." The keenness 
with which all the peasants, near the 
khans, bargain for everything they 
sell, seems to agree with thi^ We saw 
to-day some few Roman ruins, and 
sarcophagi, formed of ihe stone of the 
country, apparently of the date of the 
lower empire. At 2 p. m. we stopped 



* In that day then itaall be upon the bells 
of the Hones, ** HoUness unto the Lord." 
Z«ch.xiv.v.a&. 



for the night at Marah, and slept in a 
very good khan. The next moming, 
Lebanon, now a mass of snow, lay 
before us ; and Mount Caasins was 
shut in by the northern extremity of 
the Ansarian mountains. We passed 
several sites of ancient towns, tanka^ 
sarcophagi, &e., everything mndi di- 
lapidated, and little interesting, except 
as proving that the neighbourhood was 
more thickly peopled in former times 
than it is at present. The country 
was a succession of open plains, with- 
out a single tree^, and inhabited by 
numerous gazelles, partridges, hares, 
bustards, fiec We passed &e night at 
Khan Shekune, situated near an artifi- 
cial hill, several of which we bad seen 
during the day. They resembled those 
on Salisbury Plain, and other parts of 
England. We found the khan good, 
but very full of people, in consequence 
of the return of the hadj. 

January 7. — Our road was still 
through >pen plains, partially culti- 
vated, and running parallel with the 
range of the Ansarian mountains. 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon were be- 
fore us. About 3 P.M. we arrived 
at Hamah. The road for the last 
hour was pretty, descending into a 
vale, through which the Orontes takes 
a winding course. One of its banks is 
cultivated, wooded, and here and there 
laid out in gardens ; the other consists 
in most parts of perpendicular chalky 
cliffs. Here are unmense wheels 
turned by the stream to raise the 
water for the irrigation of the soil. 
Hamah is the Epiphania of the Greeks 
and Romans, though it is, no doubt, 
the site of the ancient H a m at b , men- 
tioned in various parts of soriptnre ; 
together with Damascus, Lebanon, and 
oth^r contiguous pUees, it took its 
name from the sons of Canaan, fovrth 
son of Ham, the son of Noah, which 
proves its very high antiquity. Hamah 
is delightfully situated in a hoilow, 
between and on the sides of two hills, 
near the west bank of the Orontes; 
but in itself it presents noUiing 
worthy of notice at this day. We 
took up our quarters in a khan. These 
buildings in the towns differ consider- 
ably fromthoae on the road sida* Like 
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thera, they surround an open square, 
but are differently constructed, being 
intended for travellers and merchants 
to lo<%e in during the time they re- 
main in the towns, to dispose of their 
merchajidise, or settle any private 
affairs they may have to transact ; 
whereas the khans on the roadside 
are only intended to afford a night's 
lodging and security to the traveller 
and his beasts. In these latter the 
squares are formed in open piazzas, 
in which men and animals are lodged 
indiscriminately, there being no divi^ 
Eton into apartments, cells, or any 
detadied chamber whatever ; and for 
their use no payment is required. The 
khans in the towns, instead of having 
open piazzas, are fiirnished all round 
with two stories of small apturtments, 
each chamber, or rather cell, being 
about 12 ft. square, with a door (the key 
of which is given you), and an iron- 
oarred window with wooden shutters, 
but no glass. I suspect they were 
originally intended as a gratuitous 
lodging for* travellers, the same as 
those on the high-roads and in the 
villages; but as they have only one 
small entrance, and are thereby the 
most secure places in the towns, the 
lower rooms are generally filled with 
merchandise of the different resident 
proprietors. In front of these are 
arched piazzas for the horses, mules, 
&c; and also a balcony, or terrace, with 
wooden railing, fronting the upper row 
of cells, which are totaUy unfurnished. 
You must provide for yourself a mat 
to lie on, cooking utensils, fuel^ &c. 
There is a porter who generally rents 
th& khan, and in the £iytime attends 
the gate, which is locked at night ; he 
makes his profit by the fees from tra- 
vellerSy and also by a rent for the 
merchandise. We paid two piastres 
(1#. bd.) for admittance, or as it is 
termed, for the key of our room; four 
paras (one penny English) a day for 
the lodging, and one j)ara a day for 
each hojrse. Our provisions we always 
got £rom the maricet, and we cooked 
them in our own room. Our principal 
meat was mutton. The Turks do not 
eat much beef, and therefore it is 
never good. While at Hamah we 



received by a messenger, express from 
Aleppo, a letter from Mr. Barker, 
inclomng the firman from the grand 
Signior, for which Mr. Barker had 
written to Sir Robert Liston. This 
firman empowers us to go with four 
servants through Syria, Cyprus, the 
islands of the Archipelago, Smyrna, 
Adana,Karaman, Karahissar, Kiutaya, 
to Broussa, and thence to Constant!^ 
nople. We are to be treated in the 
most friendly manner; to be afforded 
every assistance, security, and proteo^ 
tion, according to the imperial capitu- 
lations; and to be furnished with all 
necessary escorts whenever occasion 
may require. 

While we were at this place, there 
arrived one evening four shabby-look^ 
ing, ill-dressed Turks, attired some- 
what like soldiers, and an elderly fellow 
better clad, though no better looking 
than the others. These people brought 
with them eleven Georgian girls, the 
remnant of between forty and fifty, as 
we were informed, whom they had 
stolen or kidnapped from their parents 
on the confines of Georgia. They were 
brought to be sold as slaves or mis- 
tresses to such wealthy Turks as could 
afford to pay high sums for them. Th^ 
poor girls were lodged in the cells 
contiguous to ours. They were mostly 
between fifteen and twenty years of 
age ; two were younger, being about 
twelve. All were exceedingly pretty, 
with black sparkling eyes, rosy cheeks, 
long black hair, and very fair oom-i 
plexioos, contradicting the account 
which Yolney gives of the Georgian 
and Circassian women, where he says, 
^ that their fame for beauty arises more 
from the fancy of travellers, heightened 
by the difficulty they have always 
found to get a sight of them, than 
from any real charms they possess." 
The prices which were demanded and 
obtained for these girls is the best 
proof of the estimation in which tiiey 
are held by the Turks. We were 
present at the purchase of one girl by 
a rich Turk ; fourteen purses, each 
purse being 500 piastres, or about 
1 8/., were demanded. He offered ten ; 
but they would not abate one para. 
The poor gurl, who was about fifteen, 
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was standing up all the while, hearing 
the disputes about her purchase. They 
were all taken out four different times, 
and conducted through the town to 
the rich Turkish houses, to be viewed 
and bid for, the same as any other 
merchandise; and on two occasions 
considerable parties of the principal 
inhabitants came to our khan, and 
examined the unhappy creatures at 
the door of their cells ; they being 
obliged to stand up in a row, while 
their several merits were discussed by 
the rival bidders. Several of the pur- 
chasers were upwards of fifty years of 
&ge; while the friendless objects of 
their choice were only fifteen. The 
food given to these unfortunates was 
of a character with the rest of their 
treatment, consisting only of a loaf of 
bread and a small piece of cheese twice 
a day; and although oranges wefe 
only two paras (a halfpenny) each, we 
never saw one given to them. When- 
ever the owners went abroad they 
locked their charge up in the cells and 
carried away the key. On their return 
from one of their tours through the 
town, we heard some bitter lamenting 
in the cell next to ours, and found that 
it proceeded from one of the young 
girls, who was about to be sold, and 
was bewailing her separation from her 
sister and companions. These poor 
girls are carried from town to town 
on horseback. In this manner they 
had been brought from Georgia, being 
exposed for sale at all the principal 
towns as they came along. They were 
now destined for Damascus, where it 
was thought a good mart would be 
found for them. They set out on their 
melancholy journey two days before 
we started. Bruce has given some 
account of the Georgian and Circassian 
women. I think he comes much 
bearer the truth than Volney does. 

Nothing else worthy of mention oc- 
curred while we were at Hamali, ex- 
cepting our negociations with the 
Arabs regarding our journey to Pal- 
myra. Shortly after we arrived, our 
Maltese interpreter, when taking our 
letter of introduction to Selim, the 
governor's secretary, met at his house 
a man named Pierre, of Dac-el-Camar, 



in the employ of Lady Hester Stan- 
hope, by whom he had been sent, as 
he said, to fetch two horses which had 
been presented to Lady Hester by the 
governors of Homs and Hamah. He 
was also charged with a present of one 
hundred piastres to Narsah, the chief 
of the Annasee Arabs. This man, who 
returned with our interpreter, told tis 
that he had accompanied Lady Hester 
to Palmyra and was acquainted with 
the Arab chiefs, and that it was he 
who made the bargain for Mr. Bankes, 
who was obliged to pay 1200 piastres, 
besides being sent back once by Nar- 
sah, and kept in confinement by Sheikh 
Hamed, his younger brother, at Pal- 
myra, who extort^ another ^00 pias. 
ti'es from him. Selim, as well as 
Scander, being both absent at Damas- 
cus, we were at some difficulty how to 
proceed, but resolved to await the re- 
turn of the foiTneryas Pierre expected 
he would be back in a few days. We 
had much conversation with this man 
regarding the Arabs, and about the 
prices which travellers had at different 
times paid for visiting Palmyra ; for, 
although we had made up our minds 
to go coute qui coute, we determined 
to fight as hard a battle as we could, 
and pretended to be very indifferent 
about it. We soon saw that if this man 
assisted us, he would at least make us 
pay as much money as he cottld, for 
he talked of two, three, four, and even 
six hundred piastres as nothing. We, 
however, told him that four hundred 
was the utmost we would pay; and that 
we knew Sir William Chatterton and 
Mr. Leslie had visited Palmyra, by 
Cariateen, at an expense of only one 
hundred piastres, while the Arabs 
were making extravagant demands of 
Mr. Biinkes. Pierre, on hearing this, 
observed, « that if Sir William Chat- 
terton and Mr. Leslie had gone for 
that sum, they had stolen to Tadmor." 
Perceiving that he was not inclined to 
make a moderate bargain for us, we 
were undetermined what coarse to 
pursue, as we made no doubt that he 
would at all events give information to 
the Arabs of our arrival and intention. 
In the meantime, a Christian, who 
lives at Horns, came to us, asserting, 
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that there was no difficulty in getting 
to Palmyra, and that he was acquainted 
with two others of his own creed at 
Horns, who with himself would engage 
to conduct us upon asses, at a mode^ 
rate price, and without any danger 
from the Arabs. We did not place 
very implicit confidence in his account, 
particularly as we knew that our de- 
ceased friend, Sheikh Ibrahim, had 
been robbed and stripped in his drst 
attempt, and we had Mr. Bankes' fate 
also before ns ; but as time was pass- 
ing away, and we were doing nothing, 
we decided on going with him to Homs, 
leaving Pierre and everybody else, to 
whom we spoke on the subject, to sup- 
pose ilft,t we had given up all idea of 
going to Palmyra, in consequence of 
the expense attending it, and had de- 
cided on pursuing our journey to Da- 
mascus and Jerusalem. 

We had intended to have set out on 
the morning of the 16th. It however 
turned out very wet that day, and we 
did not accompany the man, as we 
had no idea of getting wet through on 
such an uncertain excursion ; but we 
. promised him to follow as soon as it 
cleared up. During the afternoon 
Pierre visited us, and appeared to be 
much surprised that we had not set 
out for Damascus. We told him that 
we were prevented from quittiug 
Hamah by the rain. He made no fur- 
ther observation, but shortly after 
retired, and in about half an hour 
returned with five Arabs, whom he 
said he had brought to us that we 
might make a bargain with them for 
going to Palmyra. The chief of these 
was Sheikh Salee, the nephew of 
Mahannah. He was a lad about four- 
teen or fifteen years of age, very dirty 
and ill-dressed, ^vith a sheep. skin 
cloak. He sat down in our room with 
-great composure, as did his four com- 
panions, three of whom were blacks. 
While smoking their pipes, they exa- 
mined everything in our apartment 
with great attention ; but We had pur- 
posely hid whatever was likely to at- 
tract notice, or give an idea of wealth. 
Their first demand was 3000 pias- 
tree, at which we burst out into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. They 



then came down to 2000, but we i*e- 
mained fixed at 400. At last they 
lowered their demand to 800. The lail 
now made signs that we should be 
robbed. We shewed all we meant to 
take with us ; and said it was not worth 
fifty piastres, which indeed was true 
enough. He then made signs that we 
should have, our throats cut. We told 
him that neither he, Mahannah, nor 
any of his tribe, would dare touch a 
Frank, furnished as we were with the 
imperial firman, which he knew we 
had. They do not care, however, much 
for the Grand Signior. It was not a 
little remarkable to hear such threats 
from a boy only fourteen years of age. 
At last they quitted us, saying they 
must have 800. After some delibera- 
tion, we sent to say that we would give 
them 600, including the hire of the 
camels ; bui no pari of the money to 
he paid until our safe return to 
Hamah, After much prevarication, 
during which they endeavoured to 
make us give them a further sura for 
the camels, they at length consented 
to our terms, ** for the love," as they 
said, "of the Malaka" or queen, for 
such they were pleased to call Lady 
Hester Stanhope, who had herself 
given 500/. for this trip. Had we 
paid them as much, no doubt they 
would have called us two kings ; for, 
like the Nubians, money is their idoU 
The next morning we sent to the Aga 
to have the treaty ratified in writing. 
They now demanded 300 piastres in 
advance. We positively refused to pay 
a para until our safe return ; and, 
finally, the Aga declined being respon- 
sible unless Mahannah or Narsah sent 
a written document to say we might 
pass safely. Thus the affair remained 
till the morning of the 1 9th, the Arabs 
still endeavouring to prevail on us to 
give them three, two, or even 100 
piastres in advance ; but as the small- 
est sum paid beforehand would have 
placed us in some measure in their 
power, and rendered our journey un- 
certain, we persisted in refusing. 

January 19. — No message from 
Mahannah having arrived, we left 
Hamah at dawn of day, and arrived 
at Homs in about eight hours, tho 
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road still leading through rich plains 
destitute of wood. About half-way 
we crossed the Orontes, now dimi- 
nished in breadth to a paltry stream. 
The ri^er here winds through a chasm. 
There is a bridge of thirteen arches ; 
and the water is kept up for the pur- 
pose of turning a mill. A cascade 
which it forms, the khan, the neigh- 
bouring village of Rastan, and a few 
trees on the bank of the rivulet, alto- 
gether make rather a pretty scene. 
Kastan stands on an eminence near 
the bridge, and the ancient Arethusia 
adjoins it, presenting an object of 
more interest than we had lately been 
accustomed to, though none of the 
buildings remain perfect. Part of the 
walls, the line of the streets, and the 
pedestals of some columns, being alone 
remarkable. We put up at a khan 
in Horns ; and Pierre, who had followed 
us from Hamah, arrived soon after us. 
January 20. — We had some con- 
versation with the Christian we had 
seen at Hamah ; but it appeared evi- 
dent he was undertaking a task that 
he was unable to execute. In the 
evening one of the Arabs who had 
visited us with Sheikh Salee, came 
with a letter from Sheikh Narsah, 
who, he said, was encamped one day's 
journey from Palmyra. The letter 
stated, ^ that Narsah had heard of our 
arrival in Hamah, and of our wish to 
visit Tadmor ; that he expected by the 
24th that the Fidon and Isbaah Arabs 
under Sheikh Haleel, who were at war 
with the Annasees, would have re- 
moved from the neighbourhood of Pal- 
myra ; and that, at the expiration of 
that time, he would come to Horns 
with three camels to conduct us.'' 
This story we afterwards had reason 
to believe was a fiction, to persuade 
us of the absolute necessity of his pro- 
tection. In the mean time he desired 
we would give the bearer twenty pias- 
tres. Upon this we made great difB- 
culties ; for, as our departure was not 
yet completely settled, it might very 
likely be money thrown away; and we 
thought that if we showed an easy 
compliance in giving small sums, we 
might soon recelvd a demand for large 
ones. la short, finding how tardily 



affairs were going on, we resolved to 
set out the next morning on foot, call- 
ing on Narsah on our way. To this 
plan the Arab consented, and every- 
thing was agreed on ; he swearing by 
the most sacred oaths that all should 
go on well, and Chat we should have 
an ass to carry our bread, water, and 
sheep-skin coats. 

January 21. — This morning the 
man came again, saying, he could not 
take us, as he feared Narsah would 
cut ofif his head for having undertaken 
the business without express orders. 
Therefore, after much discussion, this 
last arrangement also terminated un- 
favourably, and the Arab set off a 
second time for the camp of^Iaban- 
nah, to bring the camels as soon as 
possible, and apprise his chief that we 
had removed to Horns. In the after- 
noon it came on to blow hard, with 
continued squalls of snow, sleet, and 
rain ; and we were not sorry that our 
walking trip was put off. The bad 
weather continued without intermis- 
sion night And day till the 24th, on the 
evening of which day the man returned 
from Mahannah with the three camels; 
we could not, however, arrange for 
starting till the 26th, as tlie motsellun 
(governor) could not ratify the bar- 
gain, being busily engaged in taking 
an inventory of the effects of the 
pasha, who had shortly before been 
beheaded. This pasha had been ap- 
pointed to the command of the hadj, 
and had set off from Constantinople. 
While he was on his return from 
Mecca, a khat-sherriffe was despatched 
from the capital, ordering his head to 
be cut off and sent immediately to 
Constantinople ; and the sentence was 
carried into execution before he reached 
Damascus. We hear that he was ae- 
cused of intriguing with the Russians 
against the state. We paid 300 pias- 
tres into the hands of Hadji Hassan, 
as part payment to the Arab sheikhs, 
but it was agreed that they should not 
themselves receive any portion of it 
till our safe return to Horns. Sheikh 
Narsah's order was, that we should 
pay all before starting ; but we per- 
sisted in refusing, and moreover, we 
made the Arabs consent, before wit- 
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nesses, tkat no further demands be- 
yond the 600 piastres were to be 
made upon us on any pretence what- 
erer. The motselllra, who, like all the 
Turks, had a great and unnecessary 
dread of these people, obseryed, " Why 
ivill you trust yourselves amongst th« 
Arabs 1 suppose they should destroy 
you !** 

January 26 — Kt one p.m., after 
nineteen days' negotiation at Hamah 
and Horns, we started with our three 
camels and as many conductors, with 
two skin bottles, in which they had 
poured the melted butter bought with 
I^Ldy Hester's present. We proved 
to them before departing that we had 
not a para in our pockets, thus pre- 
Tenting any temptation to pilfer. All 
our baggage consisted of a sheep- skin 
coat, the woolly side inwards, and the 
other side coloured red with ochre, 
and greased to keep out the rain. We 
rode for five hours, our guides nearly 
the whole time singing a favourite 
Arab song. On arriving at a Be- 
douin camp, we had some scruples 
about entering a tent, expecting they 
would have had many objections 
against receiving us. Instead of which, 
to our surprise, we were welcomed by 
both men and women ; the latter 
smiling, said, we were Frangi (Franks), 
and retired to their part of the tent 
to prepare supper. 

January 27. — Having been regaled 
with a substantial breakfast, we pro- 
ceeded at eight a.m. and rode till four 
in the afternoon, when we stopped at 
another Arab camp, where we were 
again well received. 

January 28. — We started at dawn 
of day, and saw many dwarf trees, of 
which the country had hitherto been 
destitute. It now resembled a heath 
covered by a plentiful stock of aroma- 
tic shrubs, with occasional hill and 
dale. We followed no particular road 
or track ; but our general direction 
appeared to be easterly. This morn- 
ing we had a striking instance of the 
vfljue the Arab sets on his time, and 
of his impatience to accomplish a 
journey when once he has undertaken 
it Suddenly one of our party quit- 
ting us, hastened on in advancei and 



was soon out of sight. ' On coming up 
with him we found he had collected 
brushwood and made a blazing fire ; 
presently some butter was melted and 
sweetened with honey. In this we 
dipped our bread, and what with the 
Arab's voracious mode of eating, and 
these time-saving measures, our break- 
fast did not detain us above ten mi* 
nutes. The same hurry was subse. 
quently shewn on our wanting to drink 
some water from a small crevice in 
the rock close to us. We were pro^ 
hibited and told there was plenty 
before us ; but, as we knew that the 
camps were hours in advance, we 
were not to be controlled, and dis- 
mounting, quenched our thirst The 
soil was excessively rich ; but all ap- 
pearance of cultivation had ceased 
when we had ridden a few hours from 
Homs. The scarcity of water ia doubt- 
less the cause of this. We could not 
help laughing at our principal guide, 
who with a rusty oki match-lock and 
no powder, pretended to be very vigi- 
lant in reconnoitring from all the 
heiglits for harami (robbers), while 
we knew that he and his companions 
were of the most timid nature, and 
that they were well aware that we 
were going with the sanction, and 
under the protection of their own 
chiefs, who commanded the whole 
country. At noon we saw a wild 
boar, so large that at first we thought 
it was an ass. About four in the after- 
noon we opened the valley in which 
Mahannah's camp was pitched. The 
Arabs were obliged to inquire before 
they could find out the direction of 
the camp; and as they had been 
absent from it only a few days, some 
idea may be formed of the difficulty 
of tracking the tribes in the desert 

As we approached, we beheld a 
very animated and busy scene. The 
girls were singing, and the children 
busied in running down the young paiv 
tridges with dogs ; the birds being as 
yet only able to fly a short distance at 
a time. Presently we heard a hue 
and cry from all quarters, and soon 
perceived a large wild boar, with his 
bristles erect, beset by all the dogs ; 
everybody running ea^jerly to the pur- 
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suit. He was fbund behind one of the 
tents. They chased him all through 
the camp; and two Arabs on horse- 
back, with spears, joined in the pursuit. 
The animal, however, kept both men 
and dogs at bay, and finally got ofif 
with only one wound. 

We now approached the sheikh's 
tent and found Mahannah and his two 
sons. Sheikhs Narsah and Hamed, to- 
gether with about thirty Arab chiefs 
of various camps, seated round an im- 
mense fire. Sheikh Narsah was lean- 
ing on a camePs saddle, their usual 
cushion. He did not rise to receive 
us, although we afterwards observed 
that he and the whole circle rose when, 
ever a strange sheikh arrived. We 
attributed this cool reception to the 
low estimation he held us in, in conse- 
quence of the unusually smxdl sum we 
were to pay for visiting Palmyra, and 
from the plainness of our dress and 
appearance. Mahannah was a short, 
crooked-bacl|ed,mean-lookingold man, 
between seventy and eighty years of 
age, dressed in a coarse robe. His 
son, Narsah, to whom he had, in con- 
sequence of his age, resigned the xeins 
of government, was good-looking, about 
thirty years of age, with very digni- 
fied and engaging manners. He had 
the Koran open in his hand when we 
arrived, to give us, we supposed, an 
idea of his learning. He was well 
dressed, with a red pelisse and an 
enormous white turban. We observed 
much whispering going forward be- 
tween Narsah and every stranger that 
arrived; and our guides were separately 
questioned in the same manner, to 
learn, as we conjectured, whether we 
had much money or not. Narsah 
alone addressed us. He inquired why 
the English wished so much to see 
Palmyra, and whether we were not 
going to search for gold I We told 
him he should have half of any we 
might find there. 

As the evening advanced, the Arab 
guests increased to the number of 
fifty. Their mode of saluting their 
chiefs is by kissing either cheek altern- 
ately, not the hand as in Nubia. 
Narsah questioned us about Buona- 
parte and the occupation of France by 



the allied troops. I suspect his know, 
ledge of these matters proceeded from 
his correspondence with Lady Hester 
Stanhope. On our inquiring after 
Sheikh Hamedy, a handsome young 
man, apparently between twenty and 
twenty-five years of age, with evident 
confusion in his countenance, acknow- 
ledged himself as that person ; at the 
same time remarking that we had pro- 
bably heard a bad account of him, but 
that the reports to his prejudice were 
not correct. It was this man who 
confined Mr. Bankes for a day, and 
obliged him to pay 200 piastres excla- 
sive of the 1200 which he gave to 
Narsah for visiting Palmyra. 

Some of the partridges which the 
children had caught, were now brought 
in. They roasted them on the fire, 
and part was given to us ; Sheikh 
Hamedy throwing a leg and a wing to 
each of us. They afterwards gave 
us some honey and butter, together 
with bread to dip into it *. Narsah 
desired one of his men to mix the two 
ingredients for us, as we were awkward 
at it. The Arab having stirred the 
mixture up well with his fingersi, 
showed his dexterity in consuming as 
well as in mixing, and recompensed 
himself for his trouble by eating half €»( 
it. At sunset, and again at eight 
o'clock, the whole assembly were sum- 
moned to prayers; a man standing 
outside the tent, and calling them to 
their devotions, in the same manner as 
is done from the minarets of tho 
mosques of Turkish towns. Each man 
rubbed his face over with sand, a hea^ 
of which was placed in front of the 
tent for that purpose,. to serve as a 
substitute for water in their religious 
ablutions. We could not but admire 
the decorous solemnity with which they 
all joined in worship, standing in a 
row, and bowing down and kissing the 
ground together. An immense platter 
of roast mutton was then brought in 
for supper, with pillaw of rice. The 
Arabs fed apart, while a separate por- 
tion was brought for Narsah and us. 
We observed the elderly men gave 
their half-gnawed bones to those around 



« ** Batter and honey shall he eat." Isa. vji. 5. 



CHAP. V,^ 



SYRIA. 



81 



them, aod we were told that they have 
an adage oommending the custom.. A 
Uack slave was perpetually pounding 
«offee from the moment we entered the 
tent till we went to Bleep, and as he 
began in the morning at day-light, and 
was constantly employed, it would seem 
that the consumption of this article 
must be considerable. Late at night 
Narsah began to address the whole 
circle of sheikhs, who^ we found, had 
been convened in order that they might 
hear his request that some portions of 
grazing land, called ^ The Cottons," 
might be delivered up to him. Being 
tired with the length of his discourse, 
we removed to a comer of the tent and 
fell asleep. We heard afterwards that 
Ins harangue lasted till three in the 
morning. 

On the following day we wished to 
proceed, according to the promise to let 
ns depart before sun-rise^ which Nar- 
aath bad given us the preceding even- 
ing, swearing by his head, and lifting 
up his hand at the same time. But as 
the chief had sat up so late he did not 
make his appearance tUl about ten 
o'clock, when, instead of letting us 
depart, he desired we would accom- 
pany Imn to a small vale contiguous to 
his tent. We found the Aral» assem- 
bling from all quarters, and following 
us in great numbers. We were quite 
at a loss to know the meaning of this ; 
at first we thought it was intended to 
show off the numbers of his people. 
Presently, however, we came to a tent, 
and found an immense feast of rice and 
camel's flesh prepared for the whole 
assembly. We were conducted to a 
smaller tent apart, and had our share 
sent to us. We were in doubt what 
object the sheikh had in thus separating 
us ; whether it was meant as an ac- 
commodation to us, that we might eat 
more comfortably and freely by our- 
selves than in the midst of a concourse 
of people; or whether he thought 
we were not fit society for him. 
Our dress was certainly of a much 
meaner description than that of any of 
the sheikhs : and as throughout the 
East a stranger is generally estimated 
according to the dress he wears, it is 
probaUe that our homely appearance 



had some weight with Narsah on this 
occasion. We found the meat botii 
savoury and tender, being a portion of 
the hump, which is considered the best 
part. There was little &t, and the 
grain was remarkably coarse; how. 
ever, we made a hearty breakfast. 
The feast was conducted with much 
order and decorum. The sheikhs fed 
apart in a double row, with several 
immense platters placed at equal dis- 
tances between them, and a rope line 
was drawn round to keep the people 
from pressing in. Narsah was at the 
head of the row, with a small select 
circle, amongst whom he placed us 
after we had breakfasted, having 
perceived us amongst the spectators. 
When the sheikhs had finished, the 
people were regaled with the remains; 
independent of which, portions were 
distributed to the different tents of the 
camp. This latter arrangement was 
for iie women and children. Several 
camels must have been cooked, judg- 
ing from the immense Quantities of 
meat we saw. This feast was no doubt 
intended to give weight to the pro- 
ceedings of the former evening. We 
were asked whether Chri0tians did not 
eat pigs' flesh ; and, answering in the 
affinnative, were questioned if we did 
not also drink sow's milk, as they do 
that of camels : this, however, we 
stoutly denied. Mahannah made many 
signs for money, both for himself and 
Sheikh Alli, a Very handsome little boy 
about five years of age, the son of 
Narsah. The Arab sign for money is 
rubbing the fore finger and thumb 
together. About eleven we set out. 
Our camels were changed for dromeda* 
ries of a heavy sort, which set off with 
us at full trot up hill and down dale, 
each of us having his Arab conductor 
mounted behind hun. We had now -an 
addition to our party ; as one of Nar^ 
sah's men, who was called a guard, 
accompanied us, mounted on a white 
dromedary, decorated with tassels, and 
armed with another old matchlock 
gun. We rode till four o'clock in the 
afternoon. We found the pace of the 
animals on level ground and up hill 
good enough, but in descending we , 
were dreadfully jolted. 
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January 30.— At dawn we resumed 
our jouruey. Our new guard had 
endeavoured to make us stiurt at mid- 
night, but we would not submit to this, 
a« the nights were very cold and frosty. 
We trotted this day at the same rate 
as on the preceding, and were jolted 
and bruised almost beyond endurance. 
At two in the afternoon we arrived at 
the object of our journey ; our tueful 
guard having previously lighted the 
match of his gun, and gone through 
the ceremony of loading, bui wiihout 
ammunition. 

On opening the ruins of Palmyra, 
from the Valley of the Tombs, we were 
much struck with the picturesque 
effect of the whole mass, presenting 
altogether the most imposing sight 
of the kind we had ever seen, and 
rendered doubly interesting by our 
having travelled through a wilderness 
destitute of a single building.. The 
ruins stand on a sandy plain, on the 
skirts of the desert ; their snow-white 
appearance, ^ntrasted with the yellow 
sand, produced a very striking effect. 
Great, however, was our disappoint- 
ment when, on a minute examination, 
we found that there was not a single 
column, pediment, architrave, portal, 
or frieze worthy of admiration. None 
of the columns exceeded, in diameter, 
4 ft., or in height 40. Those of the 
boasted avenue were little more than 
30 ft. high ; the epijstylium is in no 
instance ornamented with carved-work, 
excepting now and then an ilUexecuted 
cornice. The plates of Wood and 
Dawkins are certainly well executed, 
but they have done more than justice 
to the originals. Taken as a tout- 
ensemble, these ruins are certainly 
remarkable, by reason of their extent 
(being nearly a mile and a half in 
length) ; and they are^ moreover, less 
encumbered by modern fabrics ; for 
except the Arab village of Tadmor, 
which occupies the peristyle court of 
the Temple of the Sun, and the Turk- 
ish burying-place, there is nothing to 
obsiruct the antiquary. But when 
examined in detail they excite little 
interest ; and we judged Palmyra to 
^ be haiHlly woi'thy of the time, expense, 
anxiety, and fatiguing journey which 



we had undergone to visit it. The 
projecting pedestals in the centre of 
the columns of the great avenue have 
a very unsightly appearance ; there 
is also a g&-eat sameness in the archi- 
tecture, all , the capitals being Co- 
rinthian, excepting those which siuv 
round the Temple of the Sun. These 
last are fluted, and when decorated 
with their brazen Ionic capitals, were 
doubtless very handsome. The sculp- 
ture, as well of the capitals of the 
columns, as of the other ornamental 
parts of the door-ways and buildingSj 
IS very coarse and bad. Although the 
designs, as given in the work of W ood 
and Dawkins, are generallv correct, 
we found that the execution of the 
sculpture is far inferior to what might 
have been expected, judging from 
their engravings. The three arches 
of the avenue at the end nearest the 
Temple of the Sun, so beaqtiful on 
paper, are excessively insignificant in 
reality ; and the decorated frieze is very 
badly wrought : even the devices are 
not striking. These arches are not to 
be compared to the common portals of 
Thebes, although the Egyptians were 
unacquainted with the arch. Every- 
thing here is built of a very perishable 
stone ; it does not deserve the name 
of marble ; it is greatly inferior even 
to that of Baalbec ; and we are in- 
clined to think the ruins of the l&tter 
place are much more worthy the tra- 
veller's notice than those of ralmyra. 
We suspect that it is the difficulty of 
setting to Tadmor, and the fact that 
few travellers have been there, that 
has given rise to the great renown of 
these ruins. We give the preference 
to Baalbec, not only for the general 
superiority of the sculpture, but also 
for the extraordinary massive struc- 
ture of the buildings ; and while the 
columns of Baalbec, nearly 60 ft. m 
height, and 7 in diameter, supporting 
a most rich and beautifully wrought 
epistylium 20 ft. high, are formed of 
only three pieces of stone, the smallest 
columns of Palmyra, 3^ ft in diameter 
and 30 ft. high, are formed of »x, 
seven, and even eight pieces ; those, 
however, surrounding the peristyle 
court of the Temple of the Sun^ are 
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about 40 ft. high, and 4 ft. in diameter, 
and are formed of only three or four 
stones; and in the centre of the avenue 
are four granite columns, about 30 ft. 
high, each formed of a single stone ; 
only one of these is still standing. We 
found the tombs very interesting; 
their construction is different from 
that of any we had elsewhere seen. 
They consist of a number of square 
towers^ three, four, and five stories 
high, and are situated without the 
w^ls of the ancient city. The most 
perfect are on the sides of the valley 
which leads to Horns and Hamah. 
These tombs are not ornamented on 
the exterior, with the exception of a 
few figures in basso-relievo over the 
door, and a tablet bearing a Greek 
inscription. There are generally five 
sepulchral chambers one over the 
other ; and on each side are eight 
recesses, each divided into four or 
five parts, for the reception of corpses; 
the lower chamber, in some instances^ 
fronts an excavation in the side of the 
hill contiguous to it. Some of these 
lower apartments are very handsome, 
the sides being ornamented with sculp- 
ture and fluted Corinthian pilasters, 
though the walls were of plain white 
stucco, without any figures or em- 
blematical representation. The ceil- 
ing, on which the paint is still very 
perfect, is ornamented, like that of the 
peristyle court of the Temple of the 
Sun' at Baalbec, with the heads of 
different heathen deities, disposed in 
diamond-shaped divisions. We were 
much interested by the remains of 
some mummies and mummy cloths, 
which appear to have been preserved 
very much after the manner of the 
Egyptians, only that the gum had lost 
all that odour resembling frankincense, 
whidi we noticed in Egypt. We found 
a hand in tolerable preservation ; but 
these sepulchres are not in any way 
so interesting as the Egyptian burying, 
places. You here look in vain for 
those beautiful paintings, &c., which 
80 well portray the mauners and cus- 
toms of the ancients. Over the inside 
of the door-way, we saw a tablet in 
basso-relievo, of seven or eight stand- 
ing figures dressed in long robes, with | 



their hands on their breasts ; we sup. 
posed them to represent priests. We 
also noticed a sarcophagus, with the 
sides ornamented much in the same 
manner. The marble folding doors 
of some of the grander tombs, which 
are situated in l£e town, are still erect, 
but much dilapidated. They are carved 
in panels, but are ill-executed and un- 
polished. The lines of the streets and 
the foundations of the houses are 
distinguishable in some places. We 
agree with Mr. Bankes, that many of 
the small square rows of columns 
which Wood and Dawkms suppose to 
have inclosed temples, were no other 
than the open courts of private edifices, 
inclosing fountains. Mr. Bankes was 
led to this conclusion from there being 
one of only four columns, which never 
could have inclosed a temple or solid 
building within it : moreover, similar 
remains at Pompeii unquestionably 
belonged to private edifices. On the 
right hand, as you pass down the great 
avenue of columns, therc^ls a door-way 
standing : within are the remains of 
the building it belonged to, having a 
Hebrew inscription on the architrave, 
which is interesting on {hree accounts; 
first, as the foundation of Tadmor was 
by Solomon ; secondly, as Zenobia is 
said by some to have been of the 
Jewish religion; and thirdly, as Bishop 
Riddle states that in his time 2000 
Jews dwelt at Tadmor. This inscrip- 
tion was discovered by Mr. Bankes. 
There is at Palmyra a tepid spring of 
mineral water, having a strong sul- 
phureous taste and smell ; a subter- 
raneous aqueduct supplied the town. 
There is a great quantity of salt in the 
desert adjoining Tadmor, which forms 
a lucrative branch of commerce to the 
natives. 

January 31.— Having finished our 
examination of the ruins, we started on 
our return at 2 p. m., and continued 
till ten at night. After dark the Arabs 
implored us not to sing, for fear the 
robbers should hear us, and appeared 
to be as fearful in their own desert, as 
it was possible for a stranger to have 
been. 

February 1. — We moved at sun-rise, 
and did not reach Mahannah's camp 
c 2 
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until dark ; we were conducted back 
1^ a different road, and met with two 
piirties of his people on horseback, one 
of seven, and the other of twelve, most 
of them armed with spears ; we also 
met a small parly on dromedaries richly 
caparisoned, sent, as we thought, on 
purpose to show his importance. They 
asked us in passing, how much we had 
paid for visiting Palmyra, taking it as 
a thing of course that we were obliged 
to give money. Our change of road 
naturally gave some mystery to our 
proceeding. On our arrival at the 
camp, old Mahannah came out of his 
tent and began feeling the saddles ; 
and took from the poor Arabs all the salt 
which they had purchased at Palmyra. 
We were pretty well received by the 
chiefs ; Narsah had on the old robe this 
time, and his father the new one. We 
soon found out the meaning of this, as 
Narsah urged our interpreter to re. 
quest us to give him a new dress ; but 
the latter said it was a thing impossible, 
as we had made our bargain for six hun- 
dred piastres, and would give nothing 
besides. We obtained a promise that 
everything should be in readiness for us 
to depart early in the morning, and 
Narsah told us he should write a letter 
ia the King of England, which we were 
to take with us. He sent one to his dear 
friend Lady Hester, with whom they all 
seem to be enchanted. They call her 
^ El Malaka," (the queen ;) some say 
she is ^ Biut-el Sultan *' (daughter of 
the king,) and others favour her with 
the appellation of the Virgin Maiy. 

Februarp 2 — We were detained 
until 9 A.M., and had much difficulty 
in procuring a draught of water before 
startmg ; but we absolutely refused to 
luove without it. In consequence of 
this detention we were benighted before 
we had completed our day's journey, 
and had a bitterly cold bivouackin the 
open air, the Arabs being afraid even 
to light a fire. We^ however, managed 
to lay down between two of our camels, 
which,fi'om their kneeling posture,kept 
some of the cold air off ; sleeping was 
out of the question, as it was freezing 
hard, with a strong, cutting wind. 

Onthe3rd,atdawn,wewereon route; 
we saw twenty-three white gazelles, 



and witnessed the removal of an Arab 
camp; the movables were all placed 
on the camels' backs; the women, with 
the children slung over their shoulders, 
and the flocks followed, presenting alto- 
gether an interesting sight At a small 
encampment we breakfasted off a thick 
mess of lentiles and bread,* highly 
seasoned with pepper, and very good. 
Towards noon we passed a valfey^ fior- 
rowed up in all directions, by the wild 
boars ; f the soil had the appearance 
of having been literally ploughed up. 
In the evening we reached Horns; we 
were highly satisfied with our conduc- 
tors, and therefore gave them eaidi 
twenty piastres, as voluntary backeliee- 
ish. One of these men had already 
received twenty for carrying the mes* 
sage to Narsah, as before mentioned. 
We also sent a turban of the value of 
twenty piastres to the sheikh of Tad- 
mor, for his civility to us, and gave 100 
piastres to Pierre ; so that our whole 
expenses in visiting Palmyra amounted 
to 800 piastres, 200 of which c<Hisisted 
of voluntary gi^ts. 

The behaviour of these Arabs to 
each other, whatever may be their con^ 
duct to strangers, presents an agreeable 
picture of domestic harmony and com- 
fort, and is in unison with aU the ideas 
the poets have given of the peaceful 
contentment of the pastoral life ; in 
fact, they are a nation of shepherds, 
and I question much IT, in our moet 
polished circles, more real dignity of 
deportment and urbanity of manners 
are to be met with than in the humble 
tent of the Arab. It appeared to us 
that all that was good amongst ihemi 
was centred in the lower orders ; the 
chiefs monopolising to themselves all 
that cunning and roguery which ren- 
der them contemptible in the eyes 
of a stranger. An Arab, on arriving 
in a strange camp, goes to the first 
tent that comes in his way ; he does 
not wait to be asked in, but without any 
ceremony makes his camel lie down, 
unloads it at the entrance, and, enteir- 
ing the tent with the simple salutatios 



* '* Then Jacob gave Esau bread, and pot- 
tage of lentiles." Genesis xxT. 34. 

t *' The boar out of the wood doth waste 
it." Psahn Ixzz. 13. 
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of salaam allcam (peace be between 
lis), seats himself by the fire, no matter 
whether the host be at home or not. 
Should he be present, he immediately 
puts fresh wood on the fire, and begins 
to bum and pound coffee, generally 
offering his pipe to his guests in the 
mean time. His wife, or wives, after 
spreading mats, if they have any, for 
the strangers to sit on, retire to their 
part of the tent, which is divided in 
the middle by their sack of corn, and 
whatever other effects they have, and 
prepare the dinner or supper, according 
to the time of the day, without any order 
being given by the master, but as a mat- 
ter of course; in the mean time the host 
ehats with hiis guests, generally about 
their sheep, which are their principal 
concern. The coffee being ready, he 
pours out a cupful for each of his guests, 
and helps himself last. The meal ge- 
nerally consists of camels', goats', or 
sheeps' milk, boiled wheat and milk^ 
lentil soup, or melted butter, and bread 
to dip into it ; as soon as the meal is 
ready, the landlord pours out water 
for all his guests in turn, who there- 
with wash the right hand.* The ab> 
lution finished, every one commences ; 
the host retires, not eating with his 
guests, but welcoming them with fre- 
quent exclamations of coula, coula, (eat 
it all, eat it all). The repast ended, 
the attentive master again bringv the 
water for washing the hands, and then 
eats of what remains. On two occa- 
sions, when we arrived at a camp late 
at night, and halting before a tent, 
found the owner, with his wife and 
children, just retired to rest, having 
arranged their carpets, &e, for the 
nighty it was astonishing to see the 
good humour with which they all arose 
again and kindled a fire, the wife at 
once beginning to knead the dough and 
prepare our supper, our Arab guides 
making no apologies, but taking it all 
as a matter of course. Surely this was 
a striking instance of Arab hospitality. 
It was a pleasing sight to see them 
bring in their flocks at night : the sheep 
always slept close to the tents of their 
owners ; several Arabs, together with 



• **Exceptthey wash, they eat not." Mark 
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numerous dogs, remaining outside as 
guards. The lambs ( for it was the lamb* 
ing season) were placed inside the 
tents, in a small spot fenced round, to 
screen them from th'e inclemency of 
the night air. The first care in the 
morning was to let them out to their 
dams^ when it was interesting to ob- 
serve the numerous ewes recognise 
their offspring by the smell alone ; 
the lambs not being gifted with the 
sagacity of their mothers, were willing 
to suck from the first ewe they met 
with. 

The Arab having few wants is unac- 
quainted with many cares, and is thus 
ignorant of the greater part of the 
troubles and difficulties which are 
experienced in more dvilised society. 
Each man has a tent of his own, and is 
thus possessed of a freehokl, and has 
nothing to do with rents or taxes ; and 
the shrubs of the wilderness provide 
him with food for his flocks, and fuel 
for his fires. The labour of tillmg and 
reaping is unknown to him, but mudi 
judgment and foresight is necessary in 
his periodical migrations with his flocks, 
which must be regulated and timed 
with due regard to the seasons, so that 
they may consume the herba^ while 
they are advancing, and at &e same 
time leave the land to itself sufficiently 
long to recover its verdure before they 
return. They contrive to be near 
their southern boundary in the winter, 
and at their northern limits in the 
summer. They are frequently obliged 
to pitch their tents at six or eight 
hours' distance from the wells, and 
then it is that theur camels are of 
incalculable utility to them. Then* - 
behaviour to us was the same as 
towards each other; and I suspect 
tiiat their character for robbing and 
pilfering arises from the conduct of 
some few of the worst part of the 
community, who infest the high-roadsy 
rather than from any dishonesty in 
the generality of these people. The 
dread which the Turks have of the 
Arabs appeared to us quite unaccount- 
able, as during the whole of our stay 
among them we did not see more ilian 
half a dozen old matchlock guns, and 
I about eighteen spears. Narsah waa 
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imprisoned in Damaficas a short time 
for some tricks he had been playing 
there. The pasha wished to cut off 
his head, but a strong remonstrance 
from the merchants of Aleppo and 
Bagdad, settmg forth the disastrous 
consequences which would attend the 
execution of this man, by rousing the 
vengeance of the Arabs, procured his 
release ; and, instead of losing his head, 
he was dismissed with a present of a 
robe and some backsheeish. 

RequuHng a. little rest on our return 
from Tadmor, we remained at Homs 
till the 7th February, on which day 
we set out and travelled for about 
seven hours, passing over rich plains, 
and rounding the point of a mountain 
which we took to be the end of Anti- 
Lebanon. The next day we pro- 
ceeded for nine hours through a moun. 
tainous country. On the 9th, after 
journeying for seven hours, we stopped 
at a khan in a plain, around which ihUd 
mountains were bamn, uninteresting, 
and partly covered with snow. 

Febrtiarp 10. — Leaving this place 
we again entered a hilly country, when, 
on arriving at the brow of a descent, 
the extensive and beautiful plain of 
Damascus opened on our view, with 
the town surrounded by woods, amidst 
which were several villages. The land 
was highly cultivated' ; to the eastward 
the plun extends as far as the eye can 
reach ; in other directions it is bounded 
by hills, Lebanon rising conspicnous 
above them all. In about two hours 
we reached tiie pUun, and in five more 
arrived at the convent of the Terra 
Sancta in Damascus. For the last three 
hours of our journey, the road was 
extremely beautiful, passing through 
rich olive groves, and gardens inclosed 
by walls of sun-bumt brick, and sur- 
Yoonded and irrigated by streams of 



water, partly natural and partly con- 
ducted by art 

February 17. — Not having ftlept on 
a bed, or with our clothes off, since we 
left Aleppo, thirty-eight days ago, we 
now fully appreciated the luxury of 
good beds. Our time since the lOth 
has been occupied in writing letters, 
and in visiting different parts of the 
town, such as the place of the Vision 
of St Paul outside the eastern gate ; 
the place where he was let down the 
wall in a basket ; the house of Ananias ; 
the street called Straight, &c., alluded 
to in the Acts of the Aposties. The 
.Turkish name for Damascus is Shum, 
or Shem, and the friars of the convent 
think it was originally founded by 
Shem, the son of Noah ; the earliest 
information we have of this pUce is in 
the time of Abraham. • 

We purpose proceeding to the Holy 
Land in a few days by Panias, near to 
which place is the source of the Jordan ; 
thence crossing the bridge of Jacoh, 
we shall go to Nazaretii, Tiberias, 
Nablous, Jericho, and Jerusalem. In 
consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Barker, we have received great assist- 
ance from Monsieur Chaboeeau, physi- 
cian to the pasha of this place, and 
through his good offices have got 
another firman for the pashalie, and a 
letter to the governor of Jerusalem, 
from whom we hope to get guides to 
conduct us to Mount Sinai Whether 
we succeed or not in getting to Mount 
Sinai, we shall return by Jerusalem to 
Acre, and then embark for Cyprus, 
whence we shall proceed to the coast 
of Asia Minor, beginning by Tarsus, 
which will conduct us to Smyrna, 
the site of Troy, and finally to Con* 
stantinople. 

* Geresb ziv. 1& 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BepMtme from Dama8en»— Source of the Jordan— Singular Lake— Panias— Abnndanee of 
Game— Safot— Its eleyated situation— Venuin— Tiberias— Ancient Baths— Lake of Tibe- 
rias— Om Keis— Ruins around Tiberias— Bysan-Its Theatre and other Ruins— Ford 
of the Jordan— The Valley of Adjeloun— The Callah-el-Rubbat—Souf— Remarkable 
Rnbis at Djerash — Agreement with the Benesuckher Arabs to escort us to Kerek— Uproar 
at Katty— Description of Djerash— Troubles with our Escort— Bzalt— Disturbance at 
quitting Szalt— Escape firom the Arabs— Difficulty in fording the Jordan— Nablous— 
Jerusalem— Visit of the Pilgrinui to the Jordan—Fature Route— Adventure at the 
** Tombe of the Kings." 

031 the 23d Feb. we quitted Damas- 
coBy and passing over a sliglit eminence 
entered a plain, through which runs a 
fine stream, but being destitute of 
wood, it has less beauty than the coun- 
try around Damascus, though the soil 
is rich. About four in the afternoon, 
we stopped at the khan of the village 
of Sasa. Hitherto we had followed 
the road from Damascus to Jacob's 
Bridge, at that part of the Jordan 
which lies between the lakes Houle 
and Tiberias. 

Februartf 24 We passed to the 

westward for Fanias. The first part 
of the road led through a fine plun, 
watered by a pretty, windmg rivulet, 
with numerous tributary streams, and 
many old ruined mills ; we then began 
to ascend over very rugged and ro«ky 
ground, quite void of vegetation; in 
some places there were traces of an 
ancient paved way, probably the Roman 
road leading from Damascus to Csesa^ 
rea Philippi ; as we ascended we had 
the highest part of Djebail Sheikh 
( Anti- Lebanon), on our right ; we 
found the snow, occasionally, of con. 
siderable depth, and it was with dif. 
ficulty we got our horses through it. 
The road now became gradually less 
stony, and we saw flocks of goats 
browsing on a rich herbage, in places 
from which the stones had been clearod 
away and piled up in great heaps. The 
shrubs gradually increased in number, 
size, and beauty, and we presently de- 
scended into a very rich little plain 
immediatelv at the foot of Djebail 
l^eikh. Thero is a conspicuous tomb 
in this valley, and a rivulet, which 
appears to take its source at the foot 
of the mountams, pftssea along the 



western side of the plain in a southerly 
direction, its course then turns moro 
to the westward, and rushing in a very 
picturesque manner, through a deep 
chasm, overhung by shrubs of various 
descriptions, joins the Jordan at 
Pakiias ; it is marked in Arrow, 
smith's chart as the real source of the 
Jordan, but the fountains at Fanias, 
which aro by far the most copious, 
though not the most distant from the 
Dead Sea, whero the river terminates, 
are generally considered to be the 
source ; an opinion in which both of 
us agree. From this plain we ascend- . 
ed up the southern side of Djebail 
Sheikh, and after passing a very small 
village abont one o'clock, we saw on 
our left, close to us, a very picturesque 
lake, of little more than a mile in cir- 
cumference, apparently perfectly cir- 
cuUr, and surrounded by sloping hills 
richly wooded. The singularity of this 
lake is, that it has no apparent supply 
or discharge; its waters appeared per- 
fectly still, though clear and limpid ; 
a great many wild-fowl were swimming 
in it. This lake has been remarked 
only by Burekhardt and Seetzen, other 
travellers who have gone from Damas- 
cus to Fanias having taken the route 
by Raschia and Hasbeya; Arrow, 
smith's map notices it by the name of 
the Birket-el Ram, on the authority of 
Seetzen. Josephus mentions it under 
the name of " Fhiala " (a cup), in 
allusion to its shape. It was supposed 
by the ancients to be the real source 
of the Jordan ; Josephus states, that 
they threw straw into the lake, which 
came out at the apparent source 
at Fanias. A short distance from 
Fhiala, we crossed a stream which 
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discharges itself into the I&rger one 
which we first met with; the latter we 
followed for a considerable distance, 
and then mounting up the hill to the 
S. W. saw the town of Panias, the^ 
great Saracenic castle near it, the 
plain of the Jordan as far as the lake 
Houle, and the mountains on the other 
side of the plain, forming altogether a 
fine coup (TceiL As we descended to- 
wards Panias the country became ex- 
tremely beautiful ; great quantities of 
wild flowers, and a variety of shrubs 
just budding, combined with the rich 
verdure of the grass, com, and beans, 
showed us all at once the beauties of 
spring, and conducted us into a climate 
quite different from that of Damascus, 
or of the country which we had passed 
through since we left that city. About 
5 p. X. we entered Panias, crossing a 
causeway constructed over the rivulet, 
which as before stated flows from the 
foot of Djebail Sheikh. The river here 
rushes over the rocks in a very pic- 
turesque manner, its banks are covered 
with shrubs, and there are the ruins 
of ancient walls, but whether Saracenic 
or not I cannot say. The present town 
of Panias is small, the ground it stands 
on Is of a triangular form, inclosed by 
the Jordan on one side, the rivulet on 
the other, and the mountain at the 
back. The situation being thus com- 
pressed, it is evident that the ancient 
Panias, afterwards Cassarea Philippi, 
could not have been of great extent. 
Josephus, in his << Jewish Antiquities," 
mentions a temple built by Herod, but 
we could discover no trace of it. The 
apparent source of the Jordan is in a 
cave at the foot of a precipice, in the 
sides of which are several niches with 
Greek inscriptions. 

The neighbourhood of Panias is very 
beaatifuU richly wooded, and abounds 
ingame; we devoted a part of themom- 
kig of the 25th to Bhooting,but had poor 
•port, though we saw plenty of par- 
tridges, wild ducks, snipe, &c. Having 
been directed to foUowthe JotCm:. to the 
lake Houle* we left Panias at 1 1 o'clock, 
and took that route. The beautifully 
wooded country did not continue for 
more than two miles, and we then 
entered into open xiih trains. We 



found the ground very marshy: after 
wandering about to find fords over the 
numerous streams which water the 
pbiin, we crossed the Jordan itself; 
but the country on the other side was 
as full of marshes and swamps as that 
we had left, and in several places we 
nearly lost the horses ; at last we suc- 
ceeded in reaching the road to Safot, 
which runs at the foot of Uie hills on 
the other side of the pUin, and to have 
reached which, we ought, in the first 
instance, to have passed i^und the 
north end of the valley. In conse- 
quence of tlie loss of time in these 
bogs, we got no further on our jour, 
ney this evening than a village by the 
side of a hill, near the N. W. end of 
lake Houle ; the banks of which are 
low, the hiUs not approaching it in 
any part. 

February 26. — We ascended from 
this point to Safot. The phun which 
we had quitted was literally corered 
with wild geese, ducks, widgeon, 
snipe, and water-fowl of eveiy descrip- 
tion. There is a village at the foot of 
the steep ascent to Safot, in which are 
a few Roman ruins. As we ascended, 
the lakes of Houle and Tiberias opened 
to us with much grandeur, and part of 
the plain of the Jordan bemg also 
visible, added to the beanty of the 
scene. The country in the mountains 
is, for the most part, cultivated. Salot 
is beautifuUy situated; the castle 
stands b v itself on a small hill, at the 
foot of which is the town, whidi looks 
like four distinct villages. The ap- 
proach is very fine, and the countzy 
abounds in olives, vines, and almond 
trees, which are now in blossom. The 
lake of Tiberias is viable from some 
parts of Safot, which, from its elevated 
situation, Maundrell thinks is the city 
alluded to by our Saviour.* Its ancient 
name appears in Arrowsmith's mi^as 
Japhet We were detained here by 
ramy weather, until the afternoon of 
the 28th, when we started for Tiberias, 
but only reached an old ruined khan, 
about two miles to the north of the 
village of Madjdala by the lake's sida 
Here we were dreadfully bitten by a 

* *' A city that is set on a hill oumot b« 
hid.'* Matt. v.l4» 
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species of vermin, which attacks both 
men and camels in this country ; it was 
red, and soft like a maggot. In the 
morning we found ourselves studded 
all over with deep crimson spots, from 
which it would appear that there is 
much venom in the bite of this dis- 
gusting animal. A traveller in these 
oountnesi however much the thought 
may shock him at first, must make up 
his mind to be constantly covered with 
lice and fleas ; we kill every day from 
ten to twenty of these gentry, which 
are always to be found on every mat 
or cushion used in the country. These 
nauseous visitors seldom get into the 
head, but crawl about your shirt and 
clothes. Every native you see is 
covered with them, and if you ask why 
they have such a plentiful stare, while 
we are comparatively so little attacked, 
they tell you ** it is the curse of God 
on them.'* The other day I cut my 
foot, and our Arab Seys (who has ac- 
companied us all the way from Yaffa), 
and IS a very cleanly person, washing 
himself constantly, tore off a small 
piece of the sleer* of his shirt to apply 
to Hie wound ; the piece was about 
three indies long, by two wide, and 
before using it, I killed on it three lice 
and two fleas ! This will speak more 
strongly than all I can say on the sub- 
jed Bnga are also very plentiful ; 
in Egypt our rooms were full of them. 
March 1. — The greater part of our 
road this day was a descent, passing 
through a beautiful and wild country 
covered with shrubs of various de- 
scriptionsy and occasionally crossing 
valleys and rivulets. About four miles 
from Safot there is a picturesque cliff, 
the sides of which are perforated with 
a great number of caves, at present 
inutbited by goatherds ; we supposed 
them to be ancient sepulchres, as in- 
deed did other travellers who, from 
their rained appearance, have not 
thouefat them worthy of examination ; 
bat Sir. Bankes^ who leaves nothing 
unexplored, inspected them, and pro- 
nounces them to be only natural cavi- 
ties. About eight o'clock we reached 
Tiberias, having travelled for two 
hours along the side of the lake. More 
pains »pp€»Ar to have been taken to 



construct the road where it was very 
rocky, than in most parts of Syria 
which we had visited. The modem 
town of Tiberias is very small; it 
stands close to the lake of Gennesaret, 
and is walled round with towers equi- 
distant from each other. At the 
northern extremity are the remains of 
the ancient town, which are distin- 
guishable by walls and other ruined 
buildings, as well as by fragments of 
colunms, some of which are of beauti- 
ful red granite. South of the town 
are the famous hot baths of Tiberius ; 
they consist of three mineral springs. 
We had no thermometer, hut we found 
the water too hot to admit of the hand 
being kept in it for more than fifty 
seconds ; we endeavoured to boil an 
egg in it, but without success, even 
though we removed the shell. Over 
the spring is a Turkish bath close to 
the lake's side, which is much resorted 
to, particularly by the Jews, who have 
also a great veneration for a Roman 
sepulchre, excavated in the cliff near 
the spot, which they say is the *< Tomb 
of Jacob." Beyond the baths a wall 
runs from the lake to the mountain's 
side, which rather perplexed us when 
we were taking the measurement of 
the ancient walls of Tiberias ; but we 
are now convinced that the walls of 
the town did not extend so far to the 
south, and that this wall was part 
of the fortifications of Vespasian's 
camp ; indeed, Josephus places the 
camp in this position. The lake of 
Tiberias is a fine sheet of water, but 
the land about it has no striking fea- 
tures, and the scenery is altogether 
devoid of beauty ; but it is interesting 
from the frequent allusions to it in the . 
Gospels. We were lodged, as Frank 
travellers usually are. in the small 
catholic church, which is under the 
charge of an Arab priest ; this they 
tell you was the house of St. Peter ; 
but after we had been there a few days, 
we observed that one of the stones of 
the building had part of an Arable 
inscription upon it, inverted, which 
proves it to be of much more modern 
origin; Dr. Clarke, however, seems 
to believe the assertion of the natives. 
We found the church bo full of fleasi 
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that we preferred a small open court 
in front of it for our lodging. The 
natives have a saying, that " the king 
of the fleas has his court in Tabaria/' 
We here lived on fish, which is most 
excellent ; there is not much variety, 
but the best sort, and it is the most 
common, is a species of bream, equal 
to the finest perch. It is remarkable 
that there is not, at present, a single 
boat of any description on the lake ; 
the fish are caught by the casting-net 
from the beach, a method which must 
yield a very small quantity compared 
to what would be obtained with boats. 
I imagine this to be the reason why 
fish is so dear, being sold at the same 
price per pound as meat. It was on 
this isLke that the miraculous draught 
of fishes took place.* There is a cur- 
rent throughout the whole breadth of 
the lake ; the passage of the Jordan 
through it is observable by the smooth- 
ness of the surface. 

March 2.— To-day, Mr. Bankes ar- 
rived after having made a complete 
tour of the Haouran, and passed round 
the lake of Tiberias. He proposed 
that we should join him in a journey, 
which he contemplates making beyond 
the Jordan, and round the Dead Sea 
to Jerusalem ; he had expressed a 
wish to this effect at Aleppo, and had 
left a letter for us at Damascus to the 
same purport. We have accordingly 
resolved to accompany him; we had 
totally abandoned all idea of making 
the tour of the Dead Sea, as a hope- 
less undertaking, notwithstanding we 
had our poor friend Burckhardt*s notes 
to aid and assist us ; Mr. Bankes was, 
however, resolved to make the attempt 
iftlone if we could not have joined him. 
While he made a short visit to Safot, 
which he had not yet seen, we deter- 
mined to inspect Om Keis (the ancient 
Gadara), in the country of the Gada- 
renes. 

March 4. — We quitted Tiberias at 
eleven, and following the shore of the 
lake till we came to the site of the 
ancient Tarichea ; forded the Jordan 
close to the ruins of a Roman bridge, 
a few hundred yards from the end of 
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the lake ; thence we passed by the vil- 
lage of Semmack (the Arabic for fish) 
at the south end of the lake, and turn- 
ing to the southward, in about half an 
hour crossed the river Yarmack or 
Hieromax, a very pretty stream, tri- 
butary to the Jordan. There is here 
a small ancient town, but it contains 
nothing of interest ; the map marks it 
<^Amatha." From this point we as- 
cended the mountains by a very steep 
road, and before sunset arrived at 
Om Keis. The natives inhabit the 
ancient sepulchres. We were very 
kindly received by the sheikh. The 
tomb in which we lodged was capable 
of containing between twenty and 
thirty people ; it was of an oblong 
form, and the cattle, &c., occupied one 
end, while the proprietor and his 
family lived in the other. The walls 
of the ancient Gadara are easily dis- 
cernible ; within them the pavement 
of the city is stiU very perfect ; and 
the traces of the chariot wheels are 
visible on the stones. We found the 
remains of a row of columns which 
lined the main street on either side ; 
two tlieatres, in tolerable preservation, 
are within the walls ; and without, 
to the northward, is tiie Necropolis ; 
the sepulchres, which are all under 
ground, are hewn out of the rock ; the 
doors are very massive, being cut out 
of immense blocks of stone ; some of 
these are now standmg, and actually 
turn on their hinges. The hinge is 
nothing but a part of the stone left 
projecting at each end, and let into a 
socket cut in the rock ; the face of the 
doors are cut in the shape of panels. 
From this place we had a fine view of 
the lake of Tiberias. 

March 5. — In the morning we de- 
scended to the N. £. into the plain of 
the Yarmack, to visit the Uiermal 
springs there ; they are not so hot as 
those of Tiberias. One of them is 
inclosed by palm-trees, in a very juo- 
turesque manner ; it is of great depth, 
and its surface is covered with a spe- 
cies of red moss, somewhat resembling 
sponge before it has been purified: 
this the natives told us they apply to 
their camels when suffering under cer- 
tain cutaneous disorders. Here are 
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the ruins of a Roman bath. We found 
several sick persons at these springs 
who had come to use the waters. From 
this point we followed the Yarmack 
untfl we came near the place where we 
had crossed it the preceding evening, 
and returned by dusk to Tiberias. 
Mr. Bilnkes having rejoined us, we 
employed ourselves from the 6th to 
the 10th in measuring the circuit of 
the ancient city, and in making re- 
searches in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bankes had discovered a curious an^ 
cient fortification, situated to the west 
of Magdahk Qn the north side of the 
entrance of a ravine there is a high 
perpendicular cliff which, from its pro- 
jecting situation and steep sides, forms 
a natural barrier on two sides of a 
triangle, the other side being defended 
by a wall of rough masoniy, with nu- 
merous proj ecting turrets. Mr. Bankes 
made a plan of it ; we were two days 
in taking the measurements. The na- 
tives call it Callah-«lrHammam, (Castle 
of the Pigeons,) but we are not aware 
that any ancient authors mention it, or 
give a clue to its origin. It ma^ pos- 
sibly be the ancient << Jotapata" where 
Josephus was taken, and which he 
states to have been demolished by 
Vespasian. It is certainly of very 
ancient date — prior, Mr. Bankes thinks, 
to the time of the Romans. The vil- 
lage of Erbed, in which there are a 
few Roman ruins, stands in a plain at 
the foot of the Mount Beatitude, on 
the opposite side of the ravine. There 
are some curious old convents in the 
ride of the cliff, on the left in going 
from the village of Majdil (the ancient 
Magdala) to the Callah-el-Hammam. 
These convents are very singularly 
eonstmeted, being excavated several 
8t<nies high in the perpendicular cliff, 
with galleries, &c. About two miles 
South of Majdil are the ruins of six 
Roman baths ; the springs are mineral, 
bat only of a luke-warm temperature. 
The baths are circular, from 15 ft. to 
20 ft in diameter, inclosed with a wall 
about 12 ft. high within, and 6 ft. with- 
out ; at present there is no apparent 
means of ingress or egress. Their 
position is very picturesque, being 
close to the lake, and overgrown with 



shrubs, weeds, and wild flowers ; the 
water is perfectly clear, and about 6 ft. 
or 7 ft. deep, with pebbles at the bot- 
tom ; there are also fish sporting 
about in them ; the spring discharges 
itself into the lake, suhterraneously, 
through the wall. We swam to the. 
Scorpion rock mentioned by Josephus, 
but saw no scorpions on it. 

March 10. — In the forenoon we left 
Tiberias, and observed, in foUowmg 
the borders of the lake, one of the 
circular towers, with part of the wall 
of the ancient town on that side. Wo 
left the hot baths about noon. Drawing 
towards the southern extremity of the 
lake, we saw, on our right, at the foot 
of the hills, an extensive aqueduct ; at 
the entrance are traces of the walls of 
Tarichea, which appears to have been 
situated on two eminences, one on the 
right of our road, and the other bor- 
dering on the lower end of the lake, by 
the Jordan; this latter appears to have 
been artificially surrounded by water 
on the other sides. The Jordan winds 
extremely here, but has little current.^ 
The ruins of the Roman bridge whieh 
we saw in going to Om Keis, had ten 
arches : from this point the road con- 
tinues through rather a naked country, 
with occasional views of the river. 
About 3 o'clock we came to a khan 
near a bridge ; and, an hour's ride 
beyond this, we observed, by the road- 
side, a Roman mile-stone, but there 
were only two or three letters distinctly 
visible on it. Farther on, the pave^ 
ment of the ancient road is perceiv- 
able, and about two miles from Byisan 
we saw a sarcophagus, on the brow of 
a slight eminence on the right of the 
road ; here we crossed a small stream^ 
and ascended to Bysan about dusk. 
During the latter part of this day's 
journey we remarked a great number 
of Arab camps. Bysan is supposed to 
be the Bethshan of Scripture, after- 
wards called Soythopolis, the largest 
city of the Decapolis, and the only one 
that side of the Jordan. It was to the 
wall of Bethshan that the body of Saul 
was fastened after he was slain.* 

March 11. — This day we employed 
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•onelves in iuspecting the nuns. The 
most interesting is the theatre, the 
walls of which can be distinctly traced, 
although every part of it is completely 
filled with weeds. It measures across 
the front about 180 ft., and is remark- 
able as having those oval recesses half 
my up the theatre, mentioned by 
Vitruvius as being constructed to con- 
tain the brass sounding tubes. We 
bad never seen these in any other 
ancient theatre, and we were, at the 
time, quite at a loss to conjecture to 
what use thev were applied. There 
are seven of these cells, and Vitruvius 
mentions, that even in his day very 
few theatres had them. We were very 
careful to take a correct plan of this 
theatre, attending to every minute 
farticnlar. 

We found twenty>four sculls and 
numerous bones in one of the most 
concealed vomitories; in one of the 
sculls a viper was basking, with his 
body twisted through the sockets of 
the eyes, presenting a good subject for 
a moralist. At this place the tombs 
lie to the N. E. of the Acropolis^ with- 
out the walls ; the sarcophagi remain 
in some of them ; we here found niches 
of a triangubur shape, for the himps ; 
some of the doors were still hanging 
on the ancient hinges of stone, and in 
remarkable preservation. Two streams 
run through the ruins of the city, 
almost insulating the Acropolis ; there 
is a fine Roman bridge over the one 
to the S. W. ; beyond it may be seen 
the paved way which led to the ancient 
Ptolemais, now Acre. The plains ex- 
tend in this direction to the sea^^oast, 
without any intervening mountains. 
On the other side, a little below where 
tiie streams unite, the waifs of the 
town cross the rivulet in a smguUr 
manner ; a high arch in the centre, 
with a smaller one on each end, appear 
to have formed a bridge, and the wall 
of the city was continued along its edge. 
It would seem as if there hfi4 been a 
grating across the centre arch ; the 
outer part of the two smaller arches 
was walled up. On the hill near this 
bridge the ruins of one of the gates of 
the city are very distinguishable, and 
amongst the ^;emaW are prostrate 



columns of Corinthian architecture. 
The Acropolis is a high circular hill, 
on the top of which are the traces of 
the waUs which encompassed it. The 
people are a fanatical set. 

March 12.— At eight o'clock in the 
morning we left Bysan. Near the 
town are the ruins of many subterra- 
nean granaries. Taking guides from 
an Arab camp to show us the proper 
place for fording the Jordan, we 
reached its banks in one hour and 
twenty minutes. They are very pret- 
tily wooded, although the more dis- 
tant parts of the plains are quite desti- 
tute of trees. Near the ford, about 
half a mile to the south, is a tomb 
called ** Sheikh Daoud," standing on a 
round hill resembling a barrow. The 
stream of the Jordan is here much 
swifter than in the part near the lake 
of Tiberias. The water at the ford 
reached above the bellies of the horses. 
The breadth of the river we found to 
be 140 feet. We bathed here. From 
the Jordan we turned to the right of 
the path to see Tabathat Fahkil^ 
which we reached in about half an 
hour. Here the ruins of a modem 
village stand on a hill, bearing E.S.E. 
from the Acropolis of Bysan ; and in 
a plain to the west of it are the nuns 
of a square building, with a semicir* 
cuhur end, which appears to have been 
surrounded by columns. On the east 
and south sides of the hill are consi- 
derable ruins of some ancient city 
which must have been of great extent 
The situation is beautiful, beins on 
the side of a ravine, with a pictu- 
resque stream running at the bottom. 
As this place appears to be as ancient 
as Scythopolis, and full two-thirds of 
its size, it seems unaccountable that 
history should not mention a town so 
near << the principal city of Uie Deca- 
polis" as this is. We searched for 
inscriptions,' but in vain. The ruins 
of a fine temple are situated near the 
water-side, and amongst the columns 
are found the three orders of archL 
tecture, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. 
The river passing to the south falls into 
the Jordan. Crossing the rivulet, and 
fullowing a path to the southward, ws 
entered a small plain very thickly 
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eovered with herbage, particularly the 
muBtard plant, which reached as high 
as our hones' heads. To the east- 
ward we obserred seyeral excavations 
in the side of the hills. These are 
probably the Necropolis, for there are 
several tombs in this direction, resem- 
bling those at Bysan and Om Keis. 
Finding no path, we r&«ro8sed the 
rivulet, and proceeding to the north 
rejoined the track from the Jordan, 
which we had originally quitted to visit 
Tabatbat Fahkil ; from this point we 
began to ascend, passing occasionally 
over hill and vale, well wooded, the 
country gradually increasing in beauty. 
On our left we saw the spot where 
Elijah was fed by the ravens.* There 
are many villagec^in this direction. 

March 13.— We slept at Hallawye. 
In the morning we continued our 
route, and passed through some most 
beau^ul woodland scenery, with the 
gall oak, wild olive, arbutus, &c. &c., 
in great luxuriance, and a variety of 
wild flowers, such as the cyclamen, 
crimson anemone, &c., on a rich soil. 
We arrived, in three hours, at a villaee 
called Cafringee, situated at the south- 
em extremity of the valley of Ad- 
jeloun.f There are sufficient frag- 
ments amongst the rubbish and build- 
ings of Cafringee to show that there 
was once a Roman town or some large 
edifice on the spot. We remained 
here about an hour, and then sending 
our baggage forward to the village of 
Adjeloun, proceeded, in company with 
the principal sheikh of the neighbour- 
hood, to the Callah-el-Rubbat, which 
is situated, to the N.N.W., on an emi- 
nence, at an hour's distance. About 
half way up the hill we were shown a 
great cave, the most extensive one we 
had seen in Syria ; this is, probably, 
the " cave of Makkedah," in which 
the five kings were discovered, and 
afterwards buried.^ The CaUah-el- 
Rnbbat commands, by its elevated 



* *'ABd the fsirena brought him bnad and 
flnh in the morning, and bread and flesh in 
the erening ; and he drank of the brook." 
1 Kinga, xvO. 6. 

t **8an, ftaad thou stfll upon Gibeon; 
and thou moon in the vall^ of Ajalon." 
Joehoa, x. 12. 

: Jo«hiia,x.l7— 87. 



situation, a most extensive view of the 
plain of the Jordan, the lakes Asphaltes 
and Tiberias, and a vast tract of 
country in every direction. Indeed, 
for several days we had this castle 
constantly in view from every quarter. 
Unfortunately, the weather was too 
hazy to admit of our profiting much 
by our lofty situation. We fully 
examined every part of the castle ; it 
is entirely of Turkish architecture, 
and has an Arabic inscription in one 
of the centre stones. The buildine is 
constructed out of the rock, which lias 
been excavated to form the moat 
round it : there are some tanks near 
the castle. 

On descending to the village of 
Adjeloun, we found, in the court of an 
old mosque, a Roman mile-stone, and in 
the building itself, several fragments of 
Roman sculpture. Tfaenextdayjhalfan 
hour after quitting Adjeloun, we passed 
through the village of Eugen ; here 
are some Roman tombs, and two sar- 
cophagi cut in the rock. From Euged 
the road led through a narrow and 
picturesque valley with a fine view of 
the Callah-el-Rubbat behind us. This 
vale opened into a plain, whence the 
road passes through a woody, uneven 
country, extremely beautiful We 
here observed several arbutus of great 
beauty and unusual dimensions ; the 
trunk of one was about 6 ft. in cir- 
cumference. In some instances the 
Valonia oak and arbutus andrachne 
were growing grafted together, pro- 
bably from the acorn or berry of the 
one having dropped into some crack, 
in the stem of the other, and there 
taken root. The Roman road is dis- 
cernible as you advance into a plain 
near Souf. We saw, likewise, three 
Roman mile-stones near to each other. 
Souf is a small village, situated on the 
side of a hUl, about two hours and a 
half from Adjeloun ; in the vale below 
it is the source of a stream which runs 
through the valley. At the fountain 
is an imperfect Greek inscription, and 
in the ruins of a church in the village 
are a mile-stone, and an altar having 
a Greek inscription. At 3 p.m. we 
went with three armed natives of Souf 
to Djerash. We took the shortest 
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road over the hills; and after takmg a 
general view of the ruins, returned to 
Souf by a valley lying to the N.E. 
This latter road is very bcAUtifully 
wooded, and runs by the side of a 
picturesque stream, the banks of which 
are covered with the oleander. We 
found the natives of Souf a rude set, 
constantly annoymg us with stories 
about dytchmaan, or enemies, alluding 
to the Salhaan Arabs, who are en- 
camped near Dierash ; this was evi- 
dently done with a view to induce us 
to have a strong escort every time we 
went to Dj crash ; for which service 
they asked two piastres per man each 
trip. In consequence of all this, when 
we went again, on the 15th, to Djerash, 
we took with us the sheikh and ten of 
his people. We took measures of one 
of the temples; our escort annoying us 
all the time with absurd remarks on 
the importance of their protecting us 
against the Arabs. During the day 
two of these said Arabs arrived on 
horseback, armed with pikes; but 
they were very quiet. We returned to 
Souf rather early in the afternoon. 

March 16 It rained hard, and the 

natives of Souf refused to attend us any 
more to Djerash, going over again the 
old story of their terror of the dytch- 
maan. In the afternoon Mr. Bankes' 
interpreter, and the soldier who at- 
tended him as a guard, arrived with a 
young prince of the Benesuckher Arabs, 
named £byn Fayes, and ten of his 
tribe. The prince was attended by 
his mace-bearer; the mace was of iron, 
hollow, and about two feet long. All 
the party were well mounted and 
armed, and as they galloped down the 
hill, firing their pistols and manoeuv- 
ring with their spears, they formed a 
cunous and interesting sight. Mr. 
Bankes had dispatched the interpreter 
and soldier from Adjeloun to the Bene- 
suckher camp, to obtain a guard to 
conduct us to the several places which 
we wished to visit, lying east of the 
Jordan and Dead Sea ; he had a list 
of tlie places which Burckhardt had 
visited, and a note of his route by 
Kerek and Wady Mousa, and intended 
to pass from the latter to the south 
end of the Dead Sea, and by Hebron 



to Jerusalem. The interpreter, how- 
ever, could only make a bargain with 
these people to escort us as far as 
Kerek, as they said they were at war 
with the tribes beyond that pUcbe, and 
could go no further. As the places 
beyond Kerek were the most beset 
with difficulties, there seemed to be 
little hope of performing the whole of 
the journey under their protection; 
we, however, kept them for the pre- 
sent, hoping if we reached Kerek with 
them, to pursue our journey by other 
means; especially as the natives of 
Kerek are mostly Christians, and are 
in the habit of making their pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem by the route we were 
anxious to take. Volney was told by 
the Arabs, ** that there are to the 
S. E. of the lake Asphaltes, within 
three days' journey, upwards of 300 
ruined towns absolutely deserted ; seve- 
ral having large edifices with columns.*' 
This was the country of the Nabath- 
cans, the most potent, says Josephus, 
of the Arabs and of the Idumaeans, 
who, at the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, were almost as numerous 
as the Jews. Our lamented friend. 
Sheikh Ibrahim, states in his notes, 
that three days south from Kerek, in 
the Wady Mousa, are the ruins of 
Petra, the capital of the ancient Arabia 
Petraea. Here, to use his own expres- 
sion, are wonderfuUy fine temples cut 
out of the rock, and more than 200 
sepulchres. Since the death of poor 
Burckhardt, no European has seen this 
place, or indeed the others to the S. £. 
of the Dead Sea. Hebron is the an- 
cient Kiriath Arba, and is said to be 
of higher antiquity than Memphis; to 
see the site of such a place, excites no 
ordinary degi*ee of interest. Abraun or 
Hebron, is the pkice where Abraham 
died. The terms agreed on with the 
Arabs were,that they should conduct us 
safe to Kerek for 1000 piastres ; most 
unfortunately, Mr. Bankes paid the 
whole of the money beforehand, and 
to this ill-advised step we owe all the 
tricks they afterwards played us. 

March 17.— We quitted Souf wift 
our Arab guard, and passed the day 
in taking further measurements at 
Djerash. It was here that the Arabs 
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induced Mr. Bankes to pay all the 
money in advance, and immediately 
commenced a regular train of impo- 
sitions and falsehoods, which in the 
end compelled us to leave them and to 
abandon the journey. In dealings with 
these people not a single para should 
ever be paid them in advance ; it 
should be stipulated thai they are to 
receive nothing till they have completed 
their contract. They are a cunning set, 
and behave well when they are kept 
in check in this manner; but if paid 
anything before hand, they continually 
teaze you for more, and when once 
tliey have received the whole of the 
money ihey consider that you are com. 
pletely in their power, and that they 
may do as they like with you ; since 
Lady Hester Stanhope spoiled the 
market, by overpaying them when she 
went to Palmyra, few people, going to 
that phice, have succeeded so well 
with them as we did ; and this was 
certainly owing to our persisting in 
not paying a single para till their part 
of tlie agreement was fulfilled. In 
the evening we reached Katty, a vil- 
lage lying in a beautiful situation, to 
the W. N. W. of Djerash, at about an 
hour's distance. The Arabs here de- 
manded money to buy provisions for 
themselves ; we were obliged to give 
them 30 piastres a day. 

March 1 8. — This morning we again 
went to Djerash, and measured the 
walls of the town, and the principal 
temple. Some of the Salhaan Arabs 
appearing in the distance, our Bene- 
suckher friends galloped off to parley 
with them, and, as usual, we were 
again teazed about the dytchmaan. We 
went this night, by the desire of our 
conductors, to a small camp of the 
Salhaans, although they had been con- 
tinually calling them their enemies; it 
lay one hour and a half to the S. E. of 
Djerash. On the way they tried to 
persuade Mr. Bankes to give a horse 
to the Salhaans ; this request was 
made in a valley about half an hour 
distant from the camp, and was pro- 
pounded in a very mysterious manner; 
on his refusing they at first stopped, 
and said they would not go on, but 
finally conducted us to tlie camp, say- 



ing that they would give up one of 
their own horses, and even went 
through the ceremony of parading 
their present before the tent we were 
in. We never ascertained the fact, 
but fully believe that it was a mere at- 
tempt to rob us of one of our horses. 

March 19. — We went in the morning 
to examine a place called Reashy, but 
found nothing there of interest The 
Benesuckher Arabs refused to go to 
Djerash, excusing themselves by saying 
they feared the Salhaans; we were very 
auxious to fimsh the plan of Djerash, 
nothing having ever been published 
regarding these antiquities ; indeed, 
they were unknown to Europeans until 
Mr. Seetzen discovered them in 1806. 
I believe Mr. Bankes, Sir W. Chatter- 
ton, Mr. Leslie, Sheikh Ibrahim, and 
Mr. Buckingham, are the only Euro- 
peans who have seen them. The Arabs 
were now told that Mr. Bankes would 
give up the researches he had intended 
to make on the banks of the Zerka, 
and go to Djerash instead. We accord- 
ingly set out in that direction with three 
of the Arabs, the remainder proceed- 
ing with our baggage from the Salhaan 
camp to Katty. In our way we as- 
cended to Nebi Hood, a village situated 
on the summit of a hill, S. S. E. of 
Djerash ; the village is at present de- 
serted ; we found a Greek inscription 
on an altar in tlie court.yard of one of 
the houses. We were about to pro- 
ceed to Djerash, when one of our three 
Arabs who had advanced a little in 
front, returned to inform us that six 
Salhaans were waiting near Djerash to 
intercept us. We accordingly returned 
to join some more of the Benesuckher 
party, after having first reconnoitred 
for ourselves. We soon met the re- 
mainder of our escort on their way to 
Katty, and therefore proceeded wi^ 
them all, and had a parley with the six 
Salhaans, who, after some conversa- 
tion, in which they said that <Hhey 
wanted heads, not money," told the 
Benesuckhers that we had their per- 
mission to remain at Djerash till the 
afternoon of this day. Their being able 
to bring only six armed men to inter- 
cept us, was no great proof of their 
force ; and our Benesuckher friends 
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DOW joined us in laughing at them. 
We endeavoured to finish our task at 
Djeraah this day, hut though we were 
at work till dark (Irby and myself 
measuring, and Mr. Bankes drawing, 
oc^ying inscriptions, &e,)f we could not 
complete our work. In the course of 
the day Mr. Bankes was robbed of his 
cap by an armed Arab, who, having 
concealed himself amongst the ruins of 
the great theatre, stole on him unper- 
ceived, while he was drawing. We 
passed the night at Katty ; just as we 
arrived a grand quarrel arose between 
the Benesuckhers and the villagers ; 
the scene of action was on the house 
tops. It is a custom of the country, 
that for one night travellers are pro- 
vided with provisions gratis ; and there 
is in every Turkish village a room to 
lodge them in. Europeans on depart- 
ing generally make a present to the 
servants, at least equivalent to what 
has been consumed. I mentioned be- 
fore, that we had given the Arabs 
thirty piastres a day for their food ; 
these cunning fellows, however, wanted 
to force the villagers to feed them, 
although they had been there before 
on the night of the 17th, and as the 
poor people had to feed the horses 
gratis, as well as the men, it came very 
hiurd on them. We paid for everything 
we got ; and we assured the villagers 
that the Benesuckhers were provided 
with money to pay for all they had. 
This was the subject-matter of the 
quarrel, — battle there was none ; for 
although there was much appearance 
of anger and rape, and the greatest 
noise and confusion imaginable, men, 
women, and children, being all mixed 
together pell-mell, nevertheless, every 
one was cautious to avoid coming to 
Uows, and the affray ended to the 
advantage of the poor natives, the 
Benesuddiors retreating from the viL 
lage. 

March 20. — We went in the morn- 
ing to Djerash to finish our operations; 
9 very singular circumstance here took 
place. Mr. Bankes' soldier from Da- 
mascus, whom he had always found 
very useful and attached, had within 
the last two or three days very much 
altered his maimer and conduct, and 



exhibited strong proofs of fear, both 
in words and actions ; on our uray to 
Djerash he told us frequently that the 
Arabs would strip us of everything, 
and whOe Mr. Bankes was tiUdng a 
copy of an inscription near the north 
gate of the city, the soldier rery slowly, 
without making any further obserra- 
tions, walked off, and was never seem 
by us again. On the preceding even- 
ing he said he had received infomuttion 
of some Damascus troops having ar- 
rived at a town a few hours' distant, 
and asked permission to depart in the 
night to procure their protection for 
us ; however, he did not then go, as 
the villagers persuaded him to the eon- 
trary; we, of course, imagined that this 
was his object in settiug off, and, that 
finding the report false, he had retom. 
ed to Damascus. Two spy-glasses were 
found missing, which Mr. Bankes had 
brought with him, for presents; we 
did not, however, suspect the soldier 
of any roguery in this respect, although 
he certainly took the interpreter's gon, 
leaving his own, which was worse. 
The Sieft, however, we afterwards 
heard was proved against him ; the 
Arabs denied having taken the tele- 
scopes. It was two o'clock in the 
afternoon before we had completed 
our operations at Djerash. It has 
been a splendid city, built on two sides 
of a valley, with a fine stream nmning 
through it ; the situation is beautiful. 
The town was principally composed of 
two main streets, crossing each other 
in the centre at right angles, as at 
Antinoe. The streets were lined with 
a double row of columns, some <^ 
which are Ionic and some Corinthian. 
The pavement is exceedingly good, 
and there is an elevated space on each 
side for foot passengers ; the marks of 
the chariot wheels are visible in many 
parts of the streets. Djerash, sup- 
posed to be either Pella or Gerasa, but 
in some respects answering to nrather, 
can boast of more public edifices than 
any other city we have seen. There 
are two theatres, two grand temples,— 
one, as appears by a Greek inscrip- 
tion, dedicated to the sun, like that at 
Palmyra, and not unlike that edifice, 
being constructed in the centre of an 
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immense doable peristyle court. The 
eolumns of the temple are five feet 
in diameter, and of a proportionate 
height ; the capitals are Corinthian, 
and well executed. One singularity in 
this edifice is a chamber under ground, 
below the principal hall of the temple, 
with a bath in the centre. Five or 
six smaller temples are scattered about 
the town ; and a magnificent Ionic oval 
space, of 309 feet long, adds greatly to 
l^he beauty of the ruins. The scene of 
the larger theatre is singularly perfect ; 
tliere are two grand baths, and two 
bridges crossing ike valley and river. 
The temples, and both tiie theatres, 
are built of marble, bnt not of a very 
6ne sort. Three hundred yards from 
tiie south-west gate is the circus, or 
stadium, and near it the triumphal 
arch. The cemetery surrounds the 
city, but the sarcophagi are not very 
highly finished ; upwards of two hun- 
drad and thirty columns are now 
standing in the city. To the north- 
east, about 200 yards from the walls, 
are a very large reservoir for water, 
and a picturesque tomb fronted by 
four Corintikiau columns ; near which 
is an aqueduet. There are numerous 
inscriptions, in all directions, chiefly of 
the time' of Antoninus Pius ; most of 
them are much mutilated. The Greek 
inscription, before alluded to, was on 
the propyleum of the Temple of the 
Sun, which must have been a grand 
piece of ardiitecture. The city has 
three entrances, with richly oma- 
mented gateways ; and the remains of 
the wall, with its occasional towers, 
are in wonderful preservation. On the 
whole, we considered Dj crash to be a 
much finer mass of ruins than Palmyra. 
At two o'clock in the afternoon, 
having completed our operations, we 
set ont in a soutJi-west direction for 
Szalt In an hour and twenty minutes 
we crossed the Zerka, a small stream 
winding prettily in a narrow valley ; 
there are the ruins of a small building 
on the front of the hills near the ford. 
Ascending from the rivulet, we passed 
the sites of some small towns, possess- 
ing nothing of interest ; and at five in 
the evenmg we aarrived at a camp of 
the Salhaans,,wherewepa8aed thenight 



March 21. — This morning we pro- 
ceeded, but coming to a cross-road, 
the Benesuckhers said they could not 
reach Szalt that day, but would con- 
duct us to a camp of their own ; 
although we luiew that Szalt could be 
only a few hours distant We posi. 
tively insisted upon their escorting us 
to Szalt^ which, after much altercation, 
they said they would do, if we would 
give two hundred piastres to each of 
the sheikhs of Szalt, Heshbon, and 
Kerek, and also to themselves five 
days' advance of the thirty piastres a 
day. All this we positively refused, 
excepting the thirty for to-day ; and, 
after further discussion, the Benesuck* 
hers endeavouring by their threats to 
frighten us into a compliance with 
their demands, the dispute ended by 
our going to Szalt, accompanied by the 
prime minister (as we termed him) of 
the young prince, the chief of the party. 
The minister is a very great rogue ; 
he is not an Arab bom : we thought 
he had much the appearance of a 
Levantine, of European extraction. 

It was he who put every bad idea 
into the minds of the prince, and the 
rest of the Arabs, wlio were mostly 
very young men, and not so well versed 
as himself in the art of cheating. We 
did not succeed in getting to Szalt, 
until the interpreter, and the Arab 
Seys who took care of our horses, 
frightened by the threats and gesticu- 
lations of our escort, had given the 
Arabs sixty piastres, of which we told 
them they must themselves be the 
losers. The prince and his party now 
quitted us for their own camp, as they 
said they could not enter Szalt, being 
at war with the inhabitants. We 
crossed over some small hills into a 
spacious valley .called Bayga, in which 
are the ruins of a large square cycle- 
pean building, perhaps a fortress ; on 
quitting which, we ascended to the 
westward over some rugged rocks, and 
thence descended into some picturesque 
valleys most beautifully wooded. From 
these valleys we traversed some more 
barren soil, and again descending, pass- 
ed on the left some vineyards, inclosed 
with stone walls ; whence turning to the 
right, we had the first view of Szalty not 
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ten minutes distant from us. The castle 
is situated on the top of a hill, on the 
Bides of which is the village, nearly sur- 
rounded by a valley and by high hills, 
forming a very picturesque obj ect. The 
neighbourhood abounds in vineyards 
and olives. We found the finest raisins 
here that we had seen in ■ Syria. The 
inhabitants of Szalt are numerous, and 
more than one-third of them are Chris- 
tians. We arrived wet through. The 
people showed us great attention, dry- 
ing our clothes before the fire. We 
first went to the travellers* room, but 
were soon after conducted to the house 
ef a Christian. The weather continued 
bad the whole of the next day, but on 
the 23rd became fairer. In conse- 
quence of the treachery of the Arabs, 
we wished to be quit of them, and, if 
possible, to get the natives of Szalt 
to conduct us to Kerek. The pHme 
minister made some extravagant de- 
mands ; however, he was paid up to 
the day, and told that his services and 
those of his comrades were no longer 
wanted. He now tried all he could to 
induce us to' consent to go to their 
camp, but this would have been a very 
imprudent course to have taken. Find- 
ing that he could not, either by good 
or bad words, prevail on us to go, he 
went off in a huff, saying, that his 
companions would take care that we 
did not stir from Szalt until we con- 
sented to his scheme. To show how 
little we feared these threats, we took 
a walk of two hours, and returned in 
the evening. Some of the Mahom. 
medan natives of Szalt insulted us on 
our return. We wished next day to 
go to Amaun, but the son of the sheikh 
of the town told us his father was gone 
to the Arabs, and that nothing could 
be done till his return. 

March 24. — This morning the 
sheikh's son and five other guards ac- 
companied us to visit some places in 
the neighbourhood. The first was a 
Tillage called Athan, situated two 
hours distant to the N.N.W. . There 
is a ruined village here. We saw no 
remains of antiquity; but in ascending 
from it, we observed some sarcophagi 
cut out of the rock. We afterw&rds 
went to a place called Gilhad Gilhood^ 



said by the natives to be the birth- 
place of the prophet Elijah. There are 
here two old tombs ; one ef them has 
been used as a Christian chapel ; also 
some sarcophagi 3ut out of the rock,- 
and other antique remains. We visited, 
in all, five ruined villages, which serve 
at least to show that the country lying 
five or six miles to the north of Szalt, 
was once more populous than it is at 
present. Szalt has been thought to be 
the ancient Amathus, but we are more 
inclined. to believe it to be Machserus^ 
where John the Baptist was beheaded. 
The country in general is extnanely 
beautiful and woody. On our return 
to the town we found a black messen- 
ger from the Benesuckher prince, 
inviting us to go to his camp and 
adjust our differences ; but we had 
determined, if the natives of Szalt 
refused to conduct us to Kerek, to 
recross the Jordan on the following 
day, and proceed to Jerusalem, where 
we could adopt other n^easores for 
carrying our plans into execution.- 

March 29. — In the morning, at nine, 
o'clock, we quitted Szalt, in the middle 
of a great dispute amongst the natives, 
whether they should or should not 
deliver us up to the Arabs. The tops 
of all the houses were covered with 
women and children to see the result 
of the fray. On quitting the house, 
our interpreter was missing, and after 
some delay, we found him concealed 
behind the door, crying bitterly. The 
first person we met was the prime 
minister, whom we had not seen since 
the 23rd. He was in company with 
the black, and anotlier Benesuckher 
Arab ; and mounting their horses 
they immediately joined us, and endea- 
voured all in their power to persuade 
us to go the wrong road; in which 
they were joined by all the Turkish 
natives of the place, who kept bawling 
to us that we were going wrong. For- 
tunately, when walking out one day, 
we had made inquiries, and had dis- 
covered the right road to Jerusa^ 
lem; which, in spite of all their remon- 
strances, we accordingly took. The plan 
of the prinffe minister was, doubtless, to 
lead us to the Arabs' camp, and there 
detain u^ until Ijhey had got what they 
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-wanted. As we ascended the hill, fol- 
lowed by the Arabs, we soon got a 
view of the Dead Sea, the neighbour- 
hood of Jericho, and the plain of the 
Jordan. We had given out that our 
intention was to pass through Jericho 
ousour way to Jerusalem ; but having 
deviated from the right path shortly 
after we bctgan to descend, we thought 
of passing on to Bysan. One of the 
Arabs quitted us on the brow of the 
hill ; and when they saw that we had 
ceased to keep the road to Jericho, 
the black man went also. Both de- 
paqi^d, no doubt, to give infonnation 
to the prince and his party of the track 
we had taken. A little after mid-day, 
when we had nearly descended to the 
plain, to the minister's surprise and 
vexation, we turned short off to the 
ford of Ihe Jordan, which we saw La 
the distance, and quitted him, notwith- 
standing his numerous remonstrances. 
Indeed had we continued long in the 
traek we were going, we should soon 
have been amongst some of the Bene- 
suckher camps, as we had shortly be- 
fore passed five or six small camps, 
but of what tribe we did not know. 
We now pushed straight for the 
Jordan, and reached its banks about 
two o'clock. At the foot of the moun- 
tains we observed some singular, and 
certainly very ancient tombs, com- 
posed of great rough stones, resem- 
bling .what is called « Kitt's Cotty 
House," in Kent. They were built of 
two long stones, for sides, with one at 
each end, and a small door in front, 
mostly facing to the north. This door 
was cut in the stone. All were of rough 
stones apparently not hewn, but found 
in huge ^kes, such, as are still seen 
about the spot : over the whole was 
laid an immense flat piece projecting 
both at the sides and ends. What 
rendered these tombs more remarkable 
was, that the interior was not long 
enough for a corpse, being only 5 ft. : 
both the front and back stones being 
considerably within the ends of the 
side ones. There were about twenty- 
seven of these tombs, very irregularly 
situated. The plain, about half way 
from the foot of tUe mountains, is tole- 
rably level, b^t bi^rr^n ; it. then be- 



comes very rugged, consisting of hills, 
vales, and deep chasms, in a dry salt- 
ish soil, of a very white appearance. 
This continues to within a quarter ef 
a mile of the river's bank; whence the 
rest is a rich, flat plain to the margin 
of the river, which is at the bottom of 
a deep ravine, beautifully wooded, and 
so overgrown, that the stream is not 
seen till you are close to it. The Cal- 
hih-el-Rubbat bore N.E. half N. from 
the ford. Hereabouts it would be 
interesting to search for the twelve 
stones erected by the. Israelites to 
commemorate their passing the river.* 
The water was too high for us to make 
the search ; and, indeed, we were not 
sufliciently at our ease, with the idea 
of the Arabs being in chase of us. We 
were detained till nearly three o'clock 
before we could cross the river, which 
we were surprised to find very much 
swollen. An Arab, on horseback^ 
arrived shortly after us, and as he had 
no baggage, was well mounted, and 
likely to be acquainted with the ford, 
we requested him to cross first, that 
we might profit by his example : but, 
like the peasants on Mount Lebanon, 
he refused to lead the way. We there- 
fore crossed one at a time, the others, 
from an eminence on the banks, directr 
ing his progress. The stream was 
exceedingly rapid, and so deep, that 
we were obliged to swim our horses, 
which, as they had our fire-arms and 
our baggage, as well as ourselves on 
their backs, was no easy task. We all 
got completely wet through, and our 
papers, pocket-books, &c., were totally 
spoiled. Ftom the river we pursued i| 
direction W.N.W. for two hours, into 
a rich valley : there was no road or 
track. On the right we passed a great 
cave with an artificial door. A la- 
bourer misinformed us, and directed U9 
up the dry course of a torrent in search 
of a village. After vainly wandering 
about till dark, we came to the termi* 
nation of the valley, and saw no <wgDB 
of any path or habitation. Heavy rain 
came on, with thunder and lightning'. 



* '* And Joshua set up twelve stones in the 
midst of Jordan, in the place where the feel 
of the priests which bare the ark of the cove- 
nant stood ; and they are there unto tbii 
day." Joshua, iv. 9. 
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and we were glad to take shelter for 
the night in a cave used oocasionaily 
by the shepherds. 

March 26.— At day-light we were 
forced to retrace our steps, and return 
to the valley we had left, which we 
found was called Wady Zeit (Oil Val- 
ley) ; in it is a village called Agrarba, 
which we did not see. On entering 
Wady Zeit, the peasants all came out, 
armed with six muskets and their in^ 
struments of agriculture. Seeing a 
mounted party, issuing out of an unin- 
habited valley, so early in the morning, 
they had mistaken us for Bedouins. 
We obtained a guide for Nablous. 
From these people we leamt that the 
Arabs had crossed the Jordan the 
preceding evening in chase of us, and 
not being able to get any information, 
had returned to the other side of the 
river. We, therefore, owe our escape 
to the circumstance of having lost our 
way. We observed that this rich val- 
ley ends abruptly at the foot of the 
hills to the westward. We followed 
the principal road, which led us out 
by a ravine, to the S. W., and con- 
tinuing in this track till about 11 
o'clock, we crossed over the hills to 
the westward. About half an hour 
after mid-day we reached the village 
of Bait Forage, situated by the side of 
a rich extensive plain, having six other 
villages on its borders, many olive- 
yards, and much com. We were glad 
to get some breakfast here, after a 
twenty-eight hours* fast, with the ex- 
ception of a few dirty raisins, which 
we found in the bottom of ope of our 
liourges. We remamed till 2 o'clock, 
and Sien proceeded for Nablous, about 
two hours distant* In twenty minutes 
we arrived at a ruined village, called 
Kaffer Baiter, around which are seve- 
ral old Roman tombs and tanks. In one 
of the tombs, the mouth of which was 
closed with rubbish, we found some 
dead bodies concealed. Thence we 
•went to Nablous, the road leading us 
by JaooVs Well, a short distance from 
which, a valley, in a southern direc^ 
tion, unites with that in which stand 
Bait Forage and the six other villages. 
Maundrell says, these rich valleys are 
supposed to be *< the portion gf land 



given by Jacob to his son Joseph." 
Nablous is the ancient Sychem. We 
went to the summit of Mount Qezizim, 
and found the ruins of a large town, 
with a tank, near a conspicuous tomb. 

On the 28th of March we quitted 
Nablous, and reached Jerusalem the 
next day. For an excellent descrip- 
tion of Nablous, and also of all the 
objects of interest at Jerusalem, I 
must refer the reader to MaundrelL 
We took his book in our pockets, and 
visited every place which he mentions, 
most of them three different times. 
Once by ourselves, once as cicerofti to 
Lord B^elmore and his family, and once 
with Mr. Legh, the gentleman who 
has published his Journey in Nubia. . . 
We have been to Bethlehem and St. 
John's, visited the Holy Sepulchre at 
the Greek Easter, and saw the cele- 
brated trick of the holy fire. Sec 

May 1. — After staying for more 
than a month at Jerusalem, we started 
for the Jordan with all the pilgrims, 
escorted by the governor and a body 
of troops. The sight was most xmpres. 
sive. The immense number of Chris- 
tians, from all quarters, the* various 
costumes of tlie Greeks, the Copts from 
Egypt, the Abyssinians from JEltfaiopia : 
some of the pilgrims on camels, with 
double cradles on their backs ; some 
on mules, also with cradles ; some on 
horses ; some on asses ; in all amount- 
ing to about 5000, presented a most 
curious and interesting scene, winding 
amongst the hills, in a line as far as 
the eye could reach, and sometimes 
through different openings in the moun- 
tains, appearing in two or three divi- 
sions. In the evening we arrived at 
the camp near Jericho. We could 
trace no remains of the Hippodrome 
which Josephus places here. 

May 2. — At two this morning we 
started by torch-light for the Jordan, 
which we reached at 7 a.m. Here we 
found the pilgrims bathiog in the river, 
men, women, and children, all mixed 
together. They immersed tiieir clothes 
in the river, gathered boughs off the 
trees, and fiUed bottles with the water 
to take home, in commemoration of 
their pilgrimage. We went, attended 
by two Arabs, to the Dead Seay.and 
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bathed in it ; the water was bitter and 
liuoyant. Those of our party who 
conld not swim, floated on the surface 
like corks ; on dipping the head in, the 
eyes smarted dreadfully, and we were 
much surprised to observe, on coming 
«Tit of the lake, that the water did not 
evaporate from the body, as is the case 
on emerging from fresh Ivater, but 
adhered to &e skin, and was greasy to 
the touch. At night we returned to 
Jerusalem. 

We propose starting to-morrow with 
two Arabs to make the tour of the 
Dead Sea, and search for the sites of 
the cities that are known to have stood 
in that direction. Our party will con. 
Bist of Messrs. Legh and Bankes, with 
their attendants, and Captain Irby 
and myself. We have plenty of arms, 
and shall muster altogether eleven 
persons, including two Arabs. The 
trip will probably take us about three 
ureeks. We have all dressed ourselves 
as Arabs of the desert, to excite leas 
observation. 

Lord and Lady Belmore and their 
party have been here about three 
weeksv They came from Cairo by land, 
having taken the same route as we did. 
.Their party is very strong, and they 
had the brotiier of a famous Arab 
chief to protect them. They are all 
now attiring themselves as Arabs, and 
are going to visit Baalbec, Damascus, 
&&, after which they embark in his 
Iwdship's yacht for Europe. The friars 
of the convent had a serious dispute in 
the Holy Sepulchre the day befoi-eyes- 
terday. They were performing one 
of their ceremonies, when the Greeks 
attacked them, wounding several of 
them. There has been much disputing 
before the governor in consequence, 
and a Tartar has been sent with their 
eomplaints to Constantinople. In 
Maondreirs time there was a similar 
fray between the Greeks and Latins, 
and the jealonsy has existed ever since. 
A rather singular adven<fure befel us 
wlale at Jenualem. There is amongst 
the sepnlehres, which travellers have 
dengoBtied as <Uhe Tombs of the 
Kings/' an excavated vault with an 
oblong portico. The only visible en- 
iranoe to this vault is at one end of the 



portico, while from its construction 
there is every reason to suppose that a 
corresponding entrance would be found 
at the other end, which is now filled 
with rubbish. Mr. Bankes was so 
thoroughly convinced of this, that when 
at Constantinople he used every exeiv 
tion, but in vain, to procure a firman 
authorising him to excavate and ascer- 
tain the fact. We now endeavoured 
to obtain permission from the governor 
of Jerusalem to dig there, but without 
success. As we could not procure 
legal authority, we determined on pro- 
secuting the undertaking secretly in 
the night, and accordingly purchased 
privately some pickaxes and other im- 
plements. Late in the evening we 
quitted the town, singly, and from dif- 
ferent gates, to avoid suspicion ; and 
assembling at the rendezvous after 
dark, found that we mustered a party 
of ten persons, viz., Messrs. Bankes 
and Legh, Captain Corry, and our- 
selves, together with five servants, in-r 
eluding two of Lord Belmore's sailors, * 
whom his lordship had allowed to join 
us. We divided our party into two 
watches, and worked hard four hours 
at a tune during the whole night, dig- 
ging and clearijig away the rubbish. 
We were obliged to station one of the 
servants as a sentinel near the road 
side, to apprise us of the approach of 
any one. in the morning we had re- 
moved the rubbish to a depth of about 
10 ft., when we came to an immense 
block of stone, apparently in the very 
spot where we expected to find the 
entrance to the tomb* As we were 
unable to move this mass, we returned 
to the city, pretty well fatigued, having 
been obliged, for want of spades, to 
clear away the rubbish with our hands. 
The next day Captain Corry, Mr. 
BankeSy and Mahomet his janissary, 
acting on the suggestion of Lord Bel- 
more, succeeded in breaking the stone 
by heating it, and then pouring cold 
vinegar on it; but, unfortunately, 
shortly after this was done, our pro^ 
ceedings were discovered by some 
Turks, and reported to the governor, 
who put a very effectual stop to our 
researches, by ordering the whole of 
the portico to be walled in. 
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Great were the obstacles which pre- 
sented themselves, aud innumerable 
the difficulties which we had to sur- 
mount before we could commence our 
journey to Petra. It had for some 
time been the wish of Mr. Bankes to 
undertake this tour, as the only two 
Europeans who had ever been either 
at Kerek or Wady Mousa (Valley of 
Moses or Petra) were both dead, viz., 
Sheikh Ibrahim and Mr. Seetzen. 
Both these indefatigable travellers per- 
formed this journey alone and in dis- 
guise, and were consequently obliged 
to conceal their papers, and make all 
their observations by stealth, which 
must necessarily have rendered their 
remarks very brief and cursory, com- 
pared to what they would have been 
had the writers been unrestrained. 
Seetzen travelled as an Arab, calling 
himself Moosa, but never got so far as 
Petra. 

Although we are of opinion that 
Mr. Bankes could not have succeeded 
in accomplishing this journey without 
his junction with Mr. Legh and our- 
selves, still he has the merit of being 
the first person travelling as a Euro- 
pean, who ever thought of extending 
his researches in that direction ; and 
from his profound knowledge of ancient 
history, as well as his skill in drawing, 
he was by far the best calculated to go 
on such an expedition. When Mr. 
Bankes applied at Constantinople to 
have Kerek and Wady Mousa inserted 
in his firman, the Turkish Govern- 
ment returned for answer, " that they 
knew of no such places within the 



Grand Seignior's dominions ; " but as 
he and Mr. Frere, the British minis- 
ter, pressed the point very much, they 
at length referred him to the Pasha 
of Damascus, who, equally a^'erse to 
have anything to do with the business^ 
passed him on to the governor of Jeru- 
salem. This latter tried all he could 
to dissuade us from the undertaking, 
though Mr. Legh gave him a hand- 
some spy-glass to induce him to assist 
us. He advised us to apply to Mahom- 
med Aga, the governor of Yaff». The 
communication between Egypt and 
Mousa being usually through Graza, 
which is under Mahommed Aga's 
government, it was supposed that he 
would have the greatest influence over 
the Arabs about Wady Mousa, inas*^ 
much as he possessed the means of 
punishing them for any violence they 
might commit, either by stopping their 
supplies from Egypt, or by making 
prisoners of such of their people as 
came within his reach. The governor 
of Yaffa, however, not only evaded the 
affair altogether, but in order to put a 
stop to our journey, ordered us to re- 
turn the horses which he had lent us. 
A second visit to the governor of Jem- 
salem seemed to promise as little as 
the preceding. We all four called on 
him. On tlys occasion, a former mot- 
sellim, who had been twenty years in 
ofiice, and was sitting with the gover- 
nor, pledged his word to us that the 
Arabs are a most savage and treach- 
erous race ; and to prove it, added, that 
they think Franks' blood a good medi- 
cine for their women when Bick, and 
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that they would make use of ours for 
this purpose. All that we could pro- 
"cure from the governor was a promise 
•to writ© to the Sheikh of Kerek to 
apprise him of our coming. When we 
went with the Greek pilgrims to Jeri- 
cho and the Jordan, the governor sent 
a man to us, whom he thought fit to 
call the Sheikh of Kerek, congratu- 
latiBg us oa the obstacles to our going 
to that place having been overcome. 
This man, however, was no sheikh, and 
we suspect the motive of the motsellim 
for sending the counterfeit, was to ob- 
tain another present. Finding that 
there was no getting any of the public 
authorities to render us any assistance, 
we determined to proceed, trusting to 
our numbers and force, and to try our 
fortune with the Sheikh of Hebron. 
Each of the party procured a Bedouin 
Arab dress of the most ordinary de- 
scription, and we all bought horses for 
the journey, except Mr. Bankes, who 
was already provided. Our party con* 
eisted of Mr. Legh, attended by an 
inter(Hreter,a Tartar from Constantino- 
pie, and a seyes (hostler) ; Mr. Bankes, 
who h^ with him a soldier of the 
Pasha of Egypt, and ourselves with a 
Christian Arab servant. We had for 
our guides an Arab named Maliom- 
medy who lived near Jericho, and a 
native of Hebron. We took the pre- 
caution of having as little baggage as 
possible with us, and sent the greater 
part to Acre with one of Mr. Legh's 
servants. We assumed Eastern names 
for the journey : Mr. Legh was called 
Osman ; Mr. Bankes, Halleel ; Cap- 
tain Irby, Abdallah ; and I, in remem- 
brance of Collins' beautiful Eclogue of 
the Camel Driver, chose the name of 
Hassan. Our dress consisted of a frock 
and drawers of very coarse linen ; the 
frock being fastened round the waist 
by a red leathern girdle, about 4 in. 
broad. The head-dress was a handker- 
chief of mixed silk and cotton, coloured 
with broad stripes of alternate red, 
green, and yellow. This was doubled 
into a triangular form and thrown over 
the head, to which it was attached by 
ft double girdle of brown worsted rope. 
One eomer of the handkerchief hangs 
down over tha baek of the neck the 



other two cover the ears, and como 
down over the shoulders. When the 
weather is cold, the Arabs luck up. 
these corners under the chin, and cover 
the whole face with the exception of 
the eyes. Over all we had the woollen 
abba, which we had long worn, and 
which we procured at Yaffa. As re* 
gards arms, we had amongst us six 
muskets, one blunderbuss, five braces 
of pistols, and two sabres. Our money, 
consisting of small gold coins, was 
concealed in leathern belts round our 
waists next the skin. 

In the evening of the 6th of May, 
we left Jerusalem two hours before 
dark, our party consisting of eleven 
persons, all mounted. We slept at 
Bethlehem. 

Map 7. — At 8 A.M. we proceeded to 
** Solomon's Pools," and thence down 
the valley towards the Mountain of the 
Franks, which we ascended. We found 
it hollow on the top, with walls round 
it, and four towers, all much in ruins. 
This post is said to have been main- 
tained by the Franks forty years after 
the fall of Jerusalem. Though the 
place is too small ever to have con. 
tained one halt the number of men 
which- would have been requisite to 
make any stand in sui h a country ; 
and the ruins, though they may be 
those of a place once defended by 
Franks, appear to have had an earlier 
origin, as the architecture seems to be 
Roman. From the Mount of the 
Franks we could see part of the Dead 
Sea, and Kerek on the other side of 
it. We took the following bearings by 
compass : Abou Jane, a village on the 
right, between Bethlehem and the 
Frank Mountain, West. — Bethlehem, 
N.W.— St. Elias, N.N.W. 

We now proceeded to see the laby- 
rinth. On apj)roaching it, we left our 
horses at the rUins of a village called 
Hariatoon, and proceeded on foot, by 
the side of the cliffs on the southern 
side of a deep and picturesque ravine, 
to the mouth of the cav^e, which is 
entered by a long, winding, narrow 
passage, with small natural chambers 
or cavities on either side. We soon 
came to a large chamber, with natural 
arches of a great height ; from this 
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cbarober there were numerous passages 
leading in all directions, occasionally 
joined by others at right angles, and 
forming a perfect labyrinth, which our 
guides assured us had never been 
thoroughly explored, the people being 
afraid of losing themselves. The pas> 
sages were generally four feet high, by 
three feet wide, and were all on the 
same level. We saw but few petrifac- 
tions ; nevertheless, the grotto was 
perfectly clear, and the air pure and 
good. In the large chamber we found 
some broken pottery, by which it would 
9eem that this place had once been in- 
habited, probably it had served for a 
place of concealment. We observed a 
few English names written with char- 
coal. We now returned to the horses, 
and proceeded to the southward, to 
visit the ruins of Tekoa. They stand 
on a slight eminence, commanding seve- 
ral bursts of the Dead Sea^ and cover 
a considerable extent. This place was 
built by King Rehoboam.* We could 
not find the remains of any distinct 
temple or public edifice, though there 
are a few fragments of columns. From 
Tekoa we passed through a plain of 
cultivated land, and thence all the way 
to Hebron, through a much prettier 
country than that near Jerusalem, the 
fudea of the hills being richly studded 
with shrubs and dwarf trees in full 
verdure. The prickly oak, arbutus, 
and Scotch fir, were most abundant. 
About five o'clock we passed a village 
called Sipheer, by the side of a well- 
cultivated valley. There are about nine 
Roman sepulchral caves near this viL 
lage. From this point we crossed a 
rugged road into another plain, where 
are the ruins of a small convent, called 
by the Jews ** the House of Abraham." 
We now ascended considerably, and 
passing between numerous vineyards, 
with a watch-tower in each, (some of 
which appeared to be very ancient,) 
we reached Hebron at dusk. It appears 
by sacred history, that " Hebron was 
built seven years before Zoan in 
£gypt"t Josephus makes it not only 
older than Zoan, or Tanais, but also 



* * * He built even Bethlehem, and Etam, and 
Tekoa." 2 Cbron. xi. 6. 
t Numbers, ziiL 22. 



than Memphis. Here Abraham, Sarah, 
and Isaac died.* We had this day 
passed many camps of Arabs ; towards 
evening some of them invited us to pass 
the night in their tents. The Sheikh 
of Hebron received us very kindly. 
We were lodged in a small prayer-room 
attached to the khan ; it was furnished 
with mats and carpets for us, and we 
were presently served with a beverage 
we never before saw in the East, — 
" warm rice milk with sugar." It was 
handed round before coffee, and in the 
usual small cups. The Turks of Heb* 
ron having little intercourse with Ekiro- 
peans, are extremely jealous of Franks, 
not one of whom is allowed to live in 
the town, and I believe very few tra- 
vellers have ever visited it ; in conse-^ 
quence we found it impossible to gain 
admission into the mosque, in whidi is 
said to be the <* tomb of Abraham." 
The lower part of this building is very 
curious, evidently antique, being form- 
ed of great stones, some of whieh are 
upwards of twenty-five feet in length ; 
it has sixteen piksters on each nde, 
and eight at either end, without capitals, 
excepting a sort of ornamental summit 
which extends along the whole build- 
ing, and is a species of cornice. Above 
this is a continuation of modem ma^ 
sonry. The approach to the entrance 
of the edifice is by a long flight of steps 
between it and o&er ruined buildings 
which stand on its S.E. side. I ima- 
gine that the outside walls only inclose 
the court which surrounds tiie mosque^ 
and are not part of the mosque itself. 
The town of Hebron is not of large di- 
mensions, though its population is great. 
The country all round it is cultivated 
to a considerable extent The streets 
are winding, and the bouses unusually 
high. We visited a manufactory of 
glass lamps, which are exported to 
Egypt. We were told by the governor 
of Hebron, that there is a regidar party 
of pilgrims who set out from hence eveiy 
year, without any escort, depending 
entirely on their own strength. They 
arrange so as to fall in with the great 
Damascus hadj, near to, or at Mecca, 
which is at the distance of thirty days. 

* GeQeBte,xxiU. 2i xlU.ai, 
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From a merchant of Cairo we ascer- 
tained tlie existence of yast mins at 
Abdi, in the Desert to the south, about 
three days' distance. 

The first evening the governor of 
Hebron made no dUfionlty about our 
going to Wady Mousa, and Kerek, say- 
ing, ^ it was an easy matter, and he 
would undertake it." On the seventh, 
however, difficulties began. We visited, 
after dinner, the house of the Jewish 
priest. There are one hundred Jewish 
houses in Hebron ; we found their quar- 
ters excessively clean, and neatly white- 
washAd; that of the priest wasparticu- 
hirly so ; it had a very nice divan, and 
commanded a fine view of the country. 
The Jews were very civil, and offered us 
letters to the places we were going to. 
On our return to the khan, from visit- 
ing the synagogue, Mr. Bankes pre. 
sented a watch to the governor, who 
took it without making any remark at 
the time, but soon retired ; shortly 
after a messenger arrived to say» that 
the motsellim was not content with his 
present, and had given it to the Jewish 
priest. Soon, however, another person 
made his appearance, saying, they 
wished to arrange the bargain for pay- 
ing the guides, &c. Three hundred and 
fifty piastres were offered, but imme- 
diately rejected, as three thousand 
would have been at the first offer. 
After a second visit to the Jew's house, 
where we again found the governor, 
four hundred piastres were paid down, 
and we were to proceed the following 
morning. After supper, the governor 
called at the khan ; he appeared to be 
shuffling a good deal, altering the order 
in which the different plac^ were to 
be visited; but as he did not make any 
material change, still placing Wadp 
Mousa be/ore Kerek, we did not much 
care about it. He looked at all the 
firmansy boyourdees, &c., but did not 
appear to pay as much respect as is 
usual to the firman of the Grand Seig- 
nior. On observing Mr. Legh's Con- 
stantinople Tartar, he said, but in a 
good-humoured way, that a few years 
ago, if a Tartar had come to Hebron, 
he would have had his head cut off, 
but that it was not so now. We re- 
quested to proceed on our journey 



early in the morning, but he said that 
arrangements could not be made for 
our departure till an hour after sun- 
rise ; and soon afterwards left us. 

May 8. — The governor did not 
make his appearance till after eight 
o'clock, bringing with him the three 
men who were to be our conductors, 
and the Jewish priest. He was 
shortly after followed by his brother^ 
who had previously inquired in an 
indirect manner, why he had not re- 
ceived a present as well as his kins* 
man. Lastly came all the law officers, 
and heads of authorities. These, to- 
gether with the motsellim, advised us 
to go to Kerek direct, and not to Wady 
Mousa. The governor, however, told 
the guides that there were 400 pias- 
tres for them if they chose to take us ; 
but these people, who had, in all pro^ 
bability, previously received instruc- 
tions to the purpose, declined conduct- 
ing us. Finally, seeing there was no 
dealing' with such people, we mounted 
our horses and left the town. In jus- 
tice to the governor, it should be men- 
tioned that he not only returned the 
400 piastres but the watch also. When 
we had got outside the town we held a 
consultation together, and finding it 
impossible to proceed alone, without a 
guide to shew us the road, we sent 
into the town to say we would consent 
to visit Kerek, first, in the mean time 
we retired to a neighbouring olive- 
yard. Our messenger returned with 
word from the governor, "that he 
would have nothing at all to do with 
our concerns." A man on horseback 
offered to show us the road, and we 
accordingly proceeded with him, but 
had scarcely advanced half an hour, 
when two men came galloping and 
hallooing after us ; upon which we 
stopped in a com field, whilst we sent 
iVlr. Bankes' soldier, Mahommed, with 
them into the town, as the governor 
wished to communicate with us ; this 
was about mid^y. Towards two 
o'clock, Mahommed the Arab, who had 
accompanied us from Jerusalem, 
quitted us. About three o'clock Ma* 
hommed the soldier returned with one 
of the Jews, the sheikh having con- 
sented to send us to Kerek, with a 
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letter to Sheikh Yoasouf. He like- 
wise sent as a guide one of the Jella- 
been Arabs. lu return for this the 
motsellim demanded 300 piastres, or 
the watch and 200. The watch and 
150 were given, as the former was of 
more value than they imagined. Two 
rottbees (five piastres and a half) were 
given to the Jew, and he begged one 
for the governor's brother. A roubee 
is less than two shillings value. 

We now proceeded. The country 
was ugly enough, but tolerably well 
cultivated with corn. We passed 
several ruined sites. One of them, 
which they called Hagee, stands on a 
hill, and has a large squai^ building, 
which appeared partly perfect. We 
saw another on our right, and a co- 
lumn which was too far off to be 
visited. We afterwards passed two 
Roman excavated tombs, with porti- 
coes in front, not very interesting. 
There are two ruined sites near them, 
to one of which they probably belonged. 
About five o'clock we reached a well, 
where we gave our horses water, as 
the camp where we were to sleep was 
ill-provided. They called this well 
«* Al.baid f there are two pools. One 
is small with green water, the other a 
fountain in the rock. There iS' an 
ancient site N.W. of it, with a wall of 
large construction, and some good 
masonry. There are slanting pas- 
sages cut in the rock, leading to caves 
which have probably served for tombs. 

We reached a Jellaheen camp of 
thirty tents about dusk. It was situ- 
ated on the summit of a hill, an un- 
usual position, as they generally pitch 
their camps in valleys. The harems, 
or parts of each tent allotted to the 
women, were covered in front, and 
they all appeared carefully veiled. We 
found these people extremely poor in 
appearance, though they had plenty of 
sheep, goats, and camels. The camp 
was placed in a desert country, the 
cultivated land having ceased about 
the well Al-baid. We had mutton for 
supper, but were obliged to find our 
own coffee. An Arab journeyman 
tailor arrived, and was employed mak- 
ing coats of sheep-skins, which he dyed 
red with ochre, or some such substance. 



These people said that in years of scar- ' 
city they retired to Egjrpt. Our 
course from Hebron to this camp was 
in a south-easterly direction. 

May 9. — We wished to make a 
bargain with the Jellaheens to con* 
duct us to Wady Mousa. But nothing 
would induce them to consent. After 
much bargaining, they agreed to take 
us to Kerek, if we would give seventy* 
five piastres to the chief, and fifty to 
the five guides, who were to accom- 
pany us with muskets. Though these 
people had for a long time refused to 
accept this sum, they all, when it was 
agreed to, began fighting who should 
go. After we had descended from the 
camp, we offered 500 piastres if they 
would conduct us to Wady Mousa ; 
but nothing could induce them to con- 
sent. They said they would not go if 
we would give them 5000 piastres ! 
observing, that money was of no use 
to a man if he lost his life,, and that 
the people of Wady Mousa were a 
treacherous and cruel race, and always 
attacked strangers by firing at them 
from rocky eminences, which conceal- 
ing the hostile party gave the others 
no chance. Seeing that all our endea- 
vours were fruitless, we ceased to 
press the subject. We left the camp 
about eight, and at nine we arrived at 
a well where we watered our horses. 
We remained here about half an hour 
and then proceeded, when our con- 
ductors began their tricks, by saying 
they would go no further unless we 
gave them 500 piastres, the sum which 
we had offered if they would conduct 
us to Wady Mousa. After much alter- 
cation, seeing that nothing would bring 
them to reason, we said we would go 
alone, which they defied us to do. We, 
however, left them, taking a course in 
the desert about S.E. by the compass, 
and trusting to our good fortune to 
meet with some Arabs or tent« in our 
way. We had proceeded in this man- 
ner till eleven o'clock, when one of 
the guides appeared in the rear, wav- 
ing his turbui^ and making all possible 
signs for us to stop. In about half an 
hour two of them joined as. We were 
greatly rejoiced to see these people 
return, but affected to b^ qnite in^* 
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ferent about it, to prevent further 
roguery. We now proceeded a little 
more to the south, and about mid-day 
had, from a slight emineuce to the left 
of the road, a fine view of the south- 
ern extremity of the Dead Sea, toge- 
ther with the back-water and plain at 
the end of it. The lake Asphaltes ap- 
peared not to be nearly so long as is 
usually supposed, or as all the ancient 
authors have made it out to be. We 
now began a continued descent into 
A deep, barren valley, and did not get 
to the bottom till near five o'clock, 
passing with considerable difficulty 
over a path so ragged, barren, and full 
of great stones, that we were obliged 
to lead our horses. At last we reached 
the ruins of an old Turkish fort^ stand- 
ing on a single rock to the left of the 
road ; to the right there is a pool of 
green water, fit only for horses, but of 
which we were glad to drink, although 
an old man was stripped and washing 
himself in the middle of it at the time. 
Beyond the fort, on the same side of 
the road, the cliff is excavated at a 
eonsiderable height with loop-holes, 
possibly meant for a post whence a 
sentinel might see all passengers, and 
apprise those in the castle of their 
approach. It would appear that this 
was a sort of ** barrier,'* where duties 
were levied on the passers-by ; they 
call the place £1 2iOwar. From hence 
we passed through a pretty, gravelly 
ravine, with bushes of the acacia, and 
a tree bearing a small stone fruit, 
resembling in taste a dried apple ; the 
Arabs call it ** doom," though it is a 
very different tree from the doom 
palm. About six we entered the great 
plain at the end of the Dead Sea ; for 
about a quarter of an hour we passed 
a few bushes, but afterwards found the 
soil sandy and perfectly barren. On 
our right we had a continued hill of a 
sandy soil, running in a S.E. and 
N.W. direction towards the middle of 
the plain. At dark we stopped for the 
night in. a ravine at the side of this 
hill, much against the wishes of our 
guides, who strongly urged the want 
of water, and the dread of the dytch. 
maan, as inducements to make us pro- 
We collected a quantity of 



wood which the Dead Sea had thrown 
up at high-water mark, and endea- 
voured to make a lire in order to bake 
bread, as we had flour. The wood 
was, however, so impregnated with 
salt, that all our efforts to light it were 
unavailing, and we contented ourselves 
with drinking the flour and water 
mixed, which, though not yery palat- 
able, served to appease our hunger* 
All night our guides, not being able 
through fear to sleep themselvesj 
endeavoured to prevent us from sleep- 
ing by alarms of the dytchmaan. On 
the 10th, at the very dawn of day, we 
proceeded across the phiin ; for the 
first half hour we had still the sand 
hill on our right. We found, beside 
the saline appearance left by the 
retirmg of the waters, several large 
fragments of clear rock-salt lying on 
the ground, and, on examining the hill, 
we found it composed partly of salt 
and partly of hardened sand. In many 
instances the salt was hanging from 
cliffs in clear perpendicular points, 
like icicles ; and we observed nume- 
rous strata of that material of consi- 
derable thickness, having very little 
sand mixed with it. Strabo mentions, 
** that to the southward of the Dead 
Sea there are towns and cities built 
entirely of salt ;" and although such 
an account seems strange, yet when 
we contemplated the scene before u% 
it did not appear very improbable. 
The torrents, during the rainy season, 
had brought down immense masses of 
salt, and we observed that the strata 
were generally in perpendicuUr lines« 
Leaving this hill, the plain opens con- 
siderably to the south, and is bounded 
at the distance of about eight miles by 
a sandy cliff, from 60 to 80 feet in 
height, which runs directly across and 
closes the valley of El-Ghor, thus ' 
fonning a margin for the uttermost 
limits of the Dead Sea to the south* # 
ward. We were told that the plain 
on the top of this range of cliffs con- 
tinues the whole way to Mecca* It 
appeared to us that the mountains to 
the westward of the Dead Sea gradu- 
ally decreased their height to the 
southward, while those to the eastward 
continued to preserve the same altitude 
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tt far as the eje oould reach, and 
appeared to be of a reddish colour, 
resembling granite. Leaving the salt 
hill, our track led for an hoar and a 
half across the barren flats of the 
back-water, now left dry by the effects 
of evaporation. We passed six drains 
into that part more contiguous to the 
sea, where the water still remains ; 
some were wet and still draining, 
others were dry. These had a strong 
marshy smell, similar to that usually 
arising from the muddy flats in salt 
water harbours, but by no means more 
unpleasant. I imagine this to hare 
given rise to the reports of the ancients, 
as to the disagreeable smell of the 
waters of the Dead Sea. The water 
on the main body of the lake is per- 
fectly free from any > smell whatever. 
We now entered into a very prettily 
wooded country, with high rushes and 
marshes ; leaving these, the variety of 
bushes and wild plants became very 
great, some of the bitter were rare and 
-of remarkable appearance. Occasion- 
ally we met with specimens such as 
none of our party had ever seen 
before ; a botanist would have had a 
fine treat in this delightful spot. 
Amongst the trees which we knew, 
were various species of the acacia, 
and in some instances we met with 
the dwarf mimosa ; we saw also the 
doom mentioned before, the tamarisk, 
and the plant which we saw in Nubia, 
and which Norden ealls ** the oschar." 
There was one curious tree which we 
observed in great numbers, and which 
bore a fruit in bunches, resembling 
in appearance the currant, with the 
colour of tlie plum ; it has a pleasant 
though strong aromatic taste, resem* 
bling mustard, and, if taken in any 
quautity, produces a similar irritability 
in the nose and eyes. The leaves of 
this tree have the same pungent flavour 
• as the fruit, though not so strong. We 
think it probable that this is the tree 
our Saviour alluded to in the parable 
of the mustard seed, and not the 
mustard plant, which is to be found in 
the north ; for although in our journey 
from Bysan to Adjeloun we met with 
the mustard plant growing wild, as 
high as our horses' heads, still, being 



an annual, it did not deserve the a|>pei- 
lation of a tree ; whereas the other is 
really such, and birds might easily, 
and actually do, take shelter under its 
shadow. We passed the wild cotton 
plant amongst an infinity of others 
that we neither knew how to name or 
describe. In about half an hour we 
arrived at the little river, which is 
marked in the map, and improperly 
placed as the Futlet ; the people UM 
us it was the << Nahr^l-Hussan/' or 
horse river ; there was plenty of com 
cultivated in the open grounds, be- 
tween the bushes. Our guides tokl us 
not to talk, lest we should be disco- 
vered by the natives : but this was 
what we wanted, in order to get some, 
thing to eat, the flour and water of 
the preceding night not having been 
veiy satisfying. We soon met some 
of the natives taking in the harvest ; 
they were a wild-looking people, and 
wore leathern aprons reaching to the 
shoulders, a dress we had never before 
seen ; they addressed us with great 
civility, and on our telling them we 
were soldiers of the Aga of Jaffa, going 
to Kerek, they said they wished that 
more would come amongst them, as 
they were much oppressed by the 
Bedouin Arabs, whom they described 
as a bad set of people, caring neither 
for God nor the saints. They took us 
to their bivouac in the thicket, say^ 
ing that their village was some way 
off, and that they were only Femain> 
ing here to take in the harvest. They 
gave us some doom, dried and pounded 
into a sort of coarse meal and mixed 
with butter ; we found it exceedingly 
good ; about half- an hour afterwards 
they brought us bread, butter, and 
milk. We were annoyed here with 
large horse-flies, which were in great 
numbers, and some of our animals 
were streaming with blood from their 
bite. We were told at Kerek, that 
these flies were " a plague sent by the 
Almighty at the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah." These people are 
called Ghorneys, and differ materially, 
both in manner and appearance, from 
the Arabs, as well as from the natives 
of the towns ; they adhere to one place 
of abode, and cultivate the hmd in itt 
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▼icipit^r. They^ do not live in tents 
like the Arabs, but build huts of reeds, 
rashes, and canes ; they construct 
their buildings contiguous to each other, 
and form their villages in the shape of 
a square, with only one entrance for 
the cattle, which are thereby prevented 
from straggling, and are kept more 
eoUeoted for protection during the 
night. These people treated us very 
hospitably, which they would naturally 
do, taking us to be soldiers of so power- 
ful a ruler as Mahommed Aga ; but 
we never heard any other than a bad 
chamcter of them ever after. Before 
we left them, they threshed out, with 
great sticks, some com for our horses. 
The women commenced the labour, 
but as they could not work and hide 
their faces at the same time, the men 
dismissed them and did the work them- 
selves. When about to take our leave, 
we offered them a handsome reward 
for what we had had, but they abso- 
lutely refused, and held out for a good 
quarter of an hour, notwithstanding 
ail our entreaties ; at last we threw 
the money amongst them, when a 
most furious battle took place about 
the mode of sharing it. We could 
not refrain from b&ughing most heartily 
at so odd a scene, and at eleven 
left ihem fighting and beating each 
other most furiously. We now crossed 
the Houssan ; our horses.smarting from 
the bites of the unmerciful flies, quietly 
laid down in the middle of the stream, 
leaving us no alternative but to dis- 
mount and walk out. We proceeded 
along the foot of the mountains which 
bound the east side of the plains, and 
contm«ed doing so till near five in the 
afternoon, our track being rugged and 
barren in the extreme, with innumer- 
able fragments of red and grey granite ; 
grey, red, and black porphyry ; ser- 
pentine stone ; beautiful black bazalt, 
breccia, and many other kinds of stone 
scattered tn every direction, all frag- 
ments from the neighbouring moun- 
tains. It may be presumed that from 
this neighbourhood the ancients pro- 
curedmaterials for the numerous hand- 
some columns which one finds in Syria, 
and which now adorn the Turkish 
baths, mosques^ &o. Ooi^ two com- 



panions made a collection ci all the 
specimens they met with ; some of 
these were beautiful, and well adapted 
for vases or other ornaments. We 
found that the chain of mountains 
under which we were passing was 
chiefly composed of sand-stone and bad 
marble. At five, we had reached the 
tongue of Umd which lies between the 
south end of the Dead Sea and its 
back-water, and from hence we began 
to ascend the hills on our right. At 
six we stopped in a beautiful shady 
ravine, watered by the river «EJ-Dara," 
whose banks are covered in profusion 
with the pafan, acacia, aspine, and 
oleander, in full flower and beauty, 
perfuming the whole place, and ren- 
dering it a most delightful spot, par- 
ticularly when contrasted with the 
desert appearance of the neighbour- 
hood. I will Iiere insert the relative 
distances of the principal objects we 
passed this day. Two hours and a 
half from the western ciifl* of the Gfaor 
to Rahk, the first salt-water drain ; 
half an hour to Szafye, or Ahsa, the 
Nahr-el-Hussan ; three hours from 
Saphy to the Honey river, Nahr-eU 
Assel; from thence two hours to Mare; 
and two more to El-Dara, where we 
passed the night. 

Map 7. — This moming,short1yaftaT 
the rising of the sun, we began to 
ascend the mountain ; the road was 
very rugged and stony, with hardly a 
vestige of vegetation. The rocks were 
of a dark-coloured sand-stone. On our 
left there was a deep ravine. Three 
men shouted from a height, and asked 
where we were going to 1 — they had 
only one musket About eight o'clock 
we reached a commanding point, where 
the road turns in its ascent ; here we 
had an excellent bird's«ye view of the 
south end of the Dead Sea and the 
back-water. The time which we ex- 
pended in taking a sketch of it, enabled 
the men who had hailed us to come 
up; two were blacks; they accosted 
us very roughly, and examined us 
attentively. They were armed ; but 
still we were as strong as they were. 
Mr. Bankes, Captain Irby, and I, had 
only our Christian Arab servant with 
U3>— JMr. Legh and his party having 



110 



A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 



[chap. tii. 



gone on before: the strangers remained 
witli us. As soon as the sketch was 
fished we began to ascend to join the 
rest of our party, and in our way were 
mrpriscd by seeing five other men 
armed with muskets, peeping from 
behind a rock at some distance from 
the road ; after hesitating a moment, 
they came forward, and questioned us 
us to where we were from, the place 
of our destination, &c. By this time 
we had joined Mr. Legh and the rest 
of the party; and having satisfied the 
curiosity of these people, we proceeded 
on our journey. 

Our road now was on a sort of terrace 
scarped out on the side of a romantic 
ravine. Vast fragments, each as large 
as an ordinarily sized house, which 
had been detached from the sides of 
the precipices, were lying below in 
confused heaps ; some were only just 
cracked off, and not yet fallen. About 
a quarter of an hour after meeting the 
strangers, we came to a small pool of 
water, under an olive tree ; here some 
of the same . men we had left behind 
came up with us again, and called out 
loudly to us to come and eat bread 
with them; but as we did not like their 
appearance or conduct, the rest being 
visible in the distance, running to join 
their comrades, we continued our 
route. As we advanced, we found 
ourselves among corn fields with cattle 
grazing in the valley on our left, 
through which the river Souf SafFa 
runs towai'ds the Dead Sea. We 
observed the ancient mill^ourses, but 
the river itself was hid by the richness 
of the vegetation on its banks ; the 
purple oleander was in full blossom. 
The castle of Kerek now opened on 
our view, but not any part of the 
town, as it lay behind the castle. The 
ruins of the castle on this side, that 
is the N.W., present two principal 
features ; a great mass at the south 
angle of the town, and, more towards 
the north, a great building called the 
Seraglio of Meleh^-daher. Between 
these two is the only gate of entrance 
on this western side. It is merely a 
plain, narrow arch, with an Arabic 
inscription over it, erected at the 
mouth of a natural cavern, or passage 



in the rock, which leads with a winding 
course through a high ridge of the 
natural rock, and has thus been made 
to serve as the principal avenue to the 
fortress. The entrance thus formed 
has a very singular effect. High as 
the town is placed, it is commanded 
on every side. In our approach we 
descended a little into the narrow 
valley at the foot of the castle hill, 
where runs a stream with a narrow 
line of gardens on its banks, in which 
we observed olives, pomegranates, 
figs, and vegetables. The ascent from 
hence is steep and toilsome : we all 
dismounted. Entering at the cavern 
gate already described, we found our- 
selves within the walls, with the 
seraglio on our left hand ; the houses 
do not come very close upon that part 
of the fortification, though there are 
ruins and foundations everywhere, 
seeming to announce a greater popu« 
lation formerly. There are also the 
remains of a mosque with pointed 
arches, and an octagonal minaret, 
with a band of black stone carried 
round it : the whole is much in ruins. 
Over the door-way is a pointed horse- 
shoe arch, like that at the khan at 
Bysan; and amongst the ornaments is 
the cup repeated several times. The 
houses are of one story, terrace roo£ed, 
and so constructed that the roof at 
the back is, in many of them, not 
above the level of tiie ground; in 
many instances you may pan over 
the houses, even on horseback, with- 
out being aware of it ; some have a 
little court before them. The prin- 
cipal chamber in the best buildings 
has two arches thrown across it, on 
which rest the rafters, not squared, 
and very smoky. A small hole in 
the centre serves as a vent for the 
smoke ; and immediately under it, in 
the centre of the room, is a circular 
hearth with a rim raised round it. In 
the recesses between the opening of 
the arches are raised platforms which 
serve as shelves ; the»e are also recep- 
tacles for com, with bong^ioles, in the 
manner of casks, for taking it out. 
The walls are daubed with rude paint- 
ings in red and black : we observed 
particularly an attempt to represent a 
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horseman, and, in another instance, a 
kneeling camel, with a man mounting 
it. There is not a vestige of antique 
work in the castle; hut, considered as 
Mahommedan architecture, it is good, 
especially at the south end, where the 
rock has been cut down in order to 
detach the ridge from the hill to which 
it was by nature joined. Two sides 
ftre left standing across this artificial 
ravine in the manner of Walls. The 
most remarkable thing that we ob- 
serred was a Christian church within 
the circuit of this part of the castle; 
it is Yery ill constructed with small 
stones; an<} some pillars are laid 
liorizontially into the masonry, form- 
ing quite a contrast to the Mahom- 
roediui work, which is of large, well 
cut Stones, laid in regular courses. 
This church has small narrow win- 
dows, and a circular end and arched 
fron^ resembling that at Tiberias, 
which is called the house of St. Peter, 
but which is evidently posterior to 
the first Mahommedan conquest, as 
there is an Arabic inscription built 
upside down into the present walls. 
It is probable, therefore, that both 
are the works of crusaders ; and as 
Godfrey de Boulogne took Kerek, and 
called it Mens Regalis, it is probable 
he or some of his successors may have 
built this church. There are remains 
of paintings of large groups of figures 
on the stuccoed walls; one seems to 
have represented a king in armour; 
another the martyrdom of some saint; 
luid there is an impei*fect inscription 
with letters of the Gothic form. The 
castle seems to be more ancient than 
jthe church. We found a few rem- 
nants of antiquity ; a small column of 
deep^M>lonred red granite, well polished 
bat ill shaped; another of grey granite; 
»nd not far from it, close to a well, a 
great wing sculptured in basso-relievo, 
bearing much resemblance to those 
which we had seen attached to the 
globe in Egyptian buildings. We 
eonld form no conjecture what it 
originally had been ; there was no 
trace of a globe ; possibly it was the 
wing of a Roman eagle ; its length 
was 7 ft., and ita breadth 4. Near 
the mosque are three capitals, re- 



sembling no regular order of archi- 
tecture, but similar to some which we 
saw at Hamah. We found two Greek 
inscriptions, but neither of them inte- 
resting. The place is well supplied 
with water by numerous cisterns. 
Siieikh Yousouf was absent at a camp 
about half a day distant, passing the 
honey-moon with a young Arab wife 
he had just married ; but we were 
very well received by Abdel Khader, 
his son. Few questions were asked, 
and we excited less attention than 
might have been expected. There 
was a merchant from Damascus pre- 
sent, and another from Hebron. The 
women here do not keep out of sight, 
nor cover their faces at all ; the ut- 
most they ever conceal is the point 
of the chin. We sat and conversed 
familiarly with several of them. We 
and our horses were well fed for no- 
thing. Amongst our company was a 
man who represented himself as a 
great traveller ; he had been to Tri- 
poli, Aleppo, Mardyn, and Cyprus ; 
he had never been to Constantinople, 
and said he had no desire to go there, 
because he had heard that a man 
could not beat out his pipe without 
burning the house down; and that 
justice was so strictly administered, 
that persons ran the risk of having 
their heads cut off while they were 
talking in the streets. It was also an 
instance of the liberty of speech in 
these remote comers, in our traveller 
saying, "that people respected the 
sultan because it was their interest to 
do so, on account of commerce, &c.; 
but as to the pashas, they were no 
better than themselves, and that it 
was a degradation to stand in a 
humiliating posture with the head 
stooped, and the hands hidden, before 
one of them; when here, a man might 
loll at his ease in his own house, and 
stand or lie in whatever posture he 
pleased." Indeed, few of the people 
in the place appeared to know even 
the name of the present sultan. We 
were invited to dine one day at a 
Turk's house, and were treated to a 
boiled sheep, without bread, or any- 
thing but the meat itself; this custom 
we fii-st observed at Szalt, and to our 
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great annoyance found that it was the 
same on the east side of the Dead 
Sea, &c. ; not only amongst the Arabs, 
but in the towns and villages. 

It appears that the Wahabees made 
an attempt on Kerek, and were en- 
camped for several days on the heights 
south of the town ; one of them was 
sent in to parley; and the inhabitants 
boast of having killed about forty of 
tbem, from the loop-holes of the castle, 
with their muskets. 

May 13.— Towards the evening, 
Sheikh Yousoof arrived without his 
bride ; he was a fine looking old man, 
apparently nearly sixty years of age; he 
bod lost his front teeth, and his beard 
was white. Upon being told the mo- 
tive of our travelling in these moun- 
tains, he asked rather roughly ** whether 
this was the country of our fathers ;** 
but we soon found him to be a plain, 
blunt honest old man, of very few words. 
Only one roan in the town could read, 
and he was the Greek priest. He read 
to Yousouf the letter from Sheikh 
Eysah of Hebron, without which we 
have reason to think we should have 
had a much colder reception. It ap- 
peal's that the governor of Jerusalem 
deceived us, and never wrote to Kerek 
at all. We got the Greek priest to 
assist us in arranging the business with 
Yousouf, and as we had for once to deal 
with an honest man, we had not much 
trouble ; for, in fact, the negotiations 
the next morning were hardly closed, 
before the horses were ordered to be 
in readiness. Four hundred piastres 
were paid down as the price of a safe 
conduct through several places, speci- 
0ed in a list, as far as Wady Mousa, 
to the south, and Szalt, to the north ; 
but the old man could not undertake 
to free us from some incidental tributes 
on the road. Yousouf pledged himself 
to accompany us through the whole 
journey. 

During our stay at Kerek, we saw 
the dowry of a young woman going to 
be married paid at the sheikh's house; 
it amounted to about one hundred pias- 
tres, in white Constantinople money. 
This I believe was only what she was 
to wear as her head ornament, as the 
ladies here decorate ^eir foreheads 



with dollars and different kinds of 
money ; sometimes the coins hang 
down to both ears, and must be a 
great weight. The amount of a dowi^ 
is, in some instances, as high as four 
purses 1 

There are about as many Christian 
inhabitants in Kerek as Turks; the 
former boast of being the strongest 
and bravest; and are able to prodace 
four hundred men bearing arras ; they 
are on very good terms with the Turks, 
and appear to enjoy equal freedom 
with &em. It was said, that at the 
time of the French invasion in 1799, 
there was a project for disarming the 
Christians and driving them out, which 
the present sheikh prevented. We 
saw, and were recognised by several 
of the suspicious people we had met 
on our road the day of our arrival; 
they asked us why we did not stop to 
eat with them! but their suspicious 
conduct, and the manner in which tbey 
first came upon us, looked as if they 
meant no good. 

May 14. — In the afternoon we set 
out from Kerek to the southward ; we 
descended into the ravine which sur* 
rounds the place, having the main body 
of the castle close on our right hand, 
the base of which is here a slantbg 
casing of the rocks as at Horns, Alep- 
po, &c. Hence we passed up the side 
of a narrow ravine to its very end. 
On each side there are caverns and 
wrought tombs. In one of these, which 
had externally all the appearance of a 
natural grotto, we observed places for 
sarcophagi ; it is probable that the 
whole is the burying-place of the 
ancient town. In this ravine is a 
spring of water, with a small Turkish 
building. 

Here we were joined by an Arab 
from Djebal, who had been forced 
away by the Wahabees, and bad lived 
and served with them. Almost all his 
fello w-townsmen had been put to death. 
He had been upwards of a month at 
Dareyah, their capital, which he de> 
scribed as being larger than Kerek. 
The houses, he said, are all built with 
mud, and the fortifications are formed 
of mud and palm trees ; there are 
cannon on the walls, and aa immessa 
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treasure buried and concealed. He 
said that the Waliabees greatly prefer 
silver to gold, for which no reason was 
given. He confirmed the story of their 
horses being fed, at times, entirely on 
camel's milk. He was mounted on one 
of these horses, a light leggy animal, 
very different in appearance from 
those of the Arabs ; he seemed to think 
tlie Wahabee sect very general, and 
said, jokingly, that Sheikh Yousouf 
was one, which the otlier denied with 
apparent horror. 

We ascended into a country of 
downs, with verdure so close as to 
appear almost turf, and with corn 
fields at intervals ; there were not 
many rocks, though the surface was 
sprinkled over with stones. In an 
hour and a half we reached a camp 
belonging to the people of Kerek,under 
Sheikh Ismayel, Yousoufs youngest 
son. After taking some leban (sour 
milk) and bread, we proceeded to the 
N.W., about a mile across some com 
land, to a ruined village called Ma- 
hanna. The ruins are mostly those of 
ordmary buildings, but it is evident 
that one of them had been a Christian 
church. Another ruined site to the 
westward was called Dgellgood. The 
following ruined sites are visible from 
this point — Machad. Arti-Musshut, 
(which is the single building supposed 
to be the tomb of Abou-Taleb,) Har- 
nahta or Mote, Toor, Howeeh, and 
Marrowhich. We now went due east 
for an hour to Medin, from whence we 
could see the following ruined sites, 
most of them on slight eminences — 
Imriega, E. by N., Hadad, Shirsee, 
Behlanah, Suhi, and Nehkill ; in short, 
the whole of the line plains in this 
quarter are covered with sites of towns, 
on every eminence or spot convenient 
for the construction of one ; and, as 
all the land is capable of rich cultiva- 
tion, there can be little doubt that this 
country, now so deserted, once pre- 
sented a continued picture of plenty 
and fertility. Having finished our sur- 
vey of the neighbouring ruins, we re- 
turned to Ismayel's camp, where we 
slept. 

May 15. — This morning we were off 
before sun- rise ; the same downs con- 



tinued, with numerous Arab camps in 
various directions, the ruined sites 
being still visible in all directions. In 
about a quarter of an hour we came 
to the site of Hamahta or Mote, which 
last name, signifying death, it acquired 
from the circumstance of all its inha- 
bitants having been exterminated by 
Abou Taleb, whose supposed tomb, 
<< Musshut," is a building upon arches, 
standing in a small inclosure, less than 
half a mile distant to the W.S.W. 
Near this spot is a Roman mile-stone, 
inscribed in Latin, the number of miles 
is thirteen, but the rest of the inscrip- 
tion is indistinct. In about a qu&rter 
of an hour from Mote we reached the 
tomb of Sheikh Jaffa ; here the Ma- 
hommedans of our party alighted, and 
entered the tomb to pray. Mahom- 
med, the soldier, reported, that within 
there are two dark granite columns, 
well polished. 

A quarter of an hour farther w& 
reached the camp of Sheikh Sahlem, 
who commands, or has influence, at 
Djebal, and over all the country as f&v 
as Shobek. This man asked us two 
hundred piastres instead of thirty, 
which old Yousouf said was all he 
would require. We refused it, and 
Sahlem persisting, we mounted and 
retired to a distance. Upon our leav- 
ing the tent he expressed a wish "that 
we might be struck with lightning be- 
fore we reached Kerek," and added, 
" that had not Sheikh Yousouf been 
present with us, he would have had 
our money by force." Finding, how- 
ever, that he did not follow us, we sent 
back to offer one hundred and fifty 
piastres ; the bargain was struck, and 
the money counted into his hands. He 
mounted his horse, and accompanied 
us, together with his son, a fine young 
man. In about half an hour he brought 
us to another large camp of his tribe, 
of thirty-three tents. Having remained 
here a short time, we proceeded, unat. 
tended, about two miles off, to visit 
the ruins of Dettrass. At the foot of 
the hill are many cisterns ; the ruins 
are indistinct and of no interest, except 
three piles of buildings, which appear 
to be of Roman architecture ; one was 
evidently a temple ,* the others, though. 
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large, are so much ruined that it is 
impossible to ascertain what they had 
originally been. While we were ex- 
amining these ruins, the people from 
the neighbouring camps flocked round 
ns in considerable numbers, but were 
rery civil. We returned to' our camp 
ip the evening, and observing that all 
the old women, and many of the young 
ones, had their cheeks covered with 
blood and scratches, we inquired the 
reason, when they told us they had 
mourned the day before for a death in 
one of the harems. 

May 16. — We recovered the track 
which we had quitted, where it falls 
into a deep ravine, which has steep, 
yocky sides. At the extremity, where 
we turned out of this track to follow a 
more rapid descent into the Wady-el- 
Ahsa, we saw upon our left hand, on 
the height, the remains of an ancient 
fortress, which seems to have com- 
manded the pass. It is of dry masonry 
and large stones, and is no doubt 
antique. They give it the name of 
i^coujah. As we proceeded down- 
wards, there was on our right hand a 
great quantity of lava and black vol- 
canic matter, which seem to have 
issued from the side of the neighbour- 
ing ridge of mountains. We presently 
reached tlie little rivulet called El- 
Ahsa at the bottom of the ravine. It 
has in some parts cut out for itself a 
very deep channel in the rock, and 
there are occasionally some small pic- 
turesque water-falls, from 10 to 15 feet 
in height. The oleander, as usual 
upon the banks of most streams in 
this country, was in great beauty and 
{trofusion. From hence we began to 
ascend a steeper acclivity than that 
we had come down. It is observable 
that the sides of this valley £1-Asha 
are more destitute of verdure than the 
plains above. We continued our 
course up a slanting hollow, in which 
we noticed the stones gathered into 
heaps, and converted into fences, in a 
manner which seemed to denote an 
abandoned cultivation, and we observed 
a field or two of corn near a little 
spring. A little further, upon the 
point of a sort of promontory of high 
land timt stands between the fork of 



two valleys, are the ruins of a small 
but rich building. Little or nothing 
is left entire, and the fragments are 
lying around in confusion. There are 
rich arabesque borders of vines and 
foliage, much in the taste of Diode- 
tian*s buildings at Palmpa, or the tri- 
umphal arch. The capitals are not of 
any regular order, but fanciful, and 
loaded with ornaments. The execu- 
tion is sharp and neat. The temple 
appears to have fronted S.S.W., and 
there were apparently four semi- 
columns attached to the front wall, 
3 feet 5 inches in diameter. Amongst 
the fragments are pieces of columns 
of a smaller size. Near this there are 
other vestiges of buildings, but nothing 
that gives reason to suppose there ever 
was a town. The great dark mass of 
volcanic matter which we passed, 
bears from these ruins N.N.E., itis 
called Elabahn, which is also the 
name of a clear spring issuing from 
the rock a httle south of it. There 
are old mill-courses in the low ground. 
The ascent still continued for a short 
distance, when we reached the level of 
the high plain in a S.S.W. direction. 
There were reapers at work, who in- 
formed us that the chief persons of 
the town of Djebal were encamped at 
no great distance. This induced oar 
two sheikhs to turn to the southward, 
out of the great track, towards the 
encampment. At one in the afternoon 
we reached a camp of thirty-three 
tents. A feeble attempt was made 
here to extort money from us under 
pretext that the sheikh was independ- 
ent. Upon our mentioning our inten- 
tion of visiting their village, Djebal, 
which was two hours ilistant, objec- 
tions were raised against our doing 
so. We therefore left it till our 
return. There were some specimens 
of volcanic stone in the valley near 
the camp, but not in any great quan- 
tity. Near this place we visited some 
uninteresting ruins called £1-Hagre. 
Some person in the camp secreted a 
spy-glass which had dropped from 
Mr. Bankes' pocket. After confessing 
that it had been found, and was in the 
camp, they attempted to force him to 
give an extravagant reward. This was 
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obstinately refused, and by the iuter- 
ventiou of Sheikh Yousouf it was at 
length restored on the payment of two 
rubees. 

May 17. — After we had set out, 
Daottd,a relation of the Sheikh of Kerek, 
missed his sword, and rode back for it, 
but the I'ogues refused to i*e8tore it to 
liim. Passing to the southward, in 
about half an lK>ar we saw the village 
of Bsaida about a mile distant. About 
and beyond this village tliere' are hang- 
ing woods of some extent, but the 
trees are small and stunted. From 
hence, in thi'ee hours, the descent be- 
coming more considerable as we ad* 
Vauced, we reached the ruins which 
are called Glianiudel. They are situ- 
ated on the sloite of a hill, and their 
extent is very considerable. Towards 
the centre of the ruins are the remains 
of two i)arallel rows of columns, of 
which three arc standing in one ix>w, 
and two in the other. Their diameter 
is *2 feet. None liave capitals. There 
are also, near to. this spot, fragments 
of columns of 3 feet diameter. The 
capitals appear to have been of bad 
Doric. A spring of water runs close 
below these ruins from Gharundel. 
Wo passed up a valley to an Arab 
camp^ They were Bedouins of the 
tribe of Hadjeyah. While we were 
eatuig with these people, there was an 
alarm of an enemy having made an 
attempt to carry off some of their 
flocks. The women cried out and 
waved their scarfs from the top of the 
hill. We rode up but saw nothine of 
the robbers. Our road was now S. W., 
and a white line in the desert, at a 
distance to tlie left, as far as the eve 
could reach, was pointed out as the 
hadi road to Mecca. We noticed three 
dark volcanic summits, very distin- 
guisliable from the sand. 'J'he lava 
that had sti'eamed from them forms a 
sort of ishind in the plain. Close on 
tlie right of the road was another vol- 
canic mount, covered with scoriae of a 
reddish colour and extremely light. 
There was much black porous stone 
below it Soon after we found an 
ancient Roman highway paved with 
bUck stone. The edges, and a line 
iown the middle, were paved pretty 



regulai*ly. On the right, at intervals 
of about a mile and a half, are ruins 
of square stone buildings. In one of 
them there was a cistern. They were 
probably intended for the use of tra- 
vellers. Proceeding in a direction 
parallel to this road, we saw towards 
the S.W. a large mass of ruins, called 
El-Gaig, they offered no objects of 
interest. We found three mile-stones ; 
the last only was erect. All the in- 
scriptions were effaced by time and 
the climate. From one of these stones 
we turned off, about 'a mile from the 
road, to examine some buildings, but 
found them Turkish. One had an Ara- 
bic inscription over the door, which 
appeared ancient. Some crosses were 
scrawled about the door, and these 
signs are three times repeated +Aii. 
Seeing some Arabs in the distance to 
the south, we rejoined our compa- 
nions, who had advanced just a Roman 
mile on the road, and were waiting at 
another mile-stone. We followed the 
road till we came to the edge of a deep 
vale. Here we deviated to the right 
and descended, the original road con- 
tinuing straight on the height. At the 
S^W. end of the vale rises a hill, upon 
which stands "Showbec," like a gigan- 
tic mound. At its foot the ground is 
terraced out into gardens, and thickly 
planted with figs, now in full leaf. 
There are numerous caves in the side 
of the hill. Nearly at the bottom of 
the descent we passed a sheikh's tomb, 
called ** Abou Soliman." Then pass- 
ing a ravine, we approached the town 
on its N.E. side by a zig-zag path, 
which seems to be the only one lead- 
ing to it. It appeared that almost all 
that side of the castle-hill by which we 
ascended has once been covered with 
buildings. Our coming seemed to ex- 
cite considerable alarm amongst the 
natives, who stood on the walls shout- 
ing and throwing down stones. We 
entered at an iron gate, when the in- 
habitants seeing Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlem with us, received us very 
civilly, some crying out, " Go and get 
bread and fire-wood for these poor fel- 
lows, who are come to lodge a night 
amonget us." We were carried up to 
a sort of divan, in the open air, con- 
I 2 
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structed upon wliat seemed to be the 
rains of a church of crusade architec- 
ture, standing due east and west. The 
tower of the castle has Arabic inscrip- 
tions upon it. The three doors of what 
we supposed to have been a church are 
square-topped, and the centre is under 
a pointed arch, and has more the air 
of Mahommedan than Christian archi- 
tecture. We had a most extensive 
view from hence, comprising the whole 
skirts of the desert, with the volcanic 
hills which I have mentioned. The 
inhabitants brought us figs split and 
dried, of a green colour and delicious 
flavour, tasting nearly like the fresh 
fruit. They told us they were on the 
trees when the pilgrims arrived at 
Damascus. This was in December. 
We observed much kissing in the 
salutations. Each party generally 
kissed the right cheek first, once, and 
then the left four or five times. They 
evinced their good breeding in sup- 
pressing their curiosity as to the mo- 
tive of our journey, whence we came, 
&c., though evidently labouring under 
the greatest anxiety to know every 
particular. Shortly after our arrival 
we had an alarm of Arabs. Thirty 
men with muskets immediately ran 
out. Others drove in the flocks in 
great haste. They returned in about 
an hour, saying, the Arabs had killed 
forty of their goats, but that they 
would find an opportunity of return- 
ing the compliment. We, however, 
doubted the truth of this story. The 
name of Showbec, or Shobek*, occurs 
among those who sealed the cove- 
nant. After a diligent search for in- 
scriptions, we found one in the archi- 
trave of the principal door. It is in 
Latin, and though imperfect, Mr. 
Bankes made so much of it out as to 
leave no doubt that it relates to one of 
the Frank kings of Jerusalem. One 
of their principal strongholds, some- 
where in this direction, was called 
* Mons Regalis." This might either 
be Kerek or the place in question; 
though Miletus, extending their con- 
quests still further, says, that this 
name was applied by them to Petra, 



* Now thooe that sealed were .... Hid 
loUeah, PUeha, Shobek. Keheiniah, x. 24. . 



and, relying upon some passages in 
Diodorus Siculus, aads, that it seems 
to have borne that name in the histo. 
rian's time. The most remarkable 
circumstance is, that while the inte- 
rior parts of this church are in the 
pure Gothic style, resembling that of 
the same age in Europe, the orna- 
ments of the inscribed doorway are of 
the genuine eastern taste, exhibiting 
that border of convex fluting which is 
common in Turkish buildings. The 
pointed arch itself inclines slightly 
inwards at the bottom, in the manner 
of a horse-shoe. The construction also 
has more of the Oriental than the Nor- 
man style. The transome, instead of 
consisting of a single stone, being com- 
posed of many, irregularly locked to- 
gether by dove-tails and angular ine- 
qualities. In the walls, at the gates 
of Antioch, there are similar exam- 
ples, and certainly of the time of the 
crusades. 

Map 18.— Quitting Shobek, we 
wound by a spiral road into the valley 
which surrounds it, and observed that 
the road had been artificially deepened, 
and in some parts cased with masonry. 
Thence we ascended to the S. W., and 
soon came to a brook which contri- 
butes to the watering of the gardens 
below Shobek, but is not the only sup- 
ply. Upon the two parallel ridges, 
between which our road led, we noticed 
stones arranged in fences and gathered 
into heaps, denoting the boundaries of 
former fields and gardens ; and near 
the spring there appeared tlie remains 
of a village. Our course continued 
much in the same direction, between 
west and S.W. for about a mile, gently 
ascending till we aiTived at a large 
Arab camp, situated upon high ground, 
with still higher about it. Here we 
expected to have found the Sheikh 
** Mahommed Abou Raschid," that is 
to say, Mahommed the father of Ra»* 
chid, which latter is the title he goes 
by. Most of cne sheikhs have some 
denomination of this kind to distin- 
guish them. ^ Mahommed Aga," fur 
instance, is called *' Abou Nabont," 
(the master of the mace or stick) ; and 
iu Sir Sydney Sniith*s transactions 
at Acrej bis principal coadjutor, the 
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pasha, was surnamed "Dgezar," which 
ill Turkish signifies the *' Cutter." 
Shobek, and the district about it, is 
commanded by Abou Raschid. He 
was absent, but ^messengers were dis- 
patched to acquaint him with our arri- 
val. From this camp we saw another 
to the southward, and beyotid it a hill 
thinly scattered with trees. We were 
hospiiably received. A merchant 
whom we had known at Hebron came 
in, complaining that he had been 
robbed of twenty-eight pieces of mer> 
chandise, which he had brought to sell 
amongst the Arabs, who had laid hands 
on the goods in their tents, and refused 
to give them up. At particular seasons 
of the yeai* the inhabitants of these 
teats are in the habit of passing to 
Cairo, wlience they carry on the char- 
coal trade between that city and Suez. 
They said it was a five days' journey 
from hence to Suez. In passiug into 
Egypt they usually take the road to 
Gaza, though they seem to be fully 
aware of the shorter way ; it is, there- 
fore, only for the sake of security. At 
Shobek there was a small caravan 
which was to set out on the day of our 
departure ; the leader of it offered to 
eariy us to Cairo in eight days. 

May 19. — About noon Abou Ras- 
chid arrived. He was a middle-sized 
man, with very marked features, hav- 
ing a dark complexion, very dark 
beard, black piercing eyes, and aqui- 
line nose ; his age might be about 
thirty. He was full of life and spirits, 
but a man of few words, and plain, un- 
affected manners. Ever since our 
arrival we had heard him spoken of in 
great raptures in the camp. Having 
dined with us, the Hebron merchant 
pleaded his cause before him, when he 
presently gave orders <* that his goods 
should be restored to him." With re- 
gard to ourselves, he very soon came 
to terms with us, assuring us that he 
would willingly conduct us to Wady 
Mousa for nothing, for the sake of 
Malioromed Ali, Pasha of Egypt. 
Soon after a great dispute and tumult 
arose in the tent, Abou Zatoun (the 
Father of the Olives), the Sheikh of 
Wady Mousa, declaring, with violent 
ge&turesy and swearing << by the beard 



of the prophet," and ** by the honour 
of their women," that, we should not- 
go forward ; and seeing that, notwith- 
standing his violence, both Abou Ras- 
chid and ourselves were preparing our 
horses, he quitted the tent, uttering 
threats and execrations, and rode off 
for Wady Mousa, determined to pre- 
vent our going. All the Wady Mousa 
people also quitted the camp, joining 
in their chief's hostility, and repeatedly 
exclaiming, **Let the dogs go and 
perish if they please ;" and swearing 
we should neither drink of their water 
nor pass into their territory. While 
this was passing, our good old friend 
Sheikh Yousouf*s resolution was 
shaken, and both he and Sahlem of 
Djebal strongly urged us to return and 
give up the business, saying that all 
further perseverance would be fruit- 
less. Abou Raschid twice dismounted 
to answer the arguments of his people, 
or to overcome their opposition, for 
they had sun*ounded him in numbers, 
imploring him to desist, and asking 
him "why he rbked himself for the 
mere gratification of the curiosity of 
fellows who were only Christians." 
The sheikh seeing that all his argu- 
ments had no effect, seized his spear 
and sprang on his horse, exclaiming, 
" I have set them on their horses ; let 
us see who will dare to stop Abou 
Raschid." We presently descended 
in a S.W. direction, through a ravine, 
whose sides, rocky as they are, have in 
former times been terraced and cul- 
tivated. The Wady Mousa people rode 
in a parallel line with us, keeping on 
the high ground on our left. In about 
half an hour (four o'clock) we reached 
a spring that issues from the rock, and 
is called Sammack. Here we were 
joined by a host of people, all armed, 
and subject to our sheikh ; some 
were on horseback and some on foot. 
Sheikhs Yousouf and Sahlem still re- 
mained behind at the camp. Abou 
Raschid, on the coming up of his peo- 
ple, took an oath, ^ By the honour of 
their women," and " by the faith of 
a true Mussulman,'" that we should 
drink of the water of Wady Mousa, 
and go whithersoever it pleased him to 
carry us. Thus were the rival chiefjs 
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pledged to completely oppoaite courses 
ill regard to us. To the honour of 
Abou Raschid it should be said, that as 
yet he had uot received, or even stipu- 
lated for any pecuniary or other reward 
whatever. As we advanced down the 
ravine, a wild and romantic view 
opened to us, terminated by the peaks 
of the black and rugged ridge of Mount 
I lor, the same that is alluded to in 
Scripture, and by a boundless extent 
of desert, which we have hardly ever 
seen equalled for singularity and gran- 
deur. We turned up out of this val- 
ley to the eastward, and remarked as 
we quitted it, that there were two small 
masses of ruins upon the two opposite 
points which command it : they were, 
probably, forts. Our road through a 
circular plain, covered with corn, and 
bushes of whitethorn just coming into 
blossom, conducted us to a valley with 
the sides prettily studded with turpen. 
tine trees, so clustered and grouped 
together as to give it a very park-iike 
appearance. Here we perceived traces 
of a paved way, constructed similarly 
to that we had quitted when we wei*e 
descending into Shobek. We supposed 
it to be a continuation of the same, 
At sun-set we alighted at a camp of 
sixty-eight tents, pitched in three ad- 
joining circles, on the highest point of 
a pass. Our whole journey this day 
was S.W. The pass just mentioned 
was not between two mountains, but 
over the highest summit of one 
them, great part of these heights being 
80 steep as to be almost inaccessible, 
except by the beaten tracks. One of 
these precipices was close to our camp 
to the westward : it commands a most 
magnificent view, in which the fore- 
ground is a circular, but uneven hol- 
low, in part cultivated, with several 
circular camps pitched in different 
parts of it ; and the little village of 
Dibdeba, with a grove of fig-trees about 
it, bearing S.W. The dark ridge of 
Mount Hor, which appears to be alto- 
gether composed of a sort of sparry 
flint, broken into masses and seamed 
with wide crevices, with scarcely any 
verdure to vary its deep purple colour, 
forms the boundary of this hollow to 
the southward, and also^ to the west- 



ward, that high peak, upon which is 
the reputed tomb of Aaron, (the Arabs 
call it Nebi Aaroon, Prophet Aaron) 
rearing itself above all the rest in the 
middle of the picture. This craggy 
ridge does not, however, terminate 
the landscape, the mountain from 
which we viewed it being considerably 
higher, and commanding an almost 
boundless view beyond it, over an 
expanse of country of a whitish hue, 
which is varied here and there with 
other coloured ridges rising like islands 
upon it, or jutting forward into it like 
promontories. The violent rains of 
the night of the 21st and 22d supplied 
the feature of water to this varied land- 
scape, forming a glittering line in the 
distant plain. S.W. by S., as far as 
the eye could reach, is a range of 
mountains, in which the natives pointed 
out Mount Sinai. We were told it was 
at the distance of four days. They also 
reported ^ Agaba," an inhabited place 
on the Red Sea, as distant a day and 
a half from us ; and Mahu on the hadj 
road one day off. A place which the 
Arabs call Gereye was likewise men- 
tioned as being four days to the east- 
ward, or S.E., where are very ex- 
tensive ruins. In front of our tent 
there was an ancient road. No remains 
can be traced of pavement, but merely 
two parallel lines of low, dry wall, set 
at the distance of about 25 ft. apart. 

May 20.— We followed the road in 
its passage downwards to the S. W. for 
half an hour, when we reached another 
camp, subject, in some measure, to our 
chief. We had passed over the sites 
of two others abandoned by the adverse 
party during the night. These sites 
are always distinguishable by the fires 
and bed-places of the Arabs ; the 
former are marked by little holes filled 
up with ashes, the latter by atones laid 
in obloag circles, with dried heath and 
dead boughs laid on them. 

An eminence, nearly S.W. of this 
last camp, commanded a view over 
Wady Mousa, bearing south; it seemed 
an inconsiderable village, in a low 8ilaa> 
tion, with a few fig-trees about it. Nebi 
Aaroon, and Dibdebar, were also visible 
from this point, but we were adoio* 
utshed to go to the brow of the preei*. 
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pioe, only oae at a time, and were 
afterwards prohibited to do so at all. 
There were some very strange looking 
people in this camp, some of the men 
having long hair of a tawny colour, 
plaited in small plaits, very much in 
the Nubian manner, but without grease, 
and a handkerchief of a brown colour, 
instead of the usual gaudy stripes, con- 
fined, in lieu of the plain cord, by a 
brown, fiat band, worked in with 
patches of coloured woollen, and stand- 
ing up above the head. Their sandals, 
which, however, are not peculiar to 
them, as we had observed them in many 
other iustances, are simple, having a 
thong coming up on each side of the 
foot from the sole, and another between 
the toes ; a single tie fastens them on. 
The women had a singular way of 
plaiting their braided hair across the 
forehead, which had the air of a formal 
.wig. The female children had the same 
leathern aprons, ornamented with 
shells, &c., which are common in 
Nubia. 

From the break of day we had been 
apprised that the adverse party were 
fully prepared to stand to their word 
in opposing us ; that they had removed 
several of their camps, and that a large 
party of them had abandoned their 
vilhkge of Wady Mousa to occupy a 
height which commanded it. We could 
see the tents which they Iiad pitched: 
tiiere, as the distance from our ad- 
vanced eamp was very moderate: they 
had also moved their cattle with them. 
Messages, sometimes of persuasion, but 
oftener of defiance, were continually 
passuig. A small detachment of the 
hostile party passed our tents, but re- 
fused to eat in them. They were suf- 
fered to go on unmolested. In the 
afternoon a large deputation arrived, 
sufficient to fill the whole tent. A con- 
ference immediately commenced. The 
deputies never personally appealed to 
us ; but carried on the conversation 
with Abou Raschid only. It was in 
rain that the authority of the sultan, 
or of the pashas, was dwelt upon in our 
&vour. They got rid of the firmans, 
by insisting that they did not under- 
stand Turkish ; and when a boyourdi 
of Sally pasha of Damascus, was placed. 



in their hands, they said it was a fabri- 
cation of the Jews, who are the pasha's 
ministers. Not argument only, but 
even artifice and falsehood were em- 
ployed in our favour; our friend Abou 
Raschid asserting that we had with 
us a person on the part of Soliman, 
pasha of Acre, (our servant was the 
person whom he pointed out as such,) 
and a letter from the governor of Yaffa; 
which, although we might easily have 
procured it, we were not provided with. 
The adverse party, in some of their 
conferences, insisted much on seeing 
something under the hand of the last- 
mentioned governor, whose recommen- 
dation, we have reason to think, would 
have gone farther in this country than 
that of any other person. It was, how- 
ever, in this instance only captiously 
asked for, on the presumption that we 
had it not to produce. 

Abou Raschid urged repeatedly, that 
in the event of their not complying, we 
could use our influence with the seve- 
ral pashas to cut off their communica- 
tion entirely, with Mahn, Gaza, and 
Egypt; and he insisted upon our taking 
down the names of the refractory chiefs, 
which were, Abou Zatoun (Father of 
the Olives), Sheikh of Wady Mousa, 
and commanding the Howetatt Arabs; 
Kali Phee, of the same place ; Lehad- 
dineh Hinde, and the adherents of Ebn 
Jarzee, although he, himself, was rather 
disposed to our side. Our champion 
advised us, in the presence of these 
people, to instigate Mahomed Ali to lay 
hands on some of them whenever they 
should come to trade at Cairo. These 
people said on their first coming, <<that 
we were very lucky in the protection 
of the chief who accompanied us, for 
otherwise we should never have re- 
turned." They pretended J;o believe 
that we had a design of poisoning the 
water. 

In the evening there was a very 
violent thunder-storm ; and as all that 
could be said or threatened seemed to 
have no effect upon our opponents, 
and as there was neither food for us, 
nor forage for the horses in the tents, 
we returned, and slept at the same 
camp as on the preceding night. It 
was the full of the moon, a dismal cold 
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rain came on, which, for the space of 
two or three houra, penetrated the co- 
vering of our tent, and until a trench 
was dug along the inside of the back 
•curtain, it flowed in upon us from the 
high ground; the goats and sheep were 
continually encroaching, and at last 
even a cow walked in. 

May 21 A thick fog prevailed, so 

that the opposite side of our camp was 
not visible. We heard very noisy coun- 
cils in the adjoining tents, and it was 
soon after announced to us, that <' war 
was positively determined on," as the 
only alternative of our not being per- 
mitted to see what we had desired, and 
to drink of the water. Messengers 
were dispatched to the camps, under 
Abou Raschid's influence, and to Sho- 
bek, to apprise them of the circum- 
stance, and to request immediate rein- 
forcements. The presence of Sheikh 
Yousouf and Sahlem was also required. 
A poor woman, in the other half of our 
tent, was looking over the partition with 
her child in her arms, shedding tears 
occasionally, and throwing in argu- 
ments of dissuasion. It was in vain 
that we agreed to give up Wady Mousa 
Altogether, and declared that we had 
no desire to taste of the water. The 
antiquities, which are distant from the 
village, being the only object of our 
curiosity ; but our chief stood always 
to his point, and declared that we should 
not only see the place, but eveth bathe 
in the waters ; and, that if fair means 
could not compass this, he had sworn 
to accomplish it by force. 

The messages which arrived in the 
course of the morning from the oppo- 
site party, were only a renewal of pro- 
testations and oaths against our enter- 
ing their territory ; and they even 
threw out menaces of cutting off our 
return from the place where we Uien 
were. Thus situated, we could not but 
oompare our case to that of the Israel- 
ites under Moses, when Edom refused 
to give them a passage through her 
country.* The circumstapce must 
likewise have occurred nearly in the 
same place, as the tomb of Aaron on 
Mount Hor t was now before us. About 

* Numbers, xx. 14-22. 
t ibid. 28. 



mid-day, when the weather was some- 
what clearer, we perceived a number of 
armed men, some mounted, coming up 
the valley from the north-eastward. The 
horsemen were Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlem, with their own attendants, and 
some few others with lances. The in. 
fantry followed, with their matchlocks 
and muskets, to the amount of upwards 
of sixty. They drew up into something 
like a line near the camp, and ap- 
proached it shouting, the women an- 
swering with their usual screams of 
exultation from the tents, lee, lee, lee, 
lee, &c., for they were not suffered to 
stand exposed in the way, and such as 
had come out were rudely warned 
back into their tents by the men. The 
Sheikhs of Kerek and Djebal were 
conducted, each by separate openings, 
into the camp, to the tents allotted to 
them. We found them dispirited and 
discomposed at what had happened, 
and at the consequences whieh were 
likely to ensue. They reminded us of 
their having dissuaded us from press* 
ing the matter any further at the eunp 
where we had last parted ; and in Aeir 
conferences with Abou Raschid, gave 
him such advice as might be expected 
from persons of their years. Old 
Yousouf, particularly, like Nestor in 
the Iliad, dwelt much upon what had 
passed in his youth, and upon the 
wars in which he bad engaged and had 
found reason, when too hite, to repent 
of. He spoke with a great deal of grave 
action; but his counsels had more 
effect upon the rest of his Audienoe^ 
than on the spirited young Arab to 
whom they were addressed, who con- 
tinued stanch in his determination of 
waging war, and could not be indooed 
even to shift his ground so far as to 
confine his demands in our favour to 
the sight of the antiquities only ; stre* 
nuOusly persisting that, as we had put 
ourselves under his protection, wo 
should go wherever he was pleased to 
carry us. 

A deputation arrived from the 
enemy, and the old sheikhs tried every 
argument that experience could sug- 
gest to induce t^em to permit us to go 
forward. They were denounced as 
rebels in the case of non-oompliance. 
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and the consequences were painted in 
the strongest colours. No effect was 
produced by these conferences. Our 
party was continually gaining strength 
by armed persons dropping in from 
various directions until night. The re- 
inforcements were distributed amongst 
tlie different tents, and rations were 
refused to such as had not brought 
muskets or spears. The camp now 
began to assume a very warlike ap- 
pearance. The spears stuck in the 
sand, the saddled horses before the 
tents, with the arms hanging up within, 
altogether had an imposing effect.* 
Perceiving that such a concourse of 
strangers must impoverish the camp, 
we begged to be permitted to pay for 
our food and that of our horses, but 
A boa Rascbid would not hear of it. 
All was freely given to us, and our 
animals had abundance. 

One circumstance seemed to turn in 
onr favour. Hindi, an Arab chief of 
very poor and ordinary appearance, 
and almost blind, was represented to 
us as a man of great power and influ- 
ence, who could command two thou- 
sand muskets : and though this was 
probably an exaggeration, yet from 
the effect which his intexference ap- 
pears to have had in the sequel, it 
seems probable that he was a chieftain 
of considerable powey. He had been 
upon ill terms with Abou Rascbid ; 
yet from the time of our first confer- 
ence with him at the advanced camp, 
he had seemed disposed to favour our 
views, and to dissuade the hostile party 
from their obstinate opposition. He 
professed great respect for the^ritten 
orders of the Turkish government. 
On the other hand, it was said that 
there was a strong party among his 
adherents inclined to prevent his co- 
operation. However, towards the 
evening of this day, he made a solemn 
peace with our chief, and passed into 
the enemy's quarters, with the inten- 
tion of bringing all his men to act in 
concert with Mahommed Abou Ras- 
chid, in open war against them, in case 
of their persisting to oppose us. Some 



* *' And behold Saul lay sleeping within 
the trench, and his spear stuck in the ground." 
t ttemuel, XTiii. 6. 



communication was also made by 
letter, but in whose name we did not 
learn. The answer was expected, but 
did not arrive this night. Towai'ds 
dark there went a rumour through- 
out the camp, that our opponents had 
given in, and that we should be at 
liberty on the morrow to go where we 
pleased. We laid down with this im- 
pression on our minds, and it was 
pretty general throughout the camp. 
Our chief seemed proud of matters 
having been brought to a favourable 
end so soon, and said exultingly, ''that 
there were some who had the talent of 
carrying their point with saying very 
little, while others who made a great 
noise were obliged to give way, imd 
behave like cattle." 

The same dismal weather continued. 
About midnight there was a cry of 
thieves in the camp, and it was found 
that they were very quietly sitting at 
our fire ; but as there were some of 
our people not yet asleep, we lost 
nothing. In the morning we heard 
that two spies had also been detected 
in the camp, but it did not appear 
that any further measures had been 
pursued against them than their dis- 
missal. 

May 22. — The fog was thicker than 
ever. We were surprised to find that 
this weather was not deemed unusual 
or out of season. It was now announced 
to us that the men of Wady Mousa did 
not adhere to their agreement, but in 
the plainest terms had declared, <Hhat 
they would oppose us by main force, 
and that we should pay with our lives 
for any attempt that we should make 
to advance within their limits." It 
appeared that they had even thrown 
up some sort of fortification about the 
well. Upon our declaring that we did 
not wish matters to be pushed to ex- 
tremities, and would willingly confine 
our desires to the sight of the antiqui- 
ties only, Abou Rascbid would hardly 
listen to the bearei^ of the message, 
and scarcely came to see us during the 
whole day. Armed reinforcements in 
small numbers were continually drop- 
ping in. 

In this predicament we found our- 
selves on the morning of the 23rd. The 
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result of Hindi's declaration was ex- 
pected with impatience, and almost 
every one seemed to think that it must 
have great weight with the enemy. 
We, however, heard that their party 
had also had an accession of two 
neighbouring tribes of Arabs who had 
declared against us. To>day old You- 
souf was unusually eloquent in our 
favour, giving out that we were believ- 
ers in Mahommed, and that our only 
motive in wishing to advance was to 
pay our devotions at Aaron's tomb; 
thus giving a very plausible turn to the 
motive of our journey. When asked if 
we were of the true faith, he always 
replied ** they are English." He reca- 
pitulated the list of the documents with 
which we were furnished ; roundly 
asserting that we bad recommenda- 
tions from Yaffa and Egypt, though he 
knew that we had them not, and he 
attached much importance to the pre- 
sence of our soldier and Tartar from 
Constantinople. He mentioned all the 
places we had visited in the country, 
particularly Palmyra and Szalt; adding 
that this was the first time we had been 
stopped. True to the character of an old 
chieftain, he dwelt again on the events 
of wars that had happened in his early 
days. His object was to carry matters 
by fair means, if possible, and to re- 
strain the impetuosity of Abou Ras- 
chid, whom he warned of the usual 
effects of hasty measures, and, for the 
first time, alluded to an old grudge 
which the people of Wady Mousa bore 
towards him, on account of the fate of 
three or four of their fellow townsmen 
whom he had beheaded at Kerek. 
The tone, however, of old Yousouf was 
considerably changed, and he seemed 
not altogether so adverse to hostilities 
as he had hitherto been. He said, << I, 
too, could bring out the men of Kerek;" 
and he spoke of their numbers and 
courage, but he did not pledge himself 
to bring them out. 

In the course of this morning it had 
been discovered that one of the ruins 
which we were in quest of was in sight 
from our mountain. It proved to be 
that which we called the palace; it 
was discernible through a narrow strait 
formed by two craggy cliffs, which 



gave it a very picturesque appearance. 
By following the brow of the raoniitaio, 
we gained a sight also of the theaire 
cut out of the rock, and of several of 
the tombs. Though they were at a 
considerable distance, we could make 
them out pretty well with the help of 
a spy-glass. This sight was a great 
encouragement to us, as it appeared 
possible to reach the spot without 
piuBsing at all near the enemy's quar- 
ters ; and we began to concert among 
ourselves some means of getting there 
secretly in the night, should all other 
expedients fail. 

While we were deliberating on this 
subject, we saw a great cavalcade 
entering our camp from the south- 
ward. There were many mounted 
Arabs with lances, and we observed 
that there were some amongst the 
horsemen who wore richer turbans, 
and of more gaudy colours, than is 
usual amongst Bedouins or peasants. 
As the procession advanced, several of 
Abou Raschid's Arabs went out, and 
led the horses of the chiefs by the 
bridles into the camp. The whole 
procession alighted at the tent of our 
chief, and kissed his turban ; this was 
the signal of pacification. Peace was 
immediately proclaimed throughout 
the camp, and notice was given that 
the men bearing arms who had come 
from a distance, many of whom had 
joined us that very morning, were to 
return to their respective homes. 

Our late opponents were now willing 
to consent to our setting out that after- 
noon, but by the general wish it was 
deferred until the next day. We heard 
music and singing in several of the 
tents. One of the chiefs of the party 
who had been adverse to us, came 
very shortly to pay us a visit ; amongst 
other things, he said in his excuse that 
he had misconceived the object of our 
journey, having supposed us French- 
men who came with a design of poison- 
ing the water. They dissembled the 
real motive of their change of conduct, 
which there can be little doubt was 
fear, and imputed their ooneessuns 
entirely to their respect for the sultan 
and the pashas. To make the matter 
more formal, there came with them a 
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person who was in the employ of the 
Fasha of Damascus, with two attend- 
ants, to read and examine our papers. 
It proved, however, that he was wholly 
unacquainted with the Turkish Ian. 
guage, and in consequence confined 
himself entirely to the boyourdees of 
the two pashas, which he declared to 
be satisfactory and sufficient, although, 
in point of fact, they were altogether 
foreign to the question, being addressed 
to persons and places in quite a diffe- 
rent part of the country. This man, 
in recompense for this favourable deci- 
sion, attempted in the course of the 
evening to lay claim to some remune- 
ration, but Yousouf fought off his 
pretensions, by asserting, that for his 
own part he had not seen the colour of 
our gold, which was so far true, that the 
four hundred piastres were deposited 



in the hands of the Greek priest at 
Kerek. 

In the evening we w^re visited by 
Abou Raschid, who was in high spirits ; 
the weather had been considerably 
clearer, but it was still much colder 
than might have been expected at this 
season of the year. During tlie day 
we had explored the high land to the 
eastward of the camp, and found it 
covered, upon both its sides and on its 
summit, with lines of dry wail, and 
solid masses of masonry. These walls 
appeared to have inclosed cultivated 
grounds : the solid ruins seemed to be 
only the remains of towers for watch- 
ing in harvest and vintage time. The 
whole neighbourhood of this spot bears 
similar traces of former industry, all 
which seem to indicate the vicinity of 
a great metropolis. 
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Thb morning of the 24th May was 
less unfavourable than those which 
bad preceded it. Soon after sun-rise 
we set out from the camp ; we were 
in all about fifty persons, including the 
deputation from Wady Mousa and the 
men of Damascus, who had passed the 
night in the tents of our chief. The 
first part of our road was that by 
whieh we went to the advanced camp 
on the 20th ; but before we reached 
that spot we turned off in an E.S.E. 
direction, constantly descending. We 
then passed into a rocky and steep 
defile, where the footing is extremely 
bad, and the passage so completely 
nded from the sides^ and. so 



obstructed by huge masses of sand- 
stone that had rolled down from above, 
that it was obvious a very small force 
would be capable of holding it against 
a great superiority of numbers To- 
wards the lower extremity of this pass 
the path branched off into two roads ; 
it had previously been whispered to 
us by our chief, that, without seeming 
to take any notice, we should let the 
men of Wady Mousa go their way, 
while we should follow one of his men, 
who would go forward and guide us in 
a different direction. When we reached 
the point of separation, the others, not 
being apprised of this determination, 
said ail they could to induce Abou 
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Raschid to ascend to their tents, and 
even came to high words with him, 
but they could not prevail, he having 
Bwom an oath, that neither we nor 
himself should eat or drink at their 
expense, or within the limits of their 
territory. Some few followed us for a 
time, hoping to persuade us to turn 
back with them, but before we reached 
the valley of Wady Mousa they had all 
withdrawn. 

The defile brought us directly down 
into this valley, the name of which had 
become so familiar to us ; it is, at the 
point where we entered it, stony but 
cultivated, of moderate size, without 
much character or beauty, and runs 
from E. to W. A lesser hollow, slop- 
ing down to it from the southward, 
meets it at an angle ; at the upper end 
of the latter valley is the village, seen 
over stages of hanging fruit-grounds 
and gardens, which are watered by a 
rivulet. At the point of junction of 
these valleys a spring issues from the 
rock and forms a brook, into which the 
rivulet flows : to this Abou Raschid 
pointed, with a look of exultation, 
observing, "there is the water about 
which there has been so much conten- 
tion and dispute." It flows towards 
the westward, and is, in point of fact, 
the head of the stream which Pliny has 
dignified with the name of a river. 
We approached no nearer to the village 
than this point, but as the distance did 
not exceed a quarter of a mile, we 
could plainly perceive that there was 
nothing ancient there ; that the houses 
were mean and ragged, and not more 
than forty or fifty in number. On the 
summit of a broad, green hill, rising 
above it, we could not only distinguish 
the large encampment to which the 
inhabitants had retired on the night of 
the 20th, but could plainly see them 
collected in great numbers on the brow 
looking down at and watching us» 

Some hundred yards below this 
spring begin the outskirts of the vast 
Necropolis of Petra, Many door-ways 
are visible, upon diflerent levels, cut 
in the side of the mountain, which to- 
wards this part begins to assume a 
more rugged aspect; the most remark- 
able tombs stand near the road, which 



follows the course of the brook. The 
first of these is on the right hand, and 
is cut in a mass of whitish rock, which 
is in some measure insulated and de- 
tached from the general range. The 
centre represents the front of a square 
tower, with pilasters at the comer, and 
with several successive bands of frieze 
and entablature above; two low wings 
project from it at right angles, and 
present each of them a recess, in the 
manner of a portico, in which are two 
columns, whose capitals have an affinity 
with the Doric order, between corre- 
sponding antse ; there are, however, 
no triglyphs above. Three sides of a 
square area are thus inclosed ; the 
fourth has been shut in by a low wall 
and two colossal lions on either side of 
the entrance, all much decayed. The 
interior has been a place of sepulture 
for several bodies. On the front are 
cut little niches and hollows, as if for 
the reception of votive offerings. Fur- 
ther on, upon the left, is a wide facade 
of rather a low proportion, loaded with 
ornaments in the Roman style, but in 
a bad taste, with an infinity of broken 
lines and unnecessary angles and pro> 
jections, and multiplied pediments and 
half pediments, and pedestals set upon 
columns that support nothing. It has 
more the air of a fantastical scene in 
a theatre than an architectural work 
in stone; and for unmeaning richness, 
and littleness of conception, might, as 
Mr. Bankes observed, have been the 
work of Boromini himself, whose style 
it exactly resembles, and carries to Uie 
extreme. This remark is applicable, 
more or less, to every specimen of 
Roman design at Petra. The door- 
xfA^ has triglyphs over the entabUu 
ture, and flowers in the metopes. The 
chamber within is not so large as the 
exterior led us to expect ; it has a 
broad, raised platform round three 
sides, on which bodies were probably 
disposed. Immediately over this front 
is another of almost equal extent, but 
so wholly distinct from it, that even 
the centres do not correspond ; the 
door-way has the same ornaments. 
The rest of the body of the design is 
no more than a plain front, without 
any other decoration than a single 
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moulding. Upon this are set, in a 
recess, four tall and taper pyramids ; 
tlie effect is singular and surprising, 
but they combiae too little with the 
rest of the elevation for it to be good. 
Our attention was the more attracted 
by this monument, as it presents, per- 
haps, the only existing example of 
pyi-amids so applied, though we read 
of them as placed in a s\.^ilar manner 
on the summit of the tomb of the 
Maccabees, and of the Queen of Adia- 
bsene, both in the neighbouring pro- 
vince of Palestine, 'ihe interior of 
the mausoleum is of moderate size, 
^'ith two sepulchral recesses upon each 
side, and one in form of an ai*ched 
alcove at the upper end ; a flight of 
steps leads up to the narrow terrace 
upon which it opens. 

The sides of the valley were now 
becoming very precipitous and rugged, 
and approacliing nearer and neai'er to 
each other, so that it might rather 
deserve the name of a ravine, with 
high detached masses of rock standing 
up here and there in the open space. 
Of these the architects had availed 
themselves. In some instances large 
and lofty towers are represented in 
relievo on the lower part of the pre- 
cipice, and the live rock is cut down 
on all sides, so as to make the resem- 
blance eompleto. The greater number 
of them face the high road, but there 
are others which stand back in the 
wild nooks and recesses of the moun- 
tain. All seemed to have been sepul- 
chral, and it was here that we nrst 
observed a species of architecture that 
iSy perhaps, to be found nowhere else. 

To erect quadrangular towers for 
sepulchres, seems to have been the 
fashion in several inland districts of 
the east ; they abound at Palmyra, 
and are seen in the valley of Jehosha^ 
phat near Jerusalem, &c. : but the 
details and ornaments of these univer- 
sally betray an imitation of Roman 
architecture, whilst at Petra they bear 
all the marks of a peculiar and indi- 
genous style ; their sides have gene- 
rally a slight degree of that inclination 
inwards, which is one of the charac- 
teristics of Egyptian edifices, and they 
are surmouuted by the Egyptian torus 



and concave frieze. A very remark- 
able superstructure rises above as a 
parapet. Two corresponding flights of 
four or six steps are represented in 
relievo, ascending in opposite direc- 
tions, from two points near the centre; 
they are connected together by a hori- 
zontal li^e drawn between the upper- 
most steps. At the angles are pilas- 
ters, which in mauy instances have a 
considerable diminution upwards; the 
capital is very peculiar, and appears 
like the rough draft of an unfinished 
Ionic capital as it comes from the 
quarry. It is, however, almost uni^ 
versal on these tombs, and may be 
called the Arabian order of architec- 
ture. An entablature and frieze, little 
differing from the Ionic or Corinthian, 
rests upon these pilasters ; above that 
is a blank space, in the nature of a low 
attic, which is surmounted by the 
Egyptian torus and frieze, bearing the 
superstructure which I have described. 
There is one single example, near the 
theatre, of an upper door-way ; it opens 
into this attic, to which there is no 
visible access ; there may possibly, 
however, be some stairs ui the interior; 
the lower door-way being unluckily 
choked up, we could not ascertain 
this. In some instances there are as 
many as four pilasters in the front, 
which are rounded instead of being 
angular. The part least peculiar in 
the details of these Arabian elevations, 
is the decorations of the door-ways, 
which have in many instances a pedi< 
ment not distinguishable from those 
of Roman buildings, and in others a 
plain horizontal architrave with the 
same sort of mouldings. It is remark- 
able, that in very many instances the 
whole frame and ornament of the door 
has been of separate pieces, and grafted 
on upon the solid rock. Sometimes 
there are cavities for pegs or rivets, 
which would seem to have fastened 
decorations in metal or in wood ; in 
others they seem to have been of mar- 
ble or some fiuQ sort of stone, let into 
grooves, which shew, in the hollow, 
theii* exact form. We were at a loss 
to account for the apparent conformity 
of this single portion of the building 
to the rules of the Greek and Roman 
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architecture ; it seems too strong to 
be accidental ; and if we suppose the 
imitation to have taken place so far 
back as the firat Macedonian expe- 
dition into this country, it will still 
make the tombs more recent, by many 
ages, than it is probable that many of 
them really are ; since, from^the days 
of Rekem, King of the Midianites, who 
passes for the founder of Petra, to those 
f>f Alexander the Great, there must 
have been a long line of kings, and 
these monarchs probably had exca- 
vated tombs. Yet if this form of the 
door-ways be considered sufficient to 
prove them decidedly posterior to that 
period, it is so general, that few, if any of 
the larger sort will remain for that early 
dynasty. If we bring them still later, 
and suppose them a Roman innova- 
tion, the difficulty is increased, because 
we must then believe a much greater 
lapse of ages to have passed in a 
flourishing kingdom, without any con- 
siderable monuments, although archi- 
tecture was not unknown.* It \s pos- 
sible such of the door frames as were 
not cut in the solid rock, may have 
been added afterwards, but this does 
not appear very probable, nor does it 
entirely remove the difficulty ; espe- 
cially, as in some instances in the 
higher parts of the design, broad bands 
seem to have been attached in a simi- 
lar manner, which very probably bore 
inscriptions. 

It is surprising, amongst such a mul- 
titude of tombs, to find so few with any 
hiscription recording for whom they 
were constructed. We only met with 
two instances ; one was on the tomb, 
near the theatre already described ; 
it is much mutilated; the other, which 
we copied, is on the left hand side of 
the track leading towards Dibdebar, 
on a large front of pure Arabian desif^n, 
with four attached columns. In this 
monument, the architect, from failure, 
or a defective vein in the sand-stone, 
has been obliged to carry up the lower 
part in masonry, so as to meet the 
upper, which is sculptured on the face 
of the mountain; in this part,also, there 
were flaws, and pieces have been let 
in to make up what was defective ; 
these last remain^ but the whole sub- 



structure has disappeared entirelj', and 
the upper part is left hanging from tlie 
rock above, without any base what- 
ever. This is not the only proof that 
is to be found, among the remains at 
Petra, that those who wrought on the 
roek, contrary to the necessary practice 
of builders, began their work at tbe 
top. To return to the inscription ; it 
is upon an oblong tablet, without frame 
or relief, but is distinguished from the 
rest of the surface by being more deli- 
cately wrought ; there project, from 
each of its ends, those wings in form 
of the blade of an axe, which are com- 
mon both in the Roman and Greek tab- 
lets, and which would seem to have been 
intended originally to receive screws 
or fastenings, without encroaching on 
the pai*t inscribed. Although the whole 
tablet is in the solid rock, there is upon 
each side a stain of metal caused by 
studs of bronze driven in, to give tbe 
whole tablet the appearance of a sepa- 
rate piece. The letters are well cut, 
and in a wondei*ful state of preserva- 
tion, owing to the shelter which they 
receive from the projection of cornices, 
and an eastern aspect. None of our 
party had ever seen these chai'acters be. 
fore, excepting Mr. Bankes^ who, upon 
comparing them, found them to be ex- 
actly similar to those which he had 
seen scratched on the rocks in the 
Wady Makootub, and about the foot of 
Mount Sinai. He subsequently found 
a passage in Diodorus Siculus, wherein 
he speaks of a letter written by the Na- 
bathssi of Petra, to Antigonus, in tbe 
Syriae character; though this, per- 
haps, is no proof that the Syriae was 
in use with them, since they may have 
chosen that language only, as more 
familiar to the court they were ad- 
dressing. The tablet has five long 
lines, and immediately underneath a 
single figure of a larger size, proba- 
bly the date ; the same occurs at the 
bottom of the Hebrew characters on 
the tomb of Aaron. The interior of 
the tomb on which this tablet is placed, 
has two chambers, with recesses for 
bodies, but no peculiarity worthy of 
notice ; the front is crowned with a 
double flight of steps in the usual form. 
In many instances, in lieu of two flights 
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diverging from each other, they are 
brouglit to meet in the form of pyra. 
mids, being reduced to a much smaller 
scale, and repeated in the manner of 
battlements, to the number of three, 
or five, with the half of one at each 
extremity. 

We have preferred collecting into 
one view, the most remarkable features 
of these tombs, before we advance 
further, without confining ourselves 
strictly to those which are met with in 
the ^proach from Wady Mousa to the 
city, in order to generalise the descrip- 
tioii, and avoid interrupting the narra- 
tive by alluding to them as they present 
themselves, wMch they do, not only in 
every avenue to the city, and upon 
evexy precipice that surrounds it, but 
even intermixed almost promiscuously 
with its public and domestic edifices. 
As we advanced towards the eastern 
approach to Petra, the natural features 
of the defile grew more and more im- 
posing at every step, and the excava- 
tions and sculpture more frequent on 
both sides, till it becomes at last a con- 
tinued street of tombs, beyond which 
the rocks gradually approaching each 
other, seemed all at once to close with- 
out any outlet. There is, however, one 
frightful chasm for the passage of the 
stream, which furnishes, as it did 
ancienlJy, the pnly access to Petra on 
this side. It is impossible to conceive 
anything more awful or sublime than 
such an approach; the width is not 
more than just sufficient for the passage 
of two horsemen abreast, the sides are 
in all parts perpendicular, varying from 
four hundred to seven hundred feet in 
height, and they often overhang to such 
a degree, that without their absolutely 
meeting, the sky is intercepted, and 
completely shut out for one hundred 
yards together, and there is little more 
light than in a cavern. 

The screaming of the eagles, hawks, 
and owls, who were soaring above our 
heads in considerable numbers, seem- 
ingly annoyed at any one approaching 
ihehr lonely habitation, added much to 
the singularity of this scene. The tama- 
risk, the wild fig, and the oleander, 
grow luxuriantly about the road, ren- 
dering the passage often difficult ; in 



some places they hang down most 
beautifully from the clifi's and crevices 
where they have taken root ; the caper 
plant was also in luxuriant growth. 

Very near the entrance into this ro- 
mantic pass, a bold arch is thrown 
across at a great height, connecting 
the opposite sides of the cliff. Whether 
this was part of an upper road upon 
the summit of the mountain, or whether 
it be a portion of an aqueduct, which 
seems less probable, we had no oppor- 
tunity of examining ; but as the tra- 
veller passes under it, its appearance 
is most surprising, hanging thus above 
his head betwixt two rugged masses, 
apparently inaccessible. Immediately 
under it are sculptured niches in the 
rock, destined probably for statues ; 
and we suspect that on careful inspec- 
tion inscriptions might be found there; 
but the position in which they are 
viewed is disadvantageous, and the 
height so great, that it would require 
a good glass to distinguish them. Far- 
ther down, upon a much lower level, 
there is an object frequently repeated 
in sculpture along the road side, which 
we were at a loss to understand. An 
altar is represented In a niche, upon 
which is set a mass of a lumpish form, 
sometimes square, and sometimes 
curved in its outline, and rising to a 
sharper or obtuser cone ; in one in- 
stance, three of them are placed to- 
gether in one niche. It may possibly 
be a representation of the god Termi- 
nus, or perhaps one of the stones which 
were objects of worship amcngst the 
Arabs, down to the time of the coming 
of Mahomed. The number of these 
representations on the face of the rock 
is very considerable; in some instances 
there are many, almost contiguous, 
with Greek inscriptions on them, all 
of which are too much defaced to ex- 
plain their object. The ravine, without 
changing its general direction, presents 
so many elbows and windings in its 
course, that the eye can seldom pene- 
trate forward beyond a few paces, and 
is often puzzled to distinguish in what 
direction the passage will open, so 
completely does it appear obstructed. 
The exact spot was not pointed out to 
us, but it is somewhere amidst theso 
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natural horrors, that upwards of thirty 
pilgrims from Barbary were murdered 
last year, on their return from Mecca, 
by the men of Wady Mousa. The cloak 
of one of them was afterwards offered 
to us for sale, at Ipseyra, and one of 
their watches at Zaphoely. Salvator 
Rosa nerer conceived so savage and 
suitable a haunt for banditti. The 
brook has disappeared beneath the soil 
from the dryness of the season, but the 
manner it which its occasional over- 
flowings have broken lip the antique 
pavement, and the slippery passes 
which the running of the waters have 
made, by polishing the rock where it 
had been cut away to form the road, 
sufficiently prove the necessity of pro- 
viding another course for its waters. 
A trough, carried along near the foot 
of the precipice upon the left hand side, 
was destined to confine the water, and 
to convey it upon a raised level to the 
city. At a considerable distance down 
the ravine, this water-course crosses 
over to the opposite side ; and towards 
its extremity may be traced, passing 
alr)ng at a great height in earthen pipes, 
bedded, and secured with mortar, in 
horizontal grooves cut in the face of 
tlie rock, and even across the archi- 
tectural fronts of some of the tombs, 
which make it probable that it is of a 
later date. 

We proceeded along this narrow 
passage for nearly two miles, the sides 
increasing in height as the path con- 
tinually descended, while the tops of 
the precipices retained an uniform 
level. Where they are at the highest, 
a beam of stronger hght breaks in at 
the close of the dark perspective, and 
opens to view, half seen at first 
through the tall, narrow opening, 
columns, statues, and cornices, of a 
light and finished style, and looking as 
if fresh from the chisel, without the 
tints or weather stains of age, and 
executed in a stone of a pale rose 
colour. At the moment we came in 
sight of them, they were illumined 
with the full light of the morning sun. 
The dark green of the shrubs that 
grow in this perpetual shade, and the 
sombre appearance of the passage from 
whence we were just issuing, formed a 



fine contrast with the glowing colour 
of the edifice. We know not what to 
compare this scene with ; perhaps 
there is nothing in the world tliat 
resembles it. Only a portion of a very 
extensive architectural elevation is 
seen at first; but it has been so con- 
trived that a statue with expanded 
wings, perhaps of Victory, just fills 
the centre of the aperture in front, 
which being closed below by the sides- 
of the rock folding over each other, 
gives to the figure the appearance of 
being suspended in the air at a con- 
siderable height ; the ruggeduess of 
the cliffs below setting off the sculp- 
ture to the highest advantage. The 
rest of the design opened gradually at 
every pace as we advanced^ till the 
narrow defile which had continued 
thus far, without any increase of 
breadth, spreads on both sides into 
an open area of a moderate size, whose 
sides are by nature inaccessible, and 
present the same awful and romantic 
features as the avenues which lead to 
it : this opening gives admission to a 
great body of light from the eastward. 
The position is one of the most beau- 
tiful that could be imagined for the 
front of a great temple; and the rich. 
ness and exquisite finish of the decora- 
tions offer a most remarkable contrast 
to the savage scenery which sur- 
rounds it. 

It is very lofty, the elevation com- 
prising two stories. In some respects 
the taste is not to be commended; but 
many of the details and ornaments, 
and the size and proportion of the 
great door-way especially, to which 
there are five steps of ascent from the 
portico, are very noble. No part is 
built, the whole being purely a work 
of excavation ; and its minutest em- 
bellishments, wherever the hand of 
man has not purposely effaced and 
obliterated them, are so perfect, that 
it may be doubted whether any work 
of the ancients, excepting, pearfaaps, 
some on the banks of the Nile, have 
come down to our time so little injurea 
by the lapse of ages. There is, in fact, 
scarcely a building of forty years' 
standing in England, so well preserved 
in the greater part of its architectural. 
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decorations. Of the larger portions 
of the architecture, nothing ia deficient 
excepting a single column of the por- 
tico ; the statues are numerous and 
colossal. Those on either side of the 
portico represent, in groups, a centaur 
and a young man. This part of the 
work only is imperfect, having been 
mutilated, probably by the fanaticism 
of early Christians, or Mussulmen, 
directed against idolatry, and particu- 
larly against images in the human 
form. In the upper tier the figures 
are females; two are winged, and two 
appear to be dancing, with some in- 
struments lifted above their heads, of 
which that on the left hand seems to 
be the Amazonian bipennis. Unfor- 
tunately, the centre figure, which was 
doubtless the principal one, is much 
de&ced; and there is nothing in the 
ornaments that could enable us to 
discover to what divinity the temple 
has been dedicated. The principal 
chamber of the interior is large and 
remarkably lofty, but quite plain, with 
the exception of the door-frames and 
architraves, of which there are three, 
one at the farther end, and one at 
each side, all opening into small plain 
cells. There is also a lateral chamber 
on each side, of a rude form, opening 
from the portico. The centre of the 
saperstructore, which comprises the 
aeeond story, is a circular elevation 
surrounded by columns, with a dome 
surmounted by an urn. This urn has 
not fiuled to excite the oovetousness of 
the natives. We heard of it, at Jeru- 
salem, as the deposit of a vast trea- 
sure, «Hasnah-el-Faraoun" (Treasure 
of Pharoah ; and that it has been 
repeatedly fired at is proved by the 
marks of bullets in the stone. No 
one, however, seems to have succeeded 
in reaching it by climbing, which 
would, mdeed, be a difficult task. The 
green stains on either side would lead 
to the supposition that the handles 
had been of bronze. One of the per- 
forations, caused by a musket-ball, 
would seem to prove that the urn is 
h<^ow. Above the monument the face 
of the rock is left over-hanging, and it 
ia to this that tlie excellent preserva- 
tion of its details is to b« ascribed. 



The half-pediments, which terminate 
the wings of the building, are finished 
at the top with eagles, which, com- 
bined with a style of architecture dif. 
fering little from the Roman, can leave 
no doubt that this great effort of art 
is posterior to the time of Trajan's 
conquest. 

Some of the heights, whose steep 
sides inclose the area in front of the 
temple, are rendered accessible, though 
with great difficulty, by flights of steps 
cut in them. We found the ascent, 
in some instances, so steep and slip- 
pery that we were obliged to ta^e off 
our shoes, and to use our hands nearly 
as much as we did our feet. Some 
small pyramids hewn out of the rock 
are on the summit of these heights ; 
and we discovered a much higher 
conical point of mountain, to whose 
summit there is a regular spiral stair- 
case cut with great care and neatness; 
it is the same peak, possibly, as that 
on which we saw, from another point 
of view, a single pillar, or obelisk. 
We first observed, also, from the 
heights above the temple, the great 
vase which crowns another monument 
to the N.W. 

The wide space which constitutes 
the area before the temple is about 
50 yards in width, and about three 
times as long. It terminates to tiie 
sout^ in a wild precipitous cliff, ren- 
dered accessible by the steps above- 
mentioned to the N.N.W. The defile 
assumes, for about 300 yards, the 
same features which characterise the 
eastern approach, with an infinite 
variety of tombs, both Arabian and 
Roman, on either side. This pass 
conducts to the theatre, and here the 
ruins of the city burst on the view in 
their full grandeur, shut in on the 
opposite side by barren, craggy preci- 
pices, from which numerous ravines 
and yalleys like those we had passed, 
branch out in all directions. The 
sides of the mountains, covered with 
an endless variety of excavated tombs 
and private dwellings,* presented al- 
together the most singular scene we 
ever beheld ; and we despair of being 



* *' O thou that dweUest In the defU of the 
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able to give ihe reader an idea of the 
mngiilar effect of rock8| tinted with 
most extraordinary hues, whose sum- 
mitB present us with Nature in her 
most savage and romantic form, whilst 
their bases are worked out in all the 
symmetry and resularity of art, with 
colonnades and pediments, and ranges 
of corridors sculptured on the perpen- 
dicular surface. 

The short notice of Petra, by Pliny, 
is as follows : *< The Nabatiei inhabit 
a city called Petra, in a hollow some- 
what less than two miles in circum- 
ference, surrounded by inaccessible 
mountains, with a stream running 
through it. It is distant from the town 
of Gaza, on the coast, six hundred 
miles; and firom the Persian Gulf one 
hundred and twenty-two." Book vi. c. 
28,Strabo says, "The capital of the 
Nabat»i is called Petrafit lies in a spot 
which is in itself level and plain, but 
fortified all round with a barrier of 
rocks and precipices, within, furnished 
with pprings of excellent quality for 
the supply of water and the irrigation 
of gardens ; without the circuit, the 
iCQuntry is in a great measure desert, 
and especially towards Judea. Jericho 
is at the distance of three or four 
days." He adds, that one of the royal 
lineage always resided at Petra, and 
had a sort of counsellor attached to 
him who was entitled his brother ; he 
describes their laws and customs. 

It will be seen that these two an- 
cient geographers, in characterising 
the position of the city, not only agree 
with one another, but are sufficiently 
correct in their statements ; though, 
strictly speaking, the situation can 
neither be called a valley with Pliny, 
nor a plain with Strabo ; yet it is cer- 
tainly both low in position and level 
in sur&ce, when compared with the 
crags and precipices that surround it. 
It is an area in the bosom of a moun- 
tain, swelling into mounds and inter- 
sected with gullies; but the whole 
ground is of such a nature as may 
be conveniently built upon, and hais 
neither- ascent nor descent inconve- 
niently steep. Within the actual circuit 
of the city there are two mounds, 
which seem to have been entirely 



covered with buildings, being siill 
strewed over with a prodigious quantity 
of loose stones, tiles, and fragments of 
ancient ware, of a very light and ddi- 
cate fabric. The bed of tlie river, 
taking its course to the N.W., flows 
between these two spots; the water 
has now sunk beneath the surface, and 
perhaps creeps through the rubbish 
which ages have accumulated in its 
bed ; great part of it seems to have 
been arched over in the same manner 
as the stream at Philadelphia. Some 
of the principal edifices seem to have 
been on the low ground at tiie left 
bank of the stream. The first^ to the 
N.W. from the theatre, was an arch- 
way of a very florid architecture, with 
pilasters, having panels enriched with 
foliage, in the manner of Palmyra : 
the whole is much ruined. This arch 
was the Introduction to a great pile of 
building, standing nearly at right angles 
to it. Q'he building had a door on one 
side ; on the three others, it was deco- 
rated with a frieze of triglyphs, and 
large flowers in the metopes. Beams 
of wood are let in, at intervals, be- 
tween the courses of the masonry, and 
continue, to this day, a strong proof 
of the dryness of the climate^ The 
front had a portico of four columns. 
This part is much fallen into ruins. 
The interior of the edifice was divided 
into three parallel chambers, and there 
seem to have been severaj stories. 
This interior arrangement made as 
suspect that it was not a temple, but 
rather a palace or some private edifice. 
Whatever may have been its nature, 
it seems to have been intended for the 
same purpose as the ruined building 
at '<Bait.el-Carm," which we afterwards 
saw from our camp above Dibdebar, 
and which is the only considerable 
work of masonry existing at Petra. 
Upon the summit of the other mound 
there is a mass of ruins of some soli- 
dity, but no very definite shape. Hie 
Nubian geographer says that the 
houses of Petra were excavated In the 
rock ; now, that this was not univer- 
sally true is evident, from the great 
quantity of stones employed for the 
lesser kind of edifices, which are scat- 
tered over the whole site ; but it is 
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also true, that there are grottoes in 
great numbers, which were certainly 
not sepulchral, especially near the 
palace; there is one in particular which 
presents a front of four windows, with 
a large and lofty door>way in the centre. 
In the interior, one chamber of about 
60 ft. in length, and of a breadth pro^ 
portioned, extends across three of the 
windows and the door ; at the lower 
end, the fourth window seems allotted 
to a very small sleeping chamber, 
which is not brought down to the level 
of the floor of the great apartment, 
but has a chamber below it of the 
same size, receiving no light but from 
the entrance. This, which seems the 
most important of all the excavated 
residences, has no ornament whatever 
on the exterior; and the same observ- 
ation applies to all the other excava- 
tions of this nature. The access to 
this house is by a shelf gained out of 
the side of the mountain ;* other in- 
ferior habitations open upon it, and 
more particularly an oven, and some 
cisterns. These antique dwellings are 
eloee to an angle of the mountain, 
where the bed of the stream, after 
having traversed the city, passes again 
into a narro# defile, along steep sides 
of which a sort of excavated suburb is 
continued, of very small and mean 
chambers, set one above another, with- 
out much regularity, like so many 
pigeon-holes in the rock, with flights 
of steps or narrow inclined planes 
leading up to them. The main wall 
and ceiling only of some were in the 
solid rock ; the fronts and partitions 
being built of very indifferent masonry 
with cement. 

FoUowing this defile farther down, 
tiie )river re-appears, flowing with con- 
siderable rapidity. Though the water 
is plentiful, it is with difficulty that its 
course can be followed, from the luxu- 
riance of the shrubs that surround it, 
obstructing every track. Besides the 
oleander, which Ib common to all the 
water-courses in the country, one may 
recognise among the pluits which 
choke this valley, some which are 

« '* He that heweth him oat a sepulchre on 
hiA, and that grayeth an habitation for him- 
aSTinaroek.'* laalah, xxii. 16. 



probably the descendants of those that 
adorned the gardens and supplied the 
market of the capital of Arabia ; the 
carob, fig, mulberry, vine, and pome- 
granate line the river side; a very 
beautiful species of aloe also grows in 
this valley ,bearingaflower of an orange 
hue, shaded to scarlet ; in some in- 
stances it had upwards of one hundred 
blossoms in a bunch. 

Amongst the niches for votive offer- 
ings in the mountain's side, some of 
which are cut to the height of 30 ft., 
are pyramids and obelisks; and in one 
instance there is an altar between two 
palm trees. The position of the theatre 
has been mentioned ; it is the first 
object which presents itself to the 
traveUer on entering Petra from the 
eastward. It is entirely hewn out of 
the rock ; the diameter of the podium 
is 120 ft., the number of seats thirty- 
three, and of the cunii three. There 
was no break, and consequently no 
vomitories. The scene, unfortunately, 
was built, and not excavated ; the 
whole is fallen, and the bases of four 
columns only remain on its interior 
face. The theatre is surrounded by 
sepulchres ; every avenue leading to 
it is full of them, and one may safely 
say, that a hundred of those of the 
largest dimensions are visible from it; 
indeed, throughout almost every quar- 
ter of this metropolis, the depositories 
of the dead must have presented them- 
selves constantly to the eyes of the 
inhabitants, and have almost out- 
numbered the habitations of the living. 
There is a long line of them not far 
from the theatre, at such an angle as 
not to be comprehended in the view 
from it, but forming a principal object 
&om the city itself. 

The largest of the sepulchres had 
originally three stories, of which the 
lowest presented four portals, with 
large columns set between them ; and 
the second and third, a row of eigh- 
teen Ionic columns each, attached to 
the facade. The rock being insuffi- 
cient for the total elevation, a part of 
the story was grafted on in masonry, 
and is for the most part fallen away. 
The four portals of the basement open 
into as many chambers, very dissimi- 
k2 
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lar, both in distribution and amuige- 
ments, but all sepulchral, and without 
any communication with each other. 
In one were three recesses, which seem 
to have been ornamented with marble, 
or some other extraneous material. 
Almost contiguous to this extensive 
front, is another somewhat smaller but 
equally rich, the design of which lias 
a great analogy, especially in the cir- 
cumstance of the half pediment and 
the circular lantern io the centre, to 
the beautiful temple of the eastern 
approach. Though a general symme- 
try pervades this piece of architecture, 
yet there are irregularities observable 
in its doors and windows, which may 
be explained by the circumstance of 
their opening into apartments no way 
connected with each other, and in- 
tended apparently for different fami- 
lies. A little further to the S.E., an 
area is gained upon the slope of the 
mountain by excavating it, so as to 
form three sides of a square. Two of 
these have been formed into Doric 
porticoes. The third, which is the 
loftiest, being that which abuts against 
the body of the mountain, is occupied 
by a lofty front, decorated with four 
columns of the same order, but with- 
out triglyphs. A pediment surmounts 
the frieze, supporting an urn, in all 
respects similar to that on the temple 
at the eastom approach. A doorway 
with a window over it, fills the centre, 
and there are three windows in the 
attic, the centre one of which exhibits 
two half-length figures in basso-relievo. 
In the approach to this tomb there 
were arched substructions of great 
extent, now fallen into ruins. It is 
surprising to reflect that monuments 
of so vast a scale should be executed 
subsequent to the Roman conquest, 
since after that period we can look 
upon them as no more than the tombs 
of private individuals. It is difficult 
to conceive whence should come so 
much wealth, and such a taste for 
magnificence after the country had 
lost its independence. It is possible, 
however, that a trade by the Red Sea 
with India, or even the caravan trade 
with the spice coun^, may have im- 
ported such riches into the place, as 



to give the inhabitants the same fond* 
ness for ostentation and ornament as 
at Palmyra, which owed its wealth to 
the same source. Yet to consider a 
mausoleum of upwards of 70 or 80 
feet high, with lateral porticoes, and 
flights of terraces upon arched work 
leading up to it, as resultmg from the 
vanity of some obscure individual in a 
remote comer Of the Roman Bmpire, 
has something in it surprising and 
almost unaccountable. The interior 
consisted of one large and lofty cham* 
her, having six recesses, with grooves 
in them at the further end. 

On the establishment of Christi- 
anity these six recesses have been con- 
verted into three, for the reception of 
the altars, and the whole apartment 
has been made to serve as a church. 
The fastenings for the tapestry and 
pictures are still visible in all the walls, 
and near an augle is an inscription in 
red paint, recording the date of conse- 
cration. These were the only vestiges 
of a Christian establishment that we 
were enabled to discover thronghout 
the remains of Petra, though it was a 
metropolitan see. 

Diodorus Siculus has a long account 
of the expedition sent by AnUgonus 
against the Nabataei. He mentions 
that their riches were very great in 
gold and spices, and that such of than 
as were feeble and infirm were left at 
Petra, which he calls afterwards a 
place of prodigious natural strength, 
but without any walls ; and distent 
two days' journey from any inhabited 
place. In the second expedition, it is 
said there was but one way of access 
to it, which was artificial. The lofti- 
ness of the post is afterwards men- 
tioned. It is difficult to apply this 
description to Wady Mouaa. Upon 
some of the high points of rock that 
rise about the skirts of the city, and 
tower above them, the remains of 
walled forts are visible from below; 
and as it is probable there was an 
acropolis, it must be looked for in 
some of these. 

Two days were spent upon thess 
ruins, from day-break until dusk, and 
yet it will be evident from what has 
been said^ that this time was reacy in- 
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sufficient to complete an examination 
of them. It was impossible to remain 
any longer, for although Aboa Raschid 
attended personally with us the whole 
time, yet having forced us to decline 
in so abrupt a manner to visit Abou 
Zetoun, and having but few attendants, 
he was never at his ease, and con- 
stantly urged us to depart. On the 
first afternoon, we undertook the 
ascent to the little edifice, which is 
visible from all the country round, 
being upon the very highest and most 
rug^d pinnacle of this range of mouu. 
tain, and is called ''the Tomb of 
Aaron." The Tomb of Moses has 
been so grossly misplaced by the Mus- 
sulmen, who shew it half a day's jour- 
ney beyond Jordan to the westward, 
that we might look with some suspi- 
cion at that assigned to his brother, 
were it not that Josephus expressly 
says of the place of his decease, that it 
was near Petra.* Comparing the 
name Musera, as given by Moses, with 
Mousa, it seems that the monument 
and the ruins mutually authenticate 
each other. We had no doubt, there, 
fore, that the height which we were 
going to ascend, is the Mount Hor of 
Scripture. The base of the highest 
pinnacle of the mountain is a little re- 
moved from the skirts of the city to 

* '* Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and 
bring them up unto Mount Hor. And Moses 
stripped Aaron of his garments and put them 
upon Eleazar his son. And Aaron died there 
on the top of the mount.*'— Numb. xx. 25, 28. 

^"And the children of Israel took their 

joorn^ from Beeroth of the children of Jaa- 
kan, to Mosera : there Aaron died, and there 
he was buried."— Deut. x. 6. 

'* But after the army (that had so long 
mourned the dead sister of the general) were 
thus purified, he led them through the desert, 
into Arabia; and arriving in a place (which 
the Arabians account for their metropolitan 
city, in times past called Arce, and at this 
present, Petra) which is environed with a 
higli mountain, Aaron ascended the said 
moantain, and Moses showed him the place 
^rhen he should jield up his soul unto God ; 
and in the sight of all the army standing on a 
falgh place, he put off his stole, and gave it 
to his son Eleazer, to whom, by eldership, the 
sueoesBion appertained; and thus, in the 
ata^t of the people, he died in that very year 
vmerein he lost his sister, on the one hundred 
and thirty-third year of his age, in the month 
iif August."— Tide Josephus's Antiquities, 
beokiT.ch.4. 



the westward. We rode to its foot 
over a rugged and broken track, pass- 
ing in the way many sepulchres, simi- 
lar to those which have been described. 
A singular monument presents itself 
upon the left hand. An obtuse cone, 
produced by the coils of a spiral, 
stands on a vast square pedestal or 
altar, the whole being cut out of one 
of the peaked summits of the rock. 
Not far from thence, close to the way 
side, and within a niche, is the same 
representation in relievo which we 
have described in speaking of the east, 
ern approach, the form of the recess 
which surrounds the altar rises into 
the figure of a sugar-loaf. Nowhere 
is the extraordinary colouring of these 
mountains more striking than in the 
road to the Tomb of Aaron, where the 
rock sometimes presented a deep, 
sometimes a paler blue, and sometimes 
was streaked with red, or shaded off 
to lilac or purple; sometimes a salmon- 
colour was veined in waved lines and 
circles, with crimson and even scarlet, 
so as to resemble exactly the colour of 
raw meat. In other places there are 
livid stripes of yellow or bright orange, 
and in some parts all the different 
colours were ranged side by side in 
parallel strata. There are portions 
also where the tints are paler, and 
some quite white, but these last seem 
to be soft, and not good for preserving 
the sculpture. It is this wonderful 
variety of colours observable through- 
out the whole range of mountains, that 
gives to Petra one of its most character- 
istic beauties. The fa9ades of the tombs, 
admirably as they are sculptured, owe 
much of their imposing appearance to 
this infinite diversity of hues. 

We engaged an Arab shepherd as 
our guide, and leaving Abou Raschid 
with our servants and horses, where 
the more difficult part of the ascent 
commences, we began to mount the 
track, which is extremely steep and 
toilsome, and affords but an indifferent 
footing. In most places the pilgrim 
must pick his way as he can, and 
frequently on his hands and knees. 
At the steepest points there are flights 
of rude steps, or inclined planes, con- 
structed of stones laid together, and 
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here and there are notches cut in the 
rock, to receive the foot ; the impres- 
rion of pilgrims' feet are scratched in 
the rock in many places, bat without 
inscriptions. Much juniper grows on 
the mountain, almost to Sie very 
summit, and many flowering plants 
which we had not observed elMwhere : 
most of them are thorny, and some 
are very beautiful. On Uie top there 
is an overhanging shelf in the rock, 
which forms a sort of cavern ; here 
we found a skin of extremely bad 
water suspended, and a pallet of straw, 
with the pitcher, and the other poor 
utensils of the sheikh who resides here. 
He is a decrepit old man, who has 
lived in this place during the space of 
forty years, and occasionally encoun- 
ters the fatigue of descending and 
re^asoending the mountain. The tomb 
itself is inclosed in a small building, 
differing not at all in external form 
and appearance from those of Mahom- 
medan saints, common throughout 
every province of Turkey. It has pro- 
bably been re-built at no remote period; 
some small columns are bedded in the 
walls, and fragments of granite and 
slabs of white marble are lying about 
The door is near the S. W. angle, within 
which is a tomb, with a pall thrown 
over it ; it is patched together out of 
fragments of stone and marble that 
have made part of other fabrics. Upon 
one of these are several short lines in 
the Hebrew character cut in a slovenly 
manner ; we had the copy which we 
made of them translated at Acre, and 
they proved to be merely the names of 
a Jew and his family who had scratched 
this record, as it is not probable that 
any professed Jew has visited the spot 
for ages past, perhaps not since the 
period of the Mahommedan conquest ; 
it may lay claim to some antiquity, 
and in any case is a curious appendage 
to the testimony of Josephus on this 
subject. There are rags and shreds of 
yarn, with glass beads and paras, left 
as votive offerings by the Arabs. Not 
far from the N. W. angle is a passage, 
descending by steps to a vault or grotto 
beneath, for we were uncertain which 
of the two to call it. It is covered 
with so thick a coat of whitewash, that 



it is difficult to distinguish whether it 
is built or hollowed out ; buttlie whole 
is rude, ill-fashioned, and quite dark. 
The sheikh, who was not informed that 
we were Christians, a eircumstanoe 
which our guide was not aware of, 
furnished us with a lump of butter. 
Towards the farther end of this dark 
vault lie the two corresponding leares 
of an iron gnting, which form&rly 
prevented all nearer approach to the 
tomb of the prophet ; they have, how- 
ever, been thrown down, and we 
advanced so as to. touch it; it was 
covered by a ragged pall. We were 
obliged to descend bare-footed, and 
were not without some apprehension 
of treading on scorpions or other 
reptiles. 

The view from the summit of the 
edifice is very extensive in every direc- 
tion ; and alUiough the eye rests upon 
few obiects, which it can dearly dis. 
tinguish, an excellent idea is obtained 
of the general face and features of the 
country. The chain of Idumean moun- 
tains, which form the western shore of 
the Dead Sea, seems to run on to the 
southward, though losing considerably 
in their height ; they appear from this 
point of view barren and desolate. 
Below them is spread out a white 
sandy plain, seamed with the beds of 
occasional torrents, and presenting 
much the same features as the most 
desert parts of the Ghor. Where this 
desert expanse approaches the foot of 
Mount Hor, there arise out of it, like 
islands, several lower peaks and ridgee 
of a purple colour, probably composed 
of the same kind of sand-stone as that 
of Mount Hor itself, which, variegated 
as it is in its hues, presents in the dis- 
tance one uniform mass of dark purple. 
Towards the Egyptian side there is an 
expanse of country, without feature, 
the limits of which are lost in the di^ 
tance. The lofty district whic^ we 
had quitted in our descent to Wady 
Mousa, shuts in the prospect on the 
S.E. side ; but there is no part of the 
landscape which the eye wanders over 
with more curiosity and delight than 
the crags of Mount Hor itsetf, which 
stand up on every side in the most 
rugged and fantastic forms : r — " 
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strangely piled one on the other, and 
sometimes as strangely yawning in 
clefts of a frightful depth. In the 
midst of this chaos of rocks, there 
rises into sight one finished work, dis- 
tinguiBhed by profaseness of ornament, 
and richness of detail. It is the same 
which has been described as visible 
fp>m other elevated points, but which 
we were never able to arrive at; it 
bears N.E. half N. from this spot, but 
the number and intricacy of the vallevs 
and ravines, which we hoped might 
have led us to it, baffled all our 
attempts. No guide was to be found. 
With the assistance of the glass we 
made out the facade to be larger to all 
appearance than that of the temple at 
the eastern approach, and nowise infe- 
rior to it in richness and beauty. It 
is hewn out of the rock, and seemed to 
be composed of two tiers of columns, 
of which the upper range is Ionic ; the 
centre is crowned with a vase of a gi- 
gantic proportion. The whole appeared 
to be m a high state of preservation; 
it may perhaps be an ornament to the 
northern approach to the city, simi- 
larly situated to that on the eastern 
side. Petra is intercepted and con- 
cealed by the prominences of the 
mountains. An artist who would study 
rock scenery in all its wildest and most 
extravagant forms, and in colours, 
which, to one who has not seen them, 
eould scarcely be supposed natural, 
would find himself rewarded should he 
resort to Mount Hor for that sole 
piupose. 

We had emploved just one hour in 
the ascent, and found that our return 
to the place where we had left our 
horses occupied the same time. As 
the day was closing, we were recon- 
ducted by Abou Riuchid close to the 
palaee, and from thence proceeding in 
a N.E. duection quitted the ruins. On 
leaving Petra the track rises consider- 
ably, and is slippery and dangerous. 
Our attention was particularly excited 
by remarking with how much care the 
Manty soil had been banked up into 
tBrraoes, and disposed into fields and 
gardens. Every nook that could fur- 
Dish room for a single pUnt is turned 
to McOout, proving that Strabo was 



not mistaken in speaking of the horti- 
cultural advantages of this city, of 
which the inhabitants seem to have 
made the most. At present, the bar- 
ren state of the country, together with 
the desolate condition of the city, witlu 
out a single human beine living near 
it, seem strongly to verify me judgment 
denounced against it.* It appeared 
to have been our chiers intention to 
have carried us for the night to some 
camp at a greater distance. However, 
it so happened that we had scarcely 
quitted ihe district of the tombs, when 
we passed near a small camp, consist- 
ing of a few tents only. Two men 
rushing out from them with impetu- 
osity seized our bridles, and carried us 
by main force to lodge with them. 
Before we could dismount they had 
contrived to loose the com bags frcoa 
behind our saddles, and were fighting 
with one another, disputing who should 
fill them. The cont^t was so much 
in earnest that the most elderly of the 
persons engaged was thrown down, 
and the com bags which he had se- 
cured, snatched from him by force. 
It will hardly be credited that the 
object of so much contention was the 
furnishing necessaries from their own 
stock gratuitously, to persons whom 
they had never seen before. A sheep 
was slain, and we supped in the usual 
style. Thus finished our first day's 
visit to the ruins of Petra. 

Little more than a general survey 
had been taken, and tlmt unperfectly. 
When we proposed returning, the 
principal objections that were started, 
were the difficulty of finding provisions 
for ourselves, and provender for our 
horses: this, however, was remedied by 
the purchase of a sheep on our part, 
togetiier with whatever else was neces- 
sary for the ensuing day. It will appear 
strange to those who have had no expe- 
rience in Arabian manners, that the 
same people who had fought wi^ one 
another a few hours before, for the pri- 
vilege of providing what we wanted at 
their own expense, from the moment 
that payment was talked of, and money 



* " Edom shall be a desolation." Jere- 
miah, zlix, 87. See also Bieldel, zzxv. and 
zxcri. 
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ahown to them, became greedy and 
unposing to the highest degree, and 
resorted to every method of extortion 
that they could devise. This is, how- 
ever, entirely in accordance with the 
Arab character. Grenerous, and prone 
to hospitality at first, and as long as 
th^ve is no talk or appearance of a 
recompense, but from the moment it 
is discovered that anything can be got, 
they not only lose sight of liberality, 
but even of common honesty, and a 
scene of fraud, double-dealing, and ezr 
tortion begins ; so that, in fa^t, a poor 
man may pass better, and upon a more 
friendly footmg, than a rich one. The 
result of the second dav's operation 
has been thrown into the preceding 
description of Petra. We remained 
there till nighf, and took our last fare- 
well with reluctance, leaving unex- 
plored the great temple which we had 
seen from Mount Hor, the arch thrown 
over the chasm of the eastern entrance, 
the obelisk on one of the commanding 
heights, many of the ravines and val- 
leys in the entrances of which were 
tombs, and which seemed especially 
worthy of examination, the insulated 
and conical mount with steps, the 
height which we supposed to have been 
the acropolis ; and in short, enough to 
have employed us four days more at 
least, but we could not obtain a further 
extension of the time allotted. We re- 
turned to the same camp where we 
had passed the previous night. 

There were great apprehensions of 
robbers carrying off our horses in the 
dark. It was said they would probably 
be the Annasee Arabs, who are con- 
tinually lurking about in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and it was reported in the 
morning that two fellows had been 
seen, but as persons were on the watch, 
they made no attempt to seize the 
horses. 

Map 26. — At dayibreak we quitted 
the camp and proceeded towards Sho- 
bek. The weather throughout the day 
was excessively cold. An European 
would find it difficult to believe, that 
on the 26th of May, in a latitude more 
southern than the Delta of Egypt, and 
with a wind from the westward, we 
should have suffered great inconve- 



nience from cold. The very elevated 
situation we were on was in some 
measure the cause of this, but does not 
seem quite to account for it. The gusto 
were so violent, and the cold so bitter, 
that our people halted in the middle oi 
their route for the purpose of kindling 
a fire. Arriving at Abou Rascfaid's 
camp, no impatience was expressed^ 
our delay. Here we were joined by 
Sheikh Yousouf and Sahlem ; and 
taking leave of Abou Raschid, who 
sent his mace-bearer with his iron 
mace, to ensure for us the same recep- 
tion as if he was himself of our com* 
pany, we proceeded to Shobek. We 
gave our intrepid friend four hundred 
piastres, and Mr. Legh presented him 
with a brass blunderbuss, having a 
spring bayonet, with which he was 
much pleased. He kissed us ail at 
parting. 

May 27. — In the morning vn 
quitted Shobek. On our route this day, 
we passed a swarm of locusts that 
were resting themselves in a gully. 
They were in sufficient numbers to 
alter the appearance of the rock on 
which they had alighted, and to make 
a sort of cracking noise while eating, 
which we heard before we reached 
them(yolney compares it to the forag- 
ing of an army). Our condncton 
told us they were on their way to 
Graza, and that they pass almost annn- 
ally. In the evening we arrived as 
Ipseyra, sometimes <»lled Bsaida; it 
is a miserable village, and the people 
a fanatical and surly set. We here met 
the man who had conducted Sheikh 
Ibrahim to Wady Mousa, as old You- 
souf would not attend him farther 
than this place. He told us that 
Burckhardt made a very hasty survey 
of the ruins. 

May 28.— We went to the tente ot 
Sheikh Sahlem, passing on our way 
the village of TiUyle, and several others 
in the district of Djebal ; most of them 
very picturesquely situated. 

May 29. — In the morning we took 
our leave of Sheikh Sahlem. On our 
road we passed several shepherds' 
boys, who were playing on double pipes 
similar to some of those represented 
in the tombs of Egypt. We 
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into the Wady El Ahsa, and bathed 
in the hot spring, which the Arabs call 
the bath of Solomon the son of David. 
Crossing the deep ravine and river £1- 
Ahsa, we entered into the district of 
Kerek. El- Ahsa is probably the Zared 
of Scripture, the boundary of the Edom- 
ites and Moabites. On our ascent 
from the vidley of the El- Ahsa, which 
occupied two hours, we killed, by the 
road side, a black scorpion, at least 
four inches long. About noon we 
reached a camp belonging to the father 
of Old Yousouf's bride. He is the 
sheikh of a village called Khanzyre, 
lees than a mile from the camp. The 
next day we proceeded to Kerek. As 
we entered Yousouf's quarters, the 
throats of three kids ranged in a line 
were cut before us,* te celebrate our 
return. The people were employed 
bringing in the harvest. We found 
the sheikh's house very full of Anna- 
see Arabs, who were come with their 
camels from the eastward to procure 
com. They had brought a mare as a 
present to old Yousouf, who had not of 
late been on good terms with their 
tribe. He gave, in his turn, six camel 
loads of wheat and six of barley, a 
sword of value, and a benish for the 
chief. The wife of the sheikh's brother 
was apparently dying of a fever, in a 
little room which opened into the 
court, and which was thronged to 
excess. She was lying on the floor 
speechless, and round her were women 
and girls, some squatting, and others 
leaning over her, so thick together 
that Uiey could not move without 
treading on one another, or on the sick 
person, who was hardly visible from 
the numbers that surrounded her. 
The whole multitude were uttering the 
most piercing and piteous cries, nearly 
the same as at a funeral. Old Yousouf 
and another male of the family were 
seated in silence at the lower end of 
the room towards the door. At our 
particular request, the troop of moum- 
ezs were expelled, and the woman left 
qniet. Knowing of no other remedy, 
uid hearing that she was weak from 
fasting, MiJiommed, the soldier, pre- 
scribe chicken broth, upon taking 
which she recovered surprisingly. 



To the S. W. of the castle of Kerek, 
about a mile distant, is a spring, the 
name of which is a memorial of the 
occupation of this country by the 
crusaders; it is called Ainel-Frangee, 
or the Franks' Fountain. 

June 1. — In the forenoon We set 
out on a journey for the purpose of 
examining the southern extremity of 
the Dead Sea, under the guidance of 
an old man of the family of Yousouf 
Magella, who made us pay him 30 
piastres, under the pretence that an 
escort of three was necessary, at 10 
piastres each. We left the town by a 
more easy descent than that by which 
we first arrived. At the bottom we 
fell in with a small caravan of horses 
and mules, who were setting out for 
Hebron and Jerusalem. We pursued 
the same road by which we had arrived 
at Kerek from Hebron. A spot was 
pointed out to us by Soliman as the 
scene, many years before, of the 
slaughter of 30 men of Kerek. We 
could not leam the story very dis- 
tinctly, but it seemed to be the result 
of a civil war amongst them. It was 
not iax itoxn. where we had ourselves 
been accosted by the armed men, whom 
we had supposed robbers, and certainly 
a fitter place for an attack of thieves 
could not easily be found. We had 
previously passed many camps ; in 
one of these we were desired to observe 
a very large herd of cattle collected, 
which we were informed was a spoil 
just brought in from the Haouran, 
near Djebal-El-Druze, where they had 
been stolen by some men in Ismayel's 
employ. 

As soon as we came to the pass, 
which commands an oxtensive pros- 
pect of the Dead Sea, we could observe 
the effect of the evaporation a^sing 
from it, in broad transparent columns 
of vapour, not unlike water-spouts in 
appearance, but very much larger. 
We did not deviate at all from our old 
route, as far as the brook Dara ; here 
the little Hebron caravan halted for a 
few hours. They implored us in the 
most earnest manner, as we valued 
their safety, not to mention in the huto 
of the Ghorneys below, that we had 
seen them, as it would infallibly lead 
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to their being assaulted and robbed ; 
adding, that so small a company conld 
seldom pass that way with safety. 
From this point we began to take a 
new course, making a pretty direct 
descent towards the plain of the 6hor. 
An open grove of the acacia and doom- 
tree was thinly sprinkled on the first 
portion of our way ; of these a great 
number were apparently either dead 
or dying, from what cause we did not 
learn, possibly their foliage had been 
stripped by locusts. AH this tract 
might be irrigated, for it would be 
easy to dam up the brook, and conduct 
it in almost every direction. Probably 
it was so at a former period, for the 
divisions of fields, and even the marks 
of furrows, are to be seen ; and some 
ruins, like those of cottages, or of a 
small hamlet Lower down there is, 
Tery clearly, an ancient site; stones 
that have been used in building, though 
for the most part unhewn, are strewed 
over a great surface of uneven ground, 
and mixed both with bricks and pot- 
tery. This appearance continues with- 
out interruption, for the space of at 
least half a mile, quite down to the 
plain, so that it would seem to have 
been a place of considerable extent. 
We noticed one column, and we found 
a pretty specimen of antique, varie- 
gated glass ; it may possibly be the 
site of the ancient Zoar. Near these 
remains the Dara opens from its glen 
into the pUin to the northward, by a 
nook, where there is a wall of rude 
brick, with an arched door-way, which, 
as it seemed not to promise much, we 
did not examine. 

The brook so far fertilizes this part 
of the plain, that it is scattered over 
with thickets of the acacia and doom- 
plant; we observed another shrub also, 
the branches of which have an inclina- 
tion downwards, and are of a dull 
green, with little or no foliage; it 
bears a fruit about the size of an 
almond in its green husk, and not very 
dissimilar in colour, but having several 
seams or ribs like those on the fruit of 
the green pippin. When it ripens, the 
skin retains its roughness without, but 
becomes soft and juicy like a green- 
gage, and has a degree of sweetness 



mixed with a strong bitter; by cul- 
ture it might perhaps be improTcd and 
rendered an agreeable fruit; some said 
it was eatable, but others asserted tiiat 
it was poisonous, and that children 
were frequently disordered, op even 
died, after eating it ; there is a sUme 
within it, and the smell is sickly and 
disagreeable. The hare and the par- 
tridge of the desert abound throne- 
out this thicket, portions of which are 
cleared and cidtivated. In die veiy 
heart of it, not visible in any direction 
beyond a few yards, unless by the 
smoke issuing from it, is the village of 
the 'Ghomeys, who are by profession 
Mahommedans, but are looked on by 
the faithful as little better than abso- 
lute infidels, as they seldom, if ever, 
exercise the forms of their religion. 
They hire themselves out as herds- 
men and shepherds, and are notorious 
robbers. Their abode has more the 
appearance of a village in India or the 
South Seas, than of any we have seen 
in these regions. The weather being 
now excessively hot, the people were 
nearly naked ; the children quite so. 
We were well received and few ques- 
tions asked of us, but our guide shewed 
great mistrust of our hosts, laying all 
our goods together close to our heads, 
where we lay down to sleep. 

June2. — On the first dawn we left our 
guide, who wished to purchase tobacco' 
to take to Kerek, and turning rather 
to the eastward of north, made our 
way through the thicket towards the 
sea-beach. We were here surprised 
to see, for the first time, the oskar 
plant grown to the stature of a tree, 
its trunk measuring, in many instances, 
2 ft. or more in circumference, and 
the boughs at least 15 ft in length, a 
size which far exceeded any we saw 
in Nubia ; the fruit also was larger 
and in greater quantity. There is 
very little doubt of this being the fruit 
of ihe Dead Sea so often noticed by 
the ancients as appearing jui<^ and 
delicious to the eye, while withm it jb 
hollow, or filled with something grating 
and disagreeable in the mouth. The 
natives make use of the filaments, 
which are inclosed in it, and which 
somewhat resemble the down of a 
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thistle, as a stuffing for their cushions; 
and they l^ewise twist them into 
matches for their guns, which they 
assured us required no application of 
sulphur to render them combustible. 
Nearer the sea, the vegetation consists 
principally of tlie tamarisk and cane, 
so hign and so thickly set, as to render 
many parts wholly impassable. The 
rotten and marshy ground, formed 
probably by the stagnation of depo- 
sited water, during the winter season 
especially, renders the passage very 
difficult. The foliage has a salt dew 
hanging upon it, wUch causes on the 
hand we same greasy sensation and 
appearance that is produced by dip- 
juog it in the sea itself.* We saw 
frequent tracks of the wild boar. 

A narrow, pebbly beach separates 
the jungle from the sea ; it is very 
hard and firm to the tread, and con- 
tmues so along the edge of the water, 
which here turus westward, and forms 
a bay. As the land lies lower here 
than in other places, the water en- 
croaches more or less on the shore 
according to the season ; the highest 
pomt whidi it ever reaches being 
marked by an extensive deposit of 
thnber of all sizes. It dries off into 
shallows and small pools, which in the 
end deposit a salt as fine and as well 
bleached, in some instances, as that 
' in regular salt < pans. The western 
horn of this bay is formed by a sharp 
promontory, projecting forward into 
the sea, in a direction nearly from 
soath to north; that is to say, such is 
the reUitive bearing of the extremities 
—for between them there la a con- 
siderable concavity in the line of shore 
vhere tiie salt water stagnates and 
evaporates. We found several per- 
sons engaged in peeling off a solid 
surface of salt, several inches in thick- 
iicss; they were collecting it and 
loading it on assies. Towards the 



* In the Phfl. Trans. Vol. xcvii., p. 389, 
Dr. Haitet giyes the foUowing analyds of the 
*«terof thsDeadSes: 

Muriate of Lime . . . 3.920 

Magnesia . . 10.246 

„ Soda . . . 10.360 

ee^hakeof Lime . . . 0.054 

24.580 



same part the ground is treacherous 
and deep, and only glazed over with a 
thin crust, not unlike the sediment of 
mud which the Nile, in some parts, 
leaves on its shores. The promon- 
tory is not entirely of high land ; a 
steep, white ridge runs, like a spine, 
down the centre, presenting steep, 
sloping sides, seamed and furrowed 
into deep hollows by the rams, and 
terminating at the summit in sharp, 
triangular points, standing up like 
rows of tents ranged one above an- 
other ; tlie whole is of a substance 
apparently partaking of the nature of 
soft and broken chalk and slate, and 
is wholly unproductive of vegetation. 
The height of the ridge varies from 10 
to 30 ft., becoming gradually lower 
towards its northern extremity. At 
its foot, all round, is a considerable 
margin of sand, which varies in l^igth 
and breadth according to the season, 
being much narrower in summer than 
it is in winter, when, in rough weather, 
at least, it is probable that the waves 
ahnost wash the base of the cliff. At 
the northernmost point of the cape 
some rotten branches are standing up, 
so encrusted with salt deposited upon 
them by the spray, or the evaporation, 
that they have the appearance of 
straight branches of fine white oorak 
The total length of this promontory, 
or horn of the bay, may be about four 
miles, computed from the fact, that we 
employed an hour and twelve minutes 
in riding along it at a walking pace. 
Following the Ime of coast round the 
angle, the same cliff presents an oppou 
site face of similar appearance and 
equal height, running two miles in a 
direction S.W. by S. Here we first 
collected lumps of nitre and fine sul- 
phur, from the size of a nutmeg to 
that of a small hen's egg : it was 
evident from their situation that they 
must have been brought down by the 
rain, and that their great deposit must 
be sought for in the cliff. * It is pro- 
bable ,that persons come to collect 
these substances ; at least, it was the 
only mode that occurred to us of ao- 
oounting for the numerous prints of 



« <* The whole land Uiereof is brimstone anA 
alt.** Deut. zxix. 23. 
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human footsteps which we saw here, 
and those of asses somewhat farther 
on ; for this place does not fall into 
any ordinary line of oommnnication. 
We quitted the foot of the cliff, where 
the sand is in some places deep and 
distressing to the horse, and followed 
the edge of the beach, which diverges 
from the cliff to the S.W. As the 
water subsides— which, being always 
shallow towards the strait, retires 
rapidly in this part — a very consider- 
able level is left, which is encrusted 
with a salt that is but half dried and 
consolidated, appearing like ice at the 
commencement of a thaw. All this 
space is soft, and gives way nearly up 
to the ankle when it is trodden on. 
We reached the narrowest part of the 
channel of communication between 
the sea and the back-water (which we 
have called the strait) in just two 
hours after leaving the foot of the 
cliff, our direction having been about 
S.W. The strait is formed by a low 
promontory projecting from the oppo- 
site or western shore. Just as we 
arrived at the narrowest part, where 
the ford is indicated by boughs of 
trees, we observed the small caravan 
from Kerek landing on the opposite 
side; and as we could discern the 
species of animal, as well as the people 
on their backs, we all agreed in esti- 
mating the distance about a mile. 
The depth of the water cannot be 
great, as the asses of the caravan were 
able to pass the ford. We searched 
for the shells mentioned by Seetzen, 
as proving that there are living crea- 
tures in the lake, but found none, ex- 
citing snail shells, and a small spiral 
species, which we invariably found to 
be without any fish, and having no 
appearance of having had any for a 
long time. Dead locusts were found 
in very great numbers; they had 
not become putrid, nor had they 
any smell, as is the case when they 
are cast up by any other sea ; they 
were completely penetrated and in- 
crusted with salt, and had lost their 
colour. The sight of such a multitude 
of carcasses of creatures who had 
perished in passing over these waters, 
might seeXn to lend some countenance . 



to the account of the ancients, *^ that 
no living thing could attempt the pas- 
sage over it with impunity," were this 
not a spectacle sufficiently common 
upon other shcires, as* in Sicily, and 
about El-Arish : and we had another 
still better proof to the contrary; fixsty 
in a pair of Egyptian geese, and after* 
wards in a flight of pigeons, whicli 
passed over the sea. It is, howevo*, 
remarkable how few living things, such 
as birds, insects, or reptiles, are to 
be seen on this lake ; the want of 
vegetable matter and of fireah water is 
probably the reason. 

Leaving the narrowest part of the 
strait, we followed it to its southern 
extremity, where it opens into the 
back-water, and passed along the shore 
of the back* water itself to some dis- 
tance. The high water-mark was at 
this season a mile distant from the 
water's edge. We were told th^t this 
back-water never entirely dries op^ 
and that the ford is not at any season 
impassable. 

Having returned from the edge €i 
the back-water we ascended the cliff, 
which is steep but practicable, and 
gained a broad table-land on its top, 
where we fell in with the track of 
those who had passed from Kerek to 
the ford. In two hours we reached 
the banks of the Dara, where we found 
our guide. Late in the evening we 
arrived at some tents, where Sheikh 
Yousouf was encamped. We found 
here a man from Szalt, and two men 
from Herak in the Haouran, near the 
Druze country, who had come to re- 
claim the cattle stolen from them by 
Ismayel's people. In the morning we 
removed to Ismayel's tents, when the 
cause of the stranger was pleaded, but 
it was before a most partial and interu 
ested tribunal, for Yousouf was the 
accused as well as the judge and 
arbitrator. He decided accoidingly; 
offering, at the utmost, to restore half 
the number that had been stolen. He 
accused them of having been, in some 
shape, the aggressors, but explained 
himself so little, that we did not leam 
what provocation he alluded to ; there 
was much arguing and prevarication. 
We were surprised to find, that tw» 
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places lying so very wide of each other, 
should hare any such disputes to set- 
tie. Towards noon we returned to 
Kerek. 

June 5. — In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded on our journey to the ,north- 
wardy accompanied by Sheikhs Yousouf 
and Ismayel, Daoud, his nephew, 
and the two men of Herak, together 
with the man from Szalt. We passed 
over a fine country, flat, and higher 
than Kerek, keeping in a N.N.E. 
direction; the reapers were at work, 
and the com was luxuriant in all di- 
rections. Several sites which we 
passed proved that the population of 
tfais country was formerly propor- 
tioned to its natural fertility. In about 
two hours we reached Rabba, formerly 
Rabbath Moab, afterwards Areopolis; 
the ruins are situated on an eminence, 
and present nothing of interest, except 
two old ruined Roman temples, and 
some tanks. The whole circuit of the 
town does not seem to have exceeded 
a mile, which is a small extent for a 
city that was the capital of Moab, and 
which bore such a high sounding Greek 
name. We were surprised not to find 
any traces of walls about it. We 
passed the night at a camp near the 
ruins; it is the only ChrtBtian camp 
we have ever been in ; they told us 
there were altogether five encamp- 
ments of Christians. They were poor 
people, but connected with families in 
kerek ; occasionally they take their 
torn in the town, and send others to 
take theirs in the camp. A deep gully 
behind their tents led to the Dead Sea. 
This evening, about sun-set, we were 
deceived by a dark shade on the sea, 
which assumed so exactly the appear- 
ance of an island, that we entertained 
no doubt regarding it, even after look, 
ing through a telescope. It is not the 
only time that such a phenomenon has 
presented itself to us; in two instances, 
looking up the sea from its southern 
extremity, we saw it apparently closed 
by a low, dark line, like a bar of sand 
to tfie northward ; and, on a third oc- 
easMin, two small islands seemed to 
present themselves between a long 
sharp promontory and the western 
riiom We were unable to account for 



these appearances, but felt little doubt 
that they are the same that deceived 
Mr. Seetzen into the supposition that 
he had discovered an island of some 
extent, which we have had opportunity 
of ascertaining, beyond all doubt, does 
not exist. It is not absolutely impos. 
sible, however, that he may have seen 
one of those temporary islands of bi- 
tumen, which Pliny describes as being 
several acres in extent, and from 
which, he adds, the Egyptians drew 
their store of resinous matter for 
embalming their mummies. 

June 6.— This morning we visited 
the ruins of Beit-Kerm, distant from 
Rabba about one mile and a half to 
the north. The principal feature of 
them is a great building, evidentlv 
Roman, resembling that which we took 
to have been a palace at Petra ; per- 
haps this is the temple of Atargatis,at 
Garnaim, as it is called in 1 Macca- 
bees, V. 43 ; or Camion, b. 2, xii. 26. 
A great number of tanks prove that 
it was once a populous place. There 
were four camps near the ruins ; we 
lodged in one ; the men of Herak re- 
newed their discussions and remon- 
strances with Yousouf, for having re- 
turned to them but forty head of their 
cattle. These were driven along the 
same road by which we travelled, and 
the drivers generally halted when we 
did. Two hours and a half north from 
Beit-Eerm there is a slight eminence, 
which forms a conspicuous object from 
all the country round, and is called 
<( Sheikh Ham." 

June 7. — During this day we visited 
several elevated heights, each conu 
manding very fine views of the Dead 
Sea, comprehending the back-water at 
one end, and the Plains of Jericho at 
the other. Jerusalem and the Frank 
Mount were also discemible, and from 
the different bearings which we made, 
we clearly ascertained, that the lengdi 
of the hUce Asphaltes, including the 
back-water, does not exceed thirty 
miles at the utmost, though the an- 
cients have assigned to it a length of 
from seventy-five to eighty miles. 
From the first height the bearings 
were as follows : ^msalem, N. W. 
\ N.; Frank Mount, N. W. JW.; 
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Jericho, N. by-W.; east end of the 
back-water, S. W. by S. From the 
second height, Sheikh Harn, E. ^ S. ; 
the first-mentioned hill, N. N. E.| E. ; 
the Strait leading to the back-water, 
W. S. W. i W ; the vUUge of the 
Ghomeys, S. W. by W i W. ; the 
hollow of the bay, W. S. W. J W. ; 
Jericho, N. J W. ; the extremity of 
the back-water, S. W. | S. 

On reaching the tents we found the 
men of Herak out of all patience at 
Yousouf s injustice in making so little 
retribution; they called us aside to 
assure us that he was no better than 
a robber, and hoped that we would 
publish and confirm their complaints at 
Damascus. ^ We will drag him," said 
they, " by the beard to Mezeereet.'* 
But it would be no easy task to force 
the lord of Kerek out of his district. 

June 8. — We proceeded to the north- 
ward, and in about two hours arrived 
upon the brink of the Wady Modjeb, 
the ancient Arnon ; on looking down, 
it has more the appearance of a preci- 
pice than a road, and, although the 
Roman way coincides with the modem 
track, very near to the brink, and 
again about half way down it, it must 
have been formerly very different from 
that by which we descended, and which 
is not only extremely steep, but so 
interrupted with rocks and stones, that 
we were obliged to dismount and lead 
our horses full half the way down. 
About mid-way the declivity is more 
earthy and shelving; hereabouts we re- 
covered the Roman highway. It is not 
here as above, completely paved, but 
at regular intervals a line of stones is 
carried across the road in the manner 
of a step, to prevent the washing away 
of the earth from above, and to serve 
as a resting place in the descent. On 
the right hand of the road, a shallow 
tank, of considerable ske, walled round 
with thick and good masonry, is placed 
on the side of the hill ; and below it, 
at only a few yards distance, are the 
remains of a large square buildings 
which we took to be a Roman military 
station; there was another above on 
the brink of the precipice. We found 
several mile-stones ; all those which 
were legible were of Uie time of Trajan. 



The valley of the Amon is less co- 
vered with shrubs, than that of most of 
the other streams in this country, which 
is probably owing to the violence and 
frequency of the torrents. There aie^ 
however, a few tamarisks, and here 
and there an oleander growing aboat 
it ; it is not more than three paces 
wide where the Roman road comee 
down upon the stream, and there 
remains a single arch, measnriDg 
28 feet 9 inches in perpendicular 
height, and 31 feet 6 inches in span ; 
the remnants of the other arches of 
the bridge have all disappeared. The 
descent occupied one hour and a half. 
In our ascent up the opposite side, we 
followed, for the most part, the ancient 
road,andfoundsome more Roman mile- 
stones ; one of the time of Marcus Auie- 
llus. We found the road on this side as 
steep as on the other, and it was re- 
markable in this pass, that looking from 
either side to the other, there appeared 
no possible mode of ascent. We had now 
passed from the land of the Moabites 
into that of the Amorites. As fiur as the ■ 
eye could follow the course of the stream 
from the heights, the valley is neither 
of a size or nature that could ever have 
admitted of cultivation, or have givm 
room for the placing of any village (h* 
city on its banks ; which makes it pro- 
bable, that the places, supposed to nave 
stood upoi) the river, were in reality in 
the adjacent district. 

We found the territory of the Amo- 
rites a flat down, of smoother and 
evener turf than that of Moab, and 
with much fewer stones scattered over 
it. We soon recovered the ancient 
road, and in forty-five minutes reached 
Diban, the Dibon of Scripture.* The - 
extent of these remains is considerable, 
but not so large as Rabba. The ruins 
present nothing of interest. In the 
afternoon we arrived at a camp in the 
Wady Wale^ pitched on the banks 
of the river, which this year seems to 
have swollen to a prodigious d^ree. 
The oleanders are here more nume- 
rous than we have ever seen them ; 
one species, which is very rare, bore a 
white flower ; the rushing of the waters 

* Numbers, xxl. 30; and JeniniBh; zlviif« 18. 
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had rooted many of them up, and the 
whole were thrown aslant by the course 
of the torrent, the marks of which were 
seen upon them to the height of fifteen 
feet. On the left bank stands a stone 
about ten feet high, four feet wide at 
the base in its broadest part, and not 
more than one f«ot at the narrowest ; 
it has been set up by art, being placed 
contrary to the natural direction of the 
strata, very near the bank, and at right 
aogles to the stream. We supposed it 
to be one of those ancient boundary- 
stones of which we read so frequently 
in Scripture.* Across the stream, but 
at a greater distance from its channel, 
is a similar stone, bearing obliquely on 
the path, its broad side parallel to the 
stream. There are no signs of sculp- 
ture on them, nor is there any appear- 
ance of their having ever been wrought. 
There is in this same yalley anoUier 
rode work, that may be referred to a re- 
mote period ; it is about a j][uarter of a 
mile higher up than the two boundary- 
st<HieB. A knoll, of very moderate 
height, rises detached near the centre 
of the valley, upon the right bank of 
the rivulet. On its summit are the re- 
mains of a very Uirge quadranguhir 
platform, constructed of rude stones 
laid together without cement. It is 
possible that this may be one of the 
'< altars of the high places." It is still 
a place in some measure consecrated ; 
there is a tomb at the top with paltry 
Bedouin votive offerings hanging about 
it. About a mile lower down the val- 
ley, are the remains of a Roman bridge 
of five arches; all is fallen, and nothing 
is left but the foundation of the piers. 
Near this bridge are other ruins. From 
hence we passed upwards out of the 
'^ey. Near the ancient paved road 
there were several mile-stones, one of 
which was of the time of Severw. We 
pamed at the foot of Djebal Attarous, 
which probably may be Nebo, although 
it is far from opposite Jericho. We 
i^ow entered a fertile plain, covered 
^th com, and stopped at a camp near 
the nuns of Mayn, which both its name 
tndthe neighbouring hot springs,8eem 
to identify with the £ial Meon of Scrip. 

And the border went up to the stone of 
Joshua, zy. 6. 



ture ; it stands on a considerable emi- 
nence. In the afternoon, we went to a 
height which commands a fine view of 
the Dead Sea, and is very nearly on a 
parallel with its northern extremity. 
Here we took the following bearings ; 
Jericho, N. W. | N. ; Mouth of the 
Jordan, N.W ^ N. ; Rama of Samuel, 
N.W. by W. ; Djebal Attarous, S.W.; 
Frank Mountain, W. N. W. J W. ; 
Sheikh Harn, S. ^ W. Below us was 
a square ruin which we could not get 
to ; from its position we thought it 
might possibly be Herodium. At sun- 
set we returned to the camp near Mayn, 
from whence there are a great number 
of mined sites visible, and amongst the 
rest, Heshbon, bearing N.E. | N. 

We engaged a guide from the tents, 
who undertook to carry us to the hot 
springs : our route was S.W. ; in less 
than half an hour we reached a tall 
stone, set up apparently as a boundary- 
mark, like those in the Wady-el-Wale. 
The ^rect track is continued round the 
southern side of a rocky knoll rising to 
some height, and in a great measure 
detached from the surrounding hills. 
Some remarkable objects, of which we 
got a glimpse, induced us to pass round 
on the other side of this knoll ; they 
are rude sepulchral monuments of the 
same nature as those we discovered on 
our road from Szalt to the Jordan, on 
our last tour ; yet, as these lire rude 
throughout, witiiout any mark what- 
ever of the tool about them, whereas 
the others have universally a door in 
one of the smaller ends, it is possible 
that they may date from a i*emoter 
period, or have belonged to a still ruder 
people. Their proportions vary con- 
siderably, as does their aspect, though 
the construction is uniform ; one flat 
stone is laid at the bottom, and this, 
there can be little doubt, covers the 
grave of the deceased ; and, as there 
is no appearance of the tombs ever 
having been viokted, it probably pro- 
tects Uiem to this day. They would be 
a highly interesting obiect for exca- 
vation, as it might possibly lead to the 
ascertaining of the form of some of 
the weapons and warlike apparel men-- 
tioned in Scripture. It is worthy of 
notice^ that however remote may be 
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the period to which these sepulchres 
are to he referred, the stature of those 
buried in them is so far from gigantic, 
that it seems not to have exceeded the 
middle height of modem times. 

Not only is the rocky eminence^ 
upon which we first observed them, 
covered over on all sides with these 
barbarous structures, but there are 
also some few scattered in the fields 
upon a lower level, and a great many 
upon the sides of the surrounding hills, 
insomuch that not less than fifty were 
in sight at one time. We were puz- 
zled to think to what city this necro- 
polis belonged. Afayn being more 
than a mile off, in a straight line, 
would seem too distant. Some which 
we had passed on our left hand the 
day before, at a phu» called Dher, 
were now visible, upon an eminence at 
no great distance to the north. Pass- 
ing on, we found ourselves in an an- 
cient highway, not paved, but edged 
with stones, and possibly prior to Ro- 
man times. Arriving at the brink of 
a deep descent, towards the Zerka 
Mayn, we found the track steep, long, 
and winding. In about two hours 
from Mayn we reached the bed of the 
Torrent Zerka Mayn, which we 
crossed, and kept along it in a wes- 
terly direction. We saw some ani- 
mals which the Arabs called Meddn 
or Beddn. They are of the goat spe- 
cies, as large as asses, with long knotty 
horns which stand upright. Some had 
beards. In colour they resembled the 
gazelle. In four hours from Mayn 
we reached the place where it was 
necessary to dismount, the appearance 
beyond being that of a precipice. 
Here a narrow path has been con- 
trived in a zig-zag direction, which 
makes the descent tolerably safe. In 
the last stage of the path there is a 
fine view of the Dead Sea at the end 
of the ravine, with the Frank Mount 
and Bethlehem beyond it ; the former 
bearing N.N.W. Looking down into 
the viUley of Calirrhoe, it presents 
some grand and romantic features. 
The rocks vary between red, grey, 
and black, and have a bold and im- 
posing appearance. The whole bot- 
tom la filled, and in a manner choked 



up with a crowded thicket of < 
and aspines of different species, inter, 
mixed with the palm, which is aho 
seen rising in tufts in the reoeases of 
the mountain's side, and in every place 
whence the springs issue. In one place 
a considerable stream of hot water is 
seen precipitating itself from a high 
and perpendicular shelf of rock, which 
is strongly tinted with the brilliant 
yellow of sulphur deposited upon it. 
On reaching the bottom we found our* 
selves at what may be termed a hot 
river, so copious and rapid is it, and its 
heat so little abated. For some way 
the temperature is kept np by the con- 
stant supplies of water of the same 
temperature which flow into the river. 
In order to visit these sources In suc- 
cession, we crossed over to the right 
bank, and ascending by the mounteia 
side^ we passed four abundant i^rings, 
all within the distance of half a mile, 
discharging themselves into the stream 
at right angles with its course. We 
judged the distance from the Dead 
Sea, by the ravine, to be about ooe 
hour and a half. Macbean says, that 
there was a city of the same name in 
the valley of Calirriioe ; in which we 
think he must be wrong, since diere 
is not space for a town in the valley as 
far as we saw it. That Herod must 
have had some lodging when he visited 
these springs ia tme^ and there are 
sufficient remains to prove that some 
sort of buildings have been erected. 
The whole surface of the shelf, where 
the springs are, is strewed over widi 
tiles and broken pottery ; and what is 
most surprising, within a very few 
minutes, without any particular search, 
four ancient copper medals were found 
by our party. All were too mu^ de- 
faced to be distinguishable, but they 
appeared to be Roman. Our Arab 
guide here took a vapour bath accord- 
ing to the practice of the country. A 
bed of twigs and broom was laid 
across a crevice, whence one of the 
springs issued at the height of a foot 
or two from the water. On this he 
hiid himself, wrapped in hia Abba, and 
only remained a few minutes. The 
effect of the steam upon him was soon 
very evident. We observed another 
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of these sweating beds a little further 
down. We had no thermometer, but 
the degree of heat m the water seemed 
very great. Near the source it scalds 
the hand, which cannot be kept in it 
for half a minute. The deposit of 
sulphur is very great, but the water is 
tasteless to the palate. A very singu- 
lar pbuit grows near the hot springs, 
of the bulk and stature of a tree. Its 
foliage does not seem to differ from 
that 61 the common broom. It bears 
a pod hanging down from it, about a 
foot or 14 inches in length, fluted with 
coBves ribs from the end to the point. 
We never met with this before. After 
bathing, we returned by the same 
road, and passing our old camp at 
Mayo, proceeded to the great encamp- 
ment of the Benesuckhera^ near Ma- 
deba. We arrived at night-falL There 
were more than 200 tents scattered 
over a great extent of ground. We 
alighted at ihkt of the chief Ebn 
Fayes, which was at least 100 feet long. 
The chief, and his brother, the same 
who was with us on our former Djerash 
expedition, and from whom we escaped 
to Szalt, received us outside their tent. 
They were dressed in handsome silk 
caftans from Damascus. Sheikh You- 
8onf hikd previously been invested with 
an ermine pelisse, and presented an 
odd figure, having his red^tanned 
sheep-skin underneath it. The three 
cloeei sides of the tent were allotted 
to the visitors, the two chiefs sitting 
on the open side, scarcely within the 
cove' of the tent. The elder brother, 
who has a hair Up, called for his one- 
stringed fiddle and played to us, sing- 
ing at the same time. On our inquir- 
ing the purport of his song, he said it 
was on ''the deaUi of his father,** who 
we learned had been killed in battle. 
The notes, though but little varied, 
were plaintive and harmonious. There 
was within the tent a messenger from 
Damascus, whom we had once seen 
at Kerek. He had arrived in the 
course of the afternoon to summon or 
invite Ebn Fayes to go to Damascus 
to. the pasha. It was supposed his 
object was either to make some ar- 
rangement with the Benesuckhers for 
the safe conduct of the hadj to Mecca, 



as the Annasees under Sheikh Narsah 
were in rebellion ; or to endeavour to 
reconcile the divisions which had 
taken place among the Benesuckhers, 
that they might be a check against 
the Annasees. To the accidental pre- 
sence of this man, the favourable re- 
ception we met with was probably 
owing ; and we were lucky in the ab- 
sence of Abdel Khader, the prime mi- 
nister, our former enemy. The wooden 
dish in which our supper was served, 
was of such a size as to require four 
iron handles, and was brought in by 
three persons. 

June 11. — This morning we were 
told that Ebn Fayes was already on 
his way to Damascus ; his brother 
remained with us. We requested of . 
him a guide for Oom-i-Rasass ; after 
some hesitation, and a good deal of 
talk about danger and enemies, one 
was promised, and an agreement made 
as to payment We were to pass by 
Madeba as we advanced ; after break- 
fast we proceeded. At Madeba, the 
only object of interest was an immense 
tank.* At three we i*eached Oom-i- 
Rasass (Mother of Stones) ; we found 
the ruins very extensive, and evidently 
Christian. There were the remains <^ 
a stone wall which inclosed the whole 
city; the cross is often to be met with, 
but there is no architectural remnant 
worthy of notice. Mr. Bankes, attended 
by his janissary, went over them a 
second time, in search of inscriptions, 
while we remained under the wall. 
While walking about the ruins, an 
armed Bedouin made his appearance 
and robbed hhn of his abba. 

June 12. — We reached Heshbon in 
the evening, where we found Sheikh 
Yousouf, the man from Szalt, and the 
young prince of the Benesuckhers. 
Our first object was to see the ruins, 
and to inspect the celebrated pools ; 
but just as we were starting, we 
received a message from Ebn Fayes, 
demanding payment for permission to 
proceed. We sent word in reply, that 



* Madeba is noticed in Numben, zzi. 90: 
" And we have laid them waste unto Nophah, 
which reaches unto Medeba. " And in Isaiah, 
XV. 2 : " Moah shall howl over Nebo, and oyer 
Madeba." 
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we had already paid him on a former 
occasion. << Tell them/' said the young 
man in reply, <<that the first that 
moves from the tent receives this ball 
(presenting a pistol) through his body." 
The firman was now mentioned ; he 
said he cared nothing for firmans ; 
that he considered them only fit for 
those who were weak enough to obey 
them ; that fie was Grand Seignior, 
and everything else here ; and that we 
must pay. After some delay, £bn 
Fayes, seeing we were not inclined to 
give in, sent word that we might pro- 
ceed. We found the ruins uninterest- 
mg ; and the only pool we saw was too 
insignificant to be one of those men- 
tioned in Scripture. In two of the 
cisterns amongst the ruins, we found 
about three dozen of human sculls and 
bones. 

June 13. — We left Heshbon, passing 
a stream which, if followed, would 
probably have led to the pools. We 
then proceeded along the road to Szalt, 
and in about four hours arrived at a 
place called by the natives Arrag-el- 
£mir. Here are the ruins of an edi- 
fice constructed of very large stones, 
some of which are twenty feet long, 
and so broad that one stone constitutes 
the thickness of the wall. The ruin 
is situated upon a square platform or 
terrace, of some extent, with a stream 
below. From the situation, and from 
the circumstance of large beasts, in 
relievo, being sculptured about it, Mr. 
Bankes believed it to be the palace of 
Hircj^nus, who, according to Josephus, 
being driven across the Jordan by his 
brother Alexander, king of Jerusalem, 
had built a palace in this neighbour- 
hood, surrounded by hanging gardens, 
traces of which are yet visible. There 
are many artificial caves in a large 
range of perpendicular cliff near it ; 
some of these are in the form of regu- 
lar stables, in which feeding-troughs 
still remain, sufficient for thirty or 
forty horses, with holes cut in the rock 
for the head fastenings. Some of the 
caves are chambers and small sleeping 
apartments, probably for servants and 
attendants. There are two rows of 
these chambers : the upper one has a 
sort of projecting balcony across the 



front of the chambers. There is one 
large hall finely proportioned, with 
some Hebrew characters inscribed over 
the doorway ; the whole is approached 
by a sort of causeway. We spent the 
remaining part of me day here, and 
slept at an adjoining camp. On the 
hill, immediately above the palace, are 
the remains of a small temple, mncfa 
in ruins. 

June 14. — We advanced to Szalt, 
passing through a richly wooded and 
picturesque country; we arrived early 
in the afternoon, and lodged in the 
castle. We remained at Szalt imtB 
the 1 6th, when we proceeded for three 
hours in the direction of Amman. 
Near this place we passed the night in 
a camp belonging to the party of the 
Benesuckhers hostile to £bn Fayes^ 
and we employed the chief part of the 
next day in examining the rains of 
Rabbath Ammon, afterwards called 
Philadelphia, and now Anunan. They 
stand in a long valley; a stream runs 
through them, which has been arched 
over. The ruins are cKtensive, but 
there remains nothing of much interest 
excepting the theatre, which is very 
large and perfect, and a small odeum 
close to it. There are the vestiges 
also of many other Roman edifices, as 
well as of Christian churches. We 
did not find any inscriptions. 

June 17. — We passed the night at 
an Arab camp, about three miles dis- 
tant on the road to Djerash. Here 
old Yousonf was again accused of 
having stolen cattle from the people ; 
it was said to have happened four 
years ago. After much dispute he 
ended the argument by saying, that 
'* he was one of those people who never 
returned anything after it was once in 
his power." 

June 18. — At dawn of 4ay we 
advanced ; in about two hourd Yousonf 
took leave of us to return to. Ker^. 
He had made strong demands for 
money, both for himself and his nephew 
Daoud, though at Szalt we had made 
him a present of two hundred piastres 
over and above 'his agreement. He 
also tried to make us give an exor* 
bitant sum to the guide who accom- 
panied us to Djerash, but failed. Not- 
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withstanding all this, it must be admit- 
ted that he strictly and honestly 
adhered to his contract with us ; and 
it is doubtful whether we should ever 
have succeeded in reaching Wady 
Mousa, if it had not been for him. 
His only dishonesty towards us was 
borrowing money from Mr. Bankes, 
and refusing to repay it ; but where 
all are rogues, and cheating and im- 
position are reckoned honourable and 
fair, one must not expect too much. 

About noon we crossed the Zerka, 
the Jabbok of Scripture/ the northern 
boundary of the Amorites, and at 2 
P.M. reached Djerash. We employed 
this and part of the next day in making 
those measurements of the public 
edifices which we had left unfinished 
before ; most of them were Christian 
ehurches. Among many new inscrip- 
tions which we found, was one record- 
ing the dedication of one of the churches 
to a Chrbtian saint. Macbean, quoting 
Eusebius, says, ^ that the Christians, 
just before the siege of Jerusalem by 
Titus, were divinely admonished to fly 
to Pella ;" and Strabo notices, "that 
it abounded in water ;" from Ptolemy 
he adds, <<that Pella was situated 
thirty-five miles to the N.E. of 
Gerasa." Macbean also quotes from 
Ptolemy and Josephus, ** that Gerasse 
was at the east side of the sea of 
Tiberias ;" these authorities seem to 
show that the rums at Djerash are 
those of Pella rather than of Gerasa. 

June 19. Intending to proceed to 

the Talley of the Jordan by a place 
called Rajib, where we expected to 
find the ruins of Bagaba, we quitted 
Djerash in the afternoon, and passed 
through Katty. About half an hour 
after, we traversed another village, in 
the mosque of which there are some 
Boman remains. We entered a very 
picturesque country, most beautifully 
raiied with hanging woods, mostly of 
the Yallonia oak, hiurestinus, cedar, 
oommon arbutus, arbutus Andrachne, 
,&e. At times the country had all the 
i^ypearanoe of a noble park ; indeed, 
nothiag eould exceed the beauty of 

* " Even unto the river Jabbok, which is the 
border of th« ^dren of Ammon.*' Joshua, 
xiL2 



this day's ride ; there were some few 
spots cultivated with corn. As we 
advanced, the wood became more 
dense ; and at dark we stopped at a 
small open space covered with high 
grass and weeds. We went with our 
guide a short distance to endeavour to 
shoot some wild boars ; we hid our- 
selves close to the water, where all the 
trees were marked with mud, left by 
the hogs in rubbing themselves. We 
plainly heard some of these animals 
advancing towards us ; but one of the 
horses unluckily making a noise, they 
all ran off. On returning to our bi- 
vouac, our guide refused to go for water, 
fearing the serpents in the high grass. 
Mr. Legh, in the night, feeling some- 
thing move under him, rose to see 
what it was, and found an adder com- 
ing up to him from under the edge ot 
his blanket, attracted no doubt by the 
warmth of his body, as the night air 
was very cold ; having a knife by him, 
he cut the reptile in halves. In the 
morning we found another close to our 
sleeping place. 

June 20. — We started at dawn, and 
descending through a thick wood, 
arrived, at ten, at tlie village of Rajib, 
which contains no ruins whatever ; 
though we had previously passed in 
the wood a Roman architrave, on a 
small open space, where our guide 
told us there had once been a village; 
no other vestiges of it remain. Rajib 
is situated a little without, and below 
the woodlands. At noon we began a 
rapid descent towards the valley of 
the Jordan, and reached it in two 
hours. We saw nine wild pigs in our 
way ; they were all in one herd. Four 
hours more, in a northerly direction, 
brought us to the Bysan ford, and we 
arrived at that town after dark. 

June 21. — We went to Tiberias, and 
the 23rd visited Mount Tabor on our 
way to Nazareth. Maundrell over- 
rates the view from this eminence ; 
we saw nothing striking except the 
beautiful plain of Esdredon. In a 
cave, amongst the ruins of the town, 
on the top of Tabor, we noticed many 
travellers' names, and, amongst others, 
that of Mr. Wright, who visited this 
place, when first lieutenant of the 
L 2 
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Tigre, with Sir Sydney Smith, and 
who afterwards died in the Temple at 
Paris; Sheikh Ibrahim's name was 
also there. 

On the 25th June we went to Acre. 
Daring our stay there we witnessed 
an instance of great barbarity : on 
going to breakfast at the consul's, we 
found his Greek servant, who had been 
very ill for some days before, lying 
outside the door; and actually expired 
on the floor before us as we entered 
the room — unattended by any medical 
man, and unheeded by every one. 
The corpse lay neglected for some 
time before any one could be found to 
take it away, all refusing to touch it, 
lest they should be at the trouble and 
expense of burying it. At last the 
TurkLBh authorities interfered and the 
body was removed. 

As we have now been much amongst 
the Arabs, and have had better oppor- 
tunities of studying their manners and 
habits than on our former short jour- 
ney to Palmyra, some further observ- 
ations upon them may not be con- 
sidered out of place. The love of 
liberty created in the wandering Be- 
douin, by his erratic habits, is in- 
stinctively cherished by him from his 
earliest infancy. Impatient of every 
species of control, and proud of his in- 
dependence, he disowns and scorns the 
Arab that cultivates the soil. We 
found these people still deserving of 
their character for hospitality; but we 
never heard of the celebrated story of 
bread and salt, mentioned by Volney. 
If the mere eating of bread and salt 
with an Arab was a security from im- 
position, Sheikh Sahlem, when threat- 
ening us, would have said, ^ Had you 
not eaten bread and salt with me," &c., 
instead of " Had you not Sheikh You- 
souf with you ; " for we had feasted 
with Sahlem in his own tent, before 
we had the quarrel with him. Mr. 
Bankes was imprisoned, and Sir Wm. 
Chatterton robbed, at Palmyra, after 
eating bread and salt; and we had 
feasted with Ebn Fayes at Heshbon, 
before his ill treatment of us. It 
would certainly be a most noble com- 
mendation to advance in their favour 
were it true. There is a great deal of 



good breeding amongst them : a sheikh 
arriving at another's tent, seats him- 
self opposite his friend to avoid all 
appearance of pre-en&inence^ so that 
either side of the tent is occupied, 
while the end, the ** post of honour," 
remains vacant. When Mr. Bankes 
presented the Sheikh of Souf with a 
dress, he immediately sent it into the 
harem, without looking at it in the 
presence of the donor ; and the people 
of Kerek, on our arrival, although oar 
appearance must have been so novel 
to them, abstained from asking any 
questions. But although civil, they 
had a great contempt for us ; and ob- 
serving how awkwardly we ate with 
our hands— for we never, during the 
whole tour, saw a spoon, or knife, or 
fork — they remarked amongst them- 
selves, " Poor fellows ! they don't even 
know how to eat ; they eat like 
camels." If an Arab chief gives you 
coffee first, he takes none, not choosing 
to drink after a Christian. Thieving, 
pilfering, low cunning, lying, and cheat- 
ing, are not considered as dishonour- 
able acts amongst them. We were all 
of us robbed of some of our effects. 
On one occasion, Mr. Bankes^s draw- 
ing of the grand temple at Petra was 
purloined, and after some days' nego- 
tiation he was allowed to purchase it 
back again, they having confessed all 
the time that they had it. Mr. Legh's 
Bible was also pilfered in the same 
manner, and never recovered. Mr. 
Bankes's two paint-boxes were also 
stolen, and many other articles were 
lost. Our diet, while we were with 
them, varied according to the wealth 
or poverty of the tribe : sometimes we 
had pillaw of rice, or of wheat, mixed 
with leban; sometimes mutton, boiled 
the moment the animal is skinned, and 
generally in leban, a custom alluded to 
in Scripture.* This mode of cooking 
renders the meat very delicious and 
tender— far preferable to meat boiled 
in water : the milk, enriched witli the 
juice of the meat, is poured on the 
pillaw of rice or wheat. Sometimes 
we had melted butter, and bread baked 
on an iron plate in the form of a pan- 

* " Thou Shalt not seethe a kid tn his 
mother's milk.*' Exodus, uUi. 19. 
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cake to dip into it. The staple of the 
AraVs food, however, is leban and 
bread. The milk was usually pre- 
sented in a wooden bowl, and the Hquid 
butt^ in an earthenware dish.* The 
party being seated round, dipped their 
bread in, endeavouring to make it 
inibibe as much as possible. The 
Arabs were very expert at this, pinch- 
ing the thin cake in such a form as to 
make a sort of spoon of it. This mode 
of eating is alluded to in Scripture, f 
Occasionally, a bowl of milk only was 
presented to us, which was passed 
round in rotation. Once we had milk 
sweetened and curdled to the consis- 
tency of liquid jelly, too thick to be 
drunk, and very awkward to take up 
ynitk Uie hands, though it was the only 
method of eatmg it. A rich dish of 
rice and cream was once given us as 
a great treat. All the way between 
Kc^ek and Petra, we had meat served 
up idone^ without bread or even piUaw 
of rice or wheat. We could not at all 
reconcile ourselves to this diet, which 
we found used in this district only. 
When the Arabs have an over supply 
of leban, they have a method of pre- 
serving it by pressing out the liquid 
partB, and drying the curds, which 
may then be kept for some time. This 
substance has the appearance of soft 
chalk ; when mix^ with water it 
makes an agreeable acid drink. 

When we had pillaw of grain, it 
often served also for a candlestick, the 
candle being fixed in the middle of the 
dish. An Arab, when he wii^es to 
pay you very particular attention, pulls 
your meat to pieces with his fingers, 
and throws it to you. We never saw 
roasted meat among the Arabs, except 
in Narsah's tent at Palmyra. They 
have no fruits or vegetables; their 
wandering life depriving them of such 
enjoyments. It is their custom, from 
time immemorial, to lodge and feed 
all travellers and their horses for one 
night free of all expense ; as the prac- 
tice is general, it is equally beneficial 
to all. We never once paid for food 



* ** She brought forth butter in a lordly 
dlib.** Judges, V. 25. 

f " He that dippeth with me in the dish." 
Matt,xxTL23. 



or com during the whole of our jour- 
ney; and the expenses of the whole 
party, eleven persons and as many 
horses, amounted to 1500 piastres ; a 
piastre is worth nine-pence of our 
money : this was from the 5th of May 
to the 25th of June. Each owner of 
a tent takes it by turns to feed the 
strangers that may arrive. Their 
jokes were sometimes rather rough : 
on one occasion an Arab put a live 
scorpion inside my jacket ; shortly 
afterwards, I had occasion to make 
the usual daily search for vermin, and 
then I discovered the reptile. At the 
Ghor, when we asked if a poisonous 
fruit was good, they said it was, though 
well aware of its bad qualities. 

The women weave carpets and cloth 
for their tents, which are mostly black, 
and curtains, which are striped white 
and black. Groats' hair is manufac- 
tured for this pm*pose.* The women 
have to do all the hard work ; they 
grind the com with a hand-mill, bring 
the water and wood, cook, and in short 
do all the dmdgery, while the men sit 
down and smoke all day. The chil- 
dren guard the flocks, the girls always 
having a bundle of wool at their backs 
for spmning. The form of the tents 
is oblong. We frequently observed 
negroes in their camps, apparently not 
slaves; and some had the short woolly 
hair of the Africans. It may not be 
amiss here to mention, that, though 
we never had any apprehensions of 
personal danger from tiie Arabs, yet 
there are some grounds for the dread 
these people are held in throughout 
Syria, as we met with many dead 
bodies concealed in the country fre- 
quented by them ; we saw 20 in one 
of the Roman tombs near Nablous, 
the mouth of which had been shut up 
with stones ; 3 in one of the theatres 
at Om Keis ; 24 skulls, &c. in the 
theatre at Bysan, and subsequently 22 
in the ruins at Heshbon. Whenever 
we inquired about them, the Arabs 
always owned they were the remains 
of people whom they had murdered, 
and they did not appear to be in the 
least a^amed of the deed. To keep 



* " And he made curtains of goats* hair.' 
Exodus, xxxvi. 14. 
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your arms on in a tent, is considered 
very ill-bred, as implying a distrust in 
the protection of the roof you are 
under; and whenever we forgot to 
disarm, the Arabs always requested 
us to do so. These people are fre- 
quently without water, and sometimes 
that which they have is dirty and bad; 
but then they are '< lords of the desert/' 
pay no tribute, and have nothing what, 
ever to do with governors of any 
description. The desert, as an ancient 
author, I thmk Diodorus, observes, is 
their fort, whither they retire as to a 
place of certain safety on any appear- 
ance of attack. The state and equi- 
page of the sheikhs is maintained by 
means of a revenue derived from a tithe 
which they exact for all the cattle, 
camels excepted. This tenth of the 
innumerable herds and jSocks, yields 
the chiefs a very handsome income. 
The supper in the tents of Sheikh 
Narsah and Ebn Fayes was bountiful 
in the extreme ; and, as this profuse 
hospitality is extended to all strangers, 
there must needs be ample store to 
meet so great a demand. 

It is surprising, that in so monoto- 
nous a life, they have no amusements, 
no games, no athletic employments, to 
make some little change in their cus- 
torn of squatting down and smoking 



all day. All their carpets, < 
sacks, and in short, ever; 
have, are covered with ve 
it is impossible to avoid the! 
used to kill from off our clot] 
40 to 100 everyday ; and of ^ 
we frequently observed thj 
searching and shaking their li 
the fire, the vermin making \ 
ing noise as they fell into ti 
Old Yousouf used to make j 
figure, with his sword drawn, | 
them from off his back. 

July 12. — We embarked 
an imperial brig belonging 
for Constantinople, as aU with i 
spoke on the subject agreed! 
that it would have been 
have gone to the coast of As 
at this season of the year, ' 
pestilential air forces all the i 
ants of the coast to quit the 
ations, and retire to the 
during the summer. We hav 
fore, deferred this part of the j 
a short time. Our friend 
left Acre for Constantinople 
a short time before we did, i 
to visit Palmyra, Baalbec, T 
and Aleppo. Mr. Bankes ' 
water to Egypt, with the int< 
penetrating into Abyssinia by! 
the second cataract. 
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Sib, 

When I Bolicited the hononr of being pennitted to place under Tour 
Bfajesty's protection the following Work, I was not impressed with the idea, 
that the excellence of the composition, but that the importance of the subject, 
might in some degree entitle it to that distinction. The History of an Event 
▼hich reflects so much Instre on Yonr Majesty's Arms, conld not, I apprehended, 
however feeble the execution, so properly appear under any other auspices. 

That Tour Majesty may never be less fkithfully served, nor less snccess- 
fhl against the enemies of Your Crown and People, is the sincere and fervent 
wish of 

YODE MAJESTf'S 

Much obliged and most devoted 
Subject and Servant, 

JOHN DBINKWATER. 
llth September, 17M. 



PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



The foUoTnng Hiitory (tf I harre presnmed to call it) is compiled firam 
obtervatioiis daily noted down npon the spot, fbr mj own satisfkctkm and 
improrement^ aasisted by the inlbrmatioB and lemarks of aereral respec- 
table eharacten» who also were eye-witnesaes of the transactiona therein 
recorded. 

Diaappointed in my ezpectationa of seehig this subject undertaken by an 
abler pen, nothing less than a conyiction that an aocnrate detail of tlus extra- 
oidinary Siege might be oseftil, both in a military and historical -view, could 
hanre indnoed me, at this late period, to pablish. 

In the proaeention of this deugn, one prindpal difficulty has oocnrredL 
The work ia addressed to two classes of Readers : thoae whose principal object 
in the perusal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might find the reladon 
too minute and circumstantial ; and that, fiom the insertion of many particulan, 
which those of the Military Profession would greatly blame an author Ibor 
presuming to curtail or omit 

With the former, it is hoped that the necessary connection of some events 
(which at first may appear trivial) with the great business of the History, wiB 
be some i^logy; and I have endeavoured to diversify the narrative, liysuch 
Anecdotes and Observations as will occasionally relieve or awaken the attentioa 
To the latter I shall not attempt any apolqgy. The late Siege of Gibraltar 
afforded many instances of very singular exertions in the Art of Attack and 
Defence, the minutiie of which cannot be without their utility to those Officers 
who make a science of th^ profesaon ; and they must be sensible, that without 
pointed exactness, this design could not have been accomplished. In short, 
it must be remembered, that the History of this Siege is not that of a JHoitf A, or 
' of a Year, but that it embraces a period of near Foub Yeabs, ezhibitixig a series 
of operations perhaps unparalleled. 

To Major Vallotton, the Goremor's first lude-de-camp, and Lieuteiaiit 
HoUoway, Aide-de-Camp to the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleasure in 
this opportunity of returning thanks for the &your of many kind oommnnioa' 
tioDS ; also to other Officers of Rank, whose names I have not their permisaoo 
to insert I must also acknowledge haying derived considerable assistaiioe^ 
in the two introductory chapters, firom the History of the Herculean Straits. 
Great additions have however been introduced;^ and I flatter myself upon the 
whole, that those Chapters will not prove an unacceptable part of the Wock, 
sinoe they will render it as complete a General Hutort ot Gxebaltab as 
most readers will require. 
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CHAPTER I. 

General HUtory of Gibraltar, since it was first noticed — Fortified under the Saracen Empire^? 
Keduction of the Fortress by Ferdinand of Castile — Retaken by the Moors — Finally 
recovered by the Christians — Taken by the English — Besieged by the Spaniards in 1 705 ; 
Afterwards in 1727— Succession of Governors to the present time. 



GiBBAi^TAB is situated in Andalusia, 
the most southern province of Spain. 
The Hock is seven miles in circum- 
ference, forming a promontory three 
miles long ; and is joined to the con- 
tinent by an isthmus of low sand : the 
southern extremity lies in 36° 2' 30" 
N. lat,, and in 5° 15' W. long. fix)m 
the meridian of London. 

Historians, from very early periods^ 
have noticed Gibraltar, or Mons Calpe, 
by a well-known mythological fiction, 
denominating it, and Mons Abyla, on 
the opposite coast of Africa, the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. It does not, however, 
appear that the hill was ever inhabited 
by the Phcenicians, Carthaginians, or 
Rfymans, "who, in the first ages of navi- 
gationy visited the bay, and built cities 
in its neighbourhood; or that it ever 
engaged the attention of those intrepid 
and successful barbarians who so vio- 
lently subverted the Roman empire, 
and established a new government in 
Spain. The period when it began 
to be remarked for the natural strength 
of its situation, seems well ascertained 
to be in the beginning of the eighth 
century, when the Saracens (then be- 
come a powerful nation in the east, and 
along uie coast of Africa) invaded 
Spsin, and soon after made tiiemselyes 
xxiasters of the whole country. 

1*be Gothic kingdom, which had 
eusted in Spain for 300 years, was, 



previous to the invasion of the Sara*- 
cens, distracted with intestine divi- 
sions: the nation in general were 
become effeminate, totally neglecting 
the military discipline of their ances- 
tors; and their monarch Roderic, a 
profligate prince, not a little accele- 
rated their ruin by ravishing the 
daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman 
of great wealth and influence, and 

fovemor of Ceuta, in Africa. Count 
ulian, to avenge the dishonour done 
to his family, combined with other 
discontented chiefs, who had long com- 
plained, and were ripe for a revolt. 
The tyrant was, however, too powerftd 
for whatever opposition they alone 
could raise; the count, therefore, se- 
cretly retired with his mmily into 
Africa, and acquainting Mousa (the 
Saracen governor of the western pro- 
vinces) with the divided state of the 
empire, promised, if he would attempt 
to dethrone Roderic, to assist him with 
his own interest, and that of his friends. 
Mousa, cautious and prudent, com- 
municated the project to his sovereign 
the Caliph Al Walid Ebn Abdalmalic, 
who agreed to try the practicability 
of it ; and, to inspect more accurately 
the state of affairs, sent over a small 
detachment 100 horse, and 400 foot, 
were accordingly embarked in the 
year 711, under the command of Tarif 
Ebn Zarca, attended by Count Julian, 
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ftnd other Gothic noblemen : this small 
Ibrce soon passed the Herculean Stiraits, 
and landea on the coast near the pre- 
sent town of Algesiras, where, finaing 
no opposition, and the country almost 
defenceless, the Saracen general ra- 
Taged the neighbouring towns, and 
returned laden with spoils, to report 
the success of his first expedition. 

Mowa, elated with ue ilatterinff 
pCQspect, the following year assembled 
an army of 12,000 men, and Taiif was 
i^pointed to the chief command. Hav- 
ing supplied himself with provisions 
and stores, Tarif once more embarked 
on the rapid Strait, and landed on the 
Isthmns between Mons Caipe end the 
oontinent. The object of this invasion 
being of a more serious nature than 
that of the former, he determined to 
secure a communication with AfHca, 
by establishing a post on the coast; 
and, duly estimating the strong na- 
tnral ntuation of Mons Calpe, gave 
orders to erect a «astie on the &oe 
of the hill, which might answer the 
original purpose, and also cover his 
retreat, in case he should be unfortu- 
nate in his future operations. The 
mperior part of this once magnificent 
pile at present remains ; and, from an 
mscription discovered over the piiri- 
cipal gate, before it was pulled aown, 
the period of its being finished is ascer- 
tained to be about the year of our 
Lord 725. 

Tarif, leaving a garrison at the foot 
of Mons Calpe (which was now called 
by the Saracens, in compliment to their 
- general, Oibel-Tarif, or the moun- 
tain of Tari^ and thence Gibraltar), 
inarched into the country, and sur- 
prised many towns, amount which 
was Heraclea, or Carteia, situated on 
the coast of the bay, about four miles 
distant from Gibel-Tarif 

Khi^ Roderic, receiving intelligence 
of Tariffs approach, assembled a nu- 
meroos body of trooj>s to oppose his 
progress. Both armies met, afker se- 
veral skirmishes, near Xeres, in Andar 
lusia, and a bloody conflict ensued. 
The victory was for a long time doubt- 
ful ; but the Gothic army beinff raw 
and tmdisciplined, and part disaffected 
.anil J6ining the Saracens, Tarif at 



length prevailed, and by thii vktuy 
was soon in possession of theYUe 
kingdom. 

The Goths, or Spaniards u v« will 
now caU them, were driveo bj the 
rapid conquests of the inTsdenbto 
the provinces of Asturiss, ^Smf, 
&C., where, like the ancient Briloii» 
they maintained a stre&iiGiu sod n* 
spectable opposition. By de^ tfaey 
reassumed their former disopliDe md 
vakmr, while their conquerarB dediMd 
into luxury and effeminacj : theyoide 
several excursions from the jdoob- 
tains, recovering, after many obrtjurte 
actions, great part of the nortlierD pro- 
vmoes. This success encoongedthctt 
to «tttetapt the total rgectioo of 'k 
Arabic yoke. Measures fere con- 
certed amon^ iSb6 chieft, to «^ «i^ 
union and with vigour. The iofiw 
were attacked and routed in successive 
engagements; and tiie kingdoms « 
Astunas, Galicia, Leon, Natirre, in 
Castile, erected under different m- 
narchs. 

Gibraltar, during these trauactiODSi 
increased in importance, ihoqdi not a 
an equal degree with the neifabonnng 
city of Algeziras, which had been \m, 
posterior to Gibraltar, on ^ off** 
shoire of the bay, and was then become 
a fortress of great magnifioenoe m 
strength. This celebrated city seapi 
totally to have obscured Gibraltar u 
the histories of those times, onoejery 
trifling mention is made of the att^r 
till the beginning of the fcurteeBtt 
century, wlSn we learn that Ferd^ 
king of Castile, in the coune of ^ 
conquests, first took it (with » a"*" 
detachment) from the infidels. 

Gibraltar could not at tiiis period M 
very strong, as it fell so ea^y » P«y^ 
the Christians, whose army ^.'*5 
and at that time was empli^ed in ^ 
siege of Algeziras. It does not,w'' 
ever, appear that Ferdinand was earn 
successful in his operations against tW 
ci^ ; for we find, in the year 131fi» J| 
Moors of Grenada implying to tv 
emperor of Fez for succour: and** 
facilitate their reception, AlffBJt^*'^ 
other cities on tiie coast were p<i^ 
the hands of the Africans. We "JJ 
therefore conclude that F^rdiDaad** 
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Migtd tDifith^rsw fronn befove Alg€* 
msj and fliat he afterwards dire<^d 
his Ibree agunst the infidels in a more 
vateerabie part» which induced them to 
apply ^ m assistance jast menlioiied. 
ahtfidtar 



reontinuedinthe 
of tiK Spaniards till 1333, wInb Abo^ 
melkiie, «<» of tfie Emperor of Fes, 
wis aispatehed with fdrder asrastanee 
to tht Moorish king of Granada, and 
landing a« Algeziras, iatiBHtediatc^ laid 
tiege to Gihniltar, whilst tiie Grana- 
disDs were making drversions else- 
where. Alonso XI. was then on the 
IkKmeofOastile; and intelligenoe was 
iauaediately sent to inlbrm him of the 
desoeat of the AfHeans. He was, how* 
ever, prevented from mardiing to the 
r^f of Gibraltar by a rel>elli<»i in his 
tiagdom, and by the approach of Ma^ 
luxaet, king of Granada, towards Me 
frontiers. Abomeliqae commenced his 
attack on the castle -with great ' 



meat and bravery, and the ^M&ii^ 
govenior Vasco Perez de Meyra de- 
fended it wilii equal obstinacy; but 
Perct having embeaaled Uie money 
▼hieh was ttdvanoed to victual me 
gatrisoa, the troops and inhabitants 
mined great 4i8tre8B; and no prospect 
of relief effering, he was compelled, 
tfter live monthr siege, to surrender. 

Aloiao having qaelkd the nfbetlion, 
nd eUiged Mahomet to retire, was 
then narchiiig to the assiatanee of 
^lez, and was advmced within a short 
^uiBBoe of Gibraltar, when he was in- 
fimied of the capitulalion. He was 
nMived neverthcAess to attempt its 
woovery before the Moors could vic- 
tual and repair it: he accordingly pro- 
^wfed on his route, and encamped 
^lefiire the town five days after it had 
preadered. Alonso parted liis army 
into three ^Bvisions; the main body 
<)CGnmed tiie isthmus, the second hie 
Mnt by boats to the red sands, and tiie 
third e&nbed op the north of the hifl 
>lwve the town. Several serious at- 
Ocks had been made on the castle, 
when Mahomet, king of Granada, jmn- 
fflg Abometique's mroes, thdr oom- 
t^med army encamped in the rear of 
tjw S papiards, extending across the 
Mmus' from the bay to the Me^ter- 
Thia positiaii hemined in Ibe 



besiefers, deburred tiiem from foi 
and tmt off their communication wi^ 
tiie country. Ahmzo, thou£^ thus cii- 
titcally situated, still maintained the 
si^ ; but at length, driven to giwat 
difficulties ibr want of provisions, and 
hearing that some of his disaffected 
subject!, taking advantage of his ab- 
sence, -were again in arms, he hear- 
kened to an aceommodation, and was 
permitted to retire with his army. 

To be thus disgracefully compiled 
to raise the riege did not agree widi 
tiie ambitioas and impatient temper of 
AloDso: he secretly meditated a new 
attach whenever an opportunity should 
occur; and this intenlioa was not a 
little strengthened by his success in the 
year 1343-4, when iJgeziras was taken, 
after a most memoraUe siege. In 1349 
the tumults and civil wars in Afriea 
afforded him the opportunity he waited 
for: great ^reparaticDS were therefore 
made for this expedition, whidi iras not 
esteemed of inferior consequence to the 
preceding siege of Algeeiras, as the 
Moors, since tiae loss of that dty, had 
paid great attenti<m to the comjdetion of 
the works, and to the rendering of the 
place considerably stronger by ad£- 
tional fortifications; the garrison was 
also numerous and well provided, and 
of their choicest troops. 

Aionn) encamped before Gibraltar ia 
tiie beginning of 1349, and immediately 
laid waste the delightful groves, gar* 
dens, and houses of pleaaire, which were 
erected in its nei^bourhood. The siege 
was commenced with gi'^at bravery, 
and though the camp of the Castilians 
was much harassed by the fiying squa- 
drons of Granadian horse, yet tiie castk 
in the course of several months was 
almost reduced to a capitulation. At 
Ihis critical* period a pestilential di»^ 
order swept away numbers of Hie he* 
siegeiB, and among the rest Alonat^ 
who died, much bmented, on the 26A 
of Mardt, ^350; and the Spaonrds 
immediatdy afterwards raised Ih. 
«ege. 

The descendants of Abomelique con- 
tinued in quiet possession of Gibraltar 
till 1410, when Jusaf HI., king ofGr»> 
nada, availing hinaelf of the intestine 
divisions which prevailed among te 
B2 
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Afiican Moon, took possession of the 
place. The inhabitants, however, not 
relishing the ^vemment of their new 
masters, unanimonsly revolted the fol> 
lowing year a^inst the Granadian al- 
caide, drove him with his garrison ont 
of the town, and wrote to the emperor 
of Morocco, to be taken again under 
his protection. The emperor dis- 
patched his brother Sayd, with 1000 
horse and 2000 foot, to their assistance. 
The king of Granada, being informed 
that Sayd had garrisoned the castle, 
marched with an army, and sending his 
fleet round to the bay, appeared before 
the place in 1411. Sayd advanced to 
meet him, but, being worsted in se- 
veral skirmishes, was obliged to retreat 
within the castle, and being closely be- 
sieged, and reduced to great distress 
for want of provisions, was at last com- 
pelled to submit 

In 1435, Henry de Guzman^ Count 
de Niebla, formed a design of attacking 
Gibraltar by land and sea ; but, impru- 
dently skirmishing with the garrison, 
from his galleys, before his son John de 
Guzman arrived with the land forces, 
he was defeated, and forced to a preci- 
pitate retreat; in which confusion he 
himself lost his life, and many of his 
followers were killed and drowned. 

In 1462, a civil war breaking out in 
Granada, great part of the garrison of 
Gibraltar was withdrawn, to assist one 
of the competitors for the crown : the 
governor of Tarifa had intelligence of 
this by a Moor, who had left the town, 
and embraced the Christian £iith. An 
army was accordingly assembled from 
the neighbouring garrisons, and Gi- 
braltar was besieged. The inhabitants 
defended it with great resolution; but 
fresh troops joining the besiegers, the 
garrison surrendered to John de Guz- 
man, Duke de Medina Sidonia (son of 
the unfortunate Count de Niebla), who, 
hearing that the place was reduced to 
great distress, hastened to the camp, and 
arrived just in time to be present when 
the Moors capitulated. From this pe- 
riod it has renudned in the hands of the 
Christians, after having been in the 
possession of the Mahometans 748 years. 
The news of this conquest was so ac- 
ceptable to Henry IV., of Castile and 



Leon, that he added it to his rayvl titki^ 
and gave it for arms, Gulea, a castle, 
proper, with a key pendent to the gate^ 
or (alluding to its hieing the key to tiw 
Mediterranean) ; which arms have ercr 
since been continued* Pedro de 'Pants 
was appointed governor; but thesoe- 
ceeding ^ear King Henry made a jour- 
ney^ to Gibraltar, and superseded bin, 
giving the command to Don Bertnad 
de la Cueva, Count Lederma, who 
placed the trust in the hands of Stch 
phano Villacreoes: the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia, however, afterwards x«- 
oovered and enjoyed it, till the reigo 
of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1502, 
when it was annexed to the crown. 

In the year 1540, Piali Hamet, one 
of Barbaix)6sa's captains, surprised and 
pillaged Gibraltar, maldng prisoneis 
many of the principal inhabitants ; but 
being met on his return by some galleys 
from Sicily, the corsairs were all killed 
or taken, and the prisoners redeemed. 

In 1589, during the reign of Charles 
v., the fortifications of the town were 
modernised and several additions made 
by Daniel Speckel, the empeim's 
engineer; after which the place was 
thought to be impregnable. From this 
time there appears a chasm in the his- 
tory of the garrison till the year 1704, 
when Gibraltar was wrested (most 
probably for ever) from the domimon 
of Spain, by the English, under Ad- 
miral Sir George Rooke. This officer 
had been sent into the Mediterranean, 
with a strong fleet, in the spring of 
1 704, to assist Charles, archduke of Aik- 
tria, in obtaining the crown of Spain; 
but, his instructions being limited, no- 
thing of importance was done. Sensi- 
ble of the reflections that would fall on 
him, for being inactive with sopow- 
erfiil a fleet, he held a ooundl of war, 
on the 17th of July, 1704, nearTetaan, 
at which several schemes were pro- 
posed, particularly a second attack upoo 
Cadiz, which however was thoogbt im- 
practicable for want of a sufficient body 
of land forces. At length it was rv- 
solved to make a sudden and vigonnis 
attempt on Gibraltar. 

The 21st of the same month, the ieet 
arrived in the bay; and 1800 Bien, 
English and Dutch, comiitaBded by 
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tiie Prince of Hesse d'Armstadt, were 
kaded on the isthmus. The prince 
then summoned the garrison ; hut the 
governor refusing to surrender, pre- 
parations were made for the attack. 
By daybreak on the 23rd, the ships 
iippointed to cannonade the town, under 
Admirals Byng and Vanderdussen, 
with those that were destii^ to batter 
the new mole, commanded by Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, were at their seve- 
ral stations. The admiral made the 
signal to begin the cannonade, which 
wag performed with great yivacity and 
effect, so tliat the enemy, in five or six 
boors, were driTen from their guns, 
especially from the new mole head. 
The admiral, considering that by gain- 
ing that fortification the town might 
sooner be reduced, ordered Captain 
Whitaker, wilii the armed boats, to 
possess himself of it; but Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the 
mole, pushed ashore with their pin- 
naces, before the rest came up; where- 
upon the Spaniards sprung a mine, 
^ch blew up the fortifications, killed 
2 lieutenants and 40 men, and wounded 
60. The assailants nevertheless kept 
possession of the work, and being joined 
by Cs^in Whitaker, advanced and 
took a smaU redoubt,* half-way be- 
tween the mole and the town. The 
Marquis de Salines, who was governor, 
b^ng again summoned, thought proper 
to capitulate : hostages were therefore 
exchanged, and the Prince of Hesse, 
on the 24th of July, 1704, took posses- 
sion of the gates. 

Notwithstanding the works were 
very strong, mounting 100 pieces of 
ordnance, weU appointed with ammu-* 
nition and stores; yet the garrison, at 
most, consisted of only 150 men, ex* 
closive vf the inhabitants. The mar- 
qnis marched out with all the hcmours 
of war, and the Spaniards who chose 
to renuun were allowed the same -pri- 
vileges they had enjoyed under Kin« 
Charles II. The kws of the English 
in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 mas- 
ter* 57 sailors, killed; 1 captain, 7 
lieutenants, I boatswain, 207 sailors, 
voonded. 



* The fnwot •igtat-gun battary. 



The Prince of Hesse remained go- 
vernor; and as many men as could well 
be spared from the fleet were left as a 
garrison. Sir George Rooke after- 
wards sailed for Tetuan, to wood and 
water. This being performed, he 
steered up the Mediterranean, and on 
the 13th of August, off Malaga, engaged 
the French fleet, imder the command 
of Count de Toulouse. The action was 
long and warm ; but many of the Eng- 
lish ships, having expended a great 
quantity of ammunition in taking 
Gibraltar, were soon obliged to quit 
the line; which gave the enemy a 
decided superiority. The engagement 
ended in a drawn battle; and Sir 
George returned to Gibraltar, where 
he stayed eight days to refit; and 
then supplying the prince with what 
men and provisions he could spare, 
sailed thence on the 4th of September, 
N.S., on his way home, leaving 18 
men-of-war under the command of Sir 
John Le^e, at Lisbon, to be in readi- 
ness to succour the garrison, if there 
should be occasion. 

The courts of Madrid and Paris were 
greatly concerned at the loss of so im- 
portant a fortress as Gibraltar, and, 
considering its recovery of the last con- 
sequence to the cause, the Marquis de 
Villadarias, a grandee of Spain, was 
ordered to besiege, and endeavour to 
retake it. The Prince of Hesse, ap- 
prised of their intentions, and being 
further informed that they were to be 
assisted by a naval force from Toulon, 
sent advice to Sir John Leake, request- 
ing assistance and supplies. Sir John 
prepared for this duty; but in the mean 
time a fleet of French ships arrived, 
and landed six battalions, which joined 
the Spanish army. After disembark- 
ing their reinforcements, the French 
squadron proceeded to the westward, 
leaving only six frigates in the bay. 

On the 11th of October, 1704, the 
Marquis opened his trenches against 
the town; and soon afterwards Sir 
John Leake arrived with 20 sail of 
English and Dutch ships: hearing, 
however, that the enemy were prepar- 
ing to attack him with a superior force, 
he thought it most eligible immediately 
to retire and refit, that he might be in 



fitSTTOirf OF ISB 



ICBI^.L 



a better eonditum to fapply and a«ut 
the guTiMii, in a seoood eiqpeditioii, flir 
niiidi he had rery pnidently (Creeled 
tneparatioos to be made at Lisbon in 
DM abaenoe. On the 25th he again 
pat to lea; and on the 29tfa nnexpeet- 
edlj entering the bAj, aorpriaed uu«e 
fKgates, a ilre-«hip, two E^liah priaes^ 
a tartan, and a 8toTe<«hip. He then 
landed the reinfbroementB, and supplied 
the garrison with six months' proTisioos 
and ammnnition, at the same lime de- 
taching on shore a body of 500 smlors 
to assist in repairing the breadhes which 
had been made by the enemy's fire. 
The arrival of the admiral was very 
opportane and critical ; for that Tery 
night the marqtds had resoWed to at> 
taek tbe place by sea and land at five 
different points ; for which pnrpose he 
had assembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &e. 
noagb disappointed in their de- 
signs, we Spaniards still entertained 
hopes of taking the fbrfress ; and sap> 
posinff the troops woold be less on their 
gnaroL while the fleet was in the bay, 
tney formed the desperate scheme of 
surprising the garrison, though the 
British admiral was before the town. 
The 3l8t of October, 500 Tolnnteers 
toolL the sacrament, never to retom till 
they had taken Gibraltar. This for- 
lorn party was conducted by a goat- 
herd to the south side of the rock, near 
the Cave-guard (at that time called the 
Pass of Locust-trees). Fortune, in the 
be^;inning, so Bir fitvoured the enter- 
prise, that thev mounted the rock, and 
lodffed themselves unperceived the firsb 
nig^t in St. Michael's cave ; the suc- 
ceeding nieht they scaled Caries the 
mfth's wul; surprised and put to 
death the guard at the Signal-house 
and at Middle-hill, where afterwards, 
by ropes and ladders, they got up 
several hundreds of the party who had 
been ordered to sustain them; but 
being discovered, a strong detachment 
of grenadiers marched up immediately 
from the town, and.attacked them with 
such spirit, that 160 of them were 
killed, or driven over the precipice, and 
a colonel and 30 officers, with the re- 
mainder, taken prisoners. These brave, 
but unfortunate adventurers, were to 
have been supported by a body of 



French troopBr and 
have been made below to engage the 
attention of the gairiaon ; boa the caafe- 
ma n ding ooMsers wsagroeui^ ' wssy vpcr 
left to their fortune. 

ffir John Leake wa» nol idiairiHtak 
he remained in die bay» hot vaaa «8ntb> 
nnally alarming the enemy on tfaeir 
coasts. The i2ndof November be had 
faBfomation, by one of his cndsen* 
that a stronff sqoadroB waa fitting oat 
at Oadis, which would be aooa nMbr 
for sea; and reoeiving frirther iatdb- 
tiiat a convoy, fitted otit ftoa 
for tiie relief of Gibraltar, w« 
on itB way, be prepared to join ii eff 
Laffos, in order to protect it past 
Cadix; but was eoofined vrilfaia tiie 
Straits by a weslerty wind. Thm 
prince, in the mean time, redonUed his 
exertions to prevent the enepya de- 
signs, who flattered themaelvea, tibaAon 
the arrival of their fleet fron Ouiia, 
% John woold be obliged to 
and the garrison surrender to 
united atta^a. Their fire waa 
tinned with additional vivacity, 
cannon in the place were diano 
and the works were materially injved 
in different parts. 

Aflkirs were in this sitoatiao, irhen 
part of the long-wished-for ss eu imii 
arrived on the 7th of December; and 
two days following, the remainder cane 
in with near 2000 men, with pit^ior- 
tionable ammunition and 
Th^ sailed from Lisbon 
of four frigates, and thooght 
selves safe on discovering^ off Catfe 
Spartel, a fleet of men-of^ 
^glish and Dutch ootoors: 
to meet l^r John, with the 
fleet, at the entrance of the Strain, 
they endeavoured to join them, but Ibfw 
tonately were beoaJmed: they then 
hoisted out their boats to tow tiw di^ 
when, perceiving the men-of-war ex- 
tend themselves in form of a half 
moon, in order to sorroand them, 
thev began to suspect some deeralian, 
and accordingly made a private aigaal, 
which totally frrustrated the enemy'fe 
measures, who were therel^ d ia e o fe w d» 
and, striking their fldae cokmia, iiirtia 
voured to fidl upon the transports; bat 
these latter, being lig^itar 
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hy their oats, and, night eoio- 
ing «Dy iteeitd fi>r the bay» with Ui« 
low of only two transports. It was 
now tfaioni^t no longer peoesaary to 
detain the fleet in the bay, or on the 
BOBSt; cflpedally when Mouneor Peiin- 
Ib WMi ao near, with a superior Ibrce. 
Sac John aocordingly arrived «k I4abw 
ihe Ui^r end of & year. 

The Spanish general being reinforced 
with a considerable body of in&n:try, 
made an attack, on the 1 1th of Januaiy, 
l7Q5y with 60 grenadiers on the works 
at the extremi^ of the King's lines ; 
bat, two officers and several others 
being killed, the rest retreated. This 
repulse did not, however, discourage 
him ; fbr, early on the succeeding day, 
the attaek was renewed W 500 or 600 
gTeoadiers, French and Walons, sup- 
ported by 1000 Spaniards, under Lieu- 
tenasLt-<jreneral Tuy. Their disposition 
was to storm a breach which had been 
made in the round towei^ at the ex- 
tremity of the Kingfs lines, and another 
in the intrenchment on the hill. The 
retrenclvnent which covered the latter 
breach, with part of the intrenchment 
joixdnff the precipice of the rock, was 
defended at night by a captain, three 
suhaltems, and 90 men; but it was 
customary for the captain to withdraw, 
with two subalterns and 60 men, at 
daybreak. The round tower was de- 
fended by 180 men, commanded by a 
hexilbeaamitrcolcmeh The marqms, by 
deseiten from the garrison, had ob* 
tained intelligence of the strength of 
, tiiese posts, uid eonoerted his attack 
aooovduigly. The detachment for the 
Boper bieaeh mounted the rock at dead 
of ni^t, and concealed themselves in 
the defis till the captain had with- 
divwB. They then advanced to the 
pnnt of the intrenchment, and, throw- 
ing gfcoades on the subaltern and his 
party, obliged them to retreat. At the 
i time SOO men stormed the round 
, where lieutenant-Colonel Barr 
a iri^evoos defence, though the 
ny havmg passed the breach above, 
annoyed him on the flank with great 
stonas and grniades: observing, how- 
ever, the Spaniards marching down to 
c^ off hia retreat from the town, be 
i«lil«d» and by getting over the parsr 



pet of the Kisg^B lines, deseended into 
the covered way,, where the I^lish 
gnarda were posted. By this time ^ 
garriaon was alarmed; all the regii> 
meats assetnUed at their pr^r posts; 
and Captain Fisher endea^Kmred to 
stop the progress of the enemy with 17 
men, but was repulsed and himsetf 
taken prisoner. lieuteuant- Colonel 
Moncal, at laat, with 400 or 5Q0 men, 
charged them with such bravery, that 
they were repulsed, and the tower was 
retaken after it had been in thdor po«r 
session upwards of an hour. Soon after 
this atlaok, six companies of Dutch 
troops^ and 200 English soldiers, were 
received by the garrison, with profvi- 
sions and stores. 

lite Spaniards and French were s^ 
obstinately bent on the recovery of 
Gibraltar. The Marquis de Villada- 
rias was superseded by the Marshal 
Tess^, a French general; and Monsieur 
Pointis was directed to co-operate with 
the marshal in blocking up the port 
with a powerful fleet The marshal 
joined the army with four fresh bat* 
talions, besides eight companies which 
had beeu sent before. The ordnance^ 
which from constant use had been 
greatly injured, were totally exchanged ; 
and the works, as they then stood, were 
put in the best repair. 

The English ministry ha4 been mr 
formed of the enemy's new arrange«> 
ments ; and, sensible of the importance 
of Gibraltar, ordered a reinforcement, 
under Sir Thomas Dilkes aqd Sir John 
Hardy, to join Admiral Sir John Leake 
at lisbon. The junction being effected* 
and his own fleet refitted. Sir Johp, on 
the 6th of March, sailed with 28 Eng- 
lish, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese men- 
of-war, having on board two battalions. 
Happily for the besieged, the incessant 
rains iboat this period had retarded 
the marshal's <^rations, and greatly 
distressed Monsieur Pointis, several of 
whose ships were forced from th^ 
anchors by a strong westerly wind, and 
driven to the eastward. He, "with the 
remainder of his squadron, was quitting 
the bay, when the British admiral en- 
tered we Straits, and about half past 
fi.ve, OB the morning of the lOth, was 
fdm^ abreast of Qibrita Poi^t. Sir 
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John Leake, discoyering five sail mak- 
ing out of the hay, and a gun fired at 
them from the garrison, oondnded that 
the town was safe, and immediately 

STe chace. Three French ships of 
i line were taken, and Admiral JPoin- 
tis's ship and another ran ashore and 
borat. Sir John afterwards looked 
into Malaga, where some of the ships 
that had been driven from the harbour 
had taken shelter; but, hearing the 
report of the guns, they had made the 
b^ of their way to Toulon. Sir John, 
finding the pursuit of them in yain, 
returned on the 19th to Gibraltar, 
which was now so well supplied, that 
Marshal Tess^ withdrew his troops 
from the trenches, and formed a block- 
ade; drawing an intrenchment across 
the isthmus, to prevent the garrison 
firom ravaging the country. 

In the course of this siege, the enemy 
did not lose fewer than 10,000 men, 
including ^ose who died of sickness, 
&c. The garrison lost about 400. 

The Prince of Hesse remained in the 
place while the batteries were repaired: 
he made also some additions to ihe for- 
tifications, and left the garrison much 
stronger than it was before the siege. 
The prince then joined the Archduke 
Charles at Lisbon, where the combined 
fleets of England and Holland were 
assembled, to support that prince in 
obtaining the crown of Spain. 

As the archduke was resolved to try 
his fortune with. the Earl of Peter- 
borough, in Valencia and Catalonia, 
the Prince of Hesse was sent back to 
Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garri- 
son to embark, and soon after was fol- 
lowed by the fleet; upon whose arrival, 
in August, 1705, tiie archduke was 
received by the garrison as lawful 
sovereign of Spain, and proclaimed by 
the title of Charles IIL Having taken 
on board the English guards, and three 
old regiments, leaving only two new 
battalions in the town (as there was no 
danger to be apprehended from the 
enemy), they proceeded, on the 5th of 
August, for Valencia. His Majesty 
then appointed Major-General Riunos, 
who had been present during the sie^, 
governor of Gibraltar ; and sent with 
Dim about 400 men for its greater 



security. Greneral Eamoa afterwsrds 
resigned his government, and was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Roger Elliot; dur- 
ing whose government Gibraltar was 
made a free port, by a special order 
fit)m her Majesty Queen Ajine.; 

The following was the gorenor's 
manifesto on the occasion : — 

" By the Hon. Roger Elliot, CoI<md 
of one of her Majesty's regiments d 
foot, and Governor of the city and gar- 
rison of Gibraltar. 

" Whereas her Majesty of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. hath been graciously pleased, by 
her warrant to me, dated 1 9tli February 
last, to confirm her former declarations 
for the freedom of this port, and to re- 
gulate and command me not to permit 
any duty or imposition whatsoever to 
be laid or received for any ship or 
vessel, or for any goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, or provisions, imported or 
exported out of this port ; but that the 
same be free and open for all ships and 
vessels, goods, wares, merchandi^ and 
provisions : these are to make known 
and publish her said Majesty's royal 
will and pleasure ; and all persons con- 
cerned are hereby strictly required to 
take notice thereof, not presuming to 
demand or receive any duty or imposi- 
tion whatsoever for any ship or vessel, 
or for any goods, wares, merchandise, 
or provisions, as ihey will answer the 
contrary at their peril. 

" Given at Gibraltar, April, 1706." 

Colonel Congreve was cammandaBt 
before 1714. He was sucoeeded by 
Colonel Cotton. In 1720 Gibraltar 
seems to have been threatened by the 
Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanish farixess 
in Barbary, had then been besieeed 
many years by the Moors ; ' and a ror- 
midable fbrce, commanded by the Mar- 
quis de Leda, was assembled in Gibral- 
tar Bay, under pretence of relievii^it 
but with a secret intention of first sor* 
prising Gibraltar; for which purpose 
they had procured scaling-laddera, &e. 
&c This armament was not fitted cot 
so secretly but that the British minis- 
try had timely notice, and, soapecting 
some finesse, dispatched orden to Co- 
lonel Kane, governor of Minorca, im- 
mediately Id embark a part of his gir^ 
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rison, and repair to Gibraltar, under 
convoy of the fleet in the Mediterra- 
nean. On his arriyal he found Gibral- 
tar in a very critical situation; the 
garriBon consisting only of three weak 
battalions, commanded by Major He- 
therington, who, except Major Batte- 
roiix, was the only field-officer in the 
place. Many officers were absent, only 
fourteen days* provisions in the stores, 
and many Spaniards in the town, with 
a fleet before its walls. Such was the 
feeble posture of affairs when he op- 
portunely arrived with 500 men, provi- 
sions, and ammunition. The British 
commodore acted afterwards in so 
spirited a manner, that the Marquis de 
I>eda was obliged to sail for Ceuta, 
though he continued of opinion that 
the garrison might have been taken by 
a general assault 

This scheme proving abortive, Gib- 
raltar remained unmolested till the 
latter end of tiie year 1726, when the 
Spaniards, who had kept a watchful 
eye on the garrison, assembled an 
army in the neighbourhood of Alge- 
ziras. On the 20th of January follow- 
ing, they encamped on the plam below 
St. Roque, and began to erect a battery 
on ^e beach to protect their camp. 
Admiral Hopson was then at anchor in 
the bay, with a very formidable fleet; 
but, as he had not received any intelli- 
gence of hostilities having oonmienced 
between the courts of Great Britain and 
Madrid, he was with reluctance com- 
pelled to overlook the transporting of 
provisions, artillery, and ammunition 
fh>m Algeziras (where they had formed 
their depdts) to the camp. Brigadier 
Kane, who had been a second time or- 
dered from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay 
aho under similar embarrassments with 
the admiral. The operations of the 
enemy, however, tending towards a 
direct attack upon the garrison, he 
tlioiightit prudent to order the Spa- 
niarck out of the town, and forbid their 
galleys anchoring mder his guns. 

It most be understood that Gibraltar 
had undergone considerable alterations 
since the siege of 1705: several works 
had been erected on the heights above 
the lines, which were distinguished by 
thg name of Willis's batterios^ the 



Prince's lines were also extended to the 
extremity of the rock ; and an inunda- 
tion with a causeway was formed out 
of the morass that was in front of the 
grand battery. 

The Count de Las Torres commanded 
the Spanish forces, amounting to near 
20,000 men ; and soon after his camp 
was formed, he advanced within reach 
of the garrison. The brigadier there- 
upon dispatched a parley, to desire 
"That he would withdraw from the 
range of his guns, otherwise he should 
do his utmost to force him."' The 
count answered, "That, as the garri- 
son could conunand no more than they 
had power to maintain, he should obey 
his Catholic Majesty's orders, and en- 
croach as £ir as he was able." Not- 
withstanding this insult, as war had 
not been formally declared, the bri- 
gadier waived commencing hostilitiesi 
till the Spaniards, by their proceedings, 
should oblige him, in defence of his 
conunand. 

In the beginning of February, Bri- 
gadier Clayton, the lieutenant-go- 
vernor, arrived with reinforcements, 
on board Sir Charles Wager's fleet; 
and a council of war was immediately 
summoned, but the result was a deter- 
mination not to fire upon the Spaniards. 
The loth of February, the enemy 
brought materials for batteries to the 
old windmill, on the neutral ground ; 
upon which the lieutenant-governor 
again collected the sense of the admirals 
and field-officers ; when in tiie second 
council it was unanimously agreed tiiat 
the Spanish general had made open war 
in encroaching so &r on the liberties of 
the garrison. This being their opi- 
nion. Brigadier Clayton sent a parley 
to the count, to know the reason of his 
breaking ground : to which the count 
replied, that "he was on his master's 
ground, and was not answerable to any 
other person fbr his conduct." As this 
answer directly indicated the hostile 
intentions of the Spaniards^ the lieute- 
nant-governor, in the evening, witii- 
drew the out-guard, and the succeedine 
day in the aitemoon opened the old 
mole and Willis's batteries on their 
workmen. They persisted, neverthe- 
Usa, in carrying on the work ; aiul at 
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■i^t a large pMty marohed down to 
tfe» Denl'i Tover, where they inuDA- 
diately broke groond, and began a 
•onmnnieatioa with their odier work. 
Thif party were greatly annoyed in 
narchingtD their poBt» but were soon 
«Dder eorer of the roek» where the guns 
oonld not be depreaMd to bear upon 



Nmnbert of the enemy deterted to 
the garriaon, by whom, <m the 17tb, the 
Uentemmt-goremor was informed that 
tiwy were oonstmeting a mine, in a 
eave under Willis's, with an intention, 
if possible, to blow np that battery. 
The engineers on this inteUisenoe re* 
oouDoitered the oave; whidi, after 
some difficulty, they discovered, with a 
entry, at the entrance ; and a psurty was 
immediately statioDed to amioy the 
eomnranication with musketry. On 
the morning of the a2nd, the count 
0|WDed on tM garrison, with seyenteen 
ueoes of cannon, besides mortars. The 
01^ following Brigadier Kane left the 
garrison, to detach a reinforcement from 
Minorca. In the mean time Sir Charles 
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the 
fleet under their command, were con* 
stantly distressing the enemy, by inter* 
eepting their homeward-bound ships; 
and the priaes which were brought 
into the bay greatly benefited the be- 
sieged. The 3rd of March, the enemy 
(m^ied a new battery of 22 guns on the 
old mole and town; and on tiie 8th, 
another of 15 guns, bearing also upon 
the old mole, which, it seems, proval a 
troublesome battery to the western flank 
of their approaches. 

The lientenant-goTemor continued a 
constant and well-dir^sted fire frcaa. all 
the batteries that bore upon their works : 
but the ordnance in general being old 
were burstinff daily on the batteries ; 
by which accidents the garrison expe- 
nenced more casualties than from all 
the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col. 
Middleton's regfiment arrived, also six 
companies and a half of Col. Hay^s, 
with two engineers, a captain of aral- 
lerr, and several bombardiers, gunners, 
and matroeses, with 140 recruits for the 
other regiments. 

The admirals, the 2nd of April, 
formed the design of bombarding Alge- 



arai^ whence the enemy were amp 
stanUy supjdied with various articles 
of ammunition ; but the ships, alter 
getting undar way, were beoalme4>and 
obliged to come to anchor; after wbi<^ 
the navy never gave themselves any 
fiirther eoncem about annoyiaff them 
in that quarter. On the 10th Cctoiel 
Cosby arrived in the Solebay, with 
500 men, from Minorca; and two davi 
foUowioR the admir^ Miled to the 
westward, leaving Commodore Navies 
behind, with six men-of-war and the 
slocms. &t Charles did not retora 
durmg the siege. The 16th, the lieu* 
tenant-governor ordered two seijeants, 
with ten men each, to advance firom 
the spur-guard, under the rook, and 
along the causeway, and alarm the 
enem^ in the trenches; giving them 
directions to retire when they found 
their guards sufficiently alarmed, when 
he intended to salute them with grape, 
&0. from Willis's and the lines. Tliese 
orders were executed, and the enemy 
instantly beat to arms ; but th« bom- 
bardier appointed to give the signal to 
the batteries, firing too soon, the epemy 
saw through the design, and retireo 
without any conaiderabre loss. 

Lord Portmore, the governor, ar^ 
rived on the 21st, with a battalion of 
ffuards, and another of the line ; also 
Colonel Watson, of the artillery, with 
several noblemen as volunteers. The 
26th the count opened a new battery 
against Willis's and the extremity of 
IMnoe's lines. Their batteriea now 
mounted sixt^ cannon, besides mortars. 
In the beginning of May the garrison 
had intelugenoe that the enenay de- 
an assanh: precautioDa were 



accordingly taken, and the guns on 
the lower defences loaded with grape. 
The Spaniards added still to their 
approadies, and raised various com* 
munications to and firom their advanced 
batteries. Towards the 16th and 20th 
their firing abated, but their engbeers 
proceeded in aivandng their trenches. 
On the 31st a vessel arrived with 375 
barrels of powder from Lisbon. June 
the 3rd the Solebay came in, with a 
forther supply of 980 barrels of pow- 
der and 500 thirteen-inch shells, from 
Malum. The firii^ oontinned till the 
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12th, wlien about ten at niriit Colonel 
Ktzgerald, of the Irish bneade, beat 
$L parley, and being admitted into the 
norrison, delivered letters to Lowl 
Poitmore from the Dutch minister at 
the court of Madrid, wiUi a copy of 
the preliminaries of a general peace; 
"whereapon a suspension of arms took 
place and all hostilities c^ised on both 
sides. 

The garrison lost in the irhole about 
300 killed and wounded j and 70 can- 
non, with 30 mortars, burst during 
the siege. The enemy's casualties could 
never be ascertained. In killed, wound- 
ed, &c. it was computed they lost near 
3000 men. 

When Lord Portmore and the count 
agreed to a cessation, the Spaniards of 
course were compelled to forsake the 
mine under WUlis's: their parties, 
however, taking possession of it a 
second time, his lordship considered it 
as a breach of the articles of cessation, 
and represented it accordingly. The 
count afterwards withdrew ; the works 
were dismantled and levelled, and the 
troops retreated to their different can- 
tonments. 

The Spaniards during this siege 
never made the least attempt to cut off 
the communication by sea ; so that the 
garrison was regularly supplied witii 
provisions and fascines from Barbary, 
and had a regular correspondence wiu 
Bhig^and. 

In 1728 the Parliament of Great 
Britain addressed his Majesty King 
George II., to take effectual care, in 
the treaty then pending, to preserve his 
mtidonbted right to Gibraltar and the 
island of Minorca. Overtures had Jl)een 
made by his Majesty Greorge I. to re- 
store the former to Spain, if the parlia- 
ment would have consented to such 
restitution; but the minister, finding an 
opposition, declined proceeding in the 
bnmnesB. In 1730 Lieut.-Gen. Sabine 
was governor of Gibraltar. The Spa- 
maT& during his government erected 
the forts and lines across the isthmus, 
about a mile from the garrison, which 
e^ctoally prevent ainr communication 
with the country, taid, as we have ex- 
perienced, are of considerable advan- 
tage m case of a siege. The western 



ibrt, ealled St Philip's, entirely i 
mands the best anchorage on tiie siila 
of the bay next tiie garrison. lient;- 
Gen. Gdumlnne saceeeded General 
SalHBe,and hewassneoeeded by Lieot- 
Gen. Hargrave. 

General Iffland was appointed go- 
vernor in 1 749, at whidi tune a general 
relief of troops took place. The ests^ 
blishmait at tnat period was fbur bat- 
talions of infiintry and a company of 
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk and 
the Hon. General Herbert were seve- 
rally commandants in the absence of 
General Bland; and in 1755 Lieut- 
Gen. Fowkes was deputed governor. 
Lord Tyrawley succeeded him, in^ 
whose absence the Earl of Panmnie 
was commandant Earl Home was 
afterwards ^vemor, and died there in 
1761. During the government of this 
nobleman, about the year 1760, an in- 
cident occurred, which, as it alarmed 
the garrison very much at that time, is 
deserving of notice. Two British re- 
ghnents had been a very considerable 
time on that station, and, from the coa- 
tinuanoe of the war, saw littie prospect 
of being relieved. Amongst these a 
conspiracy was formed by some dis- 
affec^ persons to surprise, plunder, 
and massacre their officers, and in short 
all whom they judged to be averse to 
their designs. After securing the money 
which was intended fbr the payment of 
the troops, they meant to purchase for 
themselves a secure retr^t, by surren* 
deriuff this so much wished-for fortress 
into the hands of Spain. The numbers 
who joined the conspirators were not 
fewer than 730. An accidental quarrel 
in a wine-house defeated this dange- 
rous-project, and i>roduced a discovery. 
Reed, a private in the seventh regi- 
ment, was executed on the grand parade 
as the ringleader; and ten others were 



After the death of Lord Home, 
Colonel Tovey and Major^General 
Parslow were each commandants, till 
the Hon. Lieut-Gren. Comwallis was 
appointed governor. During this ge- 
neral's absence from the garrison, 
Colonel Irwin was commandant; and 
on General Comwallis leaving Gibral- 
tar a second time, Major-Gen. Boyd, 



f 



f2 



HISrrOBY OF THE 



[CHAF.I. 



lieatenant-goYernor, oommanded. In 
this general's government the garrison 
was considerably strengthened with 
three new bastions on the sea-line, and 
■additional improvements at the south- 
ward. 

' In 1776 the Right Hon. General 
Creorge Angostus EiUott was appointed 



governor of that important fortress, and 
joined his oonmiand in 1777. 

In 1767 General Eliott, who had 
been honoured in 1783 with the Order 
of the Bath for his glorious defence of 
Gibraltar, returned to England, and 
Major-General O'Hara was appointed 
commandant during his absence. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Deacription of the Rook, with the Fortifications and Town of Gibraltar— Remains of Moorish 
Architecture — Natural Curiosities— Climate— Vegetation— Fish ; and whence supplied with 
Cattle, &c. — Military establishment — Description of the Bay — ^Algeziras— Some accounts of 
the ancient City of Carteia — St. Roque— Conclusive Remarks. 



As the History which is to be the sub- 
ject of the following pages will be 
more in detail than & preceding nar- 
ratiye, it may on some accounts be ne- 
cessary, and cannot on any, I flatter 
myself, be disagreeable, to present the 
reader with a short description of this 
celebrated rock, and the fortifications 
which have been erected for its de- 
fence. 

The promontory, or rock, at the foot 
of whidi stands the town, is upwards of 
1300 feet in height ; projecting into the 
sea several miles from the continent, 
with which it is connected by an isth- 
mus of low sand. This appearance 
makes it not improbable that Mons 
Calpe in former ages has been totally 
surrounded by the sea. The north 
front of the peninsula, which presents 
itself to the main land, is of various 
heights. The breadth of the isthmus, 
at the foot of the rock, is about 900 
yards ; but it grows considerably wider 
towards the country. Across this isth- 
mus (which, with Gibraltar and the 
opposite coast, forms the bay) the Spa- 
niards have drawn a fortified line at 
about a mile's distance from the gar- 
rison, extending 1700 yards, and em- 
bracing both shores : a fort of masonry 
is erected at each extremity, mounting 
23 or 24 guns each ; these forts are of 
different forms, and are called Fort St. 
Philip and Fort St. Barbara. The 
former of them commands the best and 
the usual anchoring place of our ship- 
ping and small craft, and, by forming a 
cross fire with Fort St Barbara on the 
neutral ground, prevents all communi- 
cation &tweeu the garrison and the 
country* 



The rock, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, is upwards of 1300 feet perpendicu- 
lar above the level of the sea ; and is se- 
parated by a ridge from north to south, 
dividing it into two unequal parts. The 
western front or division is a gradual 
slope, interspersed with precipices ; but 
the opposite side, looking to the Medi- 
terranean, and the north front fkcing 
the Spanish lines, are both naturally 
very steep, and totally inaccessible. It 
is this peculiar circumstance which 
forms the chief strength of Gibraltar. 

The town is built at the foot of the 
north-west face of the hill, and is for- 
tified in an irregular manner. The 
communication with it from the isth- 
mus is by a long narrow causeway 
(serving as a dam to an immdation), 
which is defended by a curtain, witi 
two bastions, mounting 26 pieces of 
cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and 
glacis well mined. These, with the 
causeway, are warmly flanked by the 
King's, Queen's, and Prince's lines; 
works cut in the rock with immense 
labour, and scarped to be almost inao-. 
cessible. Above the lines are the bat- 
teries at Willis's, and others at different 
heights, until they crown the sunmiit 
of the rock, where several batteries are 
erected for cannon and mortars. These 
batteries, the lowest of which is up- 
wards of 400 feet above the neutiul 
ground, mount between 50 and 60 
pieces of heavv ordnance, and entirely 
command the isthmus below. Exclu- 
sive of what are here mentioned, addi- 
tional works of a sin^lar nature were 
projected in 1782, which, with others ia 
the lines, on a similar plan, that are 
(1789) executing under the direction of 
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Migor-Qenenl 0'Ha^^ vill render 6i- 
bnJIar almott impregnable in that 

rter. The old mde, to the west of 
IIMuid batterj, forms also a very 
fimmdable flank, and, with the lines, a 
enM»-fire on the causewaj and neutral 
gionnd. This battery has been finmd 
so great an annoyance to the besiegers, 
that, by way of distinction, it has long 
been known nnderthe appellation of 
tiie Devil's Tongue. Indeed, the ord* 
nance in the lines, upon the grand bat- 
tery, and the old mole, all together, ex- 
hilnt so formidable an appearance to a 
q»eetator on the caoseway, that the en- 
trance into the sirrison is called by the 
Spaniards the Mouth of Fire. 

From the grand battery, along the 
sea^ine, looking towards the bay, the 
town is defended by the North, Monta- 
goe's,* Prince of Orange's, Km^B, and 
South bastions; the Ime-wall or cur- 
tains between which mount mairr can- 
non and mortars. Montague's, Prince 
of Orange's, and ling's bastions have 
been erected lately. The latter is a 
very complete piece of fortification, 
commanding the bay from New to Old 
mole heads, and mounting 12 thirty- 
two {x>unders and four ten-mch howit- 
zers in front, 10 guns and howitzers 
on its flanks, and h^ casemates for 800 
men, with kitchens and orens for cook- 
ing. Montague's is much smaller, 
mounts only 12 pieces of cannon, but 
has a casemate for 200 men, communi- 
cating with the Old mole. In 1782 
the engineers began a cavalier upon 
this bastion for 2 guns; but it was 
not finished till after the grand attack 
in September. Another woiii: of this 
nature was likewise erected in the be- 
ginning of the blockade, for 5 guns, on 
the north bastion of the grand battery. 



* These bastions and the connecting enr- 
tdns were so much injuied in the last siege, 
thftt it was thought necessary to take them 
dawn, and strengthen this part of the town 
fortifications by an extensive line of new 
works projecting to a oonslderable distance 
into the aea ; the foundations of which wei« 
laid in 1788. Many offloeis, howeyer, doubt 
whether the substantial defences of Oibraltar 
are improved by these alterations. Some ad- 
ditions were likewise made in tlw same place 
to the Grand battery and at Land Port, where 
tbey were more wanted. 



The town on the sea4ine is not less 
protected by natural defences than by 
fortificationsi A shoal of sharp to^b 
extends along the fix>nt fiir into the 
bay, and prevents ships of large bur- 
then firom approaching very near fStut 
walls. 

From the south bastion (whi<^ is 
considerably higher than the rest of 
the works, m oraer to protect fiie tcrmt 
firom the eminences on the red audft) 
a curtain extends np the ihoe of the 
hill, and ccmdndes, at an i nacofca a i Me 
precipice, the works of the town. In 
this curtain is the South-port gate, 
before which, and the south bastion, is 
a dry ^tch, with a covered way and 
glacis. At the east end, on the de- 
clivity of the hill, above the gate, is a 
large flat bastion connected with fte 
curtain, and mounting 13 guns, bearnv 
on the bay, &c. This work is covered 
by a demi-bastion that joins the pre- 
cipice. Above the precipice, an tdd 
Moorish wall is contmued to the lidge 
of the rock ; in thefhmt of which a coi^ 
tain with loop-holes and redans (baSh 
in the reign of the Emperor CSmrles V ., 
and called after his name) extends to 
the top, effectually cutting off all onm* 
mnnication in that tpiarter. Betw«so 
the Moorish and CSuuies the FHO^ 
walls is the signal-house ; -whence, <m a 
serene and clear day, the guard have an 
unbounded view of the Mediterranean, 
and can just observe a part of the At- 
lantic Ocean over the Spanish moun- 
tains. Signals formerly were made 
at this post on the appearance of top- 
sail vessels from east and west; but 
soon after the commencement of tiie 
late war we discovered that the BpadA 
cruisers were more frequently informed 
of the approach of our fnaxAs by our 
signals than by their own. The ag> 
nsds were therefore discontinued dnnng 
the siege, but were resumed after tiie 
general peace of 1783. ^ 

The above account comprekesids a 
general description of the fortificaliens 
of tiie town, avoiding too minute « de* 
tail of each work. I sfaaQ th e ie fc re 
proceed in describing, in the snne 
general manner, the works to theaoq^ 
ward. 

From the south bastion a line-irin 
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k oontinned along the beaeh to the 
ISew mole, wliore an irregiilar fort is 
encted, mountuig 26 guu» This line* 
^all is divided bf a smsU bastkm of 
S gntt; and in lis rear is a retired 
'WOfk, €Blied the Princess of Wales^ 
lines, in which are several strong bai- 
ttrim for the sea. Near the soath 
^asitfon, though irithont the town, is a 
wiMtf ealled Bagged Stal^ ^idiere the 
•applies for the garrison are usually 
lauded, bong oonYement fiom its vi«- 
ciuty to the victaallingMoffioe and store* 
lionses in the town. The commmiica- 
tion to diis quay is by s^ial woodoi 
stairs, and a drawbridge openinff into 
tkeeovered way ; in front of whi^ is a 
small work of masonry moimting 2 

eAt the foot of the stairs is the 
where 'shipping take in water. 
Two tanks are also apprc^riated to 
ibis purpose near the eight-gnn bas- 



Witfain the New mole there is depth 
o^ water sufficient for a ship of the 
line to lie alongside the wharf and 
heave down. At iStte mole head is a 
emolai' battery for heavy metal, joined 
to die New mole fort by a strong wall, 
fraised; having a banquette for mus- 
ketry, with two embrasures opening 
towards the ba^. This mole, with the 
Old mole at Waterport, were built for 
the aceommodation of trading vessels : 
ttie fomier, however, is generally oc- 
ei^iied by men-of-war; and the latter, 
not having more than six feet at low 
water, oidy admits small craft to the 
wharft: merchantmen of larg% burthen 
are obliged therefore to anchor about 
half or three quarters of a mile from 
Waterport, in seven or eight ftithoms. 
Bot in time of war this anchorage is 
eonmoanded by the Spanish forts : they 
are cooseqnently, in case of a rupture 
widi Spain, under the necessity of re- 
moving to the southward of the New 
mole, where the ground is so rockj 
and foul that they are often in immi- 
nent danger during the strong south- 
erly winds. From the New mole fort 
to the north end of Rosia Bay,1he rock 
is diAcnlt of access; nevertheless a 
pafapet is continued, and batteries are 
erected, as situations dictate. The 



works at Boaia are strong, and flank 
each other. They ars close along 
the beach, which is low, and have a 
retired battery of 8 gnns in the rear. 

The rock continues to asoend foom 
the south point of Bosia Bay, by RBf»> 
scm's Lodge (behind which, upon an 
eminence, is a new battery en baf^ 
on traversing carriages), to Osmp" 
guard, and Boena Vista^ so caUed 
feom the beaarttfol prospect whidi is 
there presented to a spectstor of the 
bay and the neighboaring kingdoms of 
Barbary and Spain. A line-wall is 
raised, notwitketanding the rock bciag 
inaccessible, with cannon at different 
distances. At Buena Vista there are 
several guns en barbet, which have 
great command ; and the hill towards 
Europe is slightiy fortified, which 
gives it the appearance, at a distance, 
of an old castle repaired. The rodi 
then descends by tiie Devil's Bowlings 
green, so named from the irregularis 
of its surface, to Little Bay. At this 
post, which is totally surroimded with 
precipices, there is a hsa/bet batteiy, 
banking the works to the new mole : 
thence the rock cdhtinnes naturally 
steep for a considerable distance, when 
the line-wall and batteries recommence, 
and extend in an irregular manner tb 
Europa Point, tiie southern extremity 
of the garrison, tiiouj^ not the southern 
p(nnt of Europe. The rock fhnn tfaiB 
point is regularly perpendicular to 
Europa advance, where a few batteries, 
and a post at the Cave-^uard, terminate 
the works. The fortifications along 
the sea-line at Europa do not, however, 
constitute the principal strength of that 
part of the garrison. The retired and 
maooessible lines of Windmill-hill have 
great command, and, being situated 
within musket-shot of the sea, are very 
formidable, and of great consequence 
in that quarter. 

The preceding description, it it 
hoped, will be sufficientiy explanatory. 
The new bastions on the sea-line were 

Slanned and executed by, and under the 
irection of the chief engineer, Major- 
General Sir William Green, Bart 
Lieutenant-General Bobert B<r^d Imd 
the foundation-stone of the King's bat- 
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tioD, in the absence of Greneral Com* 
wallis, the governor. The garrison 
also underwent considerable alterations 
whilst he commanded: Windmill-hill 
was fortified, and other changes were 
effected at the sonthwani The im* 
proTements on the northern ftont were 
carried on under the direction of Ge- 
neral George Angnstos Eliott since 
he was appointed to the goremment 
The communication, orgaUery leading 
to St George's Hall, above Farring- 
don's battery; Queen's-lines battery, 
and communication ; two works of the 
same nature, which extend under the 



Queen's batterer (Willis's*), and in the 
rock above Prince of Hesse's bastion ; 
are all so aingnlarly contrived, and 
of so formidable a nature, that all 
direct attacks by land, henoeforwaid, 
may be considered as quixotism and 
insanity. 

Before the interior part of the pbct 
is described, it will not be improper to 
conclude the description of its outer 
works, by inserting an abstract of the 
guns, howitzers, and mortars mounted 
upon the different batteries. The oii- 
ginal, from which this was copied* was 
taken in the beginning of March, 1783, 



Cannon. 



Mortars. 



Ho^txets. 



Pounden. 




Inch. 




Inch. 


84 4 

Nature of Oidnanee . . 32 & 18 12 9 6 & 

^ 26 3 






5i 




13 


10 8 


4* 


10 8 H 






4 




Serviceable Ordnance, mounted , 77 122 104 70 16 25 38 


S9 


1 6 


34 


19 9 


Field Artillery . . . .0004068 











4 







2 7 


31 






77 149 lis 74 16 31 61 



29 3 13 6& 



19 9 4 



Total serviceable in the garrison. 663 pieces of artillery. 



The town of Gibraltar is built on a 
bed of red sand, similar to those emi- 
nences without Sk)uthport, which ori- 
ginally extended from Landport to the 
n)ot of the ascent to the south barracks. 
The buildings, before the town was 
destroyed in the late siege, were com- 
posed of different materials, principally 
of tapia;t though, since the English 
have been in possession of Gibraltar, 
many have been built of the rock- 
stone, plastered, and blue-washed on 
the outside, to break the powerful rays 
of the sun, which otherwise would be 
too glaring, and prejudicial to the eyes. 
The modern houses were in general 
covered with tiles ; but the flat terraced 
roo& remained in those erected by the 
Spaniards, and in some, the mirandas 
or towers, whence the hihabitants, 
without removing from home, had a 
beautiful and extensive prospect of the 
bay and neighbouring coasts. 



• The gallery under the Qaeen's battery 
has been continued by General O'Hara, and 
now communicates with the Prince's lines; 
it is called the Union Gallery. 

f A cement consisting of mortar made of 



aand, lime^ 

well tempered and wrougl 

acquires great strength and solidity. 



and small pebbles, which being 
^ht together in a Arame, 



Of the buildings that are most de< 
serving notice, the old Moorish castle 
is the most conspicuous. This antique 
structure is situated on the north-west 
side of the hill, and originally con- 
sisted of a triple wall, the outer in- 
closure descending to the water's edge : 
but the lower parts have long since 
been removed, and the grand battery 
and Waterport fortifications erected on 
their ruins; and the first, or upper 
wall, would long ago have shared the 
same fate, had it not been found of 
service in covering the town from the 
isthmus, in case of a siege. The walls 
standing at present form an obloog 
square, ascending the hill, at the upper 
angle of which is the principal tower, 
where the governor or alcaide for- 
merly resided. The ruins of a Moori^ 
mosque, or place of worship, can be 
traced within the walls; as also a 
neat morisque court, and reservoir for 
water: but the latter cannot, without 
great difficulty, be discovered by a 
stranger. A large tower on the south- 
east wall has long been converted into 
a magazine for powder; and in dif> 
ferent places quarters were fitted up^ 
before the late siege, for officers and 
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twoeompames of soldiers* This casde 
was erected, as I haye mentioned be- 
fore, by the Saracens or Moors, on their 
first invading Spain; and the present 
venerable remains are incontestable 
proofs of its magnificence whilst it 
continued in iheir possession. 

The other principal buildings are 
the convent, or governor's quarters; 
the lieatenant-govemor's house, which 
is a modem structure; the admiralty 
hoiwe, formerly a monastery of white 
friars ; the solcUers' barracks, victual* 
ling-criBce, and store-house. Besides 
these, there are the Spanish church, 
the atarasana, or galley-house, and 
some other buildings, formerly of note, 
but now in ruins from the fire of the 
Spanisffds during the late siege.'*' 

At the south:^ird are the S>uth bar- 
racks and ^e Navy hospital. The 
former a stately building, deligfatfolly 
situated, with a parade in front, and 
two pavilions detached ; ^e whole ca- 
pable of quartering 1200 men, and 
officers proportionate. The latter a 
capacious pile, well adapted to the pur- 
pose for which it was intended : it has 
an area in the centre, with piazzas and 
a gallery above, by which the sick may 
enjoy the sun, or shade, as they think 
proper : there are apartments for 1000 
men, with pavilions at each wing for 
the accommodation and convenience of 
the surgeons and their attendants. This 
hospital was orixrinally erected for the 
nav^, in case a British fleet should be 
stationed in the Mediterranean ; but, on 
the Spaniards bombarding the town in 
1 781, the governor removed into it the 
sick of the garrison. At some distance, 
in the frt>nt of the South barracks, are 
two powder magazines, in which the 
supplies frtnn England are usually de- 
posited, before they are distributed to 
the other ms^azines. These last were 
the chiel^ I mi^ht say almost the only 
boiMings remaming on the rock after 
the late siege ; and their preservation 
was owin^ to their being kept in con- 
stant repair by workmen purposely ap- 
pointed for that duty. 

* Sinee the peace of 1783, th^ gmteti port 
of the to«rii b«s been rebuilt, and (whicn is 
much to be regretted) on the old fon&dations 
and plan. 



Beside the remains of Moorish ar- 
chitecture which have ahneady bees 
mentioned, the following have been 
esteemed not unworthy ' of notice* 
Within the town we find tiie galley- 
house, and part of the Spanish church ; 
also the bomb-house, adjoining the 
line-wall: and at the southward; mina 
of Moorish buildings are discernible on 
Windmill-hill, and at Enropa. The 
former are situated on an eminence, 
but no antiquarian can determine to 
what use they were appropriated : some 
are of opinion they were burying-vaults 
for persons of rank; others 8ui)po8e 
them a prison ; whilst, in the garrison, 
the whole is generally known by the 
name <^ the Inquisition. At Europa, 
opposite the guard-house, may be traced 
the remains of a building erected by 
the Moors, but used by the Spaniards as 
a chapel, and called Nuestra Senora del 
Europa. Along the water's edge, with- 
out tiie fortification, are also several 
ruins of Moorish walls; and towards 
Europa Advance is a Moorish bath, 
called by the garrison the Nuns' Well. 
It is sunk 8 feet deep in the rock, 
is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and 
to preserve the water, has an arched 
roof, supported by pillars. To the left 
of this bath is a cave, under Windmill- 
hill, known by the name of Beef-steak 
Cave, which was a common residence 
for many of the inhabitants during the 
lata siege. 

The hill abounds in cavities, that 
serve as receptacles for the rain. None, 
however, is so singular and worthy of 
notice as St. Michael's Cave, on the side 
of the hill, in a line .with the Soulh 
barracks, about 1100 feet above the 
level of the sea. At the entrance are 
the remains of a strong wall. Th6 
mouth is only 5 feet wide; but on 
descending a slope of earth, it widens 
conmderably, and, with the assistance 
of torches, the openings of several 
smaller caves are discovered. The 
outer cave is about 200 feet long, and 
90 broad. The top appears to be sup- 
I)orted by pillars of vast magjnitude, 
formed by the perpetual droppings of 
petrifying water, the whole bearing 
great resemblance to the inside of « 
gloomy Gothic cathedral* 
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Tbe «e«eral gniditloDi ia tbe pro- 
mis of tfaete petiifiietioiis are eaaiy 
maotiyemi, la M«ie may be obaenred 
SBiitl«aiAtalfl, depeeading fhmi the ro(< 
ivfeflflt prapoitkmafale liMes fiae nadev- 
aealfc : 4>flwnig8]a ai« fbrmed of iwrjr 
inall diamcHer ; aad a Ifcurd dMs, im- 
Bienel J tsrge, «eeM t» tapport Hie «oof 
flf lius wanderlhl <awra. yialan 
are geacridlj' oondiuiled to wiew iSbaa 
cave ; and nBiiilben,ivitiL the aniMBoe 
^ ropes and towhes, lane attempted 
to «Kplo*e the depA ; honrever, aAer 
desoen^^ afeoat fOO feet, ^&ey Iuito 
heea obliged to letnni, by the gross 
Tapoan wUdh issued mm teoeath. 
it was ia'iUs ewe 4liat the flpaaiakls 
eeneealed theaiseltpeB in Ae si^se of 
1727, wlieB a fiartgr of ften, 'aaf»* 
oeiyed, got tato «e garrison, at the 
O&Te-gnm, aesr Eor^ Advance, bat 
aftenrards 'flaled in their enterprise. 

Tbere are several other eaves «n dif- 
ferent pertsof the hlllySnirfaiGh the water 
poesesses "fhe seme <pofenfying qnatitite. 
One under Middle-hill, celled Poeo- 
roca, was fitted naip, preTions to tbe 
bentbardment, Ifor tfie gcvenior's ro- 
eeption ; but was afterwords oonirerted 
into a powder magazine, being verf 
eoBTenient for 'the ^Nttteriea on (die 
he»fats. 

Amongst the mtoml 'Cnnodties 4f 
Gibndtar, 'the 'petrified bones, fenad ia 
tie earities «f ihe vocfas, ha^ gKBtly 
attracted the attention of the •earious. 
These bones are not found tin one par- 
ticular part, bufhave been diaooverad 
in -various {Places $^ a considerable dia- 
tance^meadh other. Fvomtbevoeks 
near Rosia Bay If without the !Hne- 
^wall) great quantkies ^of ttiis cunous , 
petriftt^on have been cdllectod, and : 
aent home fer the inspection of nato- 1 
ndistB. Some of tiie bones aie of 1ax»e ' 
diameter; and, being ^broken wi& rthe 
rode, Ibe marrow is easUgr io be dis- 
'fiiyguashed. Colonel James, in hasj 
^Aescription ct Cribraltar, raentiaos an 
ienfire human dLcleton being disooveied 
^fai the solid rodk iit ihe (Phnee's lines ; 
;whidi the miner blew to pieces: aad' 
in the beginning cff the late blockade,' 
a par^. of miners, forming a cave at 
Upper All*s WeM,in the lines, prodnced 
several bones ^that "were '^HnAed to the 



mek, and appoved to havie UMaged 
to a lai^ge hird: b^i^ preaeBt at (he 
time, I pfaoved ae«enl firagmeirti; 
bat in the beMbardiaeBct «f 1781 ih^ 
wefe4eBtfD|«dwith odMsr siaoBar ear 
rionfics. 

The hill iataautkiaUefbr ilMMNiate 
of apes jfeontits aanusHt which asesaid 
not to ^ tend ta any after part of 
Bpaia. They braed in plaofla mtttie^ 
8adeito9Baa,aziddEraaBca1iy appear is 
lane drovges wsdi Aeur yamm 4m ihfu 
haekB,4>nthewMtenifefie «f fAe hSl 
it is imsffl a wi Hiey ware m^oOj 
brought firan Barfaary by the Moon, as 
ajumlarapeeifisinhidnto MmsAbyh^ 
which, oa that aeeonnt, is ^^saenflj 
dOled Ape'a^hiH. fied-l^gad par- 
tridges aae tiAen jfinuid In tvnj»; 
woodooeha aad <teal aneaoaMtfaaesfleeii, 
aad wild nUbilB are caug^ about 
Swopa and WindnullihiH. Tht gar- 
riaan orders ferbid offioevs ^ siiMt oa 
thewaatem side of the rock; parties 
however, often m m boats rotind £»• 
sopa Paint io kul wild fancona, wUi^ 
aae tnameBons in -the .caret. 

Eagles «Dd vufcarea anntiaBT •viEat 
GihialtBr f nun Barbary, in ifaeir way 
to tthe inlerifir parts of l^aain. Tlw 
feoner breed in <fhe craggy parts of 
tfie rock, and, irilk <tbe iisn% are 4rfkEa 
seen towering ranndaliaaBinut Mfm- 
dietoes lave ^xttsedingily tRHtfafaaove 
towards ihe dboae x» aannaer^ and 
kcualB ase sometimes foaad. Tbe 
aoorpioD, centipefl,aiid atber ^v eDOBKi M S 
reDtiles,abQnnd amongst lAe lockaiad 
M boildmgs ; andite hfrnnleas green 
lisard andanake are ^keqneally caqgiit 
by itfae SQ&diaai, who, after diaWBag 
tiKir toeth, tesat tem waA eavy 
-maik of -fondness. 

With repaid tosihe Annate «f Gib- 
sahar/the ulfaabitaats breaflie a-teaipe- 
rate and wholesome jur ftr aMst pairt 
or ckhe yesdr. The aoaflwr lassdhs of 
JiiaeHJ uly,^a nd Ai|gnat jaeteaaeonvdt 
wanra, with a perpetual amie and 
dear slqrj theiinLtaa how^ever alU9«d, 
4n a gseat mfiasaae, by a eooi^ant ae- 
freshing breeze ihaa tthe aea, which 
usually sets in about ten in the fan- 
noon, continuing till cdmost aanaet; 
and, firom its invigorating and agree- 
able coolness, is ' emphaticallj caUed 
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the Doetor^ Xbe .cold in winter is iiat 
C9 exc«isiK« las in ike peighbonHug 
parts of the eovnlry. Snov dWs bat 
ssldom, tiiod ice is .» raiiigr; yet ii^ 
Granadaan mpnntains ^ Spain, and 1^ 
Igifty mountains in A&icm hwe S90W 
l^ing on Hksm Sot seWal Months. 
Uevry rains, high winds, .mi most 
tiTOxneodoBs thnndor* vith dcvadMly 
vivid U^tninff, are the attendant? on 
IDeoevUHir an^ Janwf^ The 2^n 
then pours .dpwn w itorrents from .the 
hill, and, descending with ^reat iTspi- 
dity, oftfA chokes up the di»ius with 
li^e gum» wd nibhisb, mi ^me- 
tiaies .does igsei^t ixyury to the worlis ; 
Int these storms are never of long 
docaidim: the sfy soon clears up; ,the 
heayy .Qloads dispe^rse; the oheeiing 
SUA appears, «od sufficiently ,cowen* 
sates cor .the ihonoffi joi the pc^oemg 
night. It is during ti^is jmssou >that 
the wator that -serves the ganjson for 
tiiA.epmiBg sununey* is ooUected. The 
a^uednot, which oonduQts >it ito 'the 
Muntain in ;the 4)^tre of the jtown, is 
eaateemely well ecec^ited ; and if^ onor 
fitracted by a tooit, an^hen -the Spaniards 
wece in possession of Qihrato. It is 
erected beneath t^ bflfik Qf sand, with- 
out -Sooth pQ|!t, beginiUDg ,to the south- 
vfud of v^ eic^wt^gun bastion, imd, 
Qolleftting rtbe jrain-water that filters 
thcoufch :tbe sand, .conducts it to the 
S<iiith port, and ^i^ceto the fouz^tain. 
The water, thus strained and piurified, 
js fem^rkably clear and wholesome. 
. The aijpeanuMefOf the Bock is barren 
suid forbidding, as ^few trees or shrubs, 
enoenting jpahnettos, ai^e to be seen on 
the m» of the hill ; yet it is not en- 
tirely destitute pf v^getsidon; wild 
^riw, (of .^^rent kiods^ sprinff up in 
the intand^es of the 4^ks, ?nihen jthe 
periodioal grains fieitin» fkod afipord .pome 
tcifling Qowishin^ to the bulloojcsj 
sheep, aod goats tM towse ^pQn the 
hiiL The im J»ins g^ne^y UXi in 
September or • October, ,mi «Q^tiniie {|t 
iatervals to refresh ijae .garrison tiU 
^Ai^ril or Msy* When ithey cease, m^ 
Ihe poKeffisd raTS <^ ^ spn have 
withered ^e little verdiire tll^t ap- 
peared on the hiH, .nothing (#esp to 
the eye ^lot shlli:p uncouth rop^ %nd 
dl»e^ pwhii^tl^ ;l>qillS8. Xhe foil .inf- 



lected 1^ the Ipw gnx^d is, ho^esrer^ 
ejLtre^ely rich and fmile, producing i^ 
variety oil d:Tiits and vegetables. Oolo- 
xiel James, in his elaborate J|^story gf 
th^ Herculefm Straitis, enuinerates no 
less than 300 different herbs which are 
to be fo^nd on .varioi^ pants of the 
rock. Oil^tar ,cou(9e4u^y nust be 
m <e^cellen^ ^eld c^ fu^ouses^ept ^ a 
bptan^Sl? 

The g^^rison, before <the .blockade^ 
17.79, ws^ chie#y supplied Fith roo||{ 
$uid jfacdou-stufi' fWkm the gardens op 
%^ peu^rai jgrqwi^, Fhi<4» $«u^ <» f 
flat, could #hnost .cgpst^tly ,(ev^ ^ 
summer) be kc^ in a ^t$^ pf .v;eger 
tiktiqp. ^f\^ jf<4>netQi^ of these gfM*r 
dens were oblig^ to relinquish tha^i 
in I77i), {i¥^ the Spf^uards ereoted 
th€^ adya^KVced wqrks : fi«m ,4hat j)eriq^ 
General ^iol^ ep<K)ur^(i x^nltiv^L^jk^ 
witjhin his.^wn liiftijts by .every iK)»sibie 
ipdulgepce. M^y plots st ^e ^o^th- 
Wi^d .were .^liclo^ witji valls, ,ie 
ground deared of stones and ruhbi^, 
9^^ soil .Q9llected (>;Qni other pai^sl; 
soth^w;^ assiduity .ai^^d perseverani^. 
f^r some time the produce during the 
wiptcar .season was so increased as to j^ 
^most j^u^ to .^e consumption ; lu^ 
probably, ifo. the spaqe of a few years, 
the^isrrisim may be.totally indepei^ent, 
in this article, of ^ny assistance from 
the nei^bourhqod. 

Gibraltar, being nearly surrouQde^ 
by the sea, is exQeedinrfy well sup- 
plied with fish : the Joln-doree, tpr- 
hot, spley salmon, hake, rock-cod, mid- 
lej^ and ranger, .^ith great variety, of 
less note, fM*e caught along the Spa^i^ 
shore, and in (JUbferent parts of the bay. 
Mackerel are idsp tajken in v;ast nu^i- 
bers 4urmg ^e season, an^ shell-^^ 
are somcitimes brought from the neigli- 
bofiring pfirts. The Moors, in time pf 
n^^^ .supply the garrison wi^ o?> 
b^ mutton, ^^ and $Q\i^,y^, ,pp 
moai^rate terin^.; and firoqi Spf^n th^ 
proq^ire pork, w^ich is remarkable ^ 
Its jsoKeetness ,mi :flavpur. Fruits pf 
all kii^ds, 4^^ AS melons, orang^ 
green figs, grapes, pomegranates, &c., 
are brought in abundance from Bar- 
bary and Portugal : and the best wines 
are drank at very reasonable prices. 

The present military i 
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of Gibraltar (Ist of Jvcmary, 1790) 
consists of six companies of artillery, 
nine r^nments of the line, and a com- 
pany of artificers, commanded by en* 
gineers; composing an army of up- 
wards of 4000 men, officers included. 
Before the late bombardment, the 
troops were quartered in the barracks 
at the southward, and in quarters fitted 
up out of the old Spanish buildings in 
town. The officers were distributed 
in the same manner ; but in case of re- 
inforcements, and that government 
quarters were not sufficient for their 
accommodation, billet-money was al- 
lowed in proportion to rank, and the 
officers hired lod^ngs from the inha- 
bitants. 

The reg^ents, on their arrival in 
the garrison, are entitled to salt pro- 
visions from the stores, in the follow- 
ing proportion.* One ration for each 
Serjeant, coiporal, drummer, and pri- 
vate, cx)nsisting of 7 lbs. of bread, de- 
livered twice a week, beef 2 lbs. 8 oz., 
pork 1 lb., butter 10 oz., peas half a 
gallon, and groats 3 pints : every com- 
missioned and warrant officer, under a 
captain, receives two rations, a captain 
three, a major and lieutenant-colonel 
four, a colonel six. In times of pro- 
found peace, officers generally receive 
a compensation in money for their pro- 
visions, or dispose of them to the Jews, 
of whom there are great numbers in 
the g;»Trison, who are always ready to 
purchase, or take them in barter. The 
troops are paid in currency, which, let 
the exchange of the garrison be above 
or below par, never varies to the non- 
commissioned and privates. A serjeant 
receives weekly, as full garrison pay, 
one dollar, six reals, equal to ninepence 
sterling, per diem; a corporal, and 
drummer, one dollar, one real, and five 
quartils, in sterling about sixpence 
per diem ; and a private, seven reals, 
or fouroence half-penny sterling per 
diem. Officers receive tneir subsistence 
according to the currency: thirty-six 
pence per dollar is par. During the late 



* The garrison of Gibvaltar is now put oa 
the same footing as all other British garrisons 
abroad, in respect to rations of provisions as 
%-elI as rates or pay. j 



bombardment, the exchange, for a con- 
siderable time, was as high as forty« 
two pence, by which those gentlemen 
who were under the necessity of draw- 
ing for their pay, lost sixpence in ereiy 
tmee shillings; and it seldom was 
lower than forty pence whilst the siege 
continued. The coins current in Gib- 
raltar are those used in Spain. All 
accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and 
quartils : the two former, like the pound 
sterling, are imaginary; the latter is 
a copper coin. 

The bay of Gibraltar, formed by 
the headlands of Cabrita and Europa 
points, is conunodious, and seems in- 
tended by nature to command the 
Straits : there are opportunities, how- 
ever, when a fleet may pass miobserved 
by tiie garrison; for such is the im- 
penetrable thickness of the mists, 
which usually prevail during the east- 
erly winds, that many ships have ha£> 
fled the vigilance of the cnusera, and 
gone through unnoticed; the south- 
westerly wmds, particularly at the 
equinox, are also often attended with 
such thick and rainy weather, that ves^ 
sels have passed through and got into 
the bay without being seen. 

Since Gibraltar has been in the pos- 
session of the English, the Spaniards 
have erected, in different parts of the 
bay, several batteries and forts fbr the 
protection of their small craft in war, 
and to prevent their coast from being 
annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a b^ 
rocky point, are a barbet battery and 
watch-tower, whence, during the block- 
ade, signals of flags by da^, and lights 
at night, were miade to inform the 
Spanish cruisers at Algeziras, &c. of 
the approach of any vessel towards the 
bay. These watch-towers are distri- 
buted, at short distances, along the 
coast for a considerable extent, to alarm 
the country, in case of a visit from the 
Algerines, or when any other extraor* 
dinary circumstance happens. To the 
northward of CJabrita are two othersi 
with a fort at tiie northernmost towers 
which is called San Garcia : Uie point 
on which the latter are erected pio- 
jects, with a long reef of dangeroos 
shoals and rocks, considerably into the 
bay. Tho town and islaQd of Alg» 
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ns, with their batteries, then appear 
in view, 

Algeziras lies opposite to Gibraltar, 
about 5i miles across the bay ; and, 
since the late aege, has greatly in- 
creased in consequence and wealth. 
The town was built and fortified by 
tiie Saracens about the year 714, two 
years after their establishment at Gib- 
raltar. It is remarkable for bein^ the 
place where those ibvaders first disem- 
barked, when they so rapidly over- 
turned the Gothic empire in Spain; 
and, as well as Gibraltar, was erected 
to preserve a communication with 
Africa. Whilst the Moors maintained 
their conquests, it consequently became 
a city of great importance and strength. 
We find, during the successive wars 
which took place between the Moors 
and the Spaniards, Algeziras was fre- 
quently besieged by the kings of Cas- 
tile ; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell 
into the hands of the Christians in 
1810, this city resisted all their efibrts. 
At length, after a most obstinate siege 
in 1344, Algeziras was compelled to 
sarrender to the victorious arms of 
Alonzo XI. The siege continued 
twenty months, and most of the potent- 
ates in Europe interested themselves in 
the event, by sending succours to the 
Christian besiegers. The English un- 
der the Duke of Lancaster, the Earls 
of Derby, Leicester, Salisbury, and 
Lincoln, particularly distinguished 
themselves by their gallantry and 
conduct during this memorable con- 
test It is worthy of remark, that 
cannon are said to luive been first made 
use of in this siege, by the Moors 
against the assailants ; and the English, 
profiting by the knowledge gained on 
this occasion, afterwards used them at 
Ihe glorious battle of Cressy. The 
Spaniards continued masters of the 
town till 1369, when the Moors of 
Granada surprised the city ; but being 
unable to retain it, they demolished the 
works, and carried away the inhabit- 
MiotB captive. 

Whilst the Moors kept possession of 
Gibraltar, which was now in its turn 
heoome a city of importance, the Spa- 
aiards never attempted to rebuild Alge- 
adras ; and still less did they esteem it 



an object worthy their attention, after 
Gibraltar fell into their hands. The 
town, therefore, remained In ruins and 
desolate, excepting^ a few fishermen's 
huts, till the Spaniards, in the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century, thought 
proper, after the final cession of Gib- 
raltar to Great Britain, to repeople and 
secure it by a few batteries towards th« 
sea, which also might occasionally pro« 
tect their cruisers in time of war. 
Since that period, from the constant 
intercourse and trade which subsisted 
between it and Gibraltar before the 
war of 1779, Algeziras is become a 
town of some consequence and wealth ; 
and, as a writer has justly expressed* 
** like a phoenix, has risen out of its 
own ashes, after being for ages in 
ruins." 

llie New Town is built to the north* 
ward of the old city (whose venerable 
ruins still remain), and is defended to 
the southward by a battery of 9 or 
10 guns, erected on an island some dis*- 
. tance from the shore. To the north- 
ward of the town is another battery of 
6 guns, and a littie farther, on an emi- 
nence, one of 22, which was raised by 
Admiral Barcelo, when he was appre- 
hensive of an attack firom Sir George 
Rodney in 1780. Between the island 
and the town, small craft find tolerable 
shelter ; but ships of war, or of large 
burthen, anchor to the northwara^ 
The lands round the town are much 
cultivated, and, with the shipping, 
form, in Uie spring, a pleasantiy va- 
riegated and beautifiil prospect to a 
spectator at Gibraltar. A detachment 
or regiment of infantry is constantly 
on duty here, who, with tiiose of the 
Spanish lines and neighbourhood, are 
under the orders of the conmiandaut 
at St. Roque. 

To the northward of Algeziras arei 
the rivers Palmones and Guadaranque : 
the former is the broader and deeper 
of the two, and was the principal re- 
treat of the Spanish gun and mortar 
boats, when they wanted repairs, after 
boinbarding the garrison. Admiral 
Barcelo in this river also prepared 
the fire-«hips he sent over m June, 
1780. On the east banks of the Gua* 
daranque, near Rocadillo Point, wher^ 
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^n^rabHf niiii'ir of f&e «tfc^ ftMbw 
crty of C«rttiaL TMff oelelyratS^ pla^, 
scarcely « Moile of WbV^ i* iVoi^ feft to 
mform pMiterity #li«?e it tteod, is i^ 
ported to hsi^t beete- MOt B^ Ae Ph«^ 
micisfoSr in t1x» ftrs€ «fge!»6f iamA^oH^ 
^iMn thoM ^yeiMi#eri» Visited £« eft^ 
1M*i« ptfrti of mtHmiikaa^ikil'om. 
Hisfofiims mMrfioBl it itM^ tktf OamUS 
<3/t Garfeia, Heraciia, t^ CiUpt CitrUiiA, 
Wlien the CailthaJgitftiaMw bedutftf s 
tm^tM niMiofi; aMi ^m^ M fl^e^ Sovtf- 
ftigtitj t(f SpAin, Cilr«ei« iteaifif^iiK^ 
lis indepeiMlence for sortie fime, tSfl 
Hannibal, iCc(A>rdingf ti^ Li!^, t/totmed 
t^ eity, and demoli^bed mosll of its 
works. When Sclpio oM^edl tie C*- 
ttAginiaii» to <|irit Spu&, Caft^ w«S k 
place of little Importance; but tte 
KomanS" findingf it a conreni^nt station 
ftr their riavy, the chy t^j* inc^rttsed! 
irith ft Romait colony, «i!i(d oneie inotfl 
ft^ean to rtae i^^to splendonf aiAf Aiag- 
BraceifMie. After the ikieniorable bferttie 
of Monday Cneius I^o*ipey fled ib C*r- 
wia, htit,' behi|^ pvtifstt^df Wfti dbUged 
to le^te it precipitately. As tM BbtnaA 
etnpire dIecHhed, so did Cartel!!^ ; and 
pitebsflMy, soon after the? iitvtpUda of th«? 
Cloths And VafifdalS, it beti^d almost 
desolate ihid iraste. On die inTamotf 
6i Sp^ hf the SaraceAs; thlot tnition 
thidoubt^diy dismit^lJekl the buildings 
of this famons cftv for fttttterials to 
ere^t Oibrathai' and Alge^rtB. The 
rWAftins of k quay a^ Still visft)le, W^dl 
ttrtrie few I'nins w pAblid btfrfdings; kp- 
iterehtlf K^AaA; fttfd fheJ 66trtit^ 
pe^d^am M filling the grotrnd, of^E^fh 
fliW ttfrtotis atftitftte coiA^ which cnrt- 
AtfS antiqtiii^iatis ha^e* tot fhbu^ht uh- 
#orthy of k Alace in their o«bmets. 

Half-iw*y bef Weett the Chiadftranqftfe 
and the garrison is anotbet' foH and 
<6#e^, calfed P6ini Mala, of Negro 
Pofetj tor th6 horthw«ftf of* Whi<* is the 
nSshi Ullage of 9t. Roqiie. iTMs is 
& small lAsignifieahi to^^, though de- 
fijifhtftilly ^tn^ted, ftt atoiit five' ifiifes 

fiaac^ fi^dm OibMltar. li ip^as built 
the Spaniards, in the be^iH^^ 6f the 
eighteenth 6€Wtur^, when thiJ garrison 
•f Oibrttitei' 6itf retrderefd to Slt» Cf fibrge 
Modke, The l^^hi^h ebtfrma^dant of 



dettee; add during the mege latSet 
the Dnke de Crillon, the Count dTAf* 
tow aUfd thie Eftnbe de Bottratyfr ud 
apftfUii^Bls hit tfli^ wNnk'. Pi^Viouft to 
m waf of 1 7fd'i1>#» olteft' fifeqNiented 
bt Aero£ll6Se^ ^itt* Gibraltar ; and in 
me s^fittgf tod StoAifeff seaSoBs British 
jfiiiliUiHek feiifded ifi^fe^ for ieveral 
Itt^ntfaS'f §(tiii€ riff fm hlfisVCut <n uieip 
healft, oCheif^ ft¥ pfeSttm^. The eoffr> 
I bined iriby, dnrfng uie lave sic^ge, en- 
6iitf pied oti the ^f^ ielo# St fioqiie, 
aivd l'atnd6d aH fhelr d^-diutooe and 
ttilTeai>y store? * Utile t6 the westward 
of Foiin Maht^ nea^ l!he OtHage^grGre, 
I dM^tot help'iem^klAg ui thiirpCac^ 
aiittf AhAki^ tu^ <iViTs of tos hi:fe sfegCi 
the eitnatm have in regret fiie inter' 
fttptioii of ttoft MenSy hiterooiirse 
whf6h' biefbre fitfbsisted bet^eem iSsffnL 
Sitct the neignbcyth^hobd, ttAn wfavdf is^ 
Mtvr pft)htb}ted by the SpaiM^ giorern* 
AteAt. W hell the conimttttxcatroA was 
free and ttoliMii^ (elc^pt M ]^t 6f 
introducing a c6ntrsbluMl frafmc iri 
Sptfhi), th* liiost friehAy fAfimaey sah- 
^sted bet#eeh the Bfr^fisSt ikrHit&fy' amd 
the SpttniaMtf f(es?dent in the a^pdettC 
Tillai^ Parties were recifjfocany ri- 
8it9ng each: othei^, and the officers cok- 
stantly' making ejtcnrsions htto the 
cottotfy. These eicu^sionsv with ofliertr 
to the coast of* Baitaiy (which in the 
season superiabounds with various 6pe=- 
cies of game). Were pleasing relaxaticms' 
from &e duties of the garriscm, tati 
rendered Gibraltaf as eligible i. station 
as aft V iff Which a ferfie* 6<rald be of- 
derted. 

Gfifyf^haf to dBi&ttMfidiri^ theT ^nitiuA^ 
of th^ M&^^iet!fmtkti^ And .coftseiq[a^tly 
as c^ble of conttoltiftg the &mttittiig 
6f the £i](ft>p^an5 i^ith, the Le'^'attt; of 
Wh^thef we consider it to &htid^ itti- 
^rejgnable by tfdtui^ atid consecfueftfiy 
to most ^usceptibfeOT the im^rbvenjens 
of ai^ it^ «itnati6ti is, perhkps, iatire 
singmiif Atd eurfotls than thai of lin/ 
fortress in theirofld. The^ dteutii- 
stances, and the degree of ^onset^ueiietf 
whic^ it ednfefs 6^ its pd^seasof , in the 
opinion of the Bfarbsairy stsites, have iKiC 
felled t6 eieite t&e attehtiofi aiid alaftf 
the imetests of' liiost luatttiine haticMtf 
'td tttfGpe ; ^d, With th& iht^ltitdde &f 



iWo.J 



SlSCffi or GtSSULVTAU. 



least, it has always been an object of 
pcditical importance. Politidans, how- 
ever, there have been, of no inferior 
rank, who have thought very differentlpr 
of its value and ntihty. On this deh- 
cate sabject I will frankly confess my 



inability to decide. I shall, therefore, 
withont further apology, leave these 
speculations to men of more leisure and 
experience, and proceed to matters bet- 
ter adapted to my capacity and infor- 
mation. 
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Although the Spamaids had been 
thrice defeated in their attempts to re- 
cover Gibraltar, they continued to yiew 
that garrison with a jealous eye, deter- 
mined, if we may judge from their late 
conduct, to seize the first eligible op- 
portunity of wresting it, jf j^ossible, 
from the dominion of Great Britain. 

The war of 1762 was too unexpected 
on the part of Spain, and conducted 
with too great success by the British 
minister, to admit of such an enterprise 
as the siege of Gibraltar. The period 
was not, however, far distant when the 
contest between Great Britain and her 
colonies seemed to promise as favour- 
able an opportunity as their warmest 
wishes could have anticipated; parti- 
larly when, in addition to the dvil war, 
they found hostilities taking place be- 
tween Great Britain and Fruice. Hie 
dose of the jear 1 777, when the news of 
the convention of Saratoga first arrived 
in Europe, was the period which they 
embraced to introduce themselves into 
the dispute. Hostilities had then been 
carried on for near six months between 
Great Britain and France : Spain there- 
fore judged the opportunity fiivourable 
to ofifer her mediation, proposing such 
an arrangement as she must be assured 
would not be agreeable to the principal 
belligerent powers. Great Bntun had 
no sooner refiised her acquiescence than 
the court of Madrid espoused the part 
of France; and, on the 16th of June, 
1 779, the Spanish ambassador, the Mar- 



quis d'Almodovar, presented to the 
court of London his hostile i^ptnifesto. 

The principal desi^ of the court of 
Madrid, in entering mto this war, was 
evidentiy the recovery of Gibraltar. 
Before any reply was giveo by the 
British ministry to their proposals for 
a pacification, overtures had been pri- 
vately made to the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco to fiEurm the ports of Tetoan, Tan- 
S'er, and Larache, by which means 
ibraltar might be cut off from its 
principal supplies. Thiscondactseemed 
to argue a confidence that her terms in 
the mediation would be refused ; and 
the considerable depots of m&tazy 
stores which were collected in her ane- 
nals undoubtedljr pointed oat that the 
siege of that garrison was her first and 
immediate object On the 2l8t of June, 
1 779, the communication between Spain 
and Gibraltar was closed, by an order 
from Madrid. 

Two< 

neral] , „ 

by many field-officers of the 
paid a visit to General Mendoia, the 
commandant of the Spanish lines, to 
oon^tolate him on nis promotion. 
Their reception at St Roque was fiir 
from agreeable ; and it was remarked 
that the Spanish general appeared em- 
barrassed during their stay,which might 
proceed from his knowledge of what 
was to follow. The visit was short, 
and the governor had scarcely retonwi 
to the garrison when Mr. Logi^ ik 



wo days previous to tills event Ge- 
[ Eliott,tne governor, accompanied 



1779.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



Majes^'s consul in Barbary, arrived 
from Tangier, in a Swedish frigate, 
irith certain intelligence of the intended 
luptore between Great Britain and 
Spain. Mr. Logie's information pro- 
ceeded iVom a Swedish brig, which on 
^r passage to Tangier had fidlen in 
with the French fleet, of about 28 sail 
«f the line, off Cape Finisterre, when 
the naBter being ordered on board the 
Admiral^ M. d'Orvilliers, he learned 
that they had been cruising for some 
time in tnat latitude, expecting the juno- 
tioii of the Spanish fleet from Cadiz. 
From llie amicable assurances held out 
by the Spaniards, we could not persuade 
oorselTes in the garrison that a rupture 
was so near; but the mail from the gar- 
rison being refiued on the 21st of June, 



and being acquainted at the same time 
that the intercourse between Gibraltar 
and the neighbourhood was no longer 
to be permitted, we had sufficient con- 
firmation of Mr. Logie's intelligence. 
We afterwards learned that the courier 
who brought from Madrid the order to 
shut up the communication, had been 
detained by accidents on the road; 
otherwise it was not impossible that he 
might have arriyed during General 
EliotTs yisit at St Roque. 

As the fortress of Gibraltar after this 
event became a little world of itself, it 
may not be unaccepttable to commence 
the history of the siege with a state of 
the troops in garrison at that period, 
and the commanding officers of the dif* 
ferent corps. 



General G. A. Eliott, Governor. 
Lientenant'Gent'ral R. Boyd, Lieatenant-Govemor. 
M AJor^Geoeral de la Motte, commanding the Hanoverian Brigade. 
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Col. Godwin. Command, of AitUl. 
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Ueut..Gol. Trigge. 
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Major Kellet. 
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Major Paooourt. 
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22 
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Lieut.-Col. Guchrane. 
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29 
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Lieut.-Gul. Gledstanes. 
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16 
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14 
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Lieut-Col. HuRO. 


g|< Keden'a 




15 
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42 
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17 


16 
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14 


367 


Lieut. Col. Sclippergill. 
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106 


Colonel Green, Chief Engineer. 


Total . 


, 


209 


^ 


313 


169 


4632- 


-making an army of 5382 men. 



On the communication being dosed, 
a conncil of war was immediately sum- 
moned, to adyise concerning the mefr* 
sores to be pursued on the occasion. 
Preparations had been privately made 
foiF the defence of the garrison, when 
inteUigeace was first received of the 
probability of a war. The obiects, 
therefore^ at this time to be considered 
were» how to procure constant supplies 
of provisions from Barbary, and in 
what manner the correspondence be- 
tween EIngland and Gibraltar was to 
he oondocted. Mr. Logie's presence 
in Barbary was very essential to both 
these pcnnts: he consequently returned 
to Tangier on the 22ndi having con- 
oerted with the governor proper sig- 
nals, by which he might communicate 
iotelligenoe across the Strain. Admiral 
Puff also, on the 22nd, removed the 
lMn-«f-war under his oommand from 



their usual anchorage, off Waterport 
(where they were liable to be annoyed 
by the enemy's forts), to the southward, 
off the New mole. His force at that 
time consisted of the Panther, of 60 
guns, Captain Harvey, on board of 
which was the flag; three frigates, two 
of which -were on a cruise ; and a sloop 
of war. 

It is natural to suppose that the gajv 
rison were not a little alarmed at this 
unexpected procedure of the Spaniards. 
The northern guards were reinforced, 
and the pickets cautioned to be alert, 
in case of alarm. Landport barriers 
were shut, and an artillery officer or- 
dered to Willis's batteries, to observe 
the movements of the enemy, and pro- 
tect the Devil's -tower guard, which 
was ordered to be very circumspect 
and vigilant 

Whilst the friendly intercourse snbt 
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titled be twe en the gum&oa mai the 
■eifthboarfaood^ leTenl BritiBh fiimUies 
tBd officers hod peilnitnoii to reside at 
8*» Ror{iie, Los Vanov, and other saiati 
yiUaces a few flntes distent ; bat imme^ 
dJalelT Oft the eomimiiiieation being 
eloseti^ Oeneral MeaAvia sent tkem 
pereiQj^lory orden to* femore ; md the 
tune limiled lor theif departure was so 
Aottr thai some of tiie« were oMijifed 
tb lean^ef most ef tiieiF effeets bcinaidv 
Those officers whose eoAosutf hkii led 
thciai into the laterior porti of the 
aoumrf were poeHivelT reftned libcntf 
to return to this OBrmoci; they vers 
therefore oondaeted to Gfldia^ and had 
pasij[x»ts graAte^ theiB to tevrs ths 
kingdom bj other rosteti^ Col. Ro» 
and Capt Vignoles of the dM; with 
Capt Lefenue of the Seth, neverthe- 
less contrived to join theb oorpsy hy 
assuming disguises^ and ildchig the 
passage in a row-boat from FtfO (a 
port in Portncal) to Gibfaltar : others 
also attemi>tc4» Mf nnfbrfttaailely were 
intercepted in their top^* 

The Childeis tloof of war, en the 
24tfa, brought 'm two ftiim tram the 
west, one of irhidi (an American) 
Capt. Peaeoek eaptoi^ in titer midst of 
the Spanish fieet, then at sea. The 
conduct of the Spaniards on this occa- 
sion was extremely ambiguous. Every 
circumstande that fell imder our own 
iannediattf cnisemtfS<iti eomftoeed m 
that they now faitended hdsflMes 
agahiit Great Britain; and tHm Mr. 
JUigie'0 inteltigenee we had every ^use 
to tl^k thai this ^eet wa« ont to jdn 
the f^reaeh adn^nl. tlieir permitchig 
&At etti^i&n^ therefoM, to cuipcurer » 
IHend (M they might then €»I1 the 
Americans), under the protection of 
th«^ flsety we istttt either «ondder as 
A HfteMe, or toppois that they had not 
Motived orders to a^ offiBfitively. The 
Chslders left two of our firtgates watoh'* 
Urg the motions 6t the S^itniish fleet. 
It was somewhat singular that * Mr. 
Sflas^ (an Ameriean major, who had 
bctn prisoner in the garrison a little 
tine before, along with ochers of his 
«Matrymeiiy hut had inade his eeea|Mi)f 
tad two deserters fh>m Gibraltar, 
should be recognised through their dis- 
gtdses, on bdud the Am^can prize. 



Tlve major wa» rettaittde# t<9 h^ <M 
coMfinemene hi the Navy Ho o ^k a l, aii4 
&e laMsr wei« gnashed aeoerd^ t^ 
their deserts. 

Though tile iiiclti(«D» of the ene«^ 
did not indicate any iiManedisMe dengnr 
of attattking Ae gumsony and tie ele#* 
ing df thK coaimcii^cacioa taigit he 
ofoy in oonseKiiienoe ^ hoat^Mie^ Ibv^ 
ii^ «MBne»eed beewMs Greact B fc im fi ii 
and. Saaitt, yet o«r ^f^UAgemms, and 
their farte deoiitM enadoei; mIv e w 
great reaatn tif mpfotft Ihnf iwy ii^ 
tended toiue ttteiitpe en Oibralttr. 
D^ts of eardi,. &e. wvf^ UtenHbM 
odieeeed htvarioos fiBatg'f i 
heads and casks w«f» hooi^ : 
iahabftaats^ for the pttfpdse ei ; 
theat with eartib, to scravgtkeu aad r«^ 
pair the fortifications ; and o Aer pre- 
eaotioDs were taketk for the defence of 
the ptacto. On the* cttler haikU the 
enemy employed what troops tbey had 
theft \m du^, in the lines and — ^•- 
bourhood, in drawing down 
froAl St. Bo({ae, &c. to axim 
forts (in whidi few ordnance wav 
motttited during the peaee\ and ift ar- 
ranging mattetn to strengthen and ni^ 
port their posts. 

In the t«ginning of Jidy^ the !?■<« 
prise fiigate, Sir Thomas lOefa, BtfL, 
returned with a fleet of small craft; 
laden with live-stock and fhiit, ttom. 
TtHt^kit^ s eoiMsifaHSfie^ ^ "WtaA^ 
fiMiriMttdayvr ihisb pvovltlotM wewls* 
sued to the twopa* The en^^eeni 
oomlMted preparing ttftlefiida itt IMr 
depsirtiAeBti^ town^ 0nn|detiiig tBe 
works of the garrieon; for urMdi pnr* 
pose siroaigpmes from the liiie were^ 
granted them daily, tinder the eott- 
mand of ovetesefM. Ahotit 300 Jew* 
add GeaMM irere alio ettiplcnred b> 
levellifig heifis of tand, near tk gai^ 
dens, 6& tiie Mfstnd ground, in otder 
thaty if the enemy thoeld t^ifntw^ 
thev might net receive any pre te etiaB 
and cover fpou ottr lower batlerietk 
The piekeai of th« garrison were 
read^, en the grand porede, to sap* 
port these parnee in ease they had 
been intdesied; hot Aoogh they 
were at irefit wftUn half imuhet* 
iiiot of the enemy's advatfocd gaaid# 
hi the Mi«iaelet h&ttt yet net tli* 
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least attettipt was mtdt t<y djtstwfh 
therH. 

On the Std of hltf n dett^httieBt of 
about 180 Jtien from the Bi^li^ line 
"Wis ordered to iom the artiHery, to be 
taogiit tBe prikdice of the gf ebt gtms. 
The artilleiy itt gtorison we^e 66^ 
£ye compafnies; a ninttber no^ ade- 
qiiacte to the diflferem duties ift case 
OT m 6Jege :' this rtinforcieAieirf -^^as 
tlMnrefore adtfed, atod proved aUSer- 
i^ikrdg of great scfvice in that de|)art- 
meiit. T&ee English sailors came in 
w» ctpea boat, on ti«e 4th, from Cftdiz^ 
and brought intelligence that an em- 
bargo wa^ faiid on all Eor^Ksb vestels 
ift timt portk In the eveitiing we ob^ 
serred toe Sjptimatrds felievtf the guards 
in their lines. 

The Spaniards, in time of peacoe, 
always stationed a *6ghfltent of carvafry 
at St. Ro<{ae, With anothet regiment 
or detachm6ttt of infentry at AIge=- 
adras ; parCiefir from which did duty at 
th6if lines ; and Ha addttiotial body of 
ttoapB, or ships of war, had yet ap^ 
pew^ near the garrison. On the sA, 
however, in the &ftemoou, a Spasish 
sqnadron of two seventy-fonrs, ^e 
mgates, and other v^issels, to the nnm- 
ber of eleveri, hove in sight from the 
wes^ and lav-to some time oft the 
garrison. Whilst they r^maine^ hi 
this sittiation, the governor thought it 
pradent to make 6ome new disposition 
of the oridtnanoe at tike southward, and 
to c&utioti the regiments in the South 
barracks, the 1 2th tod 72ud, to be alert. 
"the captain of f^uropa guard, who; 
before, usually joined at retre&t-beat- 
ing, was also ordered to his oommand. 
In tb6 afternoon three privateer cut- 
ters arrived from the westirard. A 
scboonef, under Portugueses cofours, 
stood across from the enem^ to recon- 
^itre the first that tame m, and ou 
her refuffi was fired upon from Eu- 
rOpa btttteriies, which Was the first 
hostile that from the garrison. The 
enemy's squadron, in the evetiing, drove 
to the eastward ^ and at night the En- 
terprise frigate arrived £toiA Tetnan 
wim Mr. Lo^ the Consul. In the 
iBterval of this gentleman's departure 
from the garrison, a shi^ of the em-^ 
peroT's hsSi arrived at Gibraltar to be 



rep&$)%d,^ bM Adcalifal Ditf beingr 
backwttfd im gmeAis^ the scores, tbef 
govertior l^ottght ^vopeT to send tov 
Mr. Logie to expf^n to th« admiral 
the necessity there was of complying, 
with the emperor's request. To" re*' 
fuse sviett trffliAg assislianoiBr at that 
important tame, ho considisred might 
be' proddolSye of serious eoiisequencetf 
to tfte garrisotiv The Emer^se M* 
gate aooordibg}y sailed t6 'TeCuan t» 
bring over the eonsof. Abont stttBeV 
the evening <ff the Mv the frigate 
left Tetuan to i^etAV^^ and witf disc0>^ 
vered by the etffemys *^pi*dro», port 
of whieh immi^iaM^ gate fibsm^ 
Sit Thomed Rk9i, hmftfv9fr frcatt l^ 
superior knowledge of the iSii^ 
escaped, tkc^h the trhid Wfl» eoM*^ 
trary. When he i#rived withto view 
of the garriBO^, mt miricing tiw oonk 
oerted mghl-signals for fettT of bel^f 
discovered by the ^ttfSaetSf the oflner 
aN^ Europa saluted him with s&i^ni 
shot, but fortasMfctely tliiey did not tsktf 



The fdllewin^ dA% tte Mi Of J(tly> 
a packet was reeelted fnm Eagland^ 
by way of Lisbon and Fare^ iAformis|^ 
the governor that heil^illds had «oflik 
menced betweefr Gffia^ Briuitfft anid 
Spain. A proelamalion )tt OoMeqoeftOtf 
Was pttblkh«i ift ^ evenitfgfbrci^ 
turing all 9pAm«h tessel^ iM^ Mad 
letters of ffift^ue were (piuxted fbr 
that purpose to life fvltateen in tlie^ 
bay. Early on (%» toonSitg of thir 
8th, St soldier of Bedel's deserted from 
the Devil's-tower guttrd, aiiMl soofd 
time aftefwftrdft Wae foii^Wed bj « 
serjeaAt of the d91!h, wlM w^ one (tf thcr 
overseeris attendifig ik« inbabitMits etH^ 
ployed beyoiid ifie g&rdens. In tiM 
evening Geuef^l Metido^ wUb seve^ 
M officers, advanced ff&m the Hue* 
as fitr as the Micquelet hatSy and, after 
reconnoitring flkmt ka Ikmr, feturfaed^ 

The Spamsh commodore construed 
cruising in our neighbottrhood till the 
8th, when he stood under an easy sail 
for the westward. Beibre tiiey quitted 
the Mediterranean they brought-t6 
a Portuguese fiiehooner^ hound from 
Tetuan to the garrison, and made very 
earnest inquiries concerning the^te 
of our provisions. The 9th, te AmtfN 
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riean prisoners, detained at this time in 
the garrison, were distributed amongst 
the privateers; and the following day, 
in company with the Childers sloop 
of war, they bronght in Ibnr smaU 
prizes. 

Admiral Doff having received in- 
telligence that a large fleet of small 
vessels was to sail from Malaga with 
wine and provisions for the Spanish 
grand fleet, the Childers was oi^ered, 
on the 1 llh, to cruise to the eastward, 
and give information, by signal, when 
they appeared, with the strength of their 
convoy. Whilst she was on the look- 
out, ner boat gave chase to a settee, 
and was fired at from Fort St Barbara, 
which was the first hostile shot from 
the enemy. About eleven o'clock the 
signals were made of the expected Spa^ 
nish convoy beinff in sight, and soon 
after, of meir force. Our admiral, 
however, only cautioned the navy to 
be ready, and went to Windmill-hill 
to reconnoitre them personally. About 
four in the afternoon the convoy, con- 
sisting of about 60 sul of different 
burthens, under charge of five xe- 
beques, from 20 to 30 guns each, were 
abreast of Europa Point. The priva- 
teers which had accompanied the Chil- 
ders in the morning, were then towing 
in a prize taken from the midst of their 
fleet; and they, as well as the Chil- 
ders, kept up a smart running fire on 
the Spanish commodore; which was 
seconded at the same tame from the 
garrison batteries at Europa Point and 
Europa Advance. The Panther (the 
admiral's ship, with the flag on board) 
and the Enterprise were still at an- 
chor ; but at sunset Sir Thomas Rich 
had permission to slip, and the Panther 
soon after got under way. On the 
appearance of the frigate the enemy 
were confused, and instantly steered 
for Ceuia. The Childers and priva- 
teers pursued, followed by the frigate, 
and soon after by the Panther. Night 
was now advancing apace, and in a 
short time we lost sight of the ships. 
A few broadsides now and then gave 
us hopes that our friends had come 
up with them ; and we could not help 
flattering ourselves, from the inferior 
force of the convoy, that daylight 



would exhibit the majority of them in 
our possession. In the morning, how- 
ever, we discovered the admiral standi 
ing towards the bay with five or ax 
snoall prizes, and not one other of the 
enemy in sight: whence we con- 
cluded that they had worked hack to 
their own coast, or escaped throngh 
the Straits in Ae night whilst our 
ships were off Ceuta. We afterwards 
learned that the squadron which ap- 
peared on the 5th was sent to convoy 
this valuable fleet past Gibraltar, lest 
the British admiral should intercept 
them, and prevent their grand fleet 
from receiving these much wanted 
supplies; but the convoy being by 
some unforeseen delays detained, the 
Spanish commodore quitted the station 
on the 8th. 

Two line-of-battle ships were ob- 
served cruising behind the rock on the 
13th, and at night they went into Ceuta. 
The 16th the enemy blocked up the 
port with a squadron of men-of-war, 
consisting of two seventy -fours, two 
frigates, five xebeques, and a number 
of galleys, half-gal Ws, and armed set- 
tees: they anchored in the bay, ofl" 
Algeziras, and being judiciously ar- 
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look- 
out, the garrison became closely block- 
aded. This was the first motion of 
the enemy that discovered any direct 
intentions of distressing or attacking 
Gibraltar. At night Waterport guara 
was reinforced with a captain and ten 
privates. Till the 18th of this month 
nothing material occurred, when a 
small convoy of settees, &c. arrived at 
the Orange-grove, laden with military 
stores, which the enemy began soon 
afterwards to disembark. 

Mr. Logic having prevailed on die 
admiral to grant the stores necessary 
for repairing the emperor's ship, and 
his presence in Barhary being abso- 
lutely necessary, as well to procure pro- 
visions as to conduct the correspondence 
between Great Britain and the gar- 
rison, he returned on the 19th, on 
board a Moorish row-galley, which had 
arrived from the emperor with dis- 
patches relative to the ship under re^ 
pair. The galley was interrupted hi 
her return by the enemy's cruisers, and 
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detained from seven in the morning 
till five in the afternoon, when ^e 
-was permitted to proceed to Tangier. 
Daring the embargo Mr. Logie was 
concealed in a small scuttle, down the 
ran of the galley, having previously 
made up the governor's dispatches, and 
concerted signals, in a loaf, winch was 
entrusted to a Moor, to be delivered at 
Mr. Logie's house in Tangier, in case 
he himself should be discovered, with 
an order for the Moor to receive a gra- 
tuity if he delivered it safe. 

Karly in the morning of the 20th a 
Portuguese boat arrived with fowls and 
charco«d from Tanker. Another, at- 
tempdng to come m, was taken by a 
half -galley, and carried to Algeziras. 
Sixty pounds of fresh beef were de- 
livered the same day to each regiment 
for the use of the officers ; the artillery 
and engineers received in proportion, 
and the navy were included m this dis- 
trihution. The following day orders 
were issued for the troops to mount 
guard with their hair unpowdered ; a 
<drcunistance trifling in appearance, but 
vrhich our situation afterwards proved 
to be of great importance, and which 
evinced our governor's great attention 
and prudent foresight in the manage- 
ment of the stores. 

So superior a naval force as the 
enemy now had in our neighbourhood 
alarmed Admiral Duff, who was ap- 
prehensive that they would make some 
attempts on the king's ships. Signals 
were therefore agreed upon between 
the fleet and the garrison, that in case 
the enemy should make an attack in 
the night, the latter might afford the 
ships every assistance and protection. 
Three lights in a triangle were fixed 
upon by the navy, to distinenish them 
from the enemy. The 22nd the navy 
manned tiieir boats, and captured a 
settee, within a short distance of the 
enemy's xebeqnes : she proved of littie 
value, but the exploit reflected great 
credit on the party employed. The 
same day arrived a boat with cattle, 
&c. fh>m Tangier. In the course of 
the 22nd several officers, attended b^ a 
party of men, were observed tracmg 
out ground on the plain below St. 
Boque, apparently fbr a camp ; and it 



was remarked that the Micquelets in 
the advanced huts on the neutral ground 
were relieved by regular troops. These 
Micquelets are of the same description 
with our revenue officers, and were 
stationed to prevent the smuggling of 
tobacco from the garrison into Spain. 

A Portu^se boat, with letters, ar- 
rived early m the morning of the 24th ; 
also a schooner with charcoal and fruit 
from Tangier. Between 200 and 300 
men landed the same day at the Orange- 
grove, with an intention, as we con- 
jectured, of taking charge of the stores 
which the enemy were disembarking 
there. The 25th they pitched a tent on 
the plain for the working party em- 
ployed in clearing the ground. I 
should have mentioned, that on the 
12th a Hanoverian soldier deserted, 
and this day two of the same brigade 
followed his example. The enemy, on 
the 26th, began to form a camp on the 
plain below St. Roque, about half a 
mile from Point Mala, and three miles 
from the garrison. Fifty tents were 
pitched, and a detachment of cavalry 
and in&ntry soon after took possession. 
The same day the Illerim, a Swedish 
frigate, which had been in the bay 
some weeks before, arrived, though 
opposed by the enemy. The Swedish 
captain politely brought^to on their 
finng a gun; but being told he must 
not anchor under the walls of the gar- 
rison, he resumed his course, telling 
them he must go to Gibraltar, and they 
should not prevent him. Some shots 
were exchan^^ but none took effect. 

The Spanish camp being daily re- 
inforced with additional regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, and large parties 
being still employed in landing ord- 
nance and military stores at Point 
Mala, the governor thought proper, on 
the 29th, to establish the following 
staff officers, namel;^, Captains, Val- 
lotton, of the 56th regiment — Patterson, 
of the artillery— Porch, of the 12th 
regiment, and Eveleigh, of the en- 
gineers, to be aides-de-camp to himself, 
as commander-in-chief; Cfaptain Wil- 
son and Lieutenant Buckeriage, of the 
39th regiment, udes-de-camp to lieu- 
tenant-Gen. Boyd;^ Lieutenant Wein* 
zey, of the Hanoverian Brigade, aidef 
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•de<M»p to Major<x«n. d« la Mo*te; 
Major Haisdjr, of the &6th ue^ent, 
^oanteimutcir-geiieral ; GapriaiD Hoiv- 
bia^ of Hm adib n^iment, who was 
4Dwii-iM|or, adljalAalrgeiiotBl ; Captain 
Biifke, of lihe 6adi Moment, tovn- 
nujor; andCieMbMivit 6. Wood, of the 
56th i«giiiiei4, aanstant lonv-iruyor. 
At the «aae tiffie aJll 4he honei, exemt 
<Cho«e ^loD^iag 4o Iwld and Uag^- 
aers, were (Nrd^red to be tuqaed ont of 
4he gatriaoD, tudesa ^ avoevByQu Ul- 
ape^Son, btd M)00 Iha. of feed 'kr each 
4ioi!te; and, toenforoejAie latter :<irder 
iby eiaviple, >tbe goyeraor directed tiiat 
/one c^ hia own horaaa ahould be shot 

In the afternoon of the aoth, one .of 
|he enemy's xiebequea maimed her 
ftada, and fired a aalate. Immedialely 
;aAierward8 we Abeerved ahe had hoisted 
A fiag at Ibe itftaen iop-maat head, 
inetead of a.broadpeodant ; fk»in wfaieh 
jOeremoBy we comLoded that the naval 
commandant had been promoted, or 
that :he <waa aoperBeded by an admiral. 

•In Ae bc^uniog of AuMMt, the 
- «QPpB in garnaoB vwre (vedered to ^ye 
jin Eetawna of itfaeir heat «MiriEamen, and 
«Uo of thoae men who Imd «¥er been 
employed in smking fiiadnaa. Those 
oftoen iuwiarrie4, or withoitt ftmitiea, 
{who drew doable latioDa dbr two oom* 
•fniaaioDS, ^ece ordered jat the aame 
$tme to draw catoia only for one com* 
auasion. Two 'Dntciunen came in on 
^e Stod, wwereeived bgr jthe Mnemf* 
cvitiaers, ladien with lice and 'dried 
ihutB : the rice, and a part of /the ^froit, 
the governor panafaasod, for flhenae of 
4he iDoops. The fsaemfs eamp by thia 
fime was oonaidnably inereaaed, and 
me mtmbeiied 26 cannon behind the 
£»rt8tP<»DtMala. 

A Ycnetian amv^d on the fitfa, 
Mmq^ (fired at by the enany. JSbe 
^wath the Dutohmen) sen^ained no 
longer than was neceaaary to take 'On 
board some of the inhabitania, who, ap* 
prehenaye 4hat the garnaon would be 
beaiegad, thought it eligible tp«eek an 
aaykum in time. Indeed aboot this 
time scarcely a boat or yeesel left the 
port without being oxnwded witii Jews 
or Grenoese, who i»efiMi;ed a residence 
an Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining 
in ^6i|MEaUar, i^ndime the Aeeasaoea of 



life became erery da^ more aearee. 
Early on the 6th came in a Portsgnese 
schooner, from Tangp«r, witb 44 hii- 
locks, 27 fiheep, and a iew fowls; and 
two da;ps following, anotlier armod 
with onions, Iruit, and jeggs : the latter 
bron^ kttere for the governor, bat 
BO news frcm England. Prom dus 
day nothing material ooeiured till the 
loth, when the eoemfs emiaers cap- 
tured a boai hdooging to the gamaoa^ 

Aa affiiirs began to wear a raooa sa^ 
rious aspect, a genesal afOtvyity reigpied 
throughont the gasnaon, pnwmied not 
a littte by Ihe example of die fa^tsaxr, 
who was usually preeent wtei the 
workmen panaded at dawn^oCdta^. The 
en^eers were hnsily emplayiad in pat- 
ting the works at WHlis'a in ilhe beet 
repur, and in evaoting new batteries on 
the hdgbts of the oortb froUL A con- 
aidcanbie extent of ground alwve the 
town was cleared and ley«Ued, to en- 
camp the di|fe«ent regiments* in case 
the enemy ahoiild fyre 4I{k«i ilbe tow. 
Pacties were likewise dotac^tiadto col- 
loot ahnibs, ^, irom dbe fiaae of the 
hiU, for ibscuiea^ and tbe artiUcs^* 
were daily eo^paged in ^ooqi^eiang tbe 
eKpeoaemagasineawith powder, -nng^ 
ing the diff»ent iwdnanoe, ami pra- 
paring everything for inmaediate aie 
in tbflor depanment Tbe aipyy were 
not less diligent A new ^haMenr ftr 
22 gune was bc^nn in liie Nay^^ Yaid, 
as a resource in /ease the .enemy's ope- 
rations should ^oake it neeeaaaiy to by 
up the ships; and the atoraa were re- 
moyed from Ihe New nole to the 
Nayy hosmtal. 

Towards the middle of Ajngwst, the 
modoaa of the enemy w«re no longer 
mysterioos ; every sucoeeding day eon- 
fimed us in the opiipdoii ttiat their 
object was to distress the gaenaon as 
mudi as possible. The bioekade be- 
came more ainetand aewei?e, tibeir army 
WB8 in foroeibefore the i^aeie^ «Bd ^their 
preaent plan seemed tto he to redaee 
Oibraltar by teiine. Oar stock of 
I^oyinons, they oondnded, waa aasril ; 
and their equadron under Admifal 
£arcelo, who commanded m the bwr, 
could preyent succogia b^ng thrownJa 
by neutral yessels ; whilst &eir grand 
fleet, united with thai of F^BBitoe^] — ^^ 
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be aoperior to «qr which Great Britain 
CKNdd equ^ in her Ihen critical sitna- 
tioaa. Thit scheBW, every cireumitance 
oonsidered, was specious; and, had not 
tbe garrison fortonatelyTeceiYed a sufv- 
ffy of provisions, &c., in AprU« 1779, 
tae ^InMnis undoufatedly wovld have 
heen reaucod io the gxeatest distress, 
and the plaee might probalxhr have 
been in aanninent danger, be&iJe ^e 
siipistrjr eould dispatch a ileet to ite 
relief. The HJIwatioiB of the ^pucrison 
was becoming every day more mteratt- 
ing: only dforty Jbead of cattle were 
now in llw -|iao&4 and fitom the vifi- 
bmoe of tiie enemy, (tfieiie was Htde 
pDQspeclAfQonstant supplies iSrom B«r- 
baryj iwo Awllocks weoe ouderod, 
thereliDEe, to be lulled daily for the use 
of the sick. The inhabitants had been 
wanMd in time to proride against the 
Cplamitics whkh now impei^bBd: the 
■landing oidecB of the |pBjrris<Hispeci- 
iied, Jiia^«very inhabitsnt, even in tiaie 
of fieaoe, shonld have in alore sis: 
montiis' iitovisions.; yet by £ur tbe 
gtea^ jimnher had ne^^ectMdhis 3»e- 
can^n. These nnjfortonate people, as 
tbey eoald not expect to he >aii^ied 
^ firoBi the garrison stares, w<»e in ^ 
* neral compelled io sedt subsistence vy 
qnhting idie place; some, Jhowe^ja:, 
^ w«re indneed to weather .out the stotm 
bj the ^pex4|y (they had In ttke garri- 
^ aoD, which was probaUy Ihair all, .and 
^ whiefa they eonld not nemoiw wiUi 
^ Aeraselves. Those of tthis. description, 
^ on 4»|riieal]on, .obtained leave Io ereet 
^ wooden huts and sheds .at Ibe south- 
» ward, above the Navy Hospital, whi- 
Iher 4icy began 'to iremoive ibeir Wu- 
iride 0fff«li, ie^ 'thai .ihey might be «e- 
«8ce from libe annoysnoe of the enem^r^ 
in^asetthe town should be bombaided. 
( Fifteen pr sixteen covered «aft9,.oo 

f ti^e lach, arrived at the enemy's camp» 
'' and unloaded timber, planks, ^tc, nt 
their laborotoiyftenta. They continued 
landing stores on the beach, which em- 
ployed a gMBtnnmber of :caK(s "to oon^ 
iwyihcmtto Aetr depots; end attulgbt 
I we 4;enendly observed « number of 
lights, and fteqnently heard a noise tike 
timt of men •ennplo^ed on some Uibo* 
- — dwty: Ibis nun^ proceed from 
M xe x>b«erved» .on 



the 17th, tjtiey had ammtted sil the em* 
brasures in Fprt St Philip. 

Earlv <m the 17th, the enennr atr 
tempted to out outa pcAacre^ which was 
anchored off the Old mo^e ; hot i!etire4 
on a gwi bang fired at .them from thf 
garrison. The small «ra^ aft^ ihi^ 
cifcumatanoe, 4«moved to the New 
mole, as the «»en-of-war had d<me som^ 
time befooe* The 18th, m the mon^ 
ing» <two pWFties 4if woripnen eame ^em 
tbe samp, and wens ^nployed »t F^rtp 
St fiu^ ABd St. aarbam; <iV<feK(i 
carts continued constantly gmng from 
Bfont Mala to the laboratory lents, snp- 
poeedtobeMenwithriK^ The £0^ 
lowing momgogi^ %>aniani came in an 
Ql^eu boat to Waterport, with onionp 
tmd SmiAi having, a paipifor Ceuta: ^ 
was jexananed by me ^fuartermastei^ 
geoecal, and iiUowed to eell his qaiigt 
8iidpnrci»setoba«c<^birt was notper* 
mittedlo land: at night he wq^ opder^d 
to fretwD, «rluch he did nbout 'ti^jbt 
o'dochu He iwfocmed^ .the camp con- 
sisted tof between 6WK> mdSQOiO mtm^ 
which w«re ^ he iwaiediatelj .o$im» 
Dieted to I61OOO. I^j)09a;i«jthe.eiiemy 
tooeoed a new istmi^to the left of the 
stone %uaigry,mider theQneen pf Spain'j 
Chair : we iwafined it to be intended 
fiur tiie Oitakmen troops, as ibey«s9 
uapajav ^o«amped sepan^ from ihf 
QBst of the %Nmh forpes. The 8wv# 
day our martaieM wew embodied into 
a company 4>f ^o nonrcoBmiussioned 
officen :and M men ; and the command 
wjis giifen ito lieiitfyiMa J^urAeigh,^ 
the 39tiK i^giment. 

The enemy* on the 21st, had mere 
m^ (tbiw» 'Wm i«mph:yed in making 
^sftUies.: M^y likewise w^se very busy 
m piling shot, and had ap«rty at worJk 
in K^Lceonrered way of Fort^t Philip. 
A nundtsr of earts da% brought ahojt 
(as'we iwaf^ed) Io the Jines, partUor 
biriy tQ ^oH .St. SajPbMa. TJie )2ard, 
the cop^ of e^gineeira were formed 
into throerdivision^ and several officeiv 
of :th^ Uoe appointed rto join them as 
assistant engineens «od overseers. The 
same day some experiments were mad€ 
with rA4mt shot: this practice VAS 
oontittiied'On thei^Mb, vthen some cv» 
casses ware also thrown, and much 
The ^th, V9 ^observed « 
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fittcine-work begun upon the glacis, 
north of Fort St Philip, which after- 
wards proved to be a mortar battery. 
A great number of carts continued to 
oe employed in the enemy's camp, and 
vast quantities of stores were constantly 
landing beyond Point Mala. In the 
course of the 30th, the Childers and 
an armed schooner attempted to cut o£P 
two half-galleys becalmed in the bay ; 
but the enemy^s xebeques, getting under 
way, obliged them to desist At night 
upwards of 80 covered carts came down 
to the enemy's lines. 

From the time the enemy first ap- 
peared encamped before the garrison, 
troops had been continually joining 
them from all quarters. Their camp 
consisted of two lines (independent of 
the Catalonians), extending fhmi Point 
Mala, in an oblique direction, into the 
countay, towards the Queen of Spain's 
Chair. The streets were in a direction 
nearly parallel to the bottom of the 
bay. The guards in their lines and 
advanced posts were, as the camp in- 
creased, proportionably reinforced; but 
no act of hostility had yet taken place 
in that quarter, though the governor 
continued the garrison-guard at the 
Devil's-tower. Their forts were re- 
paired and put in the best order of de- 
fence. Laboratory tents for the artil- 
lery were pitched in front, of their 
camp, and magazines erected for mili- 
tary stores, which were frequently 
brought by fleets of small craft, con- 
•voyea by men-of-war from Cadiz, Ma^ 
laga, and other ports in the neighbour- 
hood. 

On the 5th of September a soldier 
of Hardenberg's deserted from a work- 
ing party employed in scarping the 
rock, under the lines. He was fired 
upon from Willis's, but ^t off. Be- 
ades the party engaged in rendering 
th6 lines inaccessible, our engineers 
were daily strengthening them with 
palisades, &c. Traverses were also 
erected along the covered way, grand 
battery, and line-wall above Water- 
port, where a strong boom of masts 
was laid, from Old mole head to the 
foot of Landport glads. About this 
time the regiments began to practise 
grenade exerdse. The day on which 



the Hanoverian deserted, a Moorish' 
galley came over frcna Algecini^ 
where she had been detained tea 
days. The crew reported that tht 
l^)anish camp was very sickly. It is 
supposed this vessel came to order 
home the ship which had been SDne 
time repairing in the New mqle, as tfaa 
following day both of them left the 
garrison for Tanker : a xebeqne, how- 
ever, speaking them off Cabrita Poiiit, 
the Moors were conducted to the Spa- 
nish admiral. 

The enemy's workmen in the lines 
wpeared at this time to be about 500. 
They were prindpally engaged in fill- 
ing up with sand the norui part of the 
ditch of Fort St Philip, oompleting 
the mortar battery before mentioned, 
and raising the crest of the glacis of 
their lines in different places. From, 
the noise often heard during the night, 
and the number of lights seen, we 
judged that they worked without in- 
termission. Two waggons, drawn each 
by 12 mules or horses, arrived at tibe 
lines on the 8th, which we OQAjee^ired 
brought fixed ammunition. The lltii, 
we observed that they had begun seversl 
fasdne-works on the crest of thdr lines, 
apparently for mortar batteries ; and 
had raised several traverses for the 
protection of their gnard-hoii8e& Wagw 
gons and carts continued bringing 
fascines and other materials to the hues 
from the camp. The same day, a row- 
boat, fitted out by the Jews, broo^t 
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat: 
a very valuable supply in our sita- 
ation. 

The operations of the enemy now 
began to engage our attention. They 
had been permitted €6 pass and repass 
unmolested for some time; but the 
governor did not think it prudent to 
allow them to proceed any longer with 
impunity. A council of war was con« 
sequentiy summoned on the lltfa, to 
confer on the measures to be pursued. 
The council consisted of the foEowing 
officers : — ^The governor, the lieutenant' 
governor. Vice-admiral Duff, Major* 

general de la Motte; Colonels Ross, 
reen, and Godwin ; with Sir Thomas 
Rich, Bart In the evening it was re" 
ported that their opinioa was sot to 
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open QA the eneay nib^si t]Mj oonti- 
nued within tht ir \m»: Vat thi» nunoBr 
was flsly wopftgaled to deceii^e the 
nrnBon ; wb an the suoceedinc morn- 
1^, being SoncUij the 12th of Septem- 
beiv the artillery offieers vere oraered 
t»tfae batteries on the heighte; and the 
D«vU»'s Tower goard b^g withdrawn, 
the 0vvemor opened on the enemy 
fipam 6reen'8 Lo^ (a. battery made 
since the bloduMie commenced), Wil- 
lis's and Queen Charlotte's batteries. 
Tlfteir advanoed onards in the Mioque- 
let hnts» and in the steae guard-houses, 
weve in a short time- compelled to re- 
tire^ and the workmen assembled in 
the lines obliged to diverse. The co^ 
vered wBi|gcns retitfned to the camp 
without ^^eeiting their ladings; and 
so general a panic seised the enemy at 
this unexpected attach, that their oa* 
vmliy gattoped off towards the camp, 
and Ibr some hmnrs scarce- a person 
was- to- be seen iHthin the range of our 
guns. The- ffinrts were too distant to be 
materially daauged; and the gover- 
mnr's intention being only to mstnrb 
their workmen, the fixing alter a few 
hours' slaehened, and & shot was only 
discharged, as the enemy pvesented 
themselves. AbrassganintheQpieen's 
battery (Willises) ran. inth ^ght 
rounds. 

The mortar batteries that had been 
disooyered in the enemy's Unes, some 
ftw di^ previous to our firing, had 
caused no small alarm amongst the in- 
habitants; these, therelbre^who had huts 
in Hardv Town, at the southward, im- 
mediately removed their most viduable 
effeets» Adly convinced that the Spar 
niarda at night would return the fire* 

That the duty of the batteries might 
be performed with spirit, in case the 
enemy persiited in carrying on their 
woihs, a captain, 3 sutmltems, and 
52 men of the artillery, were oidered 
to take in charge Green's 'Lodge^ 
Willis's^ and other batteries on tiie 
heights The firing was continued the 
subsequent days, as circumstances di- 
rected. The 16th, our artillery made 
three attempts to reach the enemy's 
laboratory tents, or artillery park (as 
hencelbrward they will be called), from 
asea^morlar at Willis's. The first and 



seeend shell burst immediately ob 
leaving the mortar ; the third went itB> 
ran^ but fell a littie short of the 
fascine park. The artillery at this pe- 
riod used the old shells, the fines of 
which were in general fiiulty; and 
this was the cause that the experiment- 
did not answer on the first and second 
trials. We observed, the same da^r 
that the Spaniards had pitched some> 
additional tents a little beyond Point 
Mala : they also began to erect a pier, 
or whar^ for the convenience of laa^ 
ing their stores and supplies^ 

Whilst the governor kept a watchftil 
eye on the enemy's operations, mo- 
lesting their workmen as much aa 
posnme from Willis's, proper precau- 
tions were taken in the town to ren- 
der a bombardment less distressingr 
in case they retaliated, which, indeed^ 
their preparations gave us reason 
to think would not he long deferred. 
The pavement of the streets, in the 
north part of the town, was ploughed 
up; the towers of the most conspicu- 
ous building were taken down,, and 
traverses raised in different places, to 
render the communicatioaB more se- 
cure. The enemy appeared to bear 
our fire very patientiy in tiieir Unes : 
their parties continued working on the 
mortar batteries ; the stone sentrv- 
boxes were pulled down, and the 
guard-houses unroofed; a boyan, or 
covered way, was likewise b^|;un, to 
make a safe communication from the 
lines to their camp. 

Our firing was still continued ;. but- 
their parties were at too considerable a 
distance(being near a mile) to be mate- 
rially annoyed by our shot; and the 
works being surrounded with 8and,.tfae 
lar^ shells sunk so deep that the 
splinters seldom rose to the sur&ce. 
An experiment was therefore recom- 
mended by Captain ^now Major) Mer- 
cier, of the 39th regiment, namely, to 
fire out of guns 5^inch shells, with shcMrt- 
fiises; which were tried on the25tl]^and 
finind to answer extremely well. These 
small shells, according to Captain 
Mercier*8 method, were thrown with 
such precision, and the fuses cut by 
calculation with such exactness, tiiat 
the shell often burst over their Heads* 
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and wounded them before they could 
get under cover. This mode * of an- 
Doyance was eligible on several other 
accounts: less powder was used, and 
the enemy were more seriously mo- 
lested; the former was an advantage 
of no small consequence, since it en- 
abled the governor to reserve, at this 
period, what might be probably ex- 
pended to the greater benefit of the 
service on a future occasion. It will 
also account for the extraordinary 
naml)er of shells which were dis- 
charged f^om the garrison. 

In the afkemoon of the 26th a sol- 
dier of the 72nd regiment deserted 
from a working party out at Landport. 
He took refuge behind one of the Mic- 
quelet huts, and, notwithstanding our 
endeavours to dislodge him, remained 
there till night, when it is imagined he 
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was 
now very trifling. The enemy con- 
tinued making additions to their boyau 
and the works in the lines; but the 
latter were chiefly done in the night 
Indeed, since our firing, their operations 
within our reach had been prmcipallv 
carried on during the night, at which 
time, or very late in the evening, they 
also reliieved their guards. 

In the beginning of October, the 
enemy's army, according to our intel- 
ligence, consisted of sixteen battalions 
of infantry, and twelve squadrons of 
horse, which, if the regiments were com- 
plete, would amount to about 14,000 
men. Lieutenant-General Don Mar- 
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayor was com- 
mander-in-chief. We continued our 
fire, varying as objects presented them- 
selves. 

The great command we had over 
the enemy's operations from Green's 
Lodge, induced the en^neers to mount 
still higher, and endeavour to erect 
a battery on the summit of the north- 
ern front of the rock : a place there- 
fore was levelled, and a road fbr 
wheeled carriages beeun at Middle- 
hill. The 4th, a soldier of the 58th 
attempted to desert fh>m Middle-hill 



* Tlie enemy, we were informed, attempted 
this practice, but never could bring it to per- 



guard, but was dashed to pieces in 
his descent. The artillery were too 
impatient to have a ffun moimted on 
the summit of the rock, to wait till the 
new road was finished: they accord- 
ingly determined to drag a twenty-four 
pounder up the steep craggy face of 
the rock ; and in a few days, with great 
difficulty and prodigious exerti(»i8, 
they were so successftd as to set it to 
the top. The 9th, a party of the navy 
attempted to cut off two Spanish pola- 
cres, becalmed between Algeziras and 
their camp. Our seamen spiritedly 
boarded one, and were on their retom 
with the other, when two galleys from 
Point Mala gave chase, Tnaintniwing a 
smart and well-directed fire as they 
advanced, and gained so considerably 
on the prizes that the captors were re- 
luctantly obliged to quit them, and 
betake memselves to their boats. The 
Childers sloop-of-war was ordered out 
to protect them, and fortonately was in 
time to stop the progress of tiiie galleys. 
The tiller of c«e of onr barges was 
carried away by a shot, but no other 
damage was received. 

The platform on the somimit of the 
rock was completed on the 12th ; and, 
the gun being mounted, the snooeeding 
day we saluted the enemy's forts with a 
few rounds of shot and shells. Tins gun 
was mounted on a traversing carriage, 
and was distinguished by the name of 
the Rock Gun. From that post we had 
nearly a bird's-eye view of the enemy's 
lines, and, with the assistance of glasses, 
could distinctiy observe every operation 
in their camp. In the afternoon of the 
1 6th a servant of Mr. Davies (^ agent- 
victualler of the garrison), under pre- 
tence of looking fi>r a strayed goax, 
obtained leave to pass Landport bar- 
rier, and immediately went over to the 
enemy. The desertion of this man 
gave us some concern, as probably, to 
ensure a &vourable reception, he might 
have taken with him some memoran- 
dums of the state of our proviaons. 

The enemy's parties had not been 
remarkably active in the beginning of 
the month; but about the 17th and 
18th, their workmen in the lines were 
more numerous than usual, whioh 
produced a more animated fiire finn 
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our batteries. As our artillery by this 
tiixie were accustomed to fire from 
heights, the small shells did consider- 
able execution amongst their workmen, 
many of whom we observed were car- 
ried oflEl On the eyeniug of the 19th, 
the governor was at Willis's, to see an 
experiment of a light ball, invented by 
Lieutenant Whitham, of the artillery. 
It wa£ made of lead, and, when filled 
with composidon, weighed 14 lbs. 10 oz. 
This ball, with 4 lbs. of powder, was 
fired at six degrees of elevation, out of 
a thir^-two pounder, upon the glacis 
of their lines : it burnt well ; and the 
experiment would have been repeated, 
had not a thick fog suddenly arisen. 
T^e governor was at Willis's the suc- 
ceeding morning, to see a second ; when, 
the fog being totally dispersed, the 
light bdl answered his expectation. 
Tj^e enemy, during the night, had been 
uncommonly noisy ; but when the light 
balls were fired, no parties were dis- 
covered at work. Nevertheless, at day- 
break, to our great surprise we observed 
35 embrasures opened in their lines, 
forming three batteries ; two of 14 each, 
bearing on our lines and Willis's, and 
one of 7, apparently for the town and 
Waterport They were cut through 
the pan^pet of their .glacis, and situated 
between the barrier of the lines and 
Fort St Philip. The embrasures were 
all ma9ked, and many of the merlons 
were in an unfinished state : the gover- 
nor ordered the artillery to direct their 
fire on these works, and on the seven- 
gun battery in particular, where they 
had a party finishing what was left im- 
perfect in the night '*' In the afternoon, 
a Venetian was brought-to by a gun 
from Europa, and came in: two gal- 
leys attempted to cut her ofif, but in 
Tain. 

Our workmen now became exceed- 
ingly diligent; new communications 
and works were raised in the lines, 
which were reinforced at night, with a 
sidMltem and 43 men ; the alarm-posts 
of' the regiments were also changed, 

* From the distance of these betteries, we 
did not imagine they would ever materially 
injvmthe garrison: bat the cannonade an^ 
' of 1781 convinoed us of our 



and other arrangements took place. On 
the night of the 20th, we imagined, 
from the noise in the enemy's lines, that 
their carpenters were platforming the 
new batteries, the merlons of which 
they had cased and capped with fas- 
dnes. Their boyau now extended from 
the fascine park, almost to the barrier 
of the lines. The 23rd, a prize settee, 
laden with rice, was sent in from the 
eastward : she was taken by a privateer 
belonging to Mr. Anderson, of the gar- 
rison, the captain of which thought the 
cargo would be usefiil to the inhabit- 
ants ; and indeed this supply was truly 
seasonable. No vessel or boat had ar- 
rived for six weeks (excepting the Ve- 
netian, on the 20th instant), and every 
article in the ^rrison began to sell at 
a most exorbitant price : this trifling 
addition of provisions was therefore 
well received by the miserable Jews 
and Genoese, though the rice sold for 
21 dollars -6 reals per cwt., which, at 
40d, sterling the dollar, is 3/. 12«. 6d. 

The enemy's artillery, on the 26th, 
decamped from their old ground, before 
the right wing of their front line, and 
took post near the Catalonians, where 
they were reinforced with a detach- 
ment that had lately joined. The follow- 
ing night, the Dutch dogger, which had 
brought us the supply of wheat some 
weeks before, sailed for Malaga: she 
took 73 Genoese and Spanish passen- 
gers. The next day our artillery got 
up to Middle-hill two twenty-four 
pounders, to be in readiness for a new 
battery, which was erecting below 
the rock gun. Another twenty-four^ 
pounder was taken to the same place, 
on the morning of the 25th. Our firing 
still continued, as the enemy's parties 
were daily bringing down timber and 
other materials for their new batteries. 

The 3Qth, an English, privateer, 
called the Peace and Plenty, 18 six 
pounders, M'Kenzie master, at- 
tempting to get in from the eastward, 
ran ashore half-way between Fort Bar- 
bara and the Devil's Tower. Some of 
the crew came on shore on the neutral 
ground ; the remainder, with the ma»> 
ter, were brought oflF bv the admiral's 
boats : and on the night of the 31st, 
she was burnt As there was some- 
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thiQg extraordinary and nnac^xx^ntable 
in the circnmstances attending the loi» 
of this vesBel, I cannot resist the temp- 
tation of relating them more at large. 
In the morning she was bearing down 
nnder a fine sail and leading wind, 
^r Eoropa adyanoed guard, as two 
i^ebeqnes were cruising off Enrc^ 
Point One of the xebeque^ aboi^t 
i^ine, got within shot of her :' a few 
rounds were exchanged, and the priva- 
teer was apparently resolved to fight 
her way in ; hut on ^ sudden she al- 
tered her course, and ran ashore under 
the enemy's guns, about 400 or 500 
yards from the garrison. The boatswain 
was killed, and several others wounded 
from the fort, before our boats arrived 
to their relief. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the small-pox was discovered in the 
garrison, i^nongst the Jews. The go- 
vernor, apprehensive that it mi^t 
spread amongst the troops* and be at^ 
tended with dangerous consequences, 
ordered those who had never been 
affected with that disorder, to be quar- 
tered at the southwatrdtill the infection 
should disappear ; and every precaution 
was taken to prevent its communicating. 
In the evening of the 31st, the new bat- 
tery below the rock gi^fj was finished : 
it mounted four twenty-four pounders, 
and was called the fioyal battery. 

November was not introduced by 
any remarkable event The fiie firom 
our batteries was variable, as their 
workmen were employed. Consider- 
able deposits of fietscines^ with planks 
and pieces of timber, were fi)rmed in 
the Spanish lines ; and other parts of 
their glacis were raised with fisiscines 
and sand for additional mortar bat- 
teries. The 3rd, the enemy began to 
fbrm merlons at Fort Tonara, on the 
eastern shore, which, joined witli the 
circumstances of their erecting two &s- 
cine batteries on the be^scb, between 
Fort St Philip and Point Mala, and 
one near the magazine at the Orange 
grove, gave us reason to suppK)se that 
they expected a fleet in their neighbour- 
hood. Few workmen were at uiis time 
to be seen in their li^es : a party was 
trimming up the boyau : and numbers 
were employed ab^ut the lan^Ung-place 



in disembarkinj^ stores; wbicb ap- 
peared to be their chief employiaeiKt 

Provisions of every kind were now 
beooml]^ very scarce and exfio^bitvaAf 
dear in me garrison ; mutttm 3^ mai 
3f . 6</. per pound ; vesd 48., pork a*, and 
2s. 6iL, a pig^s head 19«., dwAM from 
\48, to 18s. a couple; apd a^ goose a 
guinea. !Fish w;as equa^^ lu^ and 
vege^bles were with dijfficnity to be gal 
for i^ny money; but bi^ead* thftgnal 
essential of life and health, was Oe ar- 
ticle xijiost. ^ranted. It wa^ a^bout 1^ 
period, that the govenii^r madetoal 
what quantity of rice woq]4 sofioe 
a single person for tw^tx-fim hours, 
and actually lived bimseu eight days 
on four ounces of rice per d^y. Gene- 
ral EUott was remarkable fbr an abste- 
mious mode of living aeldosi ta^ng 
anything but vegetaMea. sunpl^s pud- 
dings, and water ; and yet was vecy 
hale, and used constant exercise: but 
the small portion just men^^kmed would 
be fikr from sufficient ^i; a walking 
man kept continually employed, and in 
a climate where the heat neeessarilj' 
demands very refreshing novmshmieBi 
to support nature under fiitigoe. 

Two deserten^ can^e in, with ^i^ 
arms, on the night of the 11th. They 
belonged to the Walon guards, a corps 
in the Spanish service, composed prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, of foreign^s. 
The wllpwii^ n^oyning they irere coo- 
duct^ to Willis's, wheioe ihej had a 
view of the enemy's works, vluch they 
described to the governor. The Spa- 
nish army were under arms on the 12tb, 
in the front of their camp, and were 
dis|i))ssed by corps as the genend 
passed* 

The 14th, arrived the Back cotter 
privateer, Captiun Fa^, carririii^ 24 
9-pounders. The abilities and bravery 
of a British sailor were so eminently 
conspicuous in the captain's oondoct 
previous to his arrival, that even oor 
enemies could not help bestowing on 
him the encomiums to which his merit 
entitied him. About eight in the morn- 
ing, the privateer was discoTeied in 
the Gut, with a westerly bieese. The 
usual signal fbr seeing an enemy was 
made by the Spaniards at Cabrita 
Point; and Admiral Barcelo^ with a 
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•hip of the line, one of 5t) gnns, a !H- 
gate of 40, two zebeques, it settee of 
14 gnns, irith half-galleysi &c. &c. to 
the munbeir of 21» got unaer way to Sn- 
teroept her. On the first alann a 
zebeqbe at anchor off Cabrita had 
weighed, ^d stood out into the Straits : 
tiie cutter neverthelen continued her 
eomse; but observing the who!e Spa- 
iiish squadron turning the Poin^ she 
taddenhf ti<^ed, and stood towaixls the 
Barbarv shok'e : the xebeques, frigate, 
and lighter re^ssels pursued, bnt were 
carried dowti to leeward by the irresis- 
tible rapidity of the current, whilst the 
ecitter in a fgrekt degree maintiiined her 
slatiron. Aa it majr kppear very extra- 
otdinaiT 1x> reader^ uniajcquainted with 
mntiGBl affiiirs, that the privateer 
shotild ttot be equally ai^ted by the 
current^ it may be necessary to inform 
thestj that a cutter, or any vessel rigged 
in the sanie manner, from the formar 
tioD of he^ sails can gO isome points 
neater the wihd than a square-rigged 
Tessd ; which advantage, on this occa- 
sion, enabled Captun Fagg to tom 
better to windwara, by stemmitig the 
current, whilst thie Spaniards, by oppois- 
ing thdr broa^ides» W6re carried away 
to the eastward. But to resume the 
narrative: Barcelo, who had hia flag 
on board the 74, was the ladt in the 
chase, and, perceiving his squadron 
dnving to leeward, prudently returned 
to the Point, to be in readiness to inter- 
oqrt her in the bav. The 50-gun ship 
alao hiid her head to the current, and 
keeping that position, drove very little 
incomparisonwith her friends. Af^Eiirs 
were tnus situated when Captain Fagg, 
persuaded that the danger was over, 
tKddly Meered for the garrison. The 
50-gan tihtp endeavoured to cut her off 
from the eastward, but was compelled 
to retire by our batteries at Europa : 
and Baroelo got under way to inter- 
cept her from Cabrita Point; but find- 
inff^ his efforts ineffectual, he was 
obliged to haul his wind, and giving 
her two irregular broadsides, of grape 
and round, followed his unsuecessftd 
■qoadnm to the eastward. The cutter 
insultingly returned the Spanish ad- 
miraVs fire with her stem-^hase, and 
soon aile^ anchored under our guns. 



The expectations of the trdb'ps koA 
inhabitants, who were spectators of the 
iictioh, had been raised to the highest 
pitch : few doubted but she was a king's 
vessel ; and as no intelligence had been 
received frotti England for many %eeks, 
their flattering fancies painted her the 
messenger of good news ; probably the 
Ibrerunnfer of a fleet to their relief. 
But what ^as their despondency and dis- 
appointment, when thepr were informed 
that she was oiliy a privateer, had been 
a considerable time at sea, and put in 
for provisions I Though our condition 
in the victualling-office became weekly 
more and more serious, yet the gover- 
nor generously promised Captain ^ag^ 
assistance, w hat indeed could be r^ 
ihsed to a man by whose boldhess and 
skilfrd manoeuvres the port was once 
more open, and the bay and Straits 
a^n uhder the command of a British 
admiral? Only two or three half- 
galleys returned to Cabrita Point; the 
rest of their squadron w'ere driven &r 
to leeward of the rock. 

Assuming the liberty of a short di- 
gression in this place, it may be neces- 
sary to inform the reader of the extent 
and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
and acquaint him at the same time 
iHth the opinions of different writers 
concerning the perpetual current tiiat 
sets into the Maliterranean Sea, fi^m 
the great Atiantic Ocean, which has so 
long engaged the attention of many 
celebrated natural philosophers. 

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly 
knotrn by the name of the Herculean 
Straits) are about twelve leagues in ex- 
tent, fix)m Cape Spartel to Ceuta Point, 
on the Afirican coast, and from Cape 
Trafalgar to Europa Point, on the 
coast of Spain. At the western en- 
trance, they are in breadth about eight 
leagues, but diminish considerably 
about the niiddle, opposite Tarifii (a 
small fishing-town on the Spaniah 
coast, originidly a place of great con- 
sequence and strength), though thej 
widen again between Gibraltar and 
Ceuta, where tiiey are about five 
leajnies broad. 

Philosophers, who have communi- 
cated their sentiments on the extraor- 
dinary pluenomenon of a constant cur- 
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rent, di£fer widely in accounting for 
the dispoation of that continual influx 
of waters, which, it is natural to sup- 
pose, would, without some consumption 
or return, soon overflow the bounda- 
ries of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
ingenious Dr. Halley was of opinion, 
that this perpetual supply of water 
from the vast Atlantic Ocean was in- 
tended by nature to recruit what was 
daily exhaled in vapour : others again 
think, die waters that roll in with the 
centre current are returned, by two 
counter-streams, along the African and 
Spanish shores. T&t there are two 
counter-streams is without doubt; but 
their rapidity and breadth bear little 
proportion to the principal current A 
thira class suppose a counter-current 
beneath, and of equal strength with the 
upper stream ; and this opinion appears 
confirmed by a circumstance related by 
Colonel James, in his description of 
the Herculean Straits, of a Dutch ship 
being sunk in action by a French pri- 
vateer off Tarifi^ which some time 
afterwards was cast up near Tangier, 
four leagues to the westward of the 

Slace where she disappeared, and 
irectly against the upper current 
This hypothesis receives also addi- 
tional support from the repeated disa^ 
pointments which have been experi- 
enced by many naval officers, in at- 
tempting to sound the depth of the 
Straits with the longest lines : for the 
opposition between the currents might 
carry the line in such directions as 
to defeat the intention of this experi- 
ment 

These facts seem strongly to indicate 
a recurrency to the westward ; which, 
though it may not be so rapid as the 
upper stream, yet, with the assistance 
of the currents along the Spanish and 
Barbar}' shores, and the necessary ex- 
halations, may account for the Mediter- 
ranean Sea never increasing by the 
constant supply received from the At- 
lantic Ocean. The rapidity of the su- 
perior current renders the passage from 
the Mediterranean to the westward 
very precarious and uncertain, as ships 
never can stem the stream without a 
brisk Levanter, or easterly wind. Ves- 
sehi, therefore, are often detained i 



weeks and sometimes months, waiting 
for a &vourable breeze ; in which case 
they find ft, comfortable berth in the 
bay of Gibraltar. — ^To return to my 
narrative. 

Two frigates, on the night of the 
14th, joined the enemy's small craf^ m 
the bay, from the west It was thonght 
from some preparations that were made 
on board our men-of-war the succeed- 
ing evening, that Admiral Duff m- 
tended an attempt to cut out or destroy 
these ships : a council was held in tbiie 
navy, and the practicabiliUr of such an en- 
terprise debated; but nothing was done. 

The bay b^g again open, the ni^ 
of the 19th a Moorish settee came in, 
with 39 bullocks and a few sheep: tbe 
former were so weak and poor, that 
many of them died on the beach as 
soon as they were landed : they were, 
however, a most acceptable supply. 
The patron informed us that a vessel 
had sailed the preceding night for the 
garrison, with 40 bullocks, 50 sheep, 
and 30 goats ; which we imagined iras 
taken by the galleys at the Pomt Tbs 
following day, a Swede stood in for the 
garrison, widi a signal at her fi>re-tDp- 
gallant mast-head, by which she was 
known to be laden with provisions, and 
consigned to an inhabitant Off the 
Point she was boarded by a row-boat, 
and conducted inunediately to Alge- 
ziras. The 23rd the governor pro- 
portioned the fUel to the officers. This 
article was now become scarce and 
important The coals in the garrison 
were few : what fhel, therefore, was is- 
sued at this period, was wood from ships 
bought by government, and broken up 
for that purpose, but which had so 
strongly imbibed the salt water, that it 
was wim the utmost difficulty we coold 
make it take fire. 

A small boat arrived on the 24th, 
with a packet fh)m Mr. Logic: ihis 
packet was landed at Mogadore in 
South Barbar^, by the Fortune sIooth 
of-war, Captain Squires. If I rightly 
recollect, it was upon this occasion that 
the following successful stratagem was 
effected, through the fidelity of a Moor 
entrusted by Mr. Logie to cany the 
dispatches to that part of the coast, 
whence, to prevent interception, he 
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thought it prodent to send them to 
Gibraltar. The Spaniards, acquainted 
with the importance of thes^ dispatches, 
wished to prevent them coming to our 
hands; and accordingly offered 1000 
cobs (about 2252. sterling) to the Moor, 
to induce him to betray his trust, and 
pretend he had been robbed on his way 
to the coast The faithful Moor im- 
mediately acquainted the consul with 
the offer, who directed him to promise 
that he would comply. In the mterval 
Mr. Logic prepami fiilse dispatches, 
in ciphers, sigtied and dated them 
from St. James's, and affixed a seal 
from the cover of a letter from Lord 
Hillsborough to himself: these were 
inclosed in the usual form, and directed 
to General Eliott The Moor re- 
ceived part of the bribe, and delivered 
tip the fictitious packet : Mr. Logic on 
his return appeared much distresi^ by 
the accident, and the next evening sent 
the real dispatches to Gibraltar. 

The wind veering round to the 
southward, on the 26th Admiral Bar- 
celo returned from Ceuta to his old 
anchorage off Algeziras, and the port 
again became closely blockaded. A 
deserter came in, on the morning of 
the 30th, from the lines ; he belonged 
to the Walon guards ; and about five in 
the afternoon, another Walon deserted 
to us. They fired several muskets at 
the latter, and he turned about and re- 
turned the shot: three horsemen then 
pursued him, but were driven back by 
our artillery. After the first gun-fire, 
two more came in of the same corps. 

The enemy's (H)erations continued to 
be confined to the completion of their 
batteries, and the finishing of their 
bqyau. In their camp we observed 
them busily employed m erecting huts 
fiir the accommodation of their troops 
agunst the winter rains, which now 
had begun to set in. On the other 
hand, the governor made every neces- 
sary addition to the works. Waterport 
covered way was doubly palisaded, and 
a battery for three guns erected on the 
projecting quay ; a work of masonry, to 
mount two guns, was built at Ragged- 
staff; and traverses of casks and earth 
were raised on the difierent roads, on 
the north front, to secure the commu- 



nications. Some improvements were 
also made in the batteries and works 
at Europa. 

December commenced with the cap- 
ture of a Genoese polacre, becalmed off 
Europa. Our sailors found about 220/. 
in money^ on board, with some letters, 
from which we learned that the enemy 
sustained some loss in the lines from 
our fire. The 4th, the enemy beat a 
parley, and sent in a mule (belonging 
to Colonel Green, the chief eng^eer) 
which had strayed to their lines ; an 
instance ofpoliteness which we did not 
expect. The 8th, another deserter 
came in ; he was pursued, but we pro- 
tected him. The subsequent day we 
observed several men about the west- 
em and eastern advanced stone guard- 
houses, which we imagined were posted 
there to prevent desertion. Our artil- 
lery endeavoured to dislodge them with 
round shot, but did not succeed. The 
10th, the enemy fired several rounds, 
from Fort St Fhilip, at our fishing- 
boats in the bay. Four soldiers of 
De la Motte's regiment, quartered on 
Win(hnill-hill, attempted, on the 13th, 
to desert : search was however imme- 
diately made for them, and two were 
retaken. Those who escaped were 
supposed to have got down by a rope- 
ladder, left by the party employed in 
cutting brush-wood for fascines. The 
next day another of the enemy endea- 
voured to come over to us, but, being 
Sursued by two horsemen, was cut 
own and secured. One of the horses 
belonging to the pursuers was killed 
by our fire, and the rider much bruised 
with the fall. The succeeding day 
this unfortunate man was executed on 
a new gallows, erected near their artil- 
lery park, and the body, according to 
custom, hung till sunset. 

The governor, on the 19th, ordered 
that no guns should be fired from the 
garrison at the enemy's shipping, if 
ue distance required more than 6° ele- 
vation ; except when ships were chas- 
ing or engaged. On the 20th, the 
Buck, having refitted, sailed on a cruise 
to the eastward. We were afterwards 
informed that she unfortunately fell in 
with a French frigate, which, after a 
few broadsides, captured the Buck; 
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but before she could be got into port, 
■he snnk from ^e damage received in 
the action. On the night of the 26th, 
we had a most violent storm of rain, 
with dreadful thunder and lightning. 
The snoceeding morning a vast qnan- 
dty of wood, oork, &e. was floating 
under our walls : the rain had washed 
it from the banks of the Pahnones and 
Guadaranqne, and it was wafted W the 
wind over to our side of tiie bay. ruel 
had long been a scarce article: this 
supply was therefore considered as a 
miraeuloos interference of Proridenee 
in our &vour. 

The enemy, the 27th, fired four guns 
from Port St. Philip : one of the shot 
struck the extremity of Prince's lines. 
Whether these were fired to fHghten 
our fishermen, who were dragging their 
nets near the farther gar<kns, with- 
out Landport, or only as an experi- 
ment, we could not say, as they inmie- 
diately ceased on our returning the 
fire from Willis-s. The day following, 
came in three deserters ; and the same 
morning the Flj packet-boat arrived 
from Tangier, with 40 goats, fowls and 
e^ffs, but no mail : this cargo, though 
trifling, was highly acceptable. The 
deserters informed us that the enemy 
were almost overflowed in their lines, 
fh)m the late excessive rains : in some 
places, particularly near the new bat- 
teries, the water was two and three 
fbet deep ; and their efibrts to drain it 
off had hitherto been ineffectual. The 
28th, a soldier of Hardenberg's deserted 
down the back of the rock. 

January, 1780, did not commence 
with any very interesting events. A 
squadron of men-of-war pused through 
to the west on the 2nd : it being hazy, 
we could not distinguish of what nation 
they were; but many thought them 
Spaniards from Carthagena. On the 
evening of the 5th, a fire broke out in 
the enemy's camp, which, we after- 
wards learned, destroyed four officers' 
marquees, and six or seven huts. The 
following day, after gon-fire, two Wa- 
lons deserted to us : they brought infor- 
mation that upwards of forty mortars 
were mounted in the lines, and that all 
their batteries were completed witii 



A Neapolitan pc^aow was Indafy 
driven under our guns on the fitfi, and 
obliged to OMne in. Ob hotadwefmai 
about 6000 bushes of barley, a eaig* 
(circumstaiioed as we were) of nesli- 
mable value. Tlie bakers had loag been 
limited to the quantity of bread daily Is 
be issued to the inhabilBBis, and En- 
tries wete pkoed at the wickets wfaeie 
it was delivered, to prevent cenfiHaon 
and riot. The strongest, neverAfdcHi 
had the advantage ; sollijitinmibersof 
women, children, and infirm persoi 
returned to their misehtble habititi<ia» 
frequently without tasting, for aasM 
days, that chief, and peiiiaps neoeanry 
support of life. The inhabitanto were 
not the only suflEierers in this scene of 
distress; many officers and scrfdiers had 
fiunilies to sni^iort out of the pittaaoe 
received from the victualling -office. 
A soldier, witii his wife ain thieA 
children, would inevitaUy have been 
starved to death, had not the generooi 
contribution of his corps relieved his 
family. One woman actually died 
through want ; and many were ao en- 
feeble! that it was not wittMmt great 
attention they recovered. Thistlefl^ 
dandelion, wild leeks, &e. were .for 
some time the daily nourislmieBt of 
numbers. Few supplies arriving fWan 
Barbary, and there appeari^ litde 
prospect^of relief fVom ^gland, fomiae 
began to^preaent itself with its attendant 
horrors. Had there been a riimoMr^ 
ing hope of asststanoe from home, it 
would have enabled many to siqiport 
themselves under this acwimnlation of 
distress ; but, alas ! we seemed entirely 
abandoned to our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every aitiele 
necessary to the su|^ort of lifo^ waa 
hard to be procured, and only to be 
purchased at exorbitant prices. Veal, 
mutton, and beef sold from 2a. 6<f • ta 
4«. per pound; fresh pork, from 2jl 
to Ss.; salt beef and pork, la, Sd. 
per pound; fowls, 19a, par oonpie; 
ducks, 21^.; firewood, 5s. per cwt; 
a pint of milk and water, la. Sd, V«- 
getables were extremely aoavoa: a 
small cabbage coat Is. 6<2., and a saafl 
bunch of the outward leavea sold fat 
6d, Irish butler, 2t. 6d. per ponad; 
egg«> 64l. each; and eandki^ 9s; Od.p« 
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pound. The beet feh 'Ww most exor- 
bitaDtly dew, oonsidering OfB *wlwt 
teiwB the guenam Imi been Ibrmetiy 
mpplied. Itit naitaraltosvppose^fram 
the rock being almoftt sturoonded with 
die «ea, liutwe shoidd have a oonstant 
Twonrce in this aiticle. The eoatrary 
vas, howerer, the case : <rar fidsennen 
were forogners, and b^ng imder bo 
regulation, they ezaeted, by degrees, 
most eztrsvagsnt snais far what soese 
months before w« shoaid ha.re refused 
with disgust. 

Hiis extreme scar^Htv of provisions, 
it may w«ll be hnaginecl^ oomd not £ul 
to eaEereise the invention of individuals. 
A angular mode of faatefainff chickens 
was about this time suooessniily prac- 
tised by the Hanoverians ; and, as it 
may be aooeptabk to some readers, 
the prooess, ss communicated by a 
friend, is here inserted. The eggs 
were ]^aced, with some cotton, wo^ 
or otiier warm substance, in a tin case 
of Euch oonstmction as to be heated 
dither by a lamp or hot water ; and, by 
a proper attention to the temperature 
of h^t, the eggs were commonly 
hatched in the usual time of a hen's 
sitting. A capon (however strange it 
may appear) was then taagfat to rear 
thna. To reconcile him to this trust, 
the feaUiers were plucked from his 
breast and belly ; he was then gentiy 
Boounnd with a bnnch of netties, and 
plaoed npon the yonuff hatch, whose 
downy warmth afibrded such comfort 
to the bared and smarting parts, that 
be, from that period, reared them up 
with the care and t^demess of a 
mother. 

Early in the morning of the lOtfa, a 
squadron of ships was seen to the east, 
which had pass^ thnmgh in the nig^t ; 
Ave were of the line, and one under 
juy-masts : supposed to be Ck>unt d'Es- 
taiiig>s fleet from tiie West Indies. The 
same day a soldier of the 58th regiment 
was executed for stealing : he was the 
ant man who had suffered rince Oene- 
Tal Eliott had been governor. T&eday 
Mowti^;, the enemy fo:ed, from Fort 
StBarban, onade^yman perform- 
^ the last oflloe over the corpse of a 
•oldicr of the 72ud regiment, at the 
^wial-grottnd near the governor's 



meadow. The party immediately re* 
tired, though not before they had de* 
ponted their charge. As this conduct 
convinced ns that the aiemy would nd 
permit us to bury our deitd without 
tiie garrison, a part of the red sands 
behind the Princess of Wales's lines 
was appropriated to that purpose. 

The 12th, they surmised ns again 
with ten shot from Fort St Philip ; 
several came into town, imd did some 
trifling damage am<Higst the buildings. 
Hie inhabitants, whose alarms had not 
totally subsided since the middle of 
Sq>tember, when the governor opened 
upon the enemy, were now per&ctiy 
convinced they meant to return our 
fire; and accordingly began, on the 
first report of their guns, to remove 
theoiseives to the son^ward. Some in 
the greatest confusion endeavoured to 
secure th^r valuables in town ; but tiie 
firing oeasing, the fugitives, before 
night, summoned up sufficient courage 
to return. A woman, passing near <me 
of the houses, was slightly hurt. It 
was singular that a female should be 
the first person wounded by the enemy 
at this remarkable siege. In the even- 
ing, the commanding officers had orders 
to inform their corps that the governor 
was un^r the necessity of curtailing 
tiie weekly allowance of provisions. 
Disagreeable as this intelligence was, 
and particularly when We consider the 
distress which many experienced eveik 
with the foil allowance, the men re- 
ceived it without the smallest appear- 
ance of discontent Convinced of thd 
necessity,^ they acquiesced with cheer^ 
fulness ; indeed, to do them justice, in 
all the vieissitades of this trying period 
the garrison submitted, without mur- 
muring, to evert^ necessary regulation, 
however unpleasing. It was fortunate 
for many that this short allowance of 
provisions did not continue long : nay, 
it remained a doubt with some whether, 
at tiie time, the governor was not ap 
pri^d of a relief being near, and did 
not enact this regulation solely to make 
trial of the disposition of his troops. If 
so, how satisfactory a cireumstance 
must it have been to find the army 
under his command accord with so 
mnch good humour to what might hk 
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congidered as a real hardship^ however 
iudispensable I 

Aamiral Doff, on the Idth, gave 
orders to the men-of-war and armed 
vessels to be prepared, in case a convoy 
was near, to afford every protection to 
any straggling ships that misht attempt 
the port before the main body arrived. 
This caution confirmed us in the opi- 
nion of a convoy being expected; and 
a general joy was di&sed throughout 
the garrison at the flattering, though 
probably distant prospect. Two days 
after, a brig, which widi other vessels 
seemed to be going through to the east, 
suddenly altered her course, and, not- 
withstanding she was opposed by the 
enemy, anchored under our walls. A 
ship with the British flag, entering the 
bay, was so uncommon a sight that 
almost the whole garrison were assem- 
bled at the south'vrard to welcome her 
in ; but words are insufficient to describe 
their transports on being informed that 
she was one of a large convoy which 
had sailed the latter end of the pre- 
ceding month for our relief. The dis* 
tressed Jews, and other inhabitants, 
were frantic with joy ; and the repeated 
huzzas fVom all quarters for some time 
prevented further inquiries. We after- 
wards learned that she had parted com- 
pany with the convoy in the Bay of 
Biscay, and off Cadiz had discovered 
nine aiil of large ships, which the 
master concluded were Spaniards sta- 
tioned there to oppose their entrance. 
The latter part of their information 
gave us much uneasiness. The enem^, 
we concluded, would have good intelli- 
gence of the force of the British con- 
voy. If^ therefore, any opposition was 
intended, a superior squadron would 
consequently be stationed at the en- 
trance of the Straits. These reflections 
damped, in a great degree, the plear 
sure we before experienced, and made 
us apprehensive that the relief was not 
so near as we at first expected. The 
prospect of it had, however, a very vi- 
sible effect on the price of provisions, 
which immediately fell more than two- 
thirds. 

Since it was probable that straggling 
ships might attempt the port before the 
body of the convoy approached, the 



Childers sloop-of-war and armed ves- 
sels were ordered to cruise in the bay 
to protect them from the enemy's small- 
craft Previous to the arrival of the 
brig, a soldier of the 58tli regiment 
deserted from a party employed befaiDd 
the rock in gathering shrubs, &c.fiir 
fittcines. The 16th, a Walon deserted 
to us, by whom we were informed that 
the enemy had everything prqiared m 
their lines to bombard the tovm. Ataa* 
other time we should have been gready 
alarmed at this intelligence ; Imt our 
thoughts were too muda eaga^ed widi 
the pleanng though uncertain hopes 
of relief to reflect on the consequences 
of a bombardment. In the evening 
our apprehenaons concerning the con- 
voy were totally dispelled by thear> 
rival of a brig laden with floor, whidi 
communicated the joyful news ibtt 
on the 8th of January Admiral Sir 
George Brydges Rodney had captured, 
off the coast of Portugal, a SpaniA 
64-gun ship, five of 32 and 28 guns, 
with fifteen merchantmen, betonging to 
the Caracca Company, going fhnn Bil- 
boa to Cadiz ; and that, with a fleet of 
twenty-one sul of the line and a large 
convoy of merchant-ships and trans- 
ports, he was proceeding to our relief 
Every idea of opposition at this inJbr- 
mation immediately vanished ; and we 
anticipated the flattering proqpect cf 
seeing the British flag <moe more tri- 
umpmmtly displayed in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The weather on the 17th was very 
hazy; butclearingupthe socoeedingd^, 
one of the prizes arrived without any op- 
position from the enemy. The midship* 
man who brought her in informed la, 
that when he parted with the fleet oo 
the 16th, Sir George was engaged with 
a Spanish squadron off Cape St. Mary's; 
and that, just before they lost sii^t of 
them, a ship of the line^ blew up ; hot 
he was at too great a distance to dis- 
tinguish whether she was Mend or fiie. 
In the evening one of the armed Oih 
racca prizes came in, but no forthor 
particulars of the engagement oould be 
learned. Our anxiety concerning the 
event of the action vras, however, ifr 
moved a few hours afterwards by the 
appearance of the convoy itself off fi^ 
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ropa. The wind, at that critical time, 
anfortnnately foiled them; and the yi- 
lid flashes of lightning, by which we 
had diseoTered the fleet at the first, only 
senred to exhibit them to us driving 
with the current to the eastward of the 
nek. The Apollo frigate, Captain Pow- 
nll, with one or two merchantmen, 
aevertheless got in about eleven ; and 
by the former the governor and garri- 
son were acquainted with the agreeable 
tiding of a complete victory over the 
Spamdi admiral, who, with three others 
of his squadron, was taken : one was 
nm ashore, another blown up in the 
engagement, and the rest dispersed. 

We now found that the plan for re- 
lieving Gibraltar had been conducted 
at home with such secrecy and pru- 
dence that the enemy never suspected 
that Sir Geoi^ meant to convoy the 
transports to the Straits with so strong 
a fleet By their intelligence from 
Brest, they understood he was to sepa- 
nto in a certain latitude, and proceed 
with the main body of the men-of-war 
to the West Indies. Thus deceived, 
the^ concluded that the transports with 
their convoy would fall an easy prey 
to their squadron, which consisted of 
eleven men-of-war, all chosen ships 
ftom their grand fleet 

fit daybreak, on the morning of the 
19th, the enemy immasked one of their 
14-gim batteries. The guns, with those 
in the Ibrt, were all elevated, and 
the lines reinfbrced with two regiments 
of infimtry. The governor, notwith- 
standing diese appearances, ordered a 
toydl nlute to be flred at six o'clock 
from Willis's. The Panther man-of- 
war was decorated, and also fired a 
salute on account of this victory. About 
seven the Edgar arrived, with the Phco- 
nix prize of 80 guns, having on board 
the Spanish admiral, Don Juan de 
iiBngaia y Huarte. This ship had lost 
her misen and main top-masts, but 
seemed little injured in the hull. The 
idmiral, who was wounded in the en- 
S^gement, was conducted on shore in 
the evening to lodgings in town, and 
had eyery attention and compliment 
pmi lum which were due to his rank. 
At^ nig^t, Admiral Digby, in the 
Prmoe George^ worked round Europa 



with eleven or twelve ships; but Sir 
George remained with the crippled 
prizes, and with the main body of the 
fleet, off Marbella, a Spanish town, 
formerly of note, sixteen leagues to the 
eastward of Gibraltar. 

The 20th, being the anniversary of 
the King of Spain's birthday. Admiral 
Barcelo's ships were decorated accord- 
ing to custom. When the colours were 
struck ia the evening, the flag-ship, 
with her consort of 50 guns, was hauled 
close in land ; and the next day a large 
party began to erect a battery on the 
shore for their protection; being ap- 
prehensive, probably, of an attack fipom 
the British fleet The night of the 
21st, the enemy unmasked the other 
batteries in the lines, which again 
caused a p;eneral disturbance amongst 
the inhabitants. Everything seemed 
now prepared to fire upon me town. 
The convoy continued beating up ; but 
the prizes were so damaged in their 
rigging that they could not be expected 
to make the bay till the wind veered 
round to the east Early on the 22nd, 
several men-of-war, in coming into the 
bay, were carried down under the ene- 
my's batteries near Point Mala, which 
occasioned a general alarm in their 
camp. Drums beat to arms, and their 
artillery opened in an instant The 
boats of the fleel^ however, were or- 
dered to their assistance, and the ships 
were towed back without receiving 
much damage. One man was killed 
and two wounded on board the Ter- 
rible ; all of them Spanish prisoners. 

Sir Greorge, on his amval off the 
coast of Barbary, had sent intelligence 
to Mr. Logic to prepare supplies for the 
^rrison. Three vessels therefore sailed 
m the course of the 22nd for Tetuan to 
bring over what was at hand. The 
consul had provided cattle, fiiscines, 
pickets, &c. in readiness for the ships 
when they arrived ; but, to his surprise, 
the ships sent in the hurry of business, 
under convoy of the Bedford, were 
transports fitted up for the reception of 
troops, with many weeks' provisions on 
boanl ; and before the berths could be 
removed to admit the supplies, the 
wind came easterly, and the ships were 
obliged to return without them. This 
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oversight iras of Xteat detrxment to the 
earrison, as at tnis period we mi^t 
have procured fresh prfmsiom^ which 
widi economy would faave seired for 
some months. The garrison Tesaels 
were afterwards seat for these srtieles ; 
but after ^r G«orge Rodney's depar- 
tare, most of tikem were detained by 
the Tigilanoe of the enem|^s cniisers. 

We learned by the Childers, on the 
23rd, that Sir Q«onre wat at andior, 
irith tiie prices, in Tetaan Road; and 
waited only a &Toamble wind to joiti 
the remainder of the fleet in the bay. 
As the town of Tetnan has frequently 
been mentioned in the preceding pages, 
and probably will lus o^n occur m the 
course of the subsequent, the reader 
will perhaps not be displeased to find 
in this pla^ a short description of it. 
Tetoan is a very ancient town in Bar- 
bary, situated to the south^^iBt of Ceuta, 
about six miles from the sea, on a riv^l* 
which meanders beautifiilly through a 
pleasant country ; but which has a bar 
at the entrance, that renders it mlnavi- 
gable for large ships. Small vessels 
get up about two miles, as far as Mar- 
teen, which is the quay and port of 
Tetuan. The town is walled round 
witili square towtBrs at dififerent dis^ 
tances to flank the curtains. It is 
built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and 
the houses being white, with flat roofis, 
have the appearance at a distance of an 
encampment. The buildings are so 
contrived that a petdon nu^ go from 
one end of the town to the other with- 
out descending into the sti^t^ and in 
this manner their women, by CK$(mpying 
the upper stories, visit each other With- 
out being exposed to the ragfat of the 
Inale sex in the streets below. 

The town has a manuftctory, and 
carries on a considerable trade, princi- 
pally in barter ; the road is, however, 
so exposed towards &e east, that ships 
cannot remain there during the Levant 
winds. The Moors exchange cattle^ 
poultry, and fruit for other articles; 
and when there is a truce between the 
powers, supply several parts of Spain 
with provisions. The oranges of Te- 
tuan are esteemed the largest and best 
flavoured of any in that part of the globe. 

The enemy, we nnagined, were not 



a little alanned by the casual lappeai^ 
ance of our shqps on the nomiiig viikt 
22nd, as, for several days after, th^ 
were busy in lenoviiig oamioB fnm 
thcnr artillery park to the diflEerent kai^ 
teries along the coast. At Al^esdtm 
ihe top-masts and yairda of ^Uie tele»«^ 
war were stnHik, and the ships hauled 
as close in land, under the liio fa rts s n 
of ^bd new battery, as the dtpk «f 
water would admit. Sevend fipmUi 
officers were now permitted, to retsm 
on their parole to Spain. The fbtH^ 
ihe Childers sailed bock to l^tam; 
and soon after Iftrrived a British letter 
of marque finom Newfimndlarad, late 
with salt-fish. 

Whilst the fleet remai^ked &i the bay 
the governor and garrison were often 
hononred with the presence t>f the 
royal midshipman. Prince William 
Henry ;* abd when that yoathfhl hero, 
on his return, laid his eariy laurels at 
the feet of his royal fisEther, he pre- 
sented, at the same iatBae^ a plan of the 
garrifioDv in the relief c^ which he had 
made his first naval essay. In'tiiat 
plan were delineated the imptofvaneBiB 
which tiw place had undergone, and 
the new batteries erected on the faeigjbts 
fflnce the commettoement of the Uocfcade. 

The mention of his rojral hi ghn e ss 
brin^ to my reeoUeclion an oDeodote 
of him, which occurred whilst the fleet 
was in the bay. The Spanish admird, 
Don Jtum Langara, one morning vilBtBd 
Admiral Digby, to whose diarge te 
prince was entnuted, and Don Langaia 
was of course introduced to his royal 
highness. During the donference be- 
tween the admirala, Prince William 
retired; ahd when it was intimatid 
that Don Juan wished to return, Ids 
royal highness appeared iii his dianfr* 
ter of midshipman, and respeecfblly 
informed the admiral that the bait was 
ready. The Spaniard, astonished to see 
the son of a monarch acting as a petty 
offieer, imihediately exclaimed, ** Well 
does Great Britun merit die exhpre of 
the sea, when the humblest stalMns m 
her navy are so^Marted by prmoes of 
the blood."t 

• His late M*jetty» Kin; Wmiun tV. 

f III eoftsoqnCnfee 9t letming thtt diMltt 
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Tinier 9f 4iQ «n6i|iy, ^ Hni 2$th» 
deserted toihegMriiOA; i^ WU^^tr 
»W>| > ti ii ft to ^estat^ W9» wtik^m, and 
tWMliev wai. shot V; the porsueirs vithin 
nowlrfflflhot of owr linei^ W« iii^ 
ftom Willv'ft at ib^ W«eii«^ii whp fdr 
IinKd tliein, and woim^ed twf> of il^ 
hones. Tlie deaertei^ «u4 U iRas. im- 
ported tbat tbe enemjr int^nde^ bom- 
mdiiig tbe toim the snceeeding day. 
For ^sveraL preoeding miMjithft we had 
leasoo, ffom their openudoBS, to think 
sneh an event not improbehlff. Seren 
or eight mortar battenea had been dift- 
trihnted ahmg Iheir lines,, lo which, 
aoeor^Bff to 097 intelligenpe^ weve np^ 
▼avds <rf forty mortars; Ijieee, with 
the OBimon bearing on ^e garriaon 
tnm ihor m b«fiterie8» amounted in 
ail to upwards of 100 pieoes of ordnnnoe. 
Thtj^ there£»re, were not. unprepaced 
tor such seryioe ; bnt whethev the oir- 
euBistaiifie of the Spanish, admlm} and 
oflioeia being lodged in. the town might 
not at that time in sooie.d^;i;ee influenpe 
their oondnc^ or whetbec th^ were 
orerawed by the strong naytJ. force 
in Iheijr neighbourhood, 4iey deferoed 
the bombaMBient to a more d&stant 
period. 

Sir G^rge arrived in the Sandwich 
ton Tetoan on the 25th; and the fol- 
lowing day tiie priaea and remaining 
men-of-war were all at anchor in the 
hay. A oooncil of wac was immedi- 
ately held on the admiral's arrival; 
bat the subject of their debates was not 
made public. Late in the evening of 
the same day a Newtbnndhind vessel 
with fish, conung in, approached so 



had been expressed respecting the eathenticity 
of this anecdote, tbe author wrote, in 1835, to 
Sir Herbert Taylor, then private secretary to 
the King, and raeeiTed ftom hiin.the following 

•« My dear Colonel,— I haye tijien the earli- 
est opportunity of submitting to the King the 
■Mmoraiidum yon left with me at St. James's 
Filaee lespeoting tbe pesssge at jmgfi 90 
of rp. 44 of the present editionj your ^luable 
ana interesting work, the * Histo^ of the Siege 
of Oibrmltar,' to which it refers; and I have 
nov the pleasure to acquaint y4>u. by com- 
mand of his M^esty^ that tlie anecdote there 
Sven is correctly sUted in every respect, and 
erefore that any alteration of it which may 
have been sanested is uncalled for. 

*• Windsor UsUe, Sith March, U3»." 



clfm to the enemy's coast, that oar 
gDArd-boats were obliged to bring hev 
to her proper, berth. 

The Fortune sloop carried over to 
Point Mala, en. the 26th, the Spanish 
wounded prisoners : AdxmraJ Langara, 
-«rith hie suite,. stjU remiiined in. Gib- 
raltar. Admiral Sir George Brydges 
Rodney land^ on the 27th at Kag^ed 
Stal^ and, after visitang the Spamsh 
admiral, dined with the governor. 
Prince. William, with A4mir3 Digby, 
&c., likewise dined 9t the. convent 
The sami^ day the governor ordered 
those soldiers' wives and diildren who 
were not provided with twelve months' 
pcovisions to prepare to. leave the gar- 
rison wiiih the fleet ; 250 lbs. of flour, 
or 360 lbs,, of biscuit^ was stated aa suf- 
ficient £>r one person. By this regu- 
lation many useless hands were sent 
home, whidi would have been a. vast 
burthen on the garrison, circunjstanced 
as ^e> aftprwarda were. Th^ evening 
of the 23th the Childers sailed for 
England with despatches from the ad- 
miral ; but meeting with a mle of 
wind at ygfist, sh^ was compelled to 
return, a||er losing her fbre-yard. and 
throwing taar guna overboard. At 
nightt came in a deserter fi'om tl^e 
Walon guards. 

About noon, on the^ 29th, a large 
ship appeased from the westward : on 
doubling Cabrita Point she was. dis- 
covered to be an cjhen^. Signals were 
instantly inede for the Odoar and t^o 
fn^tes to attack her. In the ntejSQ 
time the Spaniard seemed greatly con- 
fused, but at last worked close in l»»^ 
between two barbet batteries at the 
Point. Several broadsides, wm«.. ex^ 
chang^ between her and the £dgar« 
whilst the frig^^tes attacked the batte* 
ries. They were, however, after some 
time recalled, the admiral being appre- 
hensive that they niight sustain greater 
damage ttom the land than ihe object 
in action would excuse. The same 
day the second battalion of the 73id 
regimenl^ or Lord M'Leod's High-r 
landers, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel George M^Kenzie, disembarked 
fnun on board the fleet at the New 
Mole, and took possession of the case-* 
mates,, in th^ K^g's bastion, &c Thif 
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regiment was intended for Minorca; 
bm General EUott thought proper, with 
the advice of the admirals, &c., to de- 
tun them. Their strength at this time 
was 30 officers, 6 staff officers, 50 Ser- 
jeants, 22 drummers, and 944 rank and 
file : an excellent reinforcement in our 
situation, nnce the scurry had already 
begun to appear among us. Colonels 
Picton and Mawhood, with many other 
officers, joined their corps also by this 
fleet On the night of the 29th, came 
in three more Walons. The Minorca 
convoy sidled on the dlst, under the 
Marlborough, Invincible, &c The 
wind changing to the east in the even- 
ing, the Childers made another at- 
tempt to pass the Straits; which she 
effected, and carried home dinMitches 
giving authentic accounts of the pre- 
ceding victory. 

Sir George, when he captured the 
Caracca fleet, judged that the cargoes 
of several would be useflil to the gar- 
rison : he therefore brought with him 
what ships he thought would be ser- 
viceable, and landed their freights 
along with the supplies which govern- 
ment had sent out. A great number 
of guns of heavy metal, and some hun- 
dred barrels of powder, were also pur- 
chased from the Spani^ prizes by the 
governor, notwithstanding he had re- 
ceived a large supply of the latter by 
the convoy. The artillery (whose con- 
stant practice it was to try the strength 
of powder on the batteries) afterwards 
compared the quality and strength of 
the British and Spanish powder, and 
found the former greatly superior. 

In the beginning of February, the 
wind from the S. W. blew a strong 
gale, which, from the foulness of the 
anchorage off Rosia Bay, &c., involved 
the fleet in great distress. Some of 
them were in very imminent danger of 
being forced upon the rocks, particu- 
larly one of the Spanish prizes, which, 
widout doubt, would have experienced 
that fate, if seasonable assistance had 
not been sent her, and the wind had 
not abated. The 3rd, Admiral Barcelo 
again hoisted his flag and ensign, hav- 
ing secured his ships by a strong boom, 
and completed the battery on the land, 
which mounted 22 guns. Merlons were 



also added to the fort on the isiaDd, 
which before was en harbet. 

Three deserters came in oa the 5th : 
they were immediately sent on board 
the fleet, where the others had been 
ordered the preceding day, to take 
their passage for England. These men 
gave dismal accounts of the enemy's 
sufferings in camp, where imiveml 
discontent prevailed on aoconnt of the 
^reat scarcity and deamess of provi- 
sions. We little doubted the truth of 
this intelligence: the neighboorhood 
of their camp, from our own knowledge 
of the country, was not capable of sub- 
sisting so large an army ; consequently 
they were obliged to be supplied with 
provisions, &c. from places at a dis- 
tance, and these resources since Admiral 
Rodney's arrival had been cut off. Our 
cruisers, in truth, not only obstructed 
these supplies, but also prerented the 
garrison of Ceuta from receiving the 
refreshments frt)m Spain which their 
situation made necessary; and our in- 
telligence from Barbary mentioned that 
that garrison was in a similar, if not 
worse condition than their opposite 
friends. If Sir George, therefore, had 
continued some lime longer in the 
Mediterranean, our enemies probaUy 
would have been reduced to greater 
difficulties than we ourselves had expe> 
rienced. 

As the fortress of Ceata is in some 
degree connected with the subject of 
the present narrative, it may not be 
improper to relieve the reader's atten- 
tion by a brief description of it TTie 
town of Ceuta is situated on the coast 
of Barbary, about 1 5 miles to the south- 
ward of Gibraltar. In the sera of the 
Romans it was a town of some note, 
but on the decline of that empire ^1, 
like others, to the dominion of tbe 
Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained in 
the possession of the latter till the year 
1414, when John I., King of Portagsl, 
with a formidable force, surprised and 
took it The Moors afterwards made 
many attempts to recover it, but in 
vain ; and ever once, it has remained 
in the possession of the Chiastians. 
Upon the demise of Henry of Porto- 
giu, in 1578, that crown was seised 
upon by the Spaniards ; Ceuta < 
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quently became a Spanish garrison: 
and when the Portiiguese revolted, un- 
der John, Doke of Braganza, i^i 1640, 
and again established themselves into a 
distinct kingdom, Ceuta did not, with 
the rest of &e empire, retam to its na- 
tural allegiance, but continued in the 
hands of Sie Spaniards, by whom it has 
been held ever since. 

Being a promontory projecting into 
the sea, the sitoation of Ceuta is not 
much different from that of Gibraltar. 
The town, which is built on the neck 
of land that joins it to the continent, 
is strongly fortified in the modem man- 
ner. The suburbs are at some distance, 
in order to be more out of reach of the 
shells, in case of an attack from the 
land ; and they extend to the foot of a 
monntain, at the extremity of the pen- 
insula, on which are erected a watch- 
tower and castle, surrounded with a 
fortified wall, about a league in cir- 
cumference. The fortifications are kept 
in good repair by slaves, who are sen- 
teaoed to this punishment from the 
different prisons m Spain ; and a strong 
garrison is kept in the fortress, to pre- 
vent a surprise from tiie Moors, who, 
like the Spaniards with respect to Gib- 
raltar, have a watchfiil eye over it. 
The city is regularly furnished with 
provisions from the opposite ports in 
Spain; and being destitute of water, 
which was formerly conducted by an 
aqueduct from the neighbourhood, is 
supplied with that article from Este- 
pona, a small Spanish fishing -town 
about nine leagues to the eastward of 
Gibraltar. 

Another deserter came in on the 10th 
of February. The day following, the 
invalids and women embarked on board 
the fleet. By the 12th the supplies 
▼ere all landed, and the riggbg of the 
Spanish prizes being repaired, uie fleet 
prepared to return. The same day a 
ilaj^ of truoe brought over some English 
priaoners: one of them, the master of 



a merchantman, which had been taken 
in her voyage to the garrison, informed 
us that me boom at Algeziras was a 
twenty-two-inch cable-rope, buoyed up 
by^ casks, to prevent our sending fire- 
ships among their shipping. 

The Spanish admiral having regu- 
lated with Sir George Rodney every- 
thing concerning the exchange and re- 
lease of prisoners, was permitted on tiie 
13th to return upon his parole into 
Spain. He was conducted with part of 
his suite, in the governor's carriage, to 
the Spanish lines, where he was re- 
ceived by his friends, and with them 
proceeded on to the camp. The suc- 
ceeding day, the remainder of tiie 
Spanish officers were taken by the For- 
tune sloop, and landed at the Orange- 
grove. Lieutenant Williams, of 3ie 
navy (who, after taking possession of 
one of the Spanish prizes in the action 
off St. Mary's, was obliged to run her 
ashore near Cadiz, and surrender him- 
self prisoner), retumM with another 
officer, on boaird the sloop, to the garri- 
son. The liberal and polite behaviour 
of the navy and the governor to Don 
Langara and his countrymen made a 
sensible and lasting impression on their 
minds, and was confessedly of great 
advantage to the English prisoners in 
Spain ; particularly to those taken in 
our neighbourhood, who ever after- 
wards were treated with great atten- 
tion and humanity. 

In the evening of the 13th, the Bri- 
tish fleet got under way, excepting the 
Edgar and the Panther ships of the 
line, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri- 
gates, which were left behind, as great 
part of their crews had been removed 
to man the prizes. The enemy, on their 
appearing in motion, immediately gave 
the alarm, which was communicated by 
signals from their towers along the 
coasts towards Cadiz. At dusk few of 
our ships were in sight from the upper 
partofthehilL 
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CHAPTER IV. 



TWt SpMlMdi M««w Mm Wiwfciidt Att— tgt to Bun ow 8M«taff bf Ma* BiwAips bit 
miMuvy^Ovn, B«it»^G«fHMi afu* dl*tieMed— Enra^y eflbataaMy mil off tbeSafpUn 
horn Owteqi^-^BrMk OMaad In advuM tnmtbmt Haet Sen wy ^ratgr fncvalrafc^Gmil} 
i)iU«wd by fth* ttM of Uaoa»-MQd« •ruinff this V«g«tablc AciiU-OwfiMKi obtato a Inr 
•afipUM ftonv MiaoKft^lteemy mtuAei in thek opemtjouH-Spiatad mOiaa. betmea Ae 
Bnemy and an EngUah Pailaerai--GiuKi«oa abligfd to qfcUt tbeGaidens on tii» matnl §p»ai 
—Tangier— 8pe«dw«U Cnttai irfiToa ^jtn a a^iritod enfa«Bni«&tr-A Spy dfawmnd— Mi. 
JiOgie, tbf BHtiab Conanl ia Barbary, «x{)eU«d the Ein|»rai^doniiniimn— Graal treabiwBt 
nhtek he and tbe other BritUi antgecta- expaiiaiicad— Cevwa of thia eventr-A MeaMriil 
from the Oflken of the OarriaoorHOreat distieaa^of the TiuO{»«.Th« Kite cotter,. Captain 
Tiollo9» aiiim« with inteUig^uife Uk«tthe Britlah fleet la at the eatcance otthe Stiaiti* 



Th« gwnaaa iaig|it,iu>w. be oooadered 
laaYerjrpev&ctsUteofde&xioe. The 
scurry indeed had begun to afftct 
niaoy» and threatened to become more 
ffin^nl; but yt« flattered ourselTes 
tnat tiie eoemj wonldsgiye np dieir in- 
tfiQtion of fitarvingi ns to & surrender, 
and>, by relazinff m their vigilance at 
4ea, might aflbnd ua an opsortoni^ of 
receiving constant suppbes. of those 
articles most essential tD health. Our 
stores and magagines ^w«re full; a re- 
inforcement had. joined th^ garrison ; 
and new q»irits were infused, into the 
troops, since they were convincadf.from 
thet powerful foroe sent to their relief, 
that the]j|: were not Ibr^tten. in lihe 
mnltipUcity of objects which necessarily 
engaged thei attention of our friends at 
home. 

Admiral Duff having letomed on 
board the fleet to England, the com- 
mand of the squadron Siat remained in 
the bay consequently devolved on 
Captain £liott of the Edgar, who, on 
the 14th of February, hoisted his broad 
pendant as commodore. 

The 16th of the same month. Admiral 
Barcelo removed the boom at Algeziras, 
and warped out to his former anchor- 
age, immediately detaching his small 
craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept any 
ships that might attempt coming in. 
In the afternoon, the enemy executed 
two men in camp^ who^ it was ima- 



(pined,. had beearotakeu. in attemptiag 
to desert: their bodies w«m net cut 
down until IhaSKMh. Thfepnushiottt 
seemed, however, to have fittto effect; 
for at nig^t three otfaen ssms iOf 
having swum round Fort BM^bso. Tbs 
muUitude of deserters ftom the SpamA 
lines during the whole of the siege, is 
one of the circumstances least cajiabie 
of a satis&etoiT i^Ttplnnfttifflff What 
Qould these unhi^py men ei^ect ins 
confined and blocktided. gamson, aad 
even at avtime when thcnr could not fiiH 
to be acquainted with the distressaai 
difllculties under which we labooxed? 
The very act of escaidng was attended 
with innumerable dangers; and, should 
the garrison afterwaras. ML into the 
han£ of the enemy, tiiey were certain 
to meet with the severest punishment 
There is, howevec, a kind- of heroism 
tathe passiona; disgust, or resenUneDtr 
will, prompt men to overlook daogien 
and difficulties, which, in the line o^ 
their duty, would be esteemed iDSo^ 
mountable. 

A Venetian came in from the vest 
on the aist; she spoke tiie British 
fleet all well to the west of Cape St 
Vincent The subsequent day, a Dntch 
prize, laden with flour, was sent in bf 
the Maidstone privateer, which smTed 
herself on the 23rd. Several odier 
vessels came in during the intermediate 
time to the 27th; when a ^pvii^ 
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squadron of fear line-of-battle ships, 
two friffatesy and a zebeqne, joined 
Admiral Baroelo from the west, and 
again blocked im the port From 
& patched and disorderiy appearance 
of ^eir sails and rigging, it was con- 
jectured that they were fitted up in 
haste, and solely for the duty of the 
blodoide: it ga^e us however some 
aneaaiBeaB to &d them again likely to 
adopt their former system. 

At daybreak, on ue preceding day, 
we disooyered a yessel at anchor off 
Waterport, which we fired upon, si^ 
posing her to be a ^laniard : she im- 
mediately sent her boat to Ragged 
Staff, and informed us that she was of 
Naples^ and bound to London ; that she 
had tooehed at Minorca, and had on 
board two English diaeharged soldiers, 
and two women passengers. The boat 
retomed, and soon after went on shore 
at Fort St. Philip, where it remained 
about half an hour. In the eyening 
the enemy fired a shot at the yessel ; 

r which she sent her boat a second 
ashore: we answered the shot 
from Willis's; neyertheless at night 
she went oyer unperoeiyed to Alge- 
liras. 

In the b^ginninff of March, three 
regiments decamped from the enemy's 
army, and took different routes. On 
the night of the 2nd, two Genoese 
sailors, who had formerly belonged to 
a priyateer of the garrison, came oyer 
to us in a small Iwat from Algeziras. 
The following 'day a Spanish conyoy 
under a commodore arrived in the bay, 
trcMn the west The goyemor, on the 
11th, ordered the garrison to be 
yictualled monthly (bread excepted) 
in the following proportion : for a sol- 
dier, each first and third week, 1 lb. of 
pork, 2^ lbs. of salt fish, which had 
been purchased fnm the Newfound- 
land ship; 2 pints of peas; 1 lb. of 
flour; f lb. of raisins; 1 lb. of rice ; 
5 Qz. of butter; 1) pint of oatmeal. 
Second and fourth week, 1^ lb. of beef ; 
8 lbs. of fish; 2 pmts of peas; 1 lb. of 
rice; 5 QZ. of butter; 1^ lb. of wheat; 
t lb. of raisina. The salt cod being 
in^fferent of its kind, and the soldiers 
oot haying proper vegetables to dress 
•ith it, proved very pernicious. This 



article continued to be delivered for 
near seyen,months ; and undoubtedly, 
in a ^reat degree, promoted that dieai- 
ful disorder, the scurvy, which, before 
Sir George Rodney arrived, had nude 
its appearance, and afterwards became 
very general and fiital. The governor, 
however, in this new distribution, con- 
sidered the hospital, whose proportion 
of salt meat was less, and more nourish- 
inff articles issued instead. 

rfotwithstanding the repeated assur- 
ances from the S|ianiaras, that the 
English prisoners m our neighbour- 
hood should be exchanged for those 
taken with Admiral Langara, none 
were yet sent in agreeably to that 
admiral's promise: Conunodore Eliott 
was therefore under the necessity of 
making a formal demand, and to en- 
force it told them, if they did not com- 
ply, he should expect the Spanish ad- 
miral W9uld return with tne of&cen 
then upon their parole. This con- 
vinced them the commodore was no 
longer to be trifled with ; accordingly, 
on the 12th, about 390 British seamen 
were received on board- the Fortune 
sloop, and distributed amongst the 
men-of-war, whose crews, as I have 
mentioned before, were sent to man 
the Spanish prizes. The same day a 
Moorish sloop came in fnm. Malaga, 
and brouffht intelligence that the enemy 
had fitted up several fire^hips in the 
bay. In the evening three of the 72nd 
absented themselves from tiieir corps ; 
search was made the succeeding day, 
and two of them were discovered asleep 
in a cave, behind the Sngar-Loaf Point. 
They had cut up their working-dresses 
into shreds, which were tied together 
to fiivour their descent down the rock ; 
and it is imagined the following night 
they would have repeated their attempt 
to get off. One of these men was afWr- 
wards executed, but the other was par- 
doned. 

The Fly packet arrived the 14th, 
with an English mail. In the after- 
noon the Maidstone came in, with a 
settee prize, which the captain had cut 
out of Malaga road. A privateer, 
called the Alert, beat in from the west 
on the 15th, notwithstanding an east- 
erly wind.. A prize following her was 
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taken off Cabrila Point The 17th, the 
enemy lent in 41 Britieh letmen, vho 
were dittribated ae before. 

The enemy at this time were not 
partiottlarly employed. Some new ar- 
rangements were made in fheir artil- 
'lerypark; knd in their camp they 
-were bnsy, collecting brash-wood for 
fiwcines, which cansMTarions conjec- 
-tnres in the iprrison concerning their 
future operations. A salute and fou- 
de-ioie were fired in their camp on the 
19th, supposed to be occasioned by the 

- birth of a son to the princess of Astu- 
rias. The nisht of the 28rd, the Alert 
sailed with dispatches for England; 
and on the 29ih we receired fW>m the 
enemy more English prisoners. In 
the coune of the montn the garrison 

- lost four men by desertion. 

April was not remarkable for any 
erentB of moment On the 2nd, the 
Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart, sailed to the eastward on a cruise. 
•The 5th, arrired the Fly packet : she 
.reported that a merehantman, bound to 
tiie garrison, had been obliged by a 
north wind, when she .was almost ar- 
rived in the bay, to pass to the east- 
ward, and put into Tetnan, where she 
waited a fhvourable opportunity to re- 
new her attempt The Fortune sloop, 
on the 6th, took over to the enemy 
300 Spaniards, who had been confined 
'as prisoners for some time in our Nav^ 
hospital. She returned with nine Bri- 
rtish, and two days after took oyer 280 
prisoners. The night of the 12th a 
sloop, with two settees, came in fhmi 
-Ttogier : the former brought a packet 
from Mr. Logie ; and the latter, cattie, 
and other acceptable articles. The 
-following day we observed the enemy 
forming a bridge of pontons across 
'the mouth of the river Guadaranque. 
'At night, the Hyena frigate. Captain 
Thompson, arrived in thirteen days 
from England. She was chased by the 
enemy's cruisers, and fired at, but re- 
ceived very littie damage. The 20th, 
the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, apd 
•the Hyena, with a privateer, sailed to 
4he west, notwithstanding the enemy's 
superiority in the bay. Admiral Bar- 
'celo seemed to suspect their intention ; 
for instantly on their appearing under 



aul, he made a auRial for has sqoadren 
to pursue. The Edgar and her ooasort 
were, however, out of aijcht before the 
Spaniards got abreast <tf Cahiita PoiBt 

Towards the oonduaion of the montli, 
the enemy were more aetiTe in their 
camp, and sometunes in the Ines; to 
which plaoe they broucht down a grest 
quantity of fiocmes. Thej iroe diiefly 
employed in raising the tK^ran, nad 
makinff repairs, which vere, however, 
so trimng, that our artillery did not 
disturb them. Besides the arrivals al- 
ready noted, we reoei'ved sappbea by 
two or three boats from the Bariaiy 
coast; and in the course of the moBth, 
three deserters came over from the 
enemy, one of whom swam to Land- 
port from Tessd's batteqr, about half- 
way between Fort Philip and Fomt 
Mala. 

May was not less banen of interesl- 
ing occurrences than the preoedina 
month. Several deserters alUaa ^ iteQ 
to get in, but some were so unfortanale 
as to be overtaken by thrar porsacfs. 
These wretches were genendiy exe- 
cuted the succeeding day, but uie ex- 
ample did not deter others from simi- 
lar attempts. 

The 4th, the Fly returned witii 
fowls, leather, and fruit Two days 
following, the enemy's army were unr 
der arms in two divistoiis, and per- 
formed a sham engagement One di- 
vision took post on the eminence above 
the stone quarry, under die' Qneen of 
Spun's Chair, and was attacked by the 
omer from below. After a smart can- 
nonade, and brisk discharge of mus- 
ketry, the party above gave way; bat 
the night prevented our observing the 
conclusion. The succeeding day,tiie 
Fortune received from a Spanish flag 
of trace 47 prisoners, very fow of 
whom were British. At n^t small 
arms were discharged on m neutral 
ground, supposed to be at some desertp 
ers who were coming off. One Wako 
reached the barrier, and infonned oi 
that several of his comrades agreed to 
follow him. The 10th, two men were 
executed in the Spanish camp; prabip 
bly, the same who were retaken. 

Another deserter, belonging to fht 
regiment of Estremadufa, came in «a 
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tHe 11th, and was remarkable for be- 
fai^ the first native of Spain who de- 
serted. The Spanish infantry in gene- 
'Tttl is raised upon a local establishment 
- SStteh district is required, by an ancient 
Ut-W called the Qniuta, to fiimish a cer- 
tain proporti<m of troops ; and the men 
- are enrolled for about seven or eight 
yeftfi^ service, after which time they 
are permitted to return to their re- 
'speotive provinces; and as the Spa- 
niards are all strongly attached to their 
native spot, desertion is consequently 
less common with them than with any 
other troops. Most of the men who 
deserted to us, came finom those regi- 
ments in tiieir service which are com- 
posed of foreigners. 

A Swede was bron(|fat*to from Eu- 
FQpa, the I5tfa, and obliged to come in. 
We were much disappointed in her 
ladinr, whidi was salt We had a 
few &n before received some supplies 
firem Tangier; and on the 18th two 
boats arrived fhmi Tetuan, with fowls 
and oil : the latter reported that the 
Fly packet, which had left us on the 
11th, was driven ashore on the Bar- 
bary coast by the enemy's cruisers, 
who, after the crew had quitted her, 
took possesrion. We were much con- 
oemed at this intelligence; for the 
. Fly was a fiist sailer, and had been 
very fortunate in fi«quently passing in 
and oat unobserved. The 20th, came 
in a Moorish sloop trom Malaga, with 
batter, raisins, and leather : the latter 
article was much wanted; indeed, so 
scarce was it become in the garrison, 
that several officers, and most of the 
. men, had been necessitated to wear 
shoes made of canvas, with soles of 
spon^yanu 

A letter of marque arrived on the 
2Mh from Leghorn, with wine, oil, and 
other articles : a very valuable cargo 
to the garrison. On the SOth the ene- 
my's army were again under arms. 
Their manosavres on that day were the 
. attack and defence of a convoy. Their 
partieB, as in the last month, continued 
anraaging the ordnance in their artil- 
/lerypar^ and bringing down to the 
lines materials for the repair of their 
. ^dks. Our artillery, however, took 
.•litde ootiee of them. 



In the beginning of June we received 
some seasonable supplies by the arrival 
of three boats from Tetuan and one 
from Tangier. By the latter we had 
intelligence that the Fox packet, from 
Faro, and a sloop, were at that place 
waiting an opportunity to set in ; and 
by this, or one of the former ves- 
sels, Mr. Logic gave infoxmation that 
the enemy had prepared several fore- 
ships to bum our shipping in the bay. 
Two months before, he &dL intimated 
to Commodore Eliott that the la- 
niards had five fire-ships in readiness 
for immediate use ; and that they had 
once made an attempt to send them 
over, but the wind fiuled. R^ieating 
the intelli^noe, therefore, at this time, 
was peculiarly fortunate, as the next 
night they attempted to put in exe- 
cution their design. The same day, a 
Spanish ship of the line sailed from 
Algeziras to the eastward. 

Our naval force at this period con- 
sisted of the Panther, of 60 guns, Cap- 
tain Harvey (who, since Commodore 
Eliotf s departure, commanded in the 
Mediterranean); the Enterprise fri- 
gate. Captain Lesley ; two armed ves- 
sels commanded by lieutenants, with 
several armed ordnance transports, and 
other ships belonging to merchants. 
On the morning of the 7th, a little 
alter midnight, the Enterprise, which 
was anchored to the northward off the 
New mole head, discovered several 
sail approaching her from the opposite 
side of the bay : they were hailed, but, 
before satisfiuctory answera could be 
received, several fireworks and inflam- 
mable substances were thrown on 
board, and six fire-ships suddenly t4>- 
peared in the form of a crescent, bear- 
ing down upon her and the ordnance- 
ships in the New mole. Captain Les- 
ley, with immediate presence of mind, 
instantly fired three guns to alarm his 
friends, and, cutting bis catkle, drove 
closer in shore. The Panther and 
shipping, on the appearance of the 
enemy, immediately commenced a 
brisk cannonade to retard their pro- 
gress; and, manning their boats, the 
officers and seamen, with their usual 
intrepidity, ^ppled the ships; and, 
notwithstanding the fierceness of the 
e2 
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flames, towed them, dear of our yes- 
gels, under the walls, where they were 
afterwardrtxtin^isbed. Beside these 
six, which were intended for the New 
mole, three others were lighted and 
directed towards the Panther, at an- 
chor off Baena Vista ; bat one was 
towed off by the boals, and the other 
two were at so great a distance that 
&ey drove oat to sea to the eastward. 

The garrison was as early alarmed 
as the navy. The drams beat to arms ; 
the goards were all upon their defence ; 
and the pidtets, with the different re- 
giments, assembled at their posts, and 
continued under arms till daybreak. 
The artillery from the batteries se- 
conded the fire from the ships; but 
the darkness of the night prevented 
any certain knowledge of the effect 
The wind, which was favourable for 
their purpose in the beginning of the 
night, fortunately grew still when they 
were most in need of it The largest 
of them, nevertheless, which was of the 
size of a large Indiaman, or 50-^^ 
ship, would certainly have got into 
the New mole amongst the ordnance- 
transports, had not a few bar-shot, from 
a 32-pounder at the Mole head, turned 
her round, and then the current carried 
her into Rosia bay. 

The navy on this occasion cannot be 
too highly commended for their cou- 
rage, conduct, and alertness. Their 
intrepidity overcame every obstacle; 
and though three of the ships were 
linked with chains and strong cables, 
and every precaution was taken to ren- 
der them successfU, yet, with uncom- 
mon resolution and activity, the British 
seamen separated the vessels, and towed 
them ashore with no other injury to 
themselves than a few bums and 
bruises. The design altogether, to do 
Justice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, 
was well projected, and his squadron 
judiciously stationed at the entrance of 
the bay to intercept our men-of-war in 
case they had attempted to escape from 
the fire-ships. We afterwards were in- 
fbrmed that Admiral Baroelo proposed 
to Don Alvarez to draw off our atten- 
tion fW)m the southward by opening 
his land batteries on the town. With- 
out doubt such a proceeding would 



have diverted the attentioii of the gar- 
rison in sonie measure from, the ship- 
ping; but as the navy had the prin- 
cipal, nay, I may say, the sole honour 
of opposing the fire^hipis, their esdBS- 
voors would not have been less streim- 
ous, nor of course less saocessfiil. 

The hulls of the fire-ships were sooo 
after broken up and sold to the iidi^it- 
ants for Aiel, and proved a most season- 
able relief. Firing was become a more 
important article than before, which 
may appear very extraordinary to the 
reader, when he looks back to the short 
time which had elapsed since the de- 
parture of Sir George Bodney's fleet : 
but it is necessary to inform him that 
the colliers intended for the gairison 
were too late in coming round fhnn 
the Downs to join at Spithead— Sir 
George Rodney therefi[>re sailed with- 
out them. 

The morning of the Stilly arrived the 
Fox packet, and another vessel fitm 
Faro; and in the coarse of ibe 10th 
and 12th, four boats came in from Te- 
tuan and Tangier with various cargoes. 
The patrons reported it was current at 
Tangier that we killed 14 or 15 men 
in the attack of the fire-^ps^ and tiiat 
the Spaniards had several more fire- 
ships ready in the bay, with whidi it 
was not improbable they might make a 
second attempt Our navy were con- 
sequently very vigilant, aiad kept a 
good look-out For scmie we^s past 
we liad been remarkably snecessfai m 
receiving these small and very accept- 
able supplies. Their eruiaers, how- 
ever, now began to be more al^t, and 
appeared to be stationed with better 
judgment On the 1 5th, a boat was 
taken coming in, but her consort es- 
caped; and on the 20th, another ar- 
rived from Tanker, which faroaght 
intelligence that a large ship, with 
coals and butter, bound to the garrison, 
was captured by the Spanis^ds two 
days before under the guns of Tmigter. 
The 24th, several broiMsides were ex- 
changed between four of the enemy's 
ships, passing to Algeziras, and oar 
shipping and batteries at the soutfH 
ward. Some few shot came adioi^ 
but no particular damage was re- 
ceived. The Enterprise had 18 nil- 
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cm burnt by the explosion of some 
powder. 

Baxly on the 27th, four Spanish gun* 
boats, with a xebeque and two galleys, 
approached under cover of the ni^ht 
and fired upon the Panther. A brisk 
discharge was however returned, and 
they soon retired. One shot struck the 
south pavilion, and three were fired 
through the Panther. This mode of an- 
noyance the enemy afterwards greatly 
improved upon. These boats were 
strongly buut, but ill finished: they 
had a small mast inclining forward 
from the centre of the boat, almost 
over the bow, upon which was hoisted 
a latine yard and sail, which, at an- 
chor, served as an awning to the men 
on board. They rowed astonishingly 
swif^ and each carried a 26-pounder in 
the bow. We never had a good oppor- 
tunity of making «ay satis&ctory ob- 
servations on them, but judged from 
their appearance that they were about 
70 fiaet long and 20 broad. 

In the beginning of July, the Pan- 
ther man-of-war receiving upwards of 
100 English prisoners from the enemy. 
Captain Harvey sailed for England. 
Some alterations and additions took 
place the same day in the garrison de- 
tail* The 4tfa, the Fortune brought 
over more British prisoners. We 
had received some supplies in the 
course of a few days by two Moorish 
boatB» and they were followed on the 
11th of July by one from Tangier, 
which informed us of a fleet having 
been seen off that coast, and that two 
boats had been taken coming into the 
bay. The fleet here mentioned was 
the combined fleet of France and Spain, 
which soon after cultured our out- 
ward-bound East and West India fleets, 
and carried the greater part of them 
into Cadiz : one of the heaviest blows 
which British commerce had ever 
sustained. 

The recent attempt of the enemy to 
b«Am the shipping and store-houses at 
the southward, added to the intelli- 
gence which ^leffovemor had received 
of the enemy's fleet bein|; off Cadiz, 
caused him to direct particular atten- 
tkn towards that quarter of the garrison. 
Batteries for heavy metal were made 



on the rock above Parson's Lodge, at 
Rosia; and directions were given for 
the New Mole to be cleared of shipping* 
that the ordnance might have more 
liberty to play. Other alterations also 
took place in that neighbourhoods 
Early on the morning of the 17tb, five 
gun-boats and four ^Ileys fired upon 
the Enterprise and sm^ping in the New 
Mole. One of the frigate's forecastle 
guns was dismounted, and her fore-stay 
cut : some shots came also on shore. 

During the remainder of the month, 
our firing, which had been continued 
at intervals, was brisker on their par- 
ties, who were principally employed in 
forming considerable depots of fiiscines, 
casks, and timber, in the lines, and in 
collecting brush-wood from the conn** 
try : they were likewise very busy in 
disembarking stores which had lately 
arrived. Several empty transport-ves^ 
sels, in the course of this months left 
the garrison for England. A man of 
the 58th regiment deserted to the 
enemy: one also came in from the 
lines. 

In Auffust few incidents occurred on 
either side. Our provisions began to 
be bad, and extremely offensive. The 
few supplies we now received, werd 
rather luxuries than substantials : wine» 
sugar, oil, honey, onions, and articles of 
the like kind, composed chiefly the 
cargoes of those cn^ which arrived* 
Sugar was risen to 2«. 6d. per pound, 
and everything else sold in proportion. 

About 10 in the forenoon of the drd, 
a settee, coming in fk-om the west, was 
chased by the enemy, and taken into 
Algeziras. We imagined it was the 
Fox packet, which we then anxiously 
expected with an English mail; and 
our conjectures afterwards were con* 
firmed. The 10th, we observed the 
enem^ laying a bridge of boats across 
the river Palmones. Two days fol- 
lowing, a brig was boarded almost 
under our guns, and conducted to Al- 
geziras. It was thought to be the same 
of which we had intelligence some 
time before, and which was laden with 
a variety of articles much wanted : her 
oaptnre was therefore greatiy lamented* 
The night of the IStii, six sulors do^ 
serted in a boat firam the New mols. 
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Tbe sacoeeding 4fty> the Ftirtose sloop 
receiYed from the enemy 64 prisoners. 
Ensign Brudshaw, of the 5Cth regi- 
menty and several who were passengers 
in the brig taken on the 12tli, were of 
the number. At ni^ht, five more 
sailors who were rowing guard, went 
over to the enemy. In me night of 
the 25th, a Minorquin boat came in 
with wine» tea, and sugar, in eieht 
days. The 27th and 29th, a solmer 
and four sailors deserted to the enemy. 
It was imagined the sailors forced 
with them ue midshipman who com- 
manded the boat Colonel Mawhood, 
of the 72nd regiment, died on the 29th. 

A small boat arriyed from Barbary 
on the 30th, with information that the 
Moors permitted the Spaniards to cap- 
tare every English vessel which took 
refbge under the protection of their 
guns; that the Spaniards would not 
allow any boats to leave the bay of 
Tangier, and only waited for orders 
from Admiral Barcelo to bum and 
destroy what remained. This intel- 
ligence very sensibly affected us. To 
be cut off from what we had always 
considered our domestic market, was a 
stroke we little expected. We waited, 
however, more authentic proofs of this 
extraordinary conduct, before we could 
implicitly believe the defection of those 
whom during the present contest we 
had consider^ as our firm friends. 

September was as barren with respect 
to material incidents as the preceding 
months. The enemy finished their 
ponton bridge over the river Palmoues 
on the 2nd. About a week afterwards, 
two soldiers of the 56th deserted. On 
the 23rd, a flag of truce brought over 
the midshipman carried off by the 
sailors who deserted the latter end of 
Au^t The 29th, a deserter came 
in, m the habit of a peasant : he spoke 
several languages fluently, and said he 
had beea a Serjeant in their service. 
Some suspicions arising, he was charged 
to remain with part of the 58th regi- 
ment at Windmill-hill. The follow- 
ing day we remarked, that the enemy's 
guards in the lines, at the hour of 
relieving, amounted to about 300 in- 
fantry, and 70 artillery, besides ca- 
valry. 



The situation of the garriaoe by Ail 
time was again become venr interM*' 
ing. The blockade was, if possMs^ 
fiiore strict and viplant dum beftr& 
Chains of small cnusers were statkotd 
across the Straits, at the enfrmaice 4t 
the bay, and on every side of the roofe^ 
and the late disagreeable intell^ctifte 
ttom Tangier seemed now oonimed, 
by our never having heard fram (bfet 
quarter during the month. The Htlle 
assistance we therefore reorived, cteie 
fVom Minorca; but the supplies fram 
that place were so trifling, toA sdd it 
such enormous prices, tliat f^w were 
able to purchase them. We had not 
been &voured with a cargo of cattle ibr 
a long period, and the scarry began to 
gain considerable ascendancy over the 
efforts of our surgeons. Our distresses, 
in short, promiMd to be more aeale 
and fttal than &06e we had alroidy 
experienced. 

The enemy's <merations on the hoA 
side had beien for many n wath s sb 
unim^rtant, as scarcely to merit our 
attention. However, on the inoBiiug 
of tbe 1st of October, we observed Aey 
had raised an epaulment, aboirt 600 
or 700 yards advanced from ibeit lines. 
The preceding night, our ont-goards 
had oeen alarmed with an tmnsoal 
noise on the neutral ground, like ^tmt 
of men at work: several large ftres 
also appeared, and some attem^ were 
made to bum our advanced banners 
with devils, and other oombiistibles, 
which were soon thrown off without 
taking effect ; and notice was given to 
the Lmes, Landport, and other guards. 
This alarm, however, was not general 
in the garrison. As the morning ad- 
vance, the noise ceased ; and we dis- 
covered that the^r had set fire to the 
fishermen's huts in the gardens: but 
when the day permitted us to examine 
farther, we observed the aboye-mea- 
tioned work. 

The epaulment was aboat 30 yards 
in extent, of a simple oonstmcticn, 
composed of chandeliers, fiischies, and 
a few sand-bags ; and was erected near 
the windmill or tower on the neu- 
tral ground, distant aboat 1100 yards 
from our grand battery. Tlie enemy's 
guns were elevated, and batteries r 
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wluch, with other preparations 
w the lines, seemed to argue that they 
eatpected we should fire, and were de- 
termined to oppose it These appear- 
9MMie9t probably, induced the governor 
XM>t to take any particular notice of 
VBmr wwk in the day: but at night, 
Oivlen werff sent to throw a few li^ht 
boUfi, to discover if they were makuig 
any addition. The inliabitants imme- 
^dately took the alarm, upon being told 
tii4l the enemy had thrown up an ad- 
waiBOed work, and that their batteries 
^were manned ; and at night very few 
remained at the north end of the town. 

It now seemed evident the enemy 
had determined on a more serious 
attack, in case the second blockade 
was unsuccessful : but we were at a loss 
to imagine what motives could influ- 
ence them to act so opposite to the 
established mode of approaching a be- 
sieged garrison, by erecting a work so 
distant, and which had no connexion 
with their established lines. 

The enem^^s batteries continued to 
be manned till tiie 2nd; and in the 
afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez, 
accompanied bv an officer, supposed to 
be the Count d'Estaing, who was ex- 
pected in the Spaiush camp when the 
last deserter came in, visit^ the lines. 
They remained three-quarters of an 
hoar at Fort St Barbara, viewing the 
rock with glasses. On their return 
thinr were minted from Point Mala; 
and as they passed the front line of 
the camp, the regiments turned out 
without arms. Oda the night of the 
3rd, a smart engagement was heard off 
Cabrita Point, supposed to be between 
some vessel attempting to come in, and 
the caiemy's cruisers; and the next 
morning a sloop with English colours 
reversed was onerved at Algeziras. 

Early on the 4th, our advanced 
guards discovered the enemy endea- 
vouring, a second time, to fix fire-&g- 
gots on our barriers. A smart dis- 
charge of musketry was immediately 
dire^ed from these posts, and from the 
Queen's lines ; on which they retired. 
At daybreak we observed they had 
carried away vast quantities of vege- 
tables from the giutlens, and trampled 
others under foot : but litUe, if any, ad- 



dition was made to the epaulment A 
parley came in on the 5th ; and soon' 
after, the Fortune sloop received up- 
wards of 40 British prisoners, many of 
whom had been taken ^ing from the 
garrison. In the evening of the 6tfa, 
ue Spanish general came to the lines, 
at the head of the relieving guards. 
Soon after he arrived, the guns were 
again elevated, and every preparation 
made, as if they had resolved to open 
on the garrison. The 8th, the town- 
major. Captain Burke, went out with 
a parley, mtending to proceed to the 
tower, the place appointed by custom 
for the officers to give and receive 
communications. Wnen he got abreast 
of the new work, the sentries by mo- 
tions informed him he must not ad- 
vance. He pointed to the tower ; but 
they continued inflexible : on his turn- 
ing round however to return, one of 
them came up with his arms, and pro- 
ceeded with him to the tower, whilst 
another ran to acquunt tiie officer in 
the lines. The messenger after some 
time came back, and both remained, ap- 
parentiy as a guard over Major Burke, 
till the officer arrived ; when, deliver- 
ihg his packet, the major returned to 
the garrison. 

The enemy did not appear very 
anxious to complete the epaulment; 
their parties were employed in raising 
and finishing the merlons of the bat- 
teries in the lines, raising the merlons 
of Fort St Philip with fascines, and 
erecting a new battery near the guard- 
house on the beach. The 1 1 th, a small 
settee arrived from Minorca: the 
patron informing us that two others 
were standing ror the rock, the navy 
manned their boats to assist them, in 
case the enemy opposed their entrance ; 
but on ^tting round Europa Point, no 
such vessels appeared. A Dutch con- 
voy was however passing: the boats 
therefore boldly advanced, and boarded 
a dogger which had go^ during the 
fog, pretty near the rock. She was a 
Dane from Malaga, laden with lemons 
and oranges, which the governor im- 
mediately purchased, and distributed 
to the garrison. 

Few articles ever arrived more sea- 
sonably than this cargo of fruit Tlie 
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seunry had made dreadful ravages in 
our hospitals, and more were daily con- 
fined: many, however, unwilling to 
yield to the first attacks, perseverml in 
their duty to its more advanced stages. 
It was thisrefore not uncommon, at this 
period, to see men, who some months 
before were hale, and equal to any 
Iktigoe, supporting themsdves to their 
posts upon crutches, and even with 
that assistance scarcely able to move 
along. The most fittal consequences, 
in short, to the garrison, were to be ap- 
prehended from this terrible disorder, 
when this Dane was happily directed 
to our reliefl The lemons were im- 
mediately administered to the sick, who 
devoured them with the greatest avi- 
dity. The salutary effects were al- 
most instantaneous : in a few days, 
men who had been considered as irre- 
coverable, left their beds to congratu- 
late their comrades on the prospect of 
once more becoming useful to their 
country. 

Mr. Caimcross of the 73rd regiment, 
a surgeon of great eminence, who was 
present at this time and the remaining 
part of the siege, has fiivoured me with 
the following information relative to 
the scurvy, «nd the mode of using this 
vegetable acid ; which, with his per- 
mission, I insert for the benefit of those 
who may hereafter be under similar 
circumstances : — 

"The scurvy which attacked the 
garrison of Gibraltar, difiered in no 
respect from that disease usually con- 
tracted by sailers m long voyages ; and 
of which the immediate cause seemed 
to be the subsisting for a length of time 
upon salted provisions only, without a 
sufficient quantity of vegetables, or 
other acescent foods. The circum- 
stance related in the voyage of that 
celebrated circmnnavigator, the late 
Lord Anson, of consolidated fractures 
disuniting, and the callosity of the bone 
being perfectiy dissolved, occurred fre- 
quentiy in our hospitals : and old sores 
and wounds opened anew from the na- 
ture of the disorder. 

"Various antiscorbutics were used 
without success, such as acid of vitriol, 
sour crout, extract of malt, essence of 
spruce, &c., but the only specific was 



fresh lemons and oranges, given libe- 
rally ; or when thev could not be pro- 
cured, the preserved juice in such quan- 
tities, from one to four ounces per diem, 
as the patient could bear. Whilst the 
lemons were sound, from one to three 
were administered each day as circum- 
stances directed. The juice givoi to 
those in the most malignant state, was 
sometimes diluted with sugar, wine, or 
spirits ; but the convalescents took it 
without dilution. Women and chil- 
dren were equally affected; nor were 
the officers exempted from this alarm- 
ing distemper. It became almost gene- 
ral at the commencement of the winter 
season, owing to the cold and mois- 
ture ; and in the beginning of S|Hring, 
when vegetables were scarce. 

** The juice was preserved by adding 
to 60 gallons of expressed liquor about 
five or ten gallons of brandy, which 
kept it in so wholesome a state, that se- 
veral casks were opened in good condi- 
tion at the close of the siege. The old 
juice was not however so speedily effi- 
cacious as the fruit, though by perse- 
vering longer in its use, it seldom 
failed." 

The same day that the dogger was 
brought in, a parley came from Don 
Alvarez, to inrorm the governor tEal 
all intercourse or correspondence be- 
twixt tiiem, in future, was to be con- 
ducted by fiag^ of truce in the bav ; 
which regulation continued till we 
peace was notified in 1783. The 14thy 
two gun-boats, from the Orange-gsove, 
ranged along the front of the garrison, 
and drove in our fishing-boats ; and on 
the 16th they again ranged off the 
Mackerel bank, and forced our fisher- 
men to retire. We did not much ap- 
prove of this conduct, as Ae boats, by 
this means, were prevented from bring- 
ing any fish to our market. The 
enemy continued, however, tiiis practice 
at intervals for some time. 

The 21st, the gun-boats fired upon 
the Enterprise and town. Captain 
Lesley, not choosing to remain tiie 
object of their fire, withdrew the firi- 
gate into the New mole; where tiie 
navy, under the direction of the en- 
gineers, had begun to lay a boom of 
mastff fh>m tiie New mole head to tibe 
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watering-tank. This boom, though it 
was considered a difficult operation on 
account of the swell of the sea, was 
soon completed. 

It was not till the night of the 21st, 
that the enemy threw sand in the front 
of their epanlment, to cover it against 
our fire-balls and carcasses ; and on the 
26th they lengthened it to the west 
about 30 yards, and strengthened it in 
front with sand. The night of the 
28tfa they erected two large traverses in 
the rear for magazines. It now pre- 
sented a very compact appearance; 
whence we concluded that it was in- 
tended for a mortar battery. 

Though it was generally imagined 
in England that the garrison had been 
amply provided with every article and 
necessary of life, when Sir Greorge 
Rodney arrived with the transports and 
relief tcom England, our wants, in 
reality, were far from being supplied. 
In the articles of ammunition and salt 
provisions, the garrison had probably 
as much as they re(^uired ; but of fresh 
providons, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., we 
be^an to find a great scarcity ; and the 
price of what remained was conse- 
quently much enhanced. The assist- 
ance we received formerly from Bar- 
baiy had now been suspended for se- 
veral months; the enemy seemed de- 
termined to prevent our deriving sup- 
port from the element that almost sur- 
rovmded us; and their cruisers were 
too numerous and vigihmt to allow us 
to expect anything from the west. 
Thus situated, the garrison turned 
their eyes on the island of Minorca, 
whence we had already received some 
very acceptable supplies, and whose 
situation, from the great scope of sea 
room, afforded a flattering probability 
of the boats being ofrener able to es- 
cape the enemy's cruisers. The pro- 
ductions of that island are various ; 
and those articles which it did not 
afford, could be purchased from the 
prises that were daily carried thither 
by the privateers. Several garrison 
boats were therefinre sent to Minorca, 
some of which returned, in the course 
of October, laden with the wine of that 
island, sugar (an article becmne ex- 
ceedingly scarce), and cheese ; with 



sometimes a few live-stock. These 
articles were all sold by auction, ao- 
cording to a regulation establidied by 
the governor ; and, though they seldom . 
were purchased by the lower ranks, 
yet afforded upon the whole a partial 
relief to the garrison. 

The dOth, we observed that tho 
enemy had posted an officer's guud an 
the Mill battery, which was the name 
we gave to the new work. Montague's 
bastion was therefore opened on it m 
the evening, and, by forming a cnM»- 
fire with the batteries on the heightSr 
considerably annoyed them, and much 
retarded their operations. The same 
night two soldiers of the 56fh and 72iid 
deserted from Upper AlFs-well, in the 
lines: they were sentries at the same 
post, and got down by means <Mf a rope ; 
but previous to their descent, had the 
precaution to wet the priming of their 
firelocks. We also lost another man by 
desertion in the course of the month. 

The governor, in the beginning of 
November, made an arrangement of 
the troops, that in case the en^my bom* 
barded the garrison, each regiment 
mi^ht know the quarters and stations 
which they were to take up. The 1st 
of the month was rather unpropitions 
to us : an English snow was taken to 
the east of the rock : at nig^t a soldier 
of the 56th regiment deserted during a 
heavy shower of rain ; and the follow- 
ing evening two odiers, of the 12th and 
56th, attempted to get off by swimming 
round the Old m<3e head ; but a few 
days afterwards the body of the fi>nner 
was washed ashore near the King^i 
bastion; we therefore condnded his 
comrade had shared the same fiile. In 
the evening of the 7th a smart cannoiH 
ade was heard in the Straits : after it 
had continued for some time a sodden 
flash appeared, and a report was heard, 
like the bk>wing-up of powder. The 
next morning we observed that the 
enemy had captured an English vessel, 
and were at that time towing in a gun- 
boat, which accounted fbr the uing 
and explosion. 

Our fire, about the 7th and 8th, be» 
came more animated; yet the enemy 
almost every night made some interior 
additioDB. We bid observed for leveiil 
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moniiiigi de^ rate in the 
ingfrom the principal barrier 
to the Mill battery ; which led ns to 
inagine that they brooght at night 
heavy timber and other materials from 
their depote in the linea. The artil- 
lery were therefore ordered to direct a 
rieocheUing fire of small shells alons 
this track. In the erening of the 10th 
a large party, followed by a nnmber of 
carte and males, laden with different 
materials, adyanced along the beach 
ftom the sally-port of the ditch of Fort 
St Philip to the Mill batterjr- They 
were perceived by the artillerr at 
Willis's before thev had proceeded naif- 
way; and a brisk fire was directed 
towards their route, which threw the 
males into confiudoi^ and obliged some 
to retam, a^r having left ueir bur- 
thens on the beach. The batteries beins 
reinforced, the firing was continued 
with great vivacity the whole night. 
The subsequent evening our artillery 
were prepared, and immediately on the 
party s i^pearing, saluted them with a 
warm discharge of shot and shells, 
which seemed to have greater effect 
than the fire of the preceding evening. 
This circumstance convincedus of the 
eSkct of the ricochetting fire from the 
lower batteries, along uie track from 
the barrier : but the enemy were not so 
soon driven from the new track as from 
the former; and continued, notwith- 
standing our fire (which must have 
killed aod wounded many of them), to 
bring materials in this exposed manner 
till a line of communication was finished 
from the lines. 

An English armed polacre, called 
the Young Sabine, arrived on the 12tb, 
after a ^irited engagement in the bay 
with several armed vessels and three 
gun-boate. The enemy attempted to 
board her, but were as often repulsed 
by musketry : at length she beat them 
of^ and andbored under our guns. Her 
cargo was cheese, hams, and potatoes ; 
the latter of which sold at forty-three 
dollars per cwt, which, according to 
forty-two pence per dollar (the ex- 
change at that time), are equal to 
7/. 10«. 6d. steriing. Other articles sold 
in proportion. In the afternoon a 
Minorquin settee arrived with the usual 



carso ; a Spanish gun-boat boarded her 
on her passage ; but the patron show- 
ing papers from Majorca to the ciutt]^ 
the Spaniard took no further iirac^ 
than keeping her company as a comWyr^ 
The Minorquin afterwards seized, i 
convenient (^portunity, and slippglln. 
In the course of uie 14th a fidoor- 
quin tartan, bound for the garrisiHi,*yas 
taken by the enemy ; the crew how^ror 

auitted her, and got ashore. Tlie enaiiy 
iie same , day mounted twelve guns ea 
boHfet, in the battery near the guard- 
house, in the vicinity of Fort St Phil^ 
which we had supposed was intended 
for mortars ; and about a week after- 
wards they erected merl<ms to this 
work, admitting the embrasures to open 
upon the garrison. This was called by 
the garrison the Black betterj; and 
though the most distant woric erected 
against Gibraltar, was found in the 
subsequent bombardment and s^ge to 
be one of the most annoying to the gar- 
rison, as its line of fire enfiladed ti» 
Town Line wall and main street^ whidi 
were during the dege the prindpai 
communications with the nortfaem pert 
of the fortress. 

Two nights following, the gnn-boats, 
which were now increased in iramber, 
fired upon the town and shipping. 
Three, that directed their fire on the 
former, were stationed off the Old mole 
head, and threw several shote into the 
town. Several men were woonded in 
the Enterprise frigate. 

The night of the 17th the enemy 
threw up two places d'armes for mus- 
ketry on the flanks of the Wll bat- 
tery; the parapete formed semicircles 
joining the battery, but afterwards ex- 
tended in an oblique direction towards 
the lines. These additions appeared 
very slip;ht, being only a row <» casks 
or gabions, strengthened with half- 
chandeliers, and sand in fh>nt joovered 
on the top with sand-bags. The 18th 
we were visited again by &e gnn-boals ; 
in returning their cannonade one of ihs 
thirty-two pounders on the Kii^s bsfi> 
tion burst, killed an artilleryman on 
the spot, and wounded three offers. 
The man who fired the gun escaped, 
but was a little scorched wi& the 
powder. 
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A great number of mules were 
employed on the 22nd, bringing for- 
^«rm casks, chandeliers, and other ma- 
terials> from the camp. The night of 
the 23rd the enemy began an approach 
from the lines to the Mill battery: it 
consisted of fascines, with sand banked 
up m front, and commenced near the 
irest angle of the western fourteen-gun 
battery, extending about 120 feet to- 
wards the advanced guard-house in 
finont of Fort St Philip ; the following 
night, notwithstanding our fire, they 
]eDp;thened it about 100 feet, with chan- 
deliers placed in a trench and filled 
with rasdnes. The enemy endea- 
voured to draw our attention from this 
quarter by another salute from the 
l^im-boats, but in yain. As it was not 
unprobable that the gun-boats were 
direct^ in their firing by the lights 
in the houses along the line-wall, 
and those looking towards the bay ; 
(vders were issued **that no lights 
in fixture should appear in any house, 
barrack, or guard-house, towards the 
bay, after seTen o'clock in the ev<»- 
mg. 

We had hitherto derived occasional 
assistance from the gardens on the neu- 
tral ground, though vast quantities of 
vegetables had been removed from 
thenoe by the enemy. On the 25th, 
however, they determined to expel our 
people altogether from the gardens; 
which in the course of a few days they 
aooomplished, notwithstanding the 
marksmen under Lieutenant Burleigh 
were stationed at Willis's, and in the 
lines, in order to prevent them. 

From this penod, our resources in 
respect to vegetables depended entirely 
upon our own attention to cultivation ; 
which, happily for the garrison, was 
crowned with tolerable success, espe- 
cially during the winter months, at 
which time the produce was increased 
to be almost equal to the consumption. 
The supplies from the gardens had in- 
deed begun to &il for some time be- 
fore, and we soon had littie reason to 
regret their loss. We had, besides, 
the additional satisfaction of reflecting 
that the enemy were now cut off from 
a channel through which it was not 
improbable they had been informed of 



every occurrence which happened in 
the garrison. 

The 26th, a Frenchman, one of the 
crew of the Young Sabine, deserted in 
a boat to tiie enemy. The nieht of the 
27th, the Danish dogger, which brought 
us the car^ of lemons, sailed, and the 
next morning we observed her at an- 
chor off Algeziras. By the 29th, the 
enemy had finished the second branch 
of the line of approach, and begun the 
return for the third towards the wesl^ 
em beach. Our fire, as they advanced, 
became more spirited than ever, and 
must have been severely felt by the 
enemy in this exposed duty. The SOth 
was only distinguished by the arrival 
of a polacre frt)m Algiers with soap, 
oil, wine, and candles — a very valuable 
cargo. 

December was introduced with bad 
weather. The Ist, arrived the Angli- 
cana privateer from Smyrna, and, two 
nights after, she continued her voyage 
towards England. Lieutenant Gage, 
of the Enterprise, went home passenger 
with dispatches. The 2nd was parti- 
cularly stormy, with thunder and 
lightning, whidi happily did not con- 
tinue long, or the works of the garriscm 
might have materially suffered. The 
rain poured down with such violence 
from the heights, forcing with It vart 
quantities of rubbish, stones, and loose 
earth, that the streets leading from the 
hill were instantly choked up, and 
considerable damage was done to the 
buildings. The enemy, notwithstand- 
ing the storm, completed their third 
branch, and raised uie return towards 
the east. Though the storm did not 
retard their finishing what they had 
begun in the evening, yet the chande- 
liers were very much sunk in many 
places, which employed thdr parties 
five or six of the following evenings to 
repair. They also made some alter- 
ations in the direction of the second 
branch, and repaired the batteries in the 
lines. A brig arrived from Leghorn 
on the lOth, also three settees from 
Minorca. 

From the 10th, the enemy added 
every night so considerably to the 
fourth branch of the approach, that on 
the 14th at night they joined the ex« 
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tremity of the eastern phce d'armes ; 
and two nights following, began a fifth 
branch, wmch on the 19th was ex- 
tended to the east flank of the Mill 
battery. Their operations had not 
been wholly confined to completing 
this line of communication ; a mortar 
battery for the sea was erected to the 
nor^ of Fort St. Barbara, and lar^ 
and small traverses were raised withm 
both forts to protect their men from oar 
upper batteries. 

About noon on the 17th, a cannon- 
ade was heard towards the west A 
cloud of smoke was observed near 
Tangier, and we afterwards learned 
that the Moors were firing a salute on 
account of the arrival of their emperor. 
Three hundred and ninety rounds were 
numbered, and it was repeated the next 
day. The reader will probably recol- 
lect that the garrison of Tangier is to 
us an object of some cariosity, as hav- 
ing formerly been in the possession of 
the English. It was ceded by the Por- 
tuguese (who had been masters of it 
for some time) to King Charles II. as 
part of the dowry of £e Princess Ca- 
tharine of Portugal, and remained un- 
der the English dominion till 1684, 
when, the nation refusing to pay the 
heavy expense attending its mainte- 
nance agaipst the repeated attacks of the 
Moors, the fortifications were blown 
up and the garrison ordered to aban- 
don the town. The Moors, after the 
place was deserted, returned, and 
It has ever since continued in their 
possession. When the Bkiglish were 
masters of Tangier, the works on the 
land side were considered as almost 
impregnable ; and, for the acconmioda- 
tion of shipping, a mole of consider- 
able extent was advanced into the sea. 

The presait town is built at the bot- 
tom of a bay, on the side of a hill over- 
looking the sea. The Moors have, in 
some measure, repaired the moles, and 
endeavoured to restore the city to its 
former importance; but their efforts go 
slowly on towards accomplishing that 
work. Tangier was the residence of a 
British consul, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuan, in times of peace, supplies 
Gibraltar, Cadiz, lisbon, and other 
ports on Uie coasts of Spain and Portu- 



gal with fowls, beef, mutton, and fhiit 
It was about this time the scene of 
some interesting transacti<»8 whidi 
will sh(M*tly be related. 

The enemy, on the 20th, began to 
erect small traverses in the rear of 
their approach. On the 21st, the 
Speedwell cutter, lieutenant Gibson, 
arrived with government dispatches, 
after a warm engagement with the 
enemy off Ceuta, in which the Spa- 
niards attempted to board the cutter, 
but were repulsed. Lieutenant Gib- 
son was dangerously wounded in the 
acUon, which was the only casualty on 
board. The 23rd, arrived a privateer 
brig, called the Hannah, Captain Ven- 
ture, last from Lisbon. She brought 
some excellent supplies; and the da^ 
following, two other yessels from Li- 
verpool got in with variety of provi- 
sions. The car^s of these ships 
were sold by auction for 300 per cent 
profit 

It was about this period, some let- 
ters of a curious tenor were discovered 
iiv the possession of the deserter who 
came in on the 29th of September, in 
the dress of a peasant, and said he was 
a Serjeant. Th^ were directed to 
Colonel Nugent, of the HibeniiaQ 
corps, in the Spanish service ; and the 
purport of them was — " that Europa 
was the most eligible place to attack 
the garrison; a<^owledging havinc 
received several sums of money» and 
concluding with expressing; his £ean 
lest he should be discovered ; therefoie 
desired the colonel would concert some 
measures for his escape." The mao 
was immediatelv ordered into dose 
confinement, and renudned a prisoner 
for some time, till, an opportunily ofiei^ 
ing, he was sent away from the garri- 
son. We were afterwards informed 
by other deserters that he was sent in 
as a spy, and liberally rewarded fiv 
this hazardous service. 

The enemy, having C4?rapleted thdr 
approach to the Mill battery, irere 
employed in dressing the oommunita^ 
tion and raising fascine traverses is 
the rear fot their greater prolectiaOf 
The 26th and following nifiht^ their 
carpenters braced with head-nuls the 
chandeliers, which, owing to the laie 
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raiiiSa had giyen -way in several places. 
* They were so verv noisy in this duty 
as to induce a brisk fire from our bat- 
teries. The 30th, a settee, going from 
Algeziras to the eastward, was beamed 
on Eur(^)a, and was boarded and 
brooeht in by our boats. Many jpri- 
Tate letters were found on board, which 
mentioned the considerable loss the 
enemy had sustained from our fire. 
There were also a quantity of clothes, 
and some money. The next day a 
settee got in from Minorca. 

Our carpenters, in the beginmn^ of 
January, were very busy in erectmg 
stages and temporary cranes in Camp 
and Rosia bays, ancl upon the Line 
wall, above the Navy yard ; which led 
US to imagine that the governor had 
received inteUigenoe by the Speedwell, 
fhat a convoy might soon be expected. 
The reason mr erecting these machines 
so fiu* to the south, and at such a dis- 
tance from the garrison store-honses, 
was the ai^[»rehension of being annoyed 
hi disembarking the provisions at itaff- 
ged Stafi^, &c., from the enemy's ad- 
'vanced battery, which was now finished, 
and reported to mount eight Id-inch 
mortars. These precautions will ap- 
pear to be very prudent and essential, 
when the reader, on a ilurtfaer perusal, 
is informed of the range and efiect of 
the enemy's fire. &me alterations 
were also made in the works at the 
New mole. 

The nth, a Spanish flag of truce, 
with two Moorish galleys, came over 
from the Orange-grore, having on 
board Consul Logie, his lady, and all 
the British subjects who had been resi- 
dent in Barbary. We had long com- 
plained of a neglect in that quarter, 
but were now convinced, to our sorrow, 
that such accusations were premature 
and ungenerous. The mercenary and 
avaricious disposition of the emperor 
had been bribed by the Spanish minis- 
try with a present of 100,000 cobs 
(about 75002. sterling), and a promise 
of the same sum annually, with the re- 
demption of 100 African prisoners, on 
condition that he should deliver up, for 
a certain period, the jwrts of Tangier 
and Tetuan, and bamsh from his do- 
miniona the consul and subjects of 



Great Britau. Besides the presoit of 
money, and the redemption of 100 pri- 
soners, the emperor had permission to 
import from Spain grain, which was 
so remarkably scarce in Barbair, that 
a fiunine was apprehended. Without 
this drcumstance to urge as a palliative 
fi>r entering into a treaty with this 
avowed and natural enemy, the emperor 
would, probably, have found it a diffi- 
cult task to persuade his subjects to de- 
sert their old allies. 

As this defection of the Moorish mo- 
narch was of much importance to the 
garrison, and was in itself an object 
not undeserving political remark, I 
shall subjoin a short relation of some 
transactions prerious to this event ; with 
an account of the injurious treatment 
which Mr. Logie and the British sub- 
jects experienced before they quitted 
that country. 

I had formerly occasion to mention, 
that in the early part of 1779, overtures 
were made by the Spaniards to the 
Moors, to farm the ports of Tangier, 
Tetuan, and Larache. Of this General 
Eliott received immediate information, 
by a confidential message from the em<- 
peror of Morocco. It did not appear 
that the emperor, in this instance, was 
actuated by any other impulse than 
friendship. But nnce, by refiiang to 
accede to their offers, he might su^ect 
his coasts to be insulted, it would of 
consequence be prudent to arm his 
cruisers, in order to enable him to act 
on the defensive : he therefore re- 
quested that tiie English would supply 
him with naval stores for three new 
vessels which he had lately built, the 
value of which, on calculation, did not 
amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such apparent disinterestedness, and 
so modest a demand, had a proper ^- 
fect with the governor, who, con- 
sidering the emperor's alliance of the 
first consequence to the welfiu« of 
the garrison, recommended to go- 
vernment to double the quantity of 
stores, that the^r might secure his 
friendship. Ministers at home, how- 
ever, did not consider his alliance in 
the same li^ht with the governor and 
consul, as Sir Geor^ R<dney arrived 
the January fi^Uowmg without stores, 
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or as nradi- as an answer : aad the 
Spaniards ^hayin^ then declared war) 
inereaang in their proposals, the em- 
neror, after repeated applieatiaos to Mr. 
Logie, to know when ne might expect 
the supplies he had given him to un- 
derstand were coming from England, 
at length, by degrees, permitted the 
Spaniards to capture all British vessels 
under the protection of his guns. The 
consul remonstrated against such pro- 
ceedings, but in vain : the answer ge- 
nerally received was, that the Spaniards 
had the emperor's leave ; and if they 
chose to take him from his own house, 
the emperor would not oppose them. 

These indignities Mr. Logic was ne- 
cessitated to overlodc. He found the 
Spanish influence daily gaining ground : 
he had therefore no alternative, but 
tacitly to submit to the evils of his situ- 
ation. He contrived, nevertheless, to ac- 
quaint Greneral Eliott with this change 
in their afbirs. 

Thouffh there appeared little pro- 
spect of doing flirther service to the sar- 
nson of Gibraltar by remaining in fiar- 
bary, Mr. Logie still continu^ to re- 
side at Tangier. The natives were 
partial to the English, and personally 
attached to him; and these circum- 
stances he imagined might probably be 
improved to some advantage. 

Thus matters proceeded till the be- 
ginning of October, 1780, when a 
party of the emperor's black troops, 
which were quartered in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. 
Logic's house, and, being introduced, 
informed him they had orders from 
their master to abuse and insult him in 
the erossest manner; which the^ im- 
mediately put in execution, by spitting 
ilk his face, seizing him by the collar, 
and threatening to stab him with their 



[wo days after this transaction, Mr. 
Logie was ordered to attend the em- 
peror near Sallee. The 13th, he began 
his journey, guarded by one of the em- 
peror's chamberlains, and a party of 
norse. They arrived at the camp on 
the 20th ; and the same evening Mr. 
Logie was ordered into the emperor's 
presence. After various cjuestions re- 
latiTc to Gibraltar, to which such aa- 



swen were given as were leaBt laMj 
to please, the emperor addressed luno 
self to hb trooDS, and a great mob tint 
were assembled on the occasion, aayii^ 
'*the English were an avaiicioas^ 
proud, and headstrong pec^le ; they al* 
ways attacked the head: but win 
people came to beg, they ought to <9ilw1 
up by the fbet. He had however de- 
prived them of every benefit Aey iose- 
merly derived from lus countrj- ^ «bo- 
cluding with ordering tiie ooasid t» be 
taken to Sallee. Mr. Logie objeatsd to 
this mandate, informing the emperor 
he was ready to attend his esnnp; bet 
that his sovereign's service did not per^ 
mit his trifling away his tune in viat- 
ing towns. 

The emperor, after thk interfiew, 
seemed to relia in his severity to the 
consul; allowing him to retnn ta 
Tangier, and consoling him vrith the 
promise that the British sobjecslB should 
not be molested by the Spaniards. The 
26th of October, Mr. hopo arrifed at 
Tangier, and found the empeior had 
not deceived him. 

Afbirs remained quiet till the 26th 
of November, when an order ttam ta 
fit up all ^e British boals, at the ea»* 
peror's expense, as he was detemuBed 
to send the English away satisfied. The 
consul however anticipated his intCB- 
tion, by getting them conq^sted him- 
self by the succeeding evening. The 
night of the 28th, the Spaniards, in- 
formed of the emperor^s reflolatioo, seat 
a party on shore to bum the boaulB. 
They were discovered by the gvardc^ 
and confined; but in oonnderatioQ oCa 
sum of mon^, they were the next day 
liberated. Two days following^ tfa!e 
consuls attended to hear the emperoc's 
orders, which were brought by two of 
his secretaries: thev expressed, that 
the emperor had sold .the pcnrt of Tan- 
gier *to the king of Spain ; in oonse* 
quence of which, every Chri8tia% ess- 
cept of that nation, was to quit libi 
town and bay; awarding slavery m 
the punishment of those who rpmaansd 
after the 1st of January, 1781. 

Mr. Logie was no sooner acquainted 
with this order, than he departed te 
the emperor's camp^ then near ^ 
in order to represeDt the :' 
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Dg their property on to short 
a Botiee. He amvea on the 2nd of 
Dceember, hat oould not procnre an 
aiMlWiflp. The 4ih, he had intelli- 
genoe firom Tangier, that a second 
order had compelled the British sub- 
jeolB mglantlyto remove to Marteen. 
Sir. ix)pie made seyeral attempts to 
hsvie this croel order reversed, but in 
vain. He at length procured a friend 
to meiition this delicate point to the 
emptor, who apparentlT relented, e&j- 
ingy the English should have permis- 
sion to remain twenty days to collect 
their effsets ; and so far flattered them, 
as to make them believe they were not 
to be removed till the British fleet ar- 
rived, if it might be expected soon. 
Mr. Logie was however afterwards con- 
viBced, that the emperor at this time 
was infbrmed his orders had been exe- 
csted, as the British subjects, amount- 
ing to 109, arrived at Marteen, a few 
mues from Tetoan, the subsequent 
evening ; having been forced to aban- 
don their vessels, houses, and all their 
property ; and compelled to submit to 
the greatest imposition, for the use of 
eimeis and mules, to remove their bed- 
^ng and wearing-apparel. The value 
of tbB effects left behind, Mr. Logie 
computed to amount to upwards of 
si3c^ thousand pounds. 

The heavy expense attending their 
removal tnm Tangier, with their stay at 
Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, 
Mr. Logie was obliged to disburse ; the 
emperor's order on the 26th of No- 
vember having so much imposed upon 
tiiem, that they had hiid out what 
money they were possessed of; in pur- 
chasing such articles as they jud(^ 
would be osefhl at Gibraltar, imagin- 
ing they were to be conducted imme- 
diately to that garrison. 

Theemperor removed on the 17th of 
December to Tangier; whence he 
Qsnallv sent, once or twice every week, 
some msnlting message to the consul, 
^uurging the English with having 
cdieated his ambasndor, and being in- 
debted to him several thousand cobs 
Ibr nudntaining the garrison of Gib- 
Taltar; with o&ers equally fiJse and 
abusive. 
' Mr* XiOgle, on the Mth of December 



was inlbrmed that the emperor had 
given up all the British subjects as pri- 
soners to the Spaniards, and that the 
succeeding day they were to be re- 
moved to Algeziras. Being assured of 
the truth of this intelligence by one of 
the emperor's servants, he burnt all his 
public papers, to prevent their falling 
mto the enemv's bands. The 28th, ^e 
consul embarked with Mrs. Logie (who 
had attended him through all these 
troubles), and about twent;^ more, on 
board a scho(mer, without being allowed 
time to take in any refreshment for 
their voyage. Others, under similar 
drcumstances, were put on board other 
vessels. They were guarded by two 
Spanish cruisers, and for the first ni^ 
put into Ceuta bay : the next mommg 
they proceeded across the Straits, and 
abcmt noon anchored off the Orange* 
grove, but soon afler were ordered by 
Admiral Barcelo to moor at the en- 
trance of the river Palmones. Here 
the consul was detained till the 11th of 
January following, by which time an 
answer arrived from Madrid concern- 
ing their future destination. 

During this period, no offer was 
made to supply them with provisions 
or necessaries, though the Moors were 
permitted to purchase whatever they 
wanted. Mr. Logie therefore applied 
to the French Cnarg^ d'Affidres at 
AlgeziTas, who venr generously dis- 
patohed such articles as he judged 
would be most acceptable. The 11th, 
th^ were conducted to Gibraltar. 

The removal, or rather expulsion, of 
the British subjects from Barbary, was 
attended with other unfortunate conse- 
(^uenoes besides depriving us of provi- 
sions: our connexion with Portugal 
became afterwards more precarious; 
and the ^vemor was cut off fh>m a 
source of mfonnation, by which he was 
acquainted with the enemy's operations 
both in camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logie 
had always contrived to procure pretty 
certain intelligence of the enemy's mo- 
tions, by those Moors who were in his 
interest; for, the Spaniards allowing 
them to bring various articles to the 
arm^ before Gibraltar, and the fleet at 
Cadiz, and Mr. Logie lending them 
BMnej to carry on this advantageous 
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trade, they frithfolly oommmiicated to 
him whateTer came to their know- 
ledge. The last infonnation Mr. Logie 
hlmBeLf was the bearer of to the go- 
Temor, which was, that the enemy had 
a great number of fire-ships in the 
riyers, ready for immediate use. 

The 16th of January, a brig came 
in from Madeira, in four days, with 70 
butts of wine. The master had left 
London with a cargo to exchange at 
Madeira; but a Yiolent ^e of wind 
had driven him to sea with his cargo 
incomplete, and half his crew ashore. 
The same day, the Moorish vessels 
which brought over Consul hojne re- 
turned to Algeziras. Two days follow- 
ing, the Tartar privateer arrived with 
various articles fhmi Ikigland: she 
brought his majesty's manifesto for com- 
mencing hostilities against the Dutch. 

On the 19th, some experiments were 
made at Algeziras, from two new 
Spanish boats, with mortars on board. 
We had some time before learned that 
they were preparing such vessels, and 
that they mtended soon to try them 
ajgainst the garrison. Their construc- 
tion was upon a plan similar to that of 
the gun-boats : the mortars were fixed 
in a solid b^ of timber, in the centre 
of the boat ; and the only anparent dis- 
tinction was, that they had long prows, 
and braced their yards more athwart 
. the boat when they fired. 

The 21 St, the seijeant comsianding 
one of our out-guards deserted to the 
enemy: he went towards the Devil's 
Tower, and once stopped, as if unde- 
termined to proceed or not. He be- 
. longed to the 56th regiment, and left a 
wife and fkmily behind : he had always 
been esteemed of good character, and 
was much confided in by lus officers. 
Some pecuniary matters were supposed 
to be llie reason of his deserting. This 
was the fourth man which we had lost 
in this way within the course of a 
month. The 28th, a ship arrived from 
Leghorn with various articles. In her 
passage she picked up at sea the long- 
boat of the Brilliant frigate, Captam 
Curtis, which we had been anxiously 
expecting for some time with dis- 
patches from England. On the 25th 
;and 27th, three of Hardenberg's bri- 



gade had deserted; and this day &ziye 
was found near liie signal-hoqae, fay 
which we imagined the last two it 
them had escaped. The 29ih and 
30th, two or three settees arrived, from 
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. 
By them we were informed that the 
Brilliant was got safe into Mahon, hav- 
ing been chased throng the straits 
by the enemy's cruisers in the nig^ 

The enemy's working parties had 
for several weeks been less namenMis : 
their occupation was princjpally con- 
fined to repairing the daTnagPs done 
by the we^er; securing themselves 
against the effects of our firing bv 
splinter-proo& and traverses ; voacd- 
lecdng depots of different materials, in 
various parts of their lines. Their ad- 
vanced patroles frequently a{^rQfiched 
very near our out-posts, but seldom 
waited a second discharge from the 
sentries. On our sid^ the engineers 
were inde&tigable in puttuog cvot- 
thing in the best state of defence. T& 
enemy, it must be confessed, dealt 
openly in warning us, so long before- 
hand, of thcor intentions; and the go- 
vernor was exceedingly active and 
diligent in preparing against whatever 
circumstances might occur. 

The Ist of February we femid, be- 
hind the rock, the bodies of two de- 
serters, who, in attempting to escape 
from the earrison, had beea dashed to 
pieces. One of them was a man o' the 
56th, who was missing the day preced- 
ing ; the other a Serjeant of the 73rd, 
who had deserted some months before. 

The 3rd, we observed the enemjr's 
artillery examining the ordnanoe in 
their lines. The morning of the 8th, 
a deserter from a Catalonian regiment 
came in, and reported that the ene- 
m^ posted every night a chiun o€ sen- 
tries along the skirts of the governor's 
meadow, which were constancy vi- 
sited by patroles of cavalry, to kec» 
them alert ; and that a captain's goaiuL 
besides artillery, mounted in the St. 
Carlos's battery, as they called the ad- 
vanced work. He said the camp was 
well supplied with provisions, &<^ boC 
that the men were sickly, and nunheis 
of them deserted. 

It was about this period that the 
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officers in Gibraltar presented a memo- 
rial, through ihe commanding officers 
<^ the different regiments, to the gover- 
nor, requesting his Excellency, as he 
must be convinced of the truth of the 
contents, to support it irith his approba- 
tion and interest 

The memorial stated, <'That ihe 
officers of his Majesty's several regi- 
ments of ^t, serving under his Excel- 
lency's command, had been necessarily 
exposed io a great variety of inconve- 
niences since tiie commencement of the 
blockade, independent of the additional 
duties which they had been required to 
discharge : that in particular their pay, 
which constituted their chief, if not 
their sole support, had, at different 
times, suffered a great diminution by 
the exorbitant rate of exchange;" 
which they stated to have fluctuated, 
during a certain period, between 40 
and 42 pence per dollar, Gibraltar cur- 
rency : " that every article of clothing, 
and still more, those essential to life 
and health, were so advanced in price, 
that, with the strictest economy, their 
pay was totally inadequate -to the ex- 
penses absolutely indispensable in their 
present situation: a situation which, 
they apprehended,precluded them, in a 
great measure, from participating with 
the officers at home in the extensive 
prcmiotions which had of late taken 
l^aoe in the army. They therefore 
appealed to the paternal feelings, the 
iostioe, and the humanity of his Excel- 
lency; trustinethat through his recom- 
mendation and intercession, such assist- 
ance and protection might be granted 
tiiem, as their situation and services 
deserted : " concluding with a request, 
** that his Excellency would be pleased 
to lay thdr prayer, with all humility 
on tiieir part, at his Majesty's feet." 
This memorial was seconded by an- 
other of a similar import; but no offi- 
cial answer was received to either. 

It must be confessed, that under 
tiiese circumstances, the situation of 
tlie officers was by no means flattering. 
Wliatever obstacles might be in the way 
of their promotion, they could not help 
feeling the peculiar hardship of their 
aitnation: nor was the inactive and te- 
dious service of a blockaded garrison 



at all calculated to divert their minds, 
or to soothe them into an acquiescence 
with their fortune. They reflected, 
with no very agreeable sensations, upon 
the preferment which had been libe- 
rally bestowed upon young officers in 
England; while many subalterns in 
Gibraltar had ten or twelve years, or 
upwards, of strict duty and services to 
plead. Nay, the situation of some of 
them was peculiarly discouraging : for 
their jEnends had repeatedly offered to 
raise companies to secure their rank ; 
but of such consequence was the safety 
of Gibraltar esteemed by the ministry, 
that orders were sent to forbid any 
officers leaving the garrison, unless re- 
placed by others from England. It is 
but justice to them, however, to observe, 
that they in ^neral submitted to the 
evils of tiieir situation without murmur 
or repining ; and that, preferring their 
country's good to every partial consi- 
deration, they never publicly testified 
their discontent, except in the two re- 
spectful memorials which they pre- 
sented to their governor. 

A privateer, on the 9th of February, 
arrived from Mahon : she ran through 
ten cruisers, besides six gun-boats, and 
was chased by a xcbeque, but escaped 
them all. The 17th, she continued her 
course for England. Mr. Logic, who 
carried home dispatches was a pas- 
senger, with several others. The 19th 
and 20th, arrived two polacre ships 
from the eastward. 

Our supplies from the eastward were 
now pretty regular, and the boats and 
vessels in general very successful in 
their voyages. When the reader con- 
siders the variety of difficulties and 
dangers attending this intercourse, he 
cannot but admire the perseverance of 
these foreigners. Their vessels were 
generally of light burthen, and open, 
excepting a small scuttle abaft, which, 
with the other parts of the vessel, was 
usually filled with part of their cargo. 
Their passage was seldom performed 
in less than five days ; and sometimes 
it exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their 
course was all the way along the ene- 
mfB coast: and even when arrived 
within sight of the port, the danger 
was greater than before, from the uum- 
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ber and TigUanoe of the eaem^B cnii- 
ten : the horron of a Spemah gaol 
stared them in the fiioe, with the chance 
of losing probably their all. One cir- 
eomstanoe indeed was in their &Toar ; 
their yesaeU, in the napnat, resembled 
those of the enemy. To the chance of 
deceiving them they were nevertheless 
mwiUinff entirely to trust : it was their 
custom therefore to make the rock, if 
possible, aboat snnset; then strike sail, 
and lie-to, and at night posh for the 
bay. By manasavring in this manner 
they frequently arrived safe; and in 
that case, it mnst be confessed, they 
were amply recompensed. 

The 26th, the regiments in garrison 
began to be review^ : after the review, 
each resiment marched to its alarm* 
post, ana discharged several rounds of 
parapet firing. The 28th, a brig under 
Genoese colours came over from Al^ 
airas : the crew reported, they had m- 
jnred their mast, and put into Alge- 
siras for another, but that the Spa^ 
jiiards had ill-treated them ; they there- 
fore came over to remedy their loss. 
To this story the governor did not give 
implicit credit: a guard of a subaltern 
and twelve men was sent on board; 
and after bein^ for some time detidned, 
her cargo, which was fruit, was sold, 
and the vessel was sent away. 

The want of bread in the beginning 
of March besan again to be severely 
felt : many mmilies had not tasted any 
for several days. The poor soldiers, 
and still more the inhabitants, whose 
finances would not allow them to pur- 
chase articles from the M inorquin ves- 
sels (the cargoes of which, hj the way, 
were chiefly luxuries), were in intoler- 
able distress. Biscuit-crumbs sold for 
lOrf. and 1«. per lb. The allowance of 
the troops was also curtailed, and many 
Portuguese fishermen left the garrison 
for want of this article. Towards the 
conclusion of the month, the invalids 
of the garrison embarked on board the 
Enterprise frigate, and St. Fermin 
armed ship. The 27th the former, with 
the Fortune sloop, sailed for Minorca ; 
and the St. Fermin was to have aooom- 
nanied them, but in getting out of the 
New mole some accident &fel her, by 
which she was detained. In the course 



of the oMBthaeverai small craft arrived 
from Minorca: and we ioat two men by 
desertion. 

The beginmng of Apil iba Spanish 
admiral called in all fais cruisers, and 
some movemente took place m their 
disposition, which seemed to indicate 
the expectation of a superior foroe. 
The 2nd we ofaaerved theii artillei^ 
arranging the mortars in the BfiU bad* 
tery, which confirmed na in lbs coo* 
jecture. The SDCoeedinc day a. British 
cutter, called the Re8o«itifiB» arrived 
with mm, coals, and sngw, in twenty- 
nine days, from Plymoudi. Tfaemasm 
informed us that he left a fleet, which 
was coming to our relief at anchor in 
Torbay. Our joy at this news was 
greater, if possible, than when we were 
told of our former relief. The exigen- 
ces of the garrison ance Admiral Bod- 
ne}r*s departure had been as severe, if not 
more so than before. Since the soldier, 
for himself^ only received weekly 5^ lbs. 
of bread, 13 os. <tf salt bee^ 18 oz. of 
pork, both of them almost in a state of 
putrescence; 2^ oz. of bntter, which 
was littie better than rancid congealed 
oil ; 12 oz. of raisins, ^ a ^t of peas, 
1 pint of Spanish beans, I nint of wheats 
which they ground into floor for pud- 
dings; 4 oz. of rice, and ^ of a pint of 
ml : what then must be the snfferings 
of those who had a fomily of small 
children to support out of this pittance I 
or what must be the distress of the in^ 
habitants, who had no assistance from 
the stores ! 

The night of the drd the St. Fennin, 
with the Brilliant's tender, which had 
been forced by a gale of wind to pot 
into Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon ; two 
xebeques immediately gave chase, and, 
we afterwards learned, captnred the 
former. 

It being observed that the enemy had 
stationed at Cabrita Point (though at 
some distance from the lai^) a sloop 
and two light brigs, supposed to be fire- 
ships, the captains of the privateers in 
the bay proposed cutting out the ahapi 
and burning the other vessels. The 
plan was mentioned to the govenor bf 
an officer of the garriaon, who had per- 
mission to take with lum a party cf 
volunteers from the diffierent corpi»aad 
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join in the expedition. About eleven 
o'clock on the night of the 4th they 
proceeded in four boats. When they 
set oat the night was very favourable 
for the enterprise; but before they 
reached the vessels the moon suddenly 
shone forth, and they reluctantly re- 
tamed. Whether the Spaniards dis- 
covered the boats or not, is a matter of 
doubt ; it is probable they did, as the 
next morning four gun-boats joined 
tfaem from Algeziras, and the sloop re- 
moved farther «D the southward. 

The enemy, on the 5th, scaled several 
of their ordnance in the batteries round 
tbe bay ; two frigates were also placed 
in front of eight vessels, supposed to be 
fire-ships: these motions convinced us 
ibBt the enemy were aware of the fleet 
vrhich was expected. The evening of 
tlie 7th the Ef^le privateer, of fourteen 
gnus, arrived in fourteen days from 
Glasgow : a xebeque, a sloop of four- 
teen guns, a galliot, and eleven gun- 
Boats, engaged her in the bay ; but by 



warm fighting and good seamanship 
she escaped. The caj^tain informed us 
that the fleet had staled, and he was 
much surprised in not finding them 
arrived. The following day the Spanish 
general visited the lines aod advanced 
works. The 9th only two xebeques and 
the gun-boats were at Algeziras, the 
rest of their cruisers having left the 
station. The 1 1th a felucca came round 
Cabrita with oars and withapressof sail : 
immediately upon entering the bay she 
made a signal, which was answered at 
Al^ziras by an English ensign at the 
mam-top-gallant mast-head. Soon after 
a boat went over to Ceuta, and ihe 
xebeque which was stationed at the 
point was called in with the gun-boats. 
In the evening many signals were made 
from the west; and about midnight 
arrived the Kite cutter. Captain Trol- 
lop, with the joyful news that the con- 
voy was at the entrance of the Straits, 
under charge of Admiral Darby, wilh 
the British grand fleet. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Admiral Darby relieves Gibnltar— Spaniards bomlNurd the town— Soldiers goiltj of izr»' 
gttlarities — Town frequently on fire, and greatly injured — Gun and mortar boats teiy 
troublesome to the Navy— Admiral Darby returns to England — Captain Cortis arrtYCS 
with a convoy of victuallers — ^Town in ruins — 6un-boats renew their attacks on the Gif* 
rison : fatal effects — Inhabitants much alarmed by their attacks — One of the Enemy's 
magaxines blown np — General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the enemy's camp, and 
constructs Frames to oppose the gnn-boats — Bombardment abates — ^The Helena sloop-of* 
war arrives, after a warm action with the enemy— Singular system <^ firing, from the 
enemy — Melancholy fate of a matross — Enemy make additions to their works— Fixing 

- increases on both side*— Death of Major Burke — Gallant behaviour of a working party— 
A conspiracy discovered in the Navy — Enemy, by their operations, demonstrate their in- 
tention of besieging the Garrison in form — Ineffectual attempt to destroy their batteries-' 

- Several cutters taken — Enemy finish their batteries — G«ieral Eliott projects a sally, which 
proves successftil. 



At daybreak, on the 12th of April, 
the much-expected fleet, nnder the 
command of Admiral Darby, was in 
sight from our signal-house, but was 
not discernible from below, being ob- 
scured by a thick mist in the Gut. As 
the sun* however, became more power- 
fill, the fog gradually rose, like the 
curtain of a vast theatre, discovering to 
the anxious garrison one of the most 
beautiful and pleasing scenes it is pos- 
sible to conceive. The convoy, con- 
sisting of near a hundred vessels, were 
in a compact body, led by several men- 
of-war: their sails just enough filled 
for steerage, whilst ihe majority of the 
line-of-battle ships lay-to under the 
Barbara shore, having orders not to 
enter the bay lest the enemj should 
molest them with their fire-ships. The 
ecstasies of the inhabitants at this grand 
and exhilarating sight are not to be de- 
scribed. Their expressions of joy far 
exceeded their former exultations. But, 
alas! they little dreamed of the tre- 
mendous blow that impended, which 
was to annihilate their property, and 
reduce many of them to indigence and 



As me convoy approached the bay, 
15 gun-boats advanced from Algeziras, 
and forming in regular order under 
the batteries at Cabrita Point, began a 



smart cannonade on the nearest ships, 
seconded by the gun and mortar lat- 
teries on the land. A line-of-batde 
ship and two frigates, howev^, soon 
obliged them to a precipitate retreat; 
and, continuing to pursue tiiiem, the 
crews of several deserted their boats, 
and took refuge amongst the rocks. 
Had our ships advanced at this critical 
juncture and manned their boats, &e 
whole might probably have been de- 
stroyed, and the garrison by that means 
been rid of those disagreeable visitors 
which afterwards so hara^ed and aor 
noyed us ; but the frigates, having dis- 
persed them, thought no more of the 
oum-boats, as some naval officers con- 
temptuously called them, and left them 
to be repossessed by the fugitives. 

The enemy, on the land side, were 
far from being idle spectators of this 
relief. On the first intimation of Ad- 
miral Darby's approach, preparations, 
it is imagined, were made in the lines, 
and a reinforcement of artillery ordered 
down from the camp ; as at daybreak, 
before the fleet was well in sight, we 
remarked that their cannon were d6- 
vated, and the spunges and rammers 
reared against the merions. These, 
with other appearances, indicated an 
intention of opening on ihe garrison. 

Our private letters had, for some 
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time before, mentioned that the Spa- 
niards proposed to bombard Gibndtar, 
if the garrison was a second time 
relieved ; but the truth of this intelli- 
gence was doubted, it being conoeived 
that no beneficial consequences could 
arise to them from such a cruel pro- 
ceeding. We, however, overlooked the 
predominant characteristic of the na- 
tion, which, particularly in this in- 
stance, seems to have influenced them 
more than any other motive, and even to 
have carried them beyond that line of 
prudence and caution, which in military 
affidrs ought to be strictly attended to. 

About Siree-quarters past ten o'clock, 
the van of the convoy came to an 
anchor oS the New mole and Bosia 
bay ; and, as ,if this were the signal for 
the enemy to open, a smart fire imme- 
diately commenced from Fort St. 
Philip, followed by all the batteries 
which bore upon tiie garrison. The 
number of ordnance bearing on the 
place was as follows : — The King's, or 
Black battery (mounting 14 guns), 12 
besuing on the garrison; Fort St. 
Philip (27 guns), 11 bearing on the 
^u*rison ; Infanta's battery, of 7 guns ; 
Prince's and Princess's batteries, of 14 
guns each ; Fort St Barbara (23 guns), 
6 bearing on the garrison ; these, with 
about 50 mortars, distributed along 
ibeir lines, and in St Carlos's battery, 
amount to 114 pieces of artillery; all 
of heavy metal, being twenty -six 
pounders, and thirteen-inch mortars. 

The enemy's cannonade was instantiy 
returned from the garrison; but our 
artillery had orders to disregard their 
lines, and notice only the St Carlos's 
battery, which consequentiy soon 
slackened its fire. The miserable and 
terrified inhabitants, who just before 
were congratulating each other on the 
arrival of the fleet, now changed their 
exultation to sorrow, and flock(4, old 
and young, men, women, and children, 
in the greatest confusion, to the south- 
-wardy leaving their property, unse- 
cured, to the merqr of the soldiers. 
The shells from the St Carlos's battery 
were directed towards the New mole ; 
the convoy, however, had been warned 
not to anchor within the range of their 
fir^ ; the shipping, therefore, were not 



in the least molested. A settee was 
sunk near the watering-tank, and num- 
bers of shells fell on the Red sands, and 
in the neighbourhood of Southport,' 
which added no littie to the alann of 
the fugitives finom town. The enemy's 
other batteries were chiefly directed to 
Willis's, the lines, and particularly the 
pound upon which the troops were 
intended to have been encamped. Be- 
tween one and two o'clock their firing 
abated, and in a short time ceased. 
Of this favourable cessation the inha- 
bitants availed themselves, to secure 
such valuable property as could be ex- 
peditiously removed; but the heavier 
articles, which the avaricious and hard- 
hearted hucksters had kept concealed 
in their stores, to bring j^rth in small 
quantities when the prices suited, were 
all destroyed in the course of the bom- 
bardment 

About five o'clock, the batteries of 
the enemy again opened, and the firing 
continued!, without intermission, the 
remainder of the day and the succeed- 
ing night It did nolj however, in- 
terrupt the disembarkation of the sup- 
plies. Five hundred men, with a pro- 
portion of officers, were ordered for 
that duty ; they were afterwards con- 
siderably augmented, and such was the 
labour and diligence of the garrison, 
that the stores were landed, with the 
assistance of the nayy, in nine or ten' 
days. Our casualties, on the 12th, were 
but few; Lieutenant Boag, of the artil- 
lery, was wounded, also several non- 
commissioned officers and privates. 

The bombardment was continued the 
13th, and several soldiers were killed 
and wounded in their quarters. In the 
course of the day, 150 men were or- 
dered to remove ammunition to the 
magazines on the hill, and an additional 
number to join the party employed in 
landing the supplies. The 14th, the 
gun and mortar boats fired upon the 
shipping, but were soon obliged to 
retire. Several barges attended, having 
officers in them, who seemed to give 
directions how to point their cannon 
Our batteries ceased firing this day, 
but the enemy's ordnance were kept 
going with great vivacity. They ap- 
peared to have got the exact range of 
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the heights; even the Royal battery 
did not escape their shells. Ensign 
Hartin of the 39th regiment was 
slightly wounded with rolinters of 
stones. No arrangement for placing 
the tnx^ under shelter was yet Known ; 
and the former distribution, given out 
in November, was totally overthrown 
by the extensive range of the enemy's 
fire. Officers, however, whose qoarters 
were damaged, received marquees from 
the public stores, to encamp at the 
southward ; and the distressed inhabit- 
ants were accommodated with tents. 

It being remarked that the enemy's 
fire considerably abated about noon, 
the governor ordered the town-goards 
to assemble at twelve o'clock; by 
which reffulation less danger was ap- 
prehended in relieving rae men on 
duty. The night pid^ w^e like- 
wise ordered to occupy the casemates 
nnder the Grand biUtery, that fhey 
might be at hand to reinforce the 
north^n guards, in case of alarm. 
The total strength of the pickets, at 
this period* w^s 2 captains, 9 subal- 
terns, 9 Serjeants, 9 drummers, and 
9191 rank and file. The cause of the 
cessation in the enemy's fire at noon, 
arose frinn a custom, pret^ general in 
Spain, and oommon, I believe, in most 
warm climates, that of indulging them- 
selves with a meridian nap. This 
luxury the Spaniards could not refuse 
themselves, even in war; and it was 
invariably att^ided to durinc their 
fiiture operations against Gibraltar.* 

Yice-Admiral Du*b^ with the ships 
of war continued cruising in sight of 
the rock: the service however re- 
quiring dispatch in landine the suj^ 
pUes, ne detached Bear- Admiral Sir 
Jdbn Lockart Ross to superintend that 
duty in the bay; and the garrison 
fiitigue party was augmented to up- 
waros of a thousand men, besides 

* TUs will not appear so extraordinary 
vben the reader is infonned diat, daring the 
insurrection of Madrid, in 1766, the insur- 
gents, as mentioned by Major Dalrymple, in 
his '* Travels through Siiain." regfnlarly in- 
dulged themselves with their netta^ and then 
returned to their different places of rendes- 
Tous. Their antasonists did tne same ; so that 
there seemed to be a sleepy convention, for a 
few hours, every day, betveen the govem- 
aoent and the mob. 



officers. The evening of the 14th the 
enemy's shells were very profhsely dis- 
tributed: some that did not burst we 
examined, and an drawing the fiise, 
found inflammable matter mixed wi A 
the powder: these oombnstibles set fire 
to a wine*house in Ae green-market, 
near the Spanish church, and before tibe 
fire could be extingnished, four or five 
houses were burnt to the ground. De- 
tachments from the regiments and 
ffuards in town were immedialdy oi^ 
dered to qnendi liie flames; but the 
enemy's cannonade became so bri^ 
that great confusion ensued. From 
this moment we may date the com- 
mencement of the irregnlaritieB into 
which, through resentment and intozip 
cation, the soldiers were betrayed. 
Some died of immediate intoxication, 
and several were with difficulty re- 
ooTered, by oils and tobacco water, 
fiom a dangerous state of ebriety. 

Though riot and violenee sure most 
contrary to that qmt of regular dis- 
cipline which should always prevail in 
militai^ afiGiirs, something may yet be 
urged in extenuation of me ocmduct of 
the troops, which has been so much 
the subject of reprehenaon amongst 
the pe(^le intere^ed. The extreme 
distress to whieh liie soldios had been 
reduced by the jnerocaoary eonduct of 
the hucksters and liquor^dealers, in 
hoarding, or rather concealing Aeir 
stocks, to enhance the price of what 
was exposed for sale, raised amongst 
the troops (when they discovered me 
great (|uantities of various articles in 
me private stores) a q^irit of revaige. 
The first and Beo(»d days th^ con- 
ducted themselves with great pro- 
priety ; but on the eve of the third 
day, their discipline was overpowered 
by their inebriation, and from &at in- 
stant, regardless of punishment, or the 
entreaties of their offieesrs, they were 
guilty of many and great excesses. 
The enemy's shells soon forced open 
the secret recesses of the merchanlB, 
and the soldiers instantly availed them- 
selves of the opportunity to seize upoa 
ihe liquors, wmch they conveyed to 
haunts of their own. Here, m parties, 
they barricaded thdr quarters against 
all opposers, and, insensible of their 
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dftngec, regaled t^emselvos with the 
a^€ms. Several skirmishes occurred 
mnsmgiit tbem, which, if not seasonably 
•pot a slQ|> to by* the inter&rence of 
officers, nugbi have ended in serions 
ooasecpeaoes. 

It did not appear through all their 
iuten^terance mat these irregularities 
arose from any cause so mw^h as a 
GDirit of revenge against tiie m^erchants. 
j£ great quantity of liquor, &c., was 
wantonly destroyed ; and, in «ome 
cases, incredible proiWon prevailed. 
Among other iustaaoes of caprice and 
extmvagauce, I recollect seeing a party 
of soldiers roast a pig by a fire made of 
cinnamon. The offenders were at first 
confined aud reprimanded, which the 
g^ovemor judged would have a greater 
effect ibfux punishment; but on their 
re]«$)6ing a second time into the like 
dUsoniers, he was convinced his lenity 
was disr^iarded, and he was therefore 
eoB^lIed to use more rigcH*ous mea- 
pures. 

I have thought prop^ to digress a 
little upon this subject, not in justifica- 
tion of the soldiers, but to acquaint the 
world with the truA, as some who 
have related the occurrences of this 
period to their friends, have omitted 
doing llie garrison the justice to annex 
the accoont of their former hardships. 
Besides, had the troops been in the 
highest decree abstemious, the enemy's 
fire woula soon have destroyed what 
was only the sooner consumed by their 
extravagance ; for the inhabitants were 
too muiSx alanned for the safety of their 
own persons, to attend to die security 
of their effects. 

I forgot to mention in its place that, 
previous to the bombardment, orders 
Bad been given for removing the sick 
121 towa, when the firing commenced : 
on the ISth, therefore, Uie men were 
iionveyed to the naval hospital at the 
^uthward. 

The 15th the bombardment was con- 
tinued with ^eater vivacitjr. Not con- 
tent with discharging their ordnance 
regularly, they fiaktted us almost every 
instant with a volley of eight or ten 
cannon, brides mortars. Our batteries 
remained silent, and the guns at Willis's 
were drawn behind the merlons, to 



secure them against the enemy's shot. 
It was observed they directed a great 
number of shells towards the Working 
parade, and about the Victualling-office. 
In the morning the gun-boats again 
attacked the ships of war and trans- 
ports, and the navy returned a smart 
fire. About noon, Lieut. Budworth of 
the 72nd regiment, and Surgeon Ches- 
holme of the 56th, were wounded by 
a splinter of 9. shell at the door of a 
northern casemate in the King's bastion. 
The former was dangerously scalped, 
and the latter had one foot taken off, and 
the other leg broken, besides a wound in 
Ihe knee. The troops in town, in tbe 
afternoon began to encamp at die south- 
ward, and to be regularly distributed 
amongst the casemates in town. The 
following was the arrangement To 
the Hanoverians were allotted the 
bomb-proo& under the grand battery, 
occupied by the pickets, which in con- 
sequence removed to Landport gate- 
way and Prince of Hesse's casemate. 
The 1 2th, 39th, and 56th regiments 
were ordered to possess Montague's 
casemate with the Galley-house and 
Waterport gateway : those who could 
not be accommodated in these quarters, 
encamped above the South barracks 
and Navy hospital, on the declivity 1^ 
the hill: the 72nd regiment totally 
withdrew into the Kin^s bastion, and 
the 58th and 73rd regiments remained 
in the South barracks: the artillery 
and engine^^ were disposed of on the 
same plan. Several days elapsed before 
the troops were properly settled. The 
ground on which they encamped was 
very steep and rugged : it was neces- 
sary therefore to level it into terraces, 
for the men to pitch their tents. The 
regimental stores were also to be re- 
moved, and other duties of a similar 
nature executed, before the troops could 
be considered as properly established. 

The gun-boats attacked the shipping 
OD the 16th, and endeavoured to molest 
the parties employed in landing tiie 
provisions; but a line-of-'battle ship 
and two frigates soon obliged them (e 
retire. In the course of the daj the 
women and children who had taken 
refuge with their husbands and Mends 
in the casemates ui town, were ardeied 
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to remove and encamp at the south- 
yaid. Though this order, from mo- 
tives of hmnanity, vras not strictly en- 
forced, yet it greatly relieved the men, 
and in a measure removed our appre- 
hensions of some infectious disorder 
heing generated from their crowded 
and confined situation in the bomb- 
proof casemates. The officers were 
under the necessity of participating 
with the men in these unpleasant ac- 
commodations : their presence, how- 
ever, produced this beneficial conse- 
quence, that they often prevented the 
men from Indulging in tnose excesses, 
into which otherwise they undoubtedly 
would have entered. The same day 
the Queen's lines, Main, New mole, 
and Rosia guards, were ordered to be 
capi^in's guards. 

The enemy on the 17th first reached 
the rock gun with shot from the seven- 
gun battery. Colonels Ross, Green, 
and Picton were appointed tiie same 
day^ to rank as brigadiers ; and Captain 
Wilson of the 72nd regiment. Lieute- 
nant HoUoway of the engineers, and 
Captain Picton of the 12th regiment, 
were appointed their brigade-majors. 
Two field-officers, with a captain from 
each reeiment, and one subaltern for 
every fifty men, were ordered also to 
superintend the disembarkation of pro- 
visions. In the afternoon the shelh of 
the besie^rs set fire to the stores in 
the Spamsh church. Parties were in- 
stantiy detached from tiie main guard, 
72nd regiment, and other corps in town, 
to remove the provisions. The lieu- 
tenant-governor with his aides-de-camp 
was present, encouraging the men to 
perform this duty with expedition. The 
enemy's fire at this time was remark- 
ably spirited ; nevertheless, the greater 
part was saved by the activity of the 
parties. Many casks of flour were 
brought into the King's bastion, and 

Siled as temporary traverses before the 
oors of the southern casemates, in 
which several persons had been killed 
and wounded in bed. These traverses, 
however, did not continue long; for 
the men, when the spoils in the town 
became scarce, considered those barrels 
which the enemy's shot had pierced as 
lawful prizes. The contents were soon 



scooped out and fried into pancake^ 
a di^ which they were very expert in 
cooking; and tiie upper casks» vaaliBg 
support from below, gave way, and Ihie 
whole came to the ground. Tboogh 
the flour by this means was in a great 
measure lost to govenunent, yet the 
number of accidents which tfiese tt»> 
verses prevented, greatly overbakmced 
the value of the article. Traverses of 
another nature were afterwards erected 
in their room. 

The gun-boats, on the IStfa, fired 
again upon the shipping and men-of- 
war cruising in the bay. The Minerva 
and Monsieur frigates had several men 
dangerously wounded; and the N<m* 
such had her mast crippled. The navy, 
after this attack, no longer considered 
these boats in the same despicable light 
as on their first entrance into the bay. 
In the course of the day a shell ml 
through the areh of the Galley-house^ 
where part of the 39th and aome of the 
12th regiments were quartered ; it 
killed two and wounded four privates^ 
In consequence of this unexpected 
casualty tiie troops removed thence, 
and joined their regiments at the sooth* 
ward. 

Our batteries, especially at Willis's, 
by this time exhibited a very disor- 
derly and ruinous appearance. The 
ordnance had been withdrawn when the 
artillery ceased to fire : but the meri<ms 
were now considerably damaged, and 
some of the cannon dismounted and 
injured. The lines were also nearly 
choked up with loose stones and nih> 
bish, brought down by the shot from 
the rock above; the traverses along 
the line wall were greatly injured; 
and the town, particularly at the north- 
ward, approached every day towaid 
complete demolition. The engineers, 
however, were ordered to prepare ma- 
terials for repairing the Queen's bat- 
tery at Willis's ; and {parties of work- 
men were employed in carrying up 
from below sand-bags and other requi- 
sites for that purpose. New traverses 
were likewise bj^^un along the dirflfer- 
ent communications, higher, stronger, 
and at shorter distances than the old 
ones. 

The gun-boats renewed their attack, 



1781.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



78 



die 19th, on the shipping, bat were 
soon obliged to retreat. In the conrse 
of the day the terrace storehouse was 
■et OB fire. The camp-equipage of the 
garrison being in an adjacent house, 
parties from the regiments in town 
yrere ordered to remove them with the 
greatest expedition. The men gene- 
Tally received some gratuity from the 
govemor for these hazardous duties. 
The fbllowiug day, the supplies being 
landed, the fleet in the evening pre- 
pared to return to the westward. Be- 
fore t^gv weighed, their good friends 
the gun-boats gave them a parting 
salute, and did some damage. By six 
o'clock the whole were under way. 
Many merchantmen, freighted wi&i 
merchandise and articles much wanted 
in the garrison, returned with their 
cargoes ; the merchants revising to 
take them on account of the bomlmrd- 
ment. Great numbers of the inhabit- 
ants and officers' fiimilies likewise 
embraced this opportunity of leaving 
the garrison. 

lite impatience of the British admi-- 
ral to disembark the supplies, that he 
might not lose the opportunity of the 
easterly wind to return from the Medi- 
terranean, had prevented the garrison 
from unloading the colliers that had 
arrived with the fleet : these ships were 
therefore scutded in the New mole to 
be discharged at leisure. The ordnance 
transports were also ordered within the 
boom for the same purpose. In the 
coarse of the 20th, the Victualling- 
office was on fire for a short time ; and 
at night the town was on fire in four 
different places; but the public stores 
being safe, no attempts were made to 
extinguish the flames. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued still very brisk. 
The 21st, forty-two rounds were num- 
bered in two minutes, between six and 
eight o'clock. The garrison flag-staff 
on the Grand battery was so much in- 
jured by their fire, that the upper part 
was oUiged to be cut off; and the 
colonrs, or rather the glorious remains, 
were mxiled to the stump. The even- 
ing of the 22nd, the combustible mat- 
ter in their shells setting fire to some 
i at Waterport, lieut Cmmhig- 



ham, of the 39th regiment, was wounded 
in extinguishing them. The fiite of 
this young gentieman may be con- 
sidered as extraordinary. On examin- 
ing the wound, which was in the head, 
it appeared so trifiing that the surgeon 
judged his skull unhurt ; and his seem- 
mg recovery confirmed the opinion. 
Something more than a fortnight elapsed 
when he complained of a pain in his 
head : he immediately took to his bed, 
and in a short time expired. After his 
decease a considerable counter-fhu^ture 
was discovered, with a quantity of ex- 
travasated blood encircling the brain. 

The gun and mortar hoais, on the 
23rd, fired upon our parties ranging 
the provisions at the southward. 260 
shot and 40 shells were discharged, 
several of which fell about the camp 
and powder-magazines. The wife of a 
soldier of the 58th re^ment was killed 
behind the South Imrracks, and seve- 
ral men wounded. The bombardment 
from the lines was now in some de- 
gree abated, in consequence of their 
batteries being shaken and injured by 
their own constant cannonade. Yfe 
observed during this day a number of 
mules, with carts, bringing materials 
to the line to repair them. Our ar- 
tillery at night annoyed them with a 
few rounds from the batteries above 
Willis's. 

The 24th, a shell fell at the door 
of a casemate, under the south flank of 
the King^s bastion, and wounded four 
men witmn the bomb-proof. This case- 
mate had been appropriated as a pow- 
der magazine for the bastion, and the 
powder had only been removed to the 
opposite casemate a few days previous 
to this accident In the afternoon a 
soldier of the 12th re^ment deserted 
fh>m Landport guard, in consequence 
of which the town guards were ordered 
to assemble the su^quent day at two 
o'clock p. M. The enemy, however, 
not increasing their fire as was ex- 
pected, the gcuirds afterwards mounted 
at the usual time. 

The garrison orders of the 26th ex- 
pressed, that any soldier, convicted of 
being drunk or asleep upon his post, or 
found marauding, uiould be immedu 
ately executed. These measorea ri- 
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ganm at lliej may appev, were be- 
Aome aliaalatelj neoeBsary, aod, ia 
«eatitj, had been too long deferred. 
The aoldien were now arrived at so 
Ugh a pitch of lioentioosDesa, that no 
Mpeet was pud lo their officers, and 
•earaeljr obedience to them even wheat 
flo datj. Such behavioiir, if not curbed 
in time, too eommonly induces verj 
aerioos oonaequenoes. At the same 
liiae that this order was issued, the 
vegiments quartered at tibe southward 
were oommanded, in case of alarm, to 
amemble in two lines on the Bed sands, 
the British in front, and the Hano- 
wian brigade in therear. The troops 
in town had their stations likewise 
allotted them. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, a cob- 
Tow of 20 TiotnaUa^ under charge of 
4 friples and the Fortune slo^, ar- 
rived in thirteen days from Minorca. 
It now appeared that the governor did 
not entiray depend on receiving sue- 
eonrs ftom En^^and, but thought it 
pmdeut to obtam snpdies from other 
quarters, lest any acddent should pre- 
vent the Bridsh fleet arriving in time 
to his veliefL Thus determined to wo- 
vide against fortuitous events, he had 
seeretiy ordered provisions to be pur- 
chased from the prizes taken in the 
Mediterranean, and carried into Port 
Mahon, and shipped on board vessels 
that were hired rar that purpose. Cap- 
tain Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had 
the chai^ of this valuable convoy; 
and the success attending the enterprise 
demonstrates with what se<»*ec^ it had 
been conducted. They were ignorant 
of Admiral Darby having been in the 
Medit^ranean, and were agreeably sur- 
foised to find from the enemy no oppo- 
sition to their entrance. 

'nie provisions thrown in by the 
Britirii admiral were not yet stored; 
nor had they any fbrtiber proteclion 
against the weather than a covering of 
canvas, ^Mrmed from the sails of the 
oeUiers that were ran ashore in the 
New mole. Under these unavoidable 
ek«nmstanoes, it was peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that the rains at this period 
should be umosnally heavy, and of 
long eontinuanoe. The troops also 
were verj material sufiarers fixun this , 



inclemency of the weather. The rata, 
that poureid down in torrents frxnn the 
fkee of the hill, soon broke down Ae 
loose banks of earth raised to cover 
their tents, which, being {itched en 
the declivity of the bill, were swept 
away by the l<»ce of tlie stream ; and 
thus the &tigued soldier, who scsiroely 
was one ni|^ out of three in bed, was 
frequently exposed at midwiig lut iq a 
deluge of rain. These misfortunes, 
however, taught them to provide against 
such fatare accidentB; and in a few 
months, after some labour and atten- 
tion, their quarters were mare oomfiKt- 
able and secure. 

The reminder of the iiMmth was 
remarkable f<^ excessive rains, at- 
tended with most dreadful Hiunder and 
liehtning, which, during the night, in 
additi(m to the fire frx)m ibe enemy, 
had an awfiil and tremendous efifect. 
The bombardment continued warm and 
well supported ; but the enemy did not 
appear to have any particular object. 
In the early part of the day they in 
general fired pretty smartly: about 
noon their batteries slackened, and 
frt)m twelve till two o'clock almost 
totally ceased: after two they neoem- 
menced, and persevered till the suc- 
ceedm^ merioian. During the night 
they directed their fire principally to 
the heights and lines, as iMX>bably they 
had information, by the last deserto*, 
that we emj^oyed, every night, parties 
to clear and repair those works. 

The morning of the SOth we dis- 
covered the gun and mortar boats ap> 
proaching the garrison : they took their 
stations off the town to avoid the fire 
from the frigates, and varied very little 
from their former attacks. Five shot 
landed on Windmill-luU, which was es- 
teemed a remarkably long range. We 
returned a Isisk and well-dircMBted fiie; 
and they retired. It was remarked that 
the land batteries were in a laeasure 
silent during thdrstay. Inthe«vaQ- 
ing a Hanoverian, with some otfaecs, 
was detected marauding in a store : Ae 
party was given in charge to a aoitry, 
but the former attempted to escape : the 
sentry called to him to stop, otherwise 
he would fire ; and on his not comply- 
ing with the order, the sentry shot him 
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dead on the spot. A gaieral return of 
casualties, &c. for every month, is in- 
serted at the conclusion. 

Early on the 2nd of May, two set- 
tees arrived from Algiers, laden with 
sheep, wine, and brandy. The enemy 
now seemed to have given up the idea 
of blockading us to a surrender. No 
cruisers had been observed out suice 
the departure of Admiral Darby. In 
the evening a shell from the giurrison 
fell upon &e eastern traverse, in the 
St Carlos's batt^y, under which was 
their magazine, and, communicating 
-with the powder, blew it up. The 
explosion was not loud; but the da- 
mage was so very considerable that 
the ordnance were silent for 8e!?eral 
days. Our artillery aimoyed the enemy 
^leatlv during their contusion, though 
they kept up a Innfik discharge i^m 
the lines, at the rate of 250 rounds an 
hour. The day following, Lieut. Wil- 
lington, of the artillery, was wounded 
at Willis's. The 5th, a soldier of the 
58th regiment was executed on the 
Grand parade, at the door of the store 
where he was detected plundering. 
His body himg till sunset, as an ex- 
«iii^ tD other offenders. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued to be wide and 
scattered, apparently having no par- 
ticular object Shells w^!e yet la- 
vishly expended ; and, what was very 
singular, many of those which fell 
blind, ccmtuned, on examination, a 
vast quantity of sand mixed with the 
powder. We could not otherwise ao- 
«oiint for tills unusual circumstance, 
iSian by supposing the powder was 
BiUA^a by their people in the laborar 
tories. Other i^kUs still scattered, on 
tbor explosicw, combustible matter, 
which, setting fire to the loose timber 
and wood dispersed amongst tibie ruins 
of die town, greatiy endangered the 
kii^s stores and magazines. This in- 
duoed the governor^ on the 6th, to 
publish a placard, signifying to the 
inhabitants that such materials of this 
nature as were not removed oat of the 
veadi of the enemy's fine, would be 
•fxmverted to tiie king's use. The 
morning of the 7th, tiie gun and mor- 
tar boats fired up<m the town and the 



New mole : they stayed about an hour, 
and then retired. We retamed u^ 
wards of 400 rounds with great vi- 
vacity, which greatly disj^l^ised the 
governor : ** There would be no end,'* 
he said, " of expending ammunition tf 
we fired every time they came, and 
while thev were at so great a distance : 
in future he ordered *'no notice to 
be taken of the grm-boafes, unless they 
approached witlun the distance of 
grape." The 8th, Captain Fowlis, of 
tiie 73rd, was wounded in the lines. 

The enemy's fire was now more 
regular: we no longer experienced 
the sudden fits that had induced them. 
to discharge a whole batt^ at a 
volley: it amounted about this time, 
i^)on an average, to 1500 rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. The 9tii, lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a superin- 
tendent of the woiking-parties, lost 
his leg by a shot, on the slope of the 
hill under the castle. He saw the 
shot before the fktal effect, but was 
fiekscinated to the ^t This sudden 
arrest of the Acuities was not unccHu- 
mon: several instances occurred to 
my own observation, where men to- 
tally free have had their senses so 
engaged by a sh^ in its descent^ that, 
though sensible of their danger, even 
BO far as to cry for assistance, they 
have been iminediately fixed to the 
place. But what k more remarkable, 
these men have so instantaneously re- 
covered themselves on its fidl to tiie 
ground, as to remove to a place of 
safety before the shell burst. The 
gun and mortar boats repeated their 
visit on the 11th, but fired from ao 
respectfiil a distance that scarcely a 
shot came ashore. Our batteries were 
manned ; nevertiieless, not a gun was 
returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 
12th regiment, was wounded the same 
day with splinters of stones, thrown up 
by a shot which grazed betwixt faji^ 
legs. 

The buildings in town at this lime 
exhibited a most dreadful picture of 
the efiieets of so animated a bombard- 
ment Scarcely a house, north of the 
Grand parade, was tenast^e ; all of 
them were deserted. Some few, near 
Southport, continued to be inhabited 
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by soldiers' fiunilies; bat in general 
the floors and roo& were destroyed, 
and the walls only were left stancung. 
The governor and lientenant-goTemor, 
however, maintained their quarters, 
having parties constantly employed in 
repairing the damage. Both had bomb- 
proofs ; and the former afkerwards had 
a large tent pitched on arising situ- 
ation south of the Red sands, where, 
with his suite, he generally remained 
during the day, returning at night to 
town ; but the lieutenant-governor con- 
stantly resided in town, having accom- 
modations in the King's bastion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and 
mortar boats fired upon the garrison 
from oflf the Old mole, seconded by a 
very warm fire from their land bat- 
teries. Several shells from the former 
ranged as high as the Signal -house, 
and some fell over the rock. They dis- 
charged 180 shot and 46 shells, and 
then retired, throwing up the usual 
signal of a rocket m>m each boat 
Though our batteries were manned, 
the garrison remiuned silent. About 
the 13th, and for a few succeeding 
days, the enemy's shells were directed 
for an unusual long range. One fell on 
the forecastle of a collier in the New 
mole, and pierced both decks, but did 
not burst. Two fell amongst the pro- 
visions on the New mole parade, and 
another in the middle yard of the 
South barracks; a splinter of the latter 
flew to the Navy hospital. The 14th, 
a shell fell into the Small armoury, 
near Southport, but fortunately did 
littie injury. The 17th, the Jews' syn- 
agogue and other buildings were burnt 
down. The following day, a shell from 
our upper batteries blew up the guard- 
room in the place d*arme8 of Fort Bar- 
bara. Our engineers were at this time 
employed every night in clearing the 
works, filling up shell-holes, and re- 
pairing the glacis and traverses at 
Waterport. The enemy's fire at this 
period seldom exceeded a thousand 
rounds in the course of 24 hours : their 
batteries were much shaken with the 
firing, and parties were constantiy 
bringing supplies of ammunition to the 
lines, and diflerent materials for the 
repair of their works. 



An attempt was made by the nsvj, 
on the 19th, to cut off a polacre be- 
calmed near Europa Point; b«t, a 
breeze springing up, she escaped. The 
gun-boats soon after came out, apftt- 
rentiy with an intention of avenfpog 
this afiront ; but, the wind freshening^ 
they returned. The cannonade from 
the enemy was now principally directed 
at our upper batteries. The rock gun* 
mounted on the summit of the nortfaeEn 
front, was become as warm, if not 
warmer, than any other battery; and 
scarcely a day passed without some 
casualties at tiiat post. The gun and 
mortar boats, early in the morning of 
the 20th, repeated their attack on the 
garrison and shippizi|^. They were 
arranged in two divisions, those to the 
northward directing their fire towards 
the King's bastion and Southport, but 
most of their shells broke on the fuee 
of the rock ; whilst the southward divi- 
sion annoyed the shipping and camp. 
Their usual signal for retiring was 
made about a quarter past three o'clock. 
On this occasion we returned a few shots 
from the town batteries. 

At the commencement of the bom- 
bardment, the out-guards of Bay-side 
and Lower Forbers had been with- 
drawn from those barriers, and an 
officer's guard stationed every night in 
the Fl^e, a work erected near the 
Inundation at the foot of Landport 
glacis. On the morning of the 2l8t, 
tiie sentries at this post observed a man 
advancing, with great circumspecticm, 
along the causeway: instead of answer- 
ing when challenged, he immediately 
dropped. Lieut. Wetham, of the 58th 
regiment, the ofiicer on duty, suqpec^ 
in^ he came to reconnoitre, instantly, 
with the Serjeant, went out to seize 
him ; but the man rising, he pursued, 
and was within a very short distance 
of securing him, when he fell into a 
shell-hole near Bay-side, and the man 
escaped. It was imagined that curio- 
sity had prompted him to make trial of 
the alertness of our sentries. His ha^ 
which fell off in his retreat, his firelock 
with bayonet, and pouch filled witii 89 
rounds of ammunition, were hung on 
the palisades of the barrier, and were 
afterwards brought in. 



17«1.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



77 



Early on the morning of the 22nd, a 
splinter of a shell, which fell and burst 
on die Church battery, ranged upwards 
of 200 yards, and cutting the leaden 
spnm of the morning-mai on the South 
bastion, fired it off. This singular cir- 
eomstance, happening some hours be- 
Ifore daybreak, not a little surprised 
thofle who heard the report, and were 
ignorant of the cause. Our fire was 
now increased to about 150 rounds 
in the 24 hours, the enemy's parties 
being engaged in repairing the lines 
of approach. Their cannoiuide, on the 
contrary, was reduced, upon an average, 
to 650 rounds. 

The night of the 2drd, the gun and 
mortar b^ts renewed their attack upon 
the odnp, which, in its consequences, 
-was more dreadful than any we had 
hitherto experienced. The silence ob- 
flenred by the garrison daring their 
preceding visits emboldened them, on 
tiiis occanon, to advance so near that 
-we could distinctly hear their officers 
give orders to the men, who firequentiy 
eried out to us, in Spanish, to '*take 
care.'' ■ During the first and second 
tocmds, the shells Ml over Windmill- 
hill into the sea ; but this mistake they 
soon rectified, and the attack became 
excessively smart. Two shells fell 
within the Hospital-wall, and a shot 
passed through the roof of one of the 
pavilions. A shell fell in a house in 
Hardy-town, and killed Mr. Israel, a 
very respectable Jew, with Mrs. Tour- 
ale, a female relation, and his clerk. 
Ano^er, from the St Carlos's battery, 
fell into a house near South-shed, m 
which were fifteen or nxteen persons : 
the shell burst, but all escaped, except 
a child whose mother had experienced 
a nmilar fiite some time before. A sol- 
dier of the 7Snd regiment was killed in 
his bed by a shot ; and a Jew butcher 
was equally unfortunate. In all, seven 
were killed, and twelve or thirteen 
wounded. The silence of the garrison, 
when the destructive effects of this 
attack were publicly known, caused 
great secret discontent amongst the 
soldiers ; and such representations were 
made to the governor, that he ordered 
the artiUerj' to return their fire when 
they repeated their visit 



The evening of the 27th, the engi- 
neers, with a strong party, repaired me 
Queen's battery (Willis's). The new 
merlons were raised with sand-bags on 
the base of the old ones, and the whol^ 
was completed before morning gun- 
fire. The following day, a squadron 
of Russian men-of-war passed through 
the Straits to the west. Whilst they 
remained in sight, the enemy increased 
their fire upon the garrison. The same 
day arrived the General Murray pri- 
vateer and a polacre from Minorca, 
with wine, brandy, lemons, and salt; 
and in the evening, the Enterprise fri- 
gate, with 17 ordnance-ships and trans- 
ports, sailed for England. The enemy 
discovered them before they quitted 
the bay, and repeated their sicnals to- 
wards Cadiz. The garrison flag-staff, 
on the Grand battery, was now so mu- 
tilated, and the flag so much torn by 
the enemy's shot, that it became neces- 
sary to erect a new one, which was 
done the night of the 28th; and it 
served to engage the attention of the 
enemy in the succeeding dajr's firing. 

The morning of the 29th, two British 
frigates, the Flora and Crescent, which 
had conveyed the Minorca ordnance- 
ships to Mahon, appeared fiom the east 
CaptPeereWilliams, in the former, stood 
towards the bay ; and being informed 
by Capt. Curtis that the Enterprise had 
sailed the preceding evening, put about 
and followed his consort, the Crescent, 
which was then chasing two vessels, 
apparentiy Dutchmen, under the Bar- 
bary shore ; and soon aftei they disap- 
peared, we heard a cannonade to the 
west, which most likely proceeded 
from the ensuing engagement, as we 
'•afterwards learnt that & ships chased 
were Dutch frigates.* At noon the 
same day, two artificers were executed 
at the White Convent in Irish Town 
for marauding ; and the fbllowing day, 
one of the 58th suffered for the same 



* Captain Williams, in this action, took his 
opponent ; but the Crescent, from some un- 
fortunate accidents, was compelled to sur- 
render to her adversary. The Crescent was, 
however, reUken by the Flora ; but being 
greatly damaged, both she and the Flora's 
prize afterwards fell a piey to some French 
cruisers. 
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offence. The Slst, in tbe evening, a 
flhip under RaeoBan coloon, attempt- 
ing to get round Europa Point to pro- 
eeed to Algeziras, was driven under 
our guns, and obliged to come in. She 
WBB laden with wheat and barley, bound 
from Barcelona to Cadiz; and her cargo 
was condemned as a lawful prize. 

The enemy's bombardment was con* 
aderably abated towards the dose of 
the month. Their oljects for some 
time were the upper batteries, and par- 
ticularly the Royal battery, whence 
they were greatly inoommodal. They 
often attempted to reach Landport and 
the lines with heavy grape from the 
advanced mortars, but it seldom ranged 
&rther than the Inundation. Our 
engineers, notwithstanding their fire, 
continued making such repairs as the 
enemy's cannonade rendered necessary. 
About two o'clock, on the morning 
of the Ist of June, the gim and mortar 
boats saluted us as usual, and wounded 
three or four men : they were in three 
divisions. We returned the fire from 
different batteries between King's bas- 
tion and Buena Vista. During this 
attack an incident happened wmeh I 
will beg leave to insert A soldier, 
rambling about the town, accidentally 
found, in the ruins of a house, several 
watches and otiier articles of value, of 
which he immediately made prize; but 
how to secrete them afterwards was a 
subject that required the utmost reach 
of his invention. He was sensiUe he 
could not secure them in his quarters, 
as every soldier of his regiment was 
examined on his return to his bomb- 
proof fit>m dulT. He resolved, there- 
fore, on a singuUir expedient Taking 
out the wad which served as a tompion- 
to a ffun on the King's bastion, he 
lodged his prize, which was tied in his 
handkerchief, as fiir as he could reach, 
within the gun, and put the wad in its 
former |dace. In times of peace he 
could not have devised a better reposi- 
tory ; but, xmfortunately, the gun-boats 
coming the same evening (whilst he 
was fast asleep in his casemate, not 
apprehending an^ danger to his secreted 
treasure), this nchly loaded gun was 
one of the first that was discharged at 
the enemy, and the foundation of his 



ftitnre greatness was di^per^ed in an 
instant 

The enemVs cannonade, in the bo* 
ginning of June, deereaaed to abo«t 
500 rounds in the 24 boon: tiie 
King's, or Black battery (as it was 
called by the garruon), irith ibe two 
fi>orteen-gun batteries in their Ixnei^ 
were now silent 

The morning of the 3rd the ga»> 
boati repeated tiieir visit about the 
same time as before. In this attadk 
2 Serjeants, of the 12th and 58th regi- 
ments, were killed, and 2 privates 
wounded : many shc^s fell among the 
tents of the different regiments, and 
two shot in the hospital-yard. A cor- 
poral, going with the relief at Lmd* 
port, obA the muzzle of his firelock 
closed, and the barrel twisted like a 
French horn, by a shell, without injury 
to his person. We returned the fin 
from the town batteries, hoping.by that 
means to direct th^ attention frvm 
our camp. The 4th, tite governor 
conmiemorated the anniversary of bit 
Majest^s birthday, by a salute at nooo 
of 23 cannon, and 43 mortars, being 
the number of ordnance that bore on 
the St Carlos's battery. The fire b^an 
at the Rock mortar, seconded by the 
Old mole, and so on fixim right to left 
till the whole were diachtvged: the 
enemy, indulging themselTes, as usual, 
with a nesta, did not immediately 
return our fire ; but in the early part 
of the day they had made the town 
pretty warm, and fired twioe or thrioe 
through the royal standard. 

In the course of the 4th, a tartan 
was taken coming in from the east: 
the crew, however, escaped to the gar- 
rison in dieir boat A Spanish aqnafitm 
of 2 line-of-battie ships, 3 xebeques^ 
and 2 bomb-ketches, also arrived tiie 
same day at Algeziras, firom aloft. 
With this reinforcement, their naval 
force before Gibraltar amounted to 2 
ships of the line, 5 xebeques, 2 ketches, 
several half-galleys and armed veflsels^ 
with 15 or 16 gun and mortar boats. 
These latter were become so actire that 
we could never promise ourselves a 
nighf s repose without being disturbed 
by a cannonade ; and their attacki 
were more vexatious from tibe iw r^H wi^i 
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bility of hemg able to retaliate, because 
they presented to us so small an object 
Wheneyer the alarm was given of their 
iqvproach, which was generally a little 
after midnight, the southern part of 
the rock was in immediate commotion. 
Their effects had been fotmd so de- 
stracfive, that all were upon the look- 
out : the troops were ordered Arom 
their tents, to places where they were 
covered ftifm the shot ; but the shells 
were directed into the most sequestered 
recesses. Such was liie terror of the 
miserable inhabitants, that many of 
them fled nearly nali^ to the remote 
parts of the rock ; and even here they 
could scarcely deem themselves secure : 
in short, no scene could be more de- 
plorable than that of their distress on 
these occaaons. 

The enem;|r's bombardment ttom the 
land was still continued with little 
vnriation: they appeared, indeed, to 
have no other object than dte expend!- 
taare of ammunition. In their camp, 
Urge parties were constantly bringing 
brushwood for fiiscines from the coun- 
try; and others were employed in 
disembarking stores from small vessels 
which were daily arriving from all 
quarters. 

The 9th, we were alarmed with the 
blowing-up of one of the enemy's maga- 
aines, situated at a small distance from 
the Catalonian camp to the west of the 
Queen of Spain's Chair. The different 
explosionsuiat succeeded ihe first resem- 
bled a continual roll of fire like repeated 
volleys of musketry ; from which dr- 
cumstanoe we conjectured that it was 
thdr r epository fi>r live diells and fixed 
ammnnition. Their drums immedi- 
ateljr beat to arms ; and the whole army, 
consisting of thirteen battalions besides 
cavalry, assembled in front of the camp. 
Parties were instantly detached; but 
the splinters of the shells kept them for 
some time at a considerable distance. 
The shells, however, at leufftii ceased 
to dirolode: they advanced, and re- 
moved powder, «c. from a neighbour- 
ing magazine to a place southward of 
the fire ; where, meeting afterwards in 
great mmibers, our artillery endea- 
voured to reach &em widi a large 
dttU fiBom Willis's; but the distance 



was beyond the range of a sea-mortar. 
From die long continuance and succes- 
sive loud reports it was thought they 
must have sustained great loss, not only 
of ammunition, but of men, as the 
splinters were seen, with glasses, to 
range much farther tiian the ^t 
where the detachment first assembled ; 
and remarkable economj^ was after- 
wards observed in tiie article of shells. 

The following day, a line-of-battle 
ship, proceeding from P<Hnt Mala to 
the eastward, was fired upon frt>m the 
garrison, and obliged to put about and 
anchor at Algeziras. A fiag of truce 
came the day after to tiie New mole, to 
know the cause of our firing upon her, 
being a Neapolitan man-of-war. The 
governor answered^ that the first shot 
was to bring her to; which she not 
obeying, every succeeding one was fired 
to sink her. The night of the llHi, 
the gun and mortar boats, according to 
custom, bombarded llie camp, killdl a 
child, and wounded a woman. They 
retired much sooner than usual ; which 
we attributed to their having received 
some damage, as our grape was heard 
to strike them. We returned 96 
rounds of various kinds. Their land 
batteries, during the attack, directed 
their fire principally towards the King's 
bastion, and atbng lie line-wall in town, 
whence, they observed, we for some 
time past generally fired when ibey 
came over. The 14th being the anm- 
versary of Corpus Christi, the festival 
was noticed by the enemy's diippintf 
with the usual flags of decoration, and 
the customary salutes : repeated volleys 
were likewise discharged from the lines ; 
which, being unexpected on our side, 
killed and wounded several. 

Though their bombardment in gene- 
ral, at this period, scarcely exceeded 
4.50 rounds in 24 hours, yet the bat- 
teries at Willis's, notwithstanding the 
recent repairs, were again greatiy da- 
maged. The enemj's shot, though 
fired at so great a distance, frequency 
pierced seven solid foet of sand-bag 
work. To obviate this, strong wooden 
frumes, called caissons, were constructed 
of the same dimensions as the merlons ; 
which, when well rammed with day, 
and covered in front and on the top 
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with junk cat' in lengths fw the pnr- 
pose, were expected to resist better than 
the temfrararr repairs that had been 
done daring the severity of the enemy's 
fire. The enemy also adopted the 
same mode in capping the muerlons of 
Fort St Barbara. 

A flag of trace, on the ]5th,infbrmed 
OS that two shi^ had been captared 
leaving the garrison, and that the pri- 
soners were ready to be sent in. The 
Fortune sloop, in consequence, the next 
day brought over 141 English and 
Jews, men, women, and children. It 
was remarked that the enemy the preced- 
ing day continued their bombardment 
during the flag of trace; but a strict 
cessation was observed this day, owing, 
as we ima^^ned, to some represen- 
tations. We observed, on the 20th, 
a new camp of 1 12 tents in the rear of 
Barcelo's battery, north of Algeziras. 
The day following, Montague's bastion 
was opened on the enemy, as parties 
were repairing the St Carlos's battery. 

The bombardment now decreased 
daily. The fire of the enemy was 
chiefly directed to our upper batteries, 
for the town was almost a heap of 
ruins : they sometimes threw a lon^ 
ranger; but these shells seldom did 
any injury. The night of the 24th, 
the gun-boats fired upon the camp, but 
at such a distance, that littie damage 
was received, though they expended 
400 shot and 70 shells. We returaed 
88 rounds, principally small shells, 
whose fuses were so accurately cut, as 
to break just over the boatss. The 27th, 
we observed another encampment (ca- 
pable of quartering two^ battalions) at 
the tower between the river Palmones 
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion 
that this camp, with that at Barcelo's 
battery, was occupied by militia. The 
gun and mortar lx)ats again bombarded 
our camp about midnight for two 
hours: tiiey then made their usual 
signal, and as we imagined, were gone 
back; but soon after, they returned, 
and, recommencing a brisker fire than 
before, killed and wounded 12 or 14, 
the greatest number of which were of 
the 39th regiment This was the most 
important loss which our troops had 
yet experienced from the gun-boats; 



bat we oondnded ourselTes ih some 
degree fortunate in not sufiering more 
considerably; as most of the regiments, 
imagining the bombardment over Ibr 
the night, were in bed when Ihey re- 
turned. 

The disagreeable and frequent repe- 
tition of these attacks prompted die 
goveraor to adopt, if possible, some ex- 
pedients to annoy the enemy's camp in 
return. The distance was coneexved 
to be within the range of shells fhxa 
the Old mole head : accordingly a 13- 
inch searmortar was remoT^ to tiie 
extremity; and ox cannon, five 32- 
pounders and one 18-poander, w^ereat 
the same time sunk in the sand behind 
the Old mole, and then secured with 
timber, &c. at different degrees of ele- 
vation. These arrangements had been 
for some time in agitation ; and being 
now completed, he determined to make 
the experiment About 10 o'clock in 
the forenoon of the 28ih, six rounds 
were discharged f]*om each: tiiree of 
the shells burst in the enemy's camp, 
and one over it The other two ex- 
ploded in their passage: all the shot 
went home. A battalion of Spanish 
guards, happening to be under arms, 
were greatly alarmed, and dispersed 
three different times: at length they 
were assembled, and marched off toward 
the left This beiagonly intended as an 
experiment, the artillery soon ceased 
firing; but it is fiercely possible to 
express the general satis&ction which 
this success m£^ised through the garri- 
son. The mortar was loaded with 
from 30 lbs. to 28^ lbs. of powder at the 
usual elevation; the 32-ponnder with 
14, and the 18 with 9 lbs. of pow- 
der; all the latter at an elevation of 42 
degrees. 

The governor, beside this plan of re- 
taliation, devised other schemes to 
cover and protect his camp, if posable, 
from futare attacks. Two brigs were 
ordered to be cut down and converted 
into prames, each to carry finir or 
five heavy cannon; which were to be 
moored between the New mole and 
Ragged Staff, at such distance from the 
works as to be easily protected, and 
yet &r enough out to keep their boats 
at a respectfbl distance. AftifioeR 
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ftkm tiie (j;afrisoii asbitited the nsrvy la 
fktlng (Alt tkesd inessels. One of tii«m 
being flfiisbed previous to Ibe beftx^- 
metktiotted exprnment, -was moored at 
€he distance of about half mtnket^sbot 
from the New mole head. She was 
named the V^goard,- moonted two 
Spanish 26-poaiMler6> and two twelves, 
and was ngsed like a settee. The 
enemy'a Squadron* on the 29th, was re- 
kifoToed with five x^heques and two 
galleys, from the east. At night sailed 
a racket for Faro, in Portugal. 

The Snd July, additional tents were 
pitched at the new camp near the tower, 
north of Algeairas. About one in the 
morning of th&- 41h, tiie gun-boats re- 
peated their attack; but contrary to 
their former custom, numbers of theit 
shot and shells fell amongst the ship- 
{Hng. The Porcupine frigate^ Sir 
Oiaorles Knowles, Bart., and an Indian 
man, each received a shot; and the 
Bnllianf s bottom Was struck with a 
splinter of a shell, which burst under 
her ; but no particular damage was re- 
ceived in the garrison, except two men 
being slightly wounded. The gover* 
nor retaliated bv ordering six rounds 
of shot and she! Is to be fired into tiielr 
camp, from the guns and sea-mortars 
at iHd Old mole: the cannon w«re 
pointed indiscriminately for the camp ; 
bat the mortars Were laid for the fas- 
cine and artillery parks. One of the 
shells set fire to a hut, and alarmed 
them exceedingly. As the governor 
now determined to retaliate in this 
manner, we were in hopes it would 
deter them fh>m so frequently disturb- 
ing us. 

The enemy contsBued making ga- 
bions, and bringing much wood into 2ie 
camp: on the other hand, our people 
were employed in repairs, and addi- 
tions to the works. Traverses were 
erected at the Roysl battery, and parties 
wereemi^oyedon the north fh>nt, fbom 
ihe rock gun to the Old mole head. 
The 10th, a brig coming in from 1^ 
east was taken by the enemy's cruisers, 
wfaidi Ibr some weeks ps»t had agstin 
kept a very vigilant look-out. The 
crew however escaped to the rock ; and 
they had thrown the letters over-boaid 
heme they abandoned the vesasL 



TlM bombardmoit, which, by almost 
imperceptible degrees, had been de- 
creasing, on the 12th neariy ceased. 
The cannon in their seven and fowc- 
teen-gon batteries were all drawn back, 
to fhdlitate, as we imagined, the re- 
pairing of the platforms and inner part 
of the batteries. The 13th some troops 
at the tower decamped, and in a few 
days afterwards a regiment marched 
away from lins Algeziras camp. The 
15th two settees and a brig sailed from 
Pmnt Mala with gabions to the west 
One vessel had sailed thence on the 
13th. These materials, we oonjec^ 
tured, were for some new works in 
the nei0:hbourhood; but we were afteN 
wards inlbrmed that they were taken 
to Minorca, and were used in the*ap- 
proaches carried on against St. Philip's. 
Their firing was now confined to the 
ni^t, and unless we provoked themi, 
seSroely ever exceeded thirty rounds. 

The Spazdsh general Visited the lines 
on the 18th ; but a fire breaking out in 
his camp, he returned immediately on 
its appearance. In the evening the 
caissons for the Queen's battery being 
carried up to Willis's, and the sand- 
bags brought from Pocoroca clay-pit, 
the engineers at dusk, with a party of 
380 men, began to re-estabbsh the 
merlons; and% the morning gun-fire 
of the Idth the old sand-bags were re- 
moved, the caissons placed, and filled 
with day, sand, and junk, and the bat- 
tery made fit for the reception of artil- 
lery. The governor was present the 
whole time, and expressed the highest 
approbation of the dili^nce and activity 
of the party. The caissons were made 
of oak timber, joined by strong iron 
bolts. Whilst they were at work the 
gun-boats fired upon the camp, and 
were seconded by the land batteries on 
the town: a hundred and thirty-two 
rounds were returned on the boats, and 
sixteen dieils Awwn into the enemy's 
camp. One of the artillery and one at 
the 73rd regiment were wounded. 

The morning of the 20th the enemy 
fired a salute from the lines, followed 
by a feu-de-joie from the army drawn 
up in two lines in front of their camp, 
oonclodtng with a grand discharge from 
their shippiBg and small craft at AJge*- 
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ziras. The troops in garrison changed 
qnartem on the 21st: the 391h and 
Hardenbei^s regiments reliered the 
72nd, and other detachments in King^s 
and Montague's bastions, Waterport 
casemate, and Picket yard. The 58th, 
72nd, and 73rd regiments encamped ; 
the 12th regiment remained on their 
ground, and the 56th, Reden's, and La 
Motte's oocapied the South barracks 
and other quarters. The enemy on the 
same day decamped firam the ground 
north of Algeziras. Brigadier Ross 
sailed on the night of the 22nd in a 
boat to Faro, in his route to England ; 
and the following day a privateer ar- 
rived in eight days from Mahon, with 
a racket. Two days afterwards a boat 
arrived from Portugal. The patron 
informed us that the army at that time 
before Gibraltar principally consisted 
of militia regiments, the regular troops 
having embarked for the West Indies : 
he further said, that the Spanish fleet 
had sailed from Cadiz on a cruise. 
Soon after this boat arrived a large 
fleet of upwards of seventy sail ap- 
peared fh)m the west : when abreast of 
Europa we discovered amongst them a 
ship of the line, two frigates, two cut- 
ters, a bomb-ketch, and several armed 
vessels: they did not display any 
colours. This proved aflerwar<& to be 
the fleet which blockaded Mahon, and 
conveyed the troops which besieged 
Fort St Philip, under the command of 
the Due de Crillon, and captured the 
island of Minorca. 

Our camp was alarmed on the 27th 
with the report that the gun-boats 
were approaching. The batteries were 
manned, and the regiments assembled ; 
but the enemy not appearing, they re- 
turned to quarters. The signals for 
seeing the boats in future were ordered 
to be a false fire, and two guns from the 
shipping. 

August was introduced by an attack 
fit)m the gun-boats. They came upon 
us by surprise ; for we had no sicrnal 
from our guard-bc»its. This was after- 
wards accounted for by the enemy 
having taken a circle ; by which means 
our guard-boats, when they began to 
fire, were without, and the gun-boats 
between them and the garrison. Our , 



fire in return was well served, and ap- 
peared to do some execution: twelve 
liurge shells and fifteen shot were likf^ 
wise thrown into the camp iaom iba 
Old mole : several of the fiHiiMr burst 
just as they fell, oonsequendy promised 
to do mischief Their land batteries 
seconded the fire from tlie sea, hot we 
did not experience any casualties. Two 
days afterwards the omer prame, called 
the Repulse, mounting five twoaty-six 
pounders, was moored about mnsket- 
shot to the southward of the VaDgnaid, 
and the same distance from our bat- 
teries. These vessels were of such 
annoyance to their boats, that whilst 
they remained out, we never afterwards 
were so much disturbed at the south- 
ward. 

The artillery at Willis's endeavoured 
on the 4th to set fire to the canes and 
weeds in the gardens ; bat they were 
too full of sap to take fire. This at- 
tempt attracted a brisk cannonade for 
some time from the enemy. Early in 
the morning of the 6th a shell fell into 
a tent behind General La Motte's quar- 
ters, at the southward, in wliich were 
two men of the 58th, asle^. Tliey 
were not awakened by its &U; but a 
Serjeant in an adjacent tent heard it» 
and ran near forty yards to a place of 
safety, when he recollected the situa« 
tion of his fiiends. Thinking the shell 
had fallen blind, he returned and 
awakened them: both inunediately 
rose, but continued by the place, de- 
bating on the narrow escape they had 
had, when the shell exploded, and 
forced them with great violence against 
the garden-wall, but miraculously did 
no further mischief than destroying 
everything in the tent. 

On the morning of the 7tb, before 
the haze was quite dispelled in die Gut, 
a signal for an enemy was made by the 
Spaniards at Cabrita Point. As the 
fog dispersed we discovered at a coa- 
siaerable distance a vessel becalmed, 
but rowing towards the ganison with 
the current Fourteen gon-boats were 
then advancing from A^eziras to inr 
tercept her : upon which Captain Curtis, 
of the Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles 
Knowles, with three bai^^es, to en- 
deavour to get alcnigside, aod receive 
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any dispatches the vessel might have 
on board, whilst he attended the tow- 
ing out of the Vangnard and Repulse 
prames, to cover them and protect her. 
Sir Cluirles personally executed his 
orders^ and returned with a packet for 
tbe governor. The vessel by this time 
was about a league and a half from the 
garrison, and Sie headmost gun-boat 
within sAiot, advandng apparently with 
an intent to board : stopping, however, 
at the distance of a few hundred yards, 
she pom^ in a dischar^ of round 
and grape shot, and was immediately 
secondea b^ her consorts astern. The 
vessel, which we now discovered to 
be a king's sloop-of-war, returned the 
salute wiSi a broadside, and musketry 
from her quarter-deck ; and a spirited 
action commenced. Appearances at 
this juncture were so greatly in favour 
of the Spaniards, that tiie garrison gave 
np the sloop for lost Becalmed a 
league from the rock, and fourteen 
gun-boats, each carrying a twenty-six 
pounder, fhll of men, cannonading her 
on every side with grape and round 
shot; a xebeque also bearing down 
with a ffentle breeze, were circum- 
stances which seemed to preclude the 
possibility of escape. After maintain- 
ing, however, a very warm, judicious, 
and well-fierved fire, often obliging the 
boats to retire, the westerly breeze at 
last reached her ; and not long after- 
wards she was safe under our guns. 
She proved to be the Helena sloop- 
of-war, fourteen small guns, Captam 
Roberts, in fourteen days from Eng- 
land. Her loss during wis action was 
much less than could have been pos- 
sibly imagined, when we considered 
the showers of grape and round shot 
that every instant surrounded her : she 
had only one killed and two wounded ; 
but her upper rigging and sails were 
much cut and injured. We attributed 
the hall's being scarcely touched to the 
eonstruction of the gun-boats; for, 
being originally intended to annoy at a 
distance, their cannon could not be de- 
pressed. Tlie enemy however did not 
escape so well : numbers were seen to 
drop in the boats from the musketry 
of ute sloop, and several wero towed 
off disabled; which were very con- 



vincing proo& that their loss was con- 
siderable. 

A settee was taken on the 12th by the 
enemy's cruisers. The crew, except- 
ing ttiree Jew passengers, escaped to 
the garrison: they informed us that 
great preparations were making in the 
French and Spanish ports for some 
grand expedition : the object was how- 
ever kept secret; but many at Minorca 
suspected St. Philip's to be the place. 

The enemy^s bombardment, if we 
may now call it by that name, scarcely 
exceeded, at this time, three shells in 
the 24 hours, which the soldiers (con- 
jecturing that some allusion might be • 
intended, by that superstitious nation, 
to the sacred Trinity) jocosely, though 
pro&nely termed. Father, Son, and 
Holy Gnost. It is not indeed alto- 
gether improbable that the Spaniards 
might entertain some bigoted respect 
for that mystical number, and, con- 
sidering the British in the light of 
heretics, might apprehend some efficacy 
from it, in &e great work of converting 
the garrison to the Catholic faith : at 
leas^ it is difficult, on any more reason- 
able ground, to account for their ex- 
actly continuing to fire neither moro 
nor less, for so considerable a period. 

The mention of this circumstance 
brings to my recollection another, of a 
ridiculous nature, which serves to de- - 
monstrate the thoughtlessness of the 
Enelish soldiers, who can jest in the hour 
of danger, and indulge their prejudices • 
at the expense of what other nations, 
however differing in sentiment, gene- 
rally agree to hold in a degree of 
respect It is first to be remembered, 
that, according to the articles of capitu- 
lation by which the garrison was sur- 
rendered to Admiral Sir George Rooke, 
it was stipulated that the inhabitants 
should be tolerated in their religion: 
the old Spanish church was therefore 
continued as a place of worship for 
those of the Roman Catholic persua- 
sion, and, as is usual in Roman Ca- 
tholic churches, was decorated, amongst 
others, with figures, as large as life, of 
our Saviour and the Virgin Mary. 

At the commencement of the firing, 
when the soldiers were engaged in a 
succession of irregularities, a party of 
C2 
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amem assembled in the Spanish chnreh, 
to caroose and be merry. In the midst 
of their jollity, the image of the Virgin 
Msnr was observed in Sie mins by one 
of the party, who instantly proposed, 
as a pieee of fan, to place her ladyBhip 
in the wMrligig.* The scheme seemed 
to meet with general approbation, till 
one, wiser than the rest, stxipped them 
with a remark, that it would ill become 
them, as military men, and particularly 
Bnglkhmen, to punish any person with- 
out a trial. A comt-martial come* 
qviently sat; with mock ceremony ; and 
her ladyship was ^ud gnilty of 
^^ttnkenness, debauchery, and odier 
high crimes, and condemned to liie 
wmrligig, whither she was immedi- 
ately carried in procession. The go- 
Temor (who, Aotwitlistanding the fir- 
ing, regularly attended the parade), at 
goard-mountuie discovered the poor 
Virgin in confinement; but expTKsed 
his disapptx>ba1aon of the action, and 
ordered her inetantly to be removed to 
the White Content, where, by the bye, 
she was by no means exempt from 
fiifther insult and disgrace. If a bi- 
goted ^>aniard could have beheld this 
tvansacQon, he probably would hav« 
thought the Englirii if^yrse than here- 
tics; and would have ooncluded, that 
their imf^ety oould not fhil to attract 
the special vengeance of Heaven. 

The night of the 15tfa, the gufi and 
n^rtar boats bomba^ed our camp; 
their disposition extending from off Lit- 
tle bay to the Old mole head : their fire, 
as had been the custom fi>r some time 
befoi'e, was seconded by a brisk can- 
nonade from the lines, which was 
very judiciously served* Many of their 
shells burst in the air, over our ship- 
ping; but the shi^ continued silent. 
Our artillery retaliated from the Old 
mole head, and smcdl shells were dis- 
charged from the elevated guns, which 
seemed to answer very well. One of 
the 72nd regiment was killed ; two of 
the artillery, and two of the 73rd, with 
a hoy, an inhabitant, were wounded. 
In Ihis attack, a shell fell atnongst 

* A machine erected at the bottom of the 
Grand parade, for the punishment of scolding 
women, or others gailty of trifling misde- 
tteanon. 



some naval stores^ in a gitmnd-ward 
of the Naval hospital; and the most 
dreadfiil consequences might have been 
expected from this accident^ if the fire 
had not been hapinlv extingtndMd by 
the picket, which Ibe governor had 
ordered, some time before, to assemUe 
here, to prevent, if possible, soch c»- 
soalties*. The other pieket, >priiich 
mounted at the southward^ was sta* 
tioned for the same purpose at the 
New mole. 

A schooner arrived from ¥no eo 
the 171^ with fruit, oakms, and sah. 
In the evening, a flag of truoe came 
ftt»m the enemy, in answer to omv of 
the preoedh^ day. The day follow- 
ing, another boat arrived frx>m Faro: 
she brought a packet, with some pri- 
vate letters frx>m Lisbon, which inti- 
nmted the probability of omr vraeivittg 
a visit from the combined fleet, then 
cruising off Cadiz. At mAt seven! 
gtms were heard in the Got, and a 
number of signals made at the point. 
The eaoeeeding morning, hia Ma- 
jesty's cutter the Kite arrived from 
England, witii duplicatea of the He- 
lena's dispatches. In her passi^^ she 
engaged a French cotter of 20 guns, 
and had tiiree men killed and six 
wounded. The enemy's eraisen en- 
deavoured to interoept her, but were 
driven to leeward. A boat ako a>^ 
rived about the same time fr«n Rir- 
ttt«l. 

The firing from the garrison now 
varied accorainff as the enemy's par- 
ties presented uemselves : at tins pe- 
riod the^ were busy in repairing F^rt 
St Philip, and iu securtng their woiks 
against tiie approaching rainy season. 
Our engineers were repairing tiie com- 
munications and batteries at Willis's, 
&c A soldier of the 79td deserted to 
the enemy the 25th: he had been 
absent from his corps five days, during 
which time he had concealed hinsdf 
ou the rock. Hunger probally ] 



iug him, he determined to make a 
bold attempt to get off: acccMiiingly 
stuffing a sand-bag with grass, lie 
came to Landport, and plaemg, unob- 
served, the bag upon the spikes of the 
palisades, jumped, unhurt, <m the 
glacis; then running over tin cause- 
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way, he soon cleared Baynaide barrier, 
aody thoagh soony hundred rounds of 
musketry were fired from Laadiport and 
the lioes guards, he escaped. . He was 
the ^ivrth loan lost by desertion in the 
coarse of six wedks. 

ISb^Ij the 27th, four speu, who had 
bee9 impresseid from a priY&teeT in the 
bay* deserted from the Biepulse prame. 
The next morning we were yisited 
^gfun by the gun and mortar beats; 
bat they scarcely staid one-third of 
their fitrmer time. We returned 9 
shot and 58 shells, which, from the 
shrieks £(nd* piteous cries we heard, 
mwi have done exeeuticm. We. an- 
noyed them in camp from the Old 
mole, as usual; and the artillery at- 
tempted to reach them from Willis's, 
but in vain. In this attack a wounded 
matross was killed by a shell in the 
hospital. The circumstances attending 
this man's case are so melancholy and 
affecting, that I cannot pass them over 
in silence. Some time previous to this 
event, he had been so uulucky as to 
break his thigh : being a man of great 
spirits* he ill brooked the confinement 
which his case demanded, and exerted 
himself to get abroad, that he might 
^joy the benefit of the fresh air in the 
court of the hospital : unfortunately, in 
<»ie of his playful moments, he fell, 
and was obliged to take to his bed 
again. He was in this situation when 
a shell from the mortar boats fell into 
the ward, and rebounding, lodged upon 
him. The convalescents and sick, in 
the same room, instantly summoned 
i^rength to crawl out on hands and 
knees, while the fuse was burning; but 
this wretched victim was kept down 
by the weight of the shell, which, 
aher some seconds, burst, took off both 
his legs, and searched him in a dreadfhl 
manner: but, what was sdll more 
hf(mid, he survived the explosion, and 
was sensible to the very moment that 
death relieved him from his misery. 
His last words were expressive of re- 
X that he had not been killed on the 



The enemy's attention to the block- 
ade seemed now to be revived. Their 
eruiseiB were increased, and constantly 
on the watch. The force in the bay 



at this time was one ship of the line, a 
xebeque having a broad pendant, a fri- 
gate, and five ^cheques, with the gun 
and mortar bents, and small armed 
(sraft The arrangement of these ves- 
sels for the purpose of blockading the 
garrison appeared to be as follows :-^ 
When the wind was west, two xe- 
beques and four gun->boats anchored at 
Cabrita Point, cruising at night at the 
entrance of the bay and in the straits ; 
when easterly, the frigate, xebeques, 
and four gun-boats cruised some be- 
tween Ceuta and Enropa, and others in 
.the Gut ; one xebeque was generally 
observed to lie-to off Europa Point, at 
the entrance of the bay. Though diifi 
disposition apparently obstructed all 
interoourse between the garrison and 
our friends in Portugal and Mincnroa, 
yet (^portunities sometimes occurred 
when boats slipped out unobserved, and 
returned with the same success. 

The evening of the 30th, the enemy's 
cannonade, which, except when the 
boats fired on our camp, seldom ex- 
ceeded three shells in the 24 hours, 
was pretty smart for an hour or two, 
occasioned by our firing on their work- 
ing parties. Such starts of retaliation 
they were often provoked to by our aa- 
noying their workmen in the batteries. 

The prames had been found so use- 
ful that, in the beginning of September, 
the navy began to fit up the Fortune 
sloop, in order to add to their numb^. 
The 5th, a flag of truce from the enemy 
brought over — t^t— Pratts, an inhabit- 
ant of Gibraltar, who had been taken 
by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, 
about 12 months before, and whom, as 
it was said, the enemy for some time 
had objected to exchange. By this 
man we were infbrmed that the Due 
de Crillon, with 10,000 men, had 
landed at Minorea, and that it was 
reported he was to be Joined by a 
French army from Toulon. The even- 
ing of the 7th, the captain at Willis's 
again endeavoured to set fire to the 
weeds, &c. in the gardens, which, from 
their height, affwded great cover to 
the enem/s advanced sentries ; and in 
executing these orders a brisk can- 
nonade was returned by the enemy, 
which continned till daybreak. Oor 
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earcasses and light balls frequentlj 
took effect, but the canea were too green 
to be burnt to any purpose. In the 
course of this firing, several shot from 
the lines ransed as &r as the South 
barracks and New mole. Great num- 
bers of gabions were now observed in 
the enemy's fiiscine park. 

The evening of the 12th, they fired 
a graod salute from their lines and 
shipping, and a feu-de-joie in camp. 
Alter the salute, they continued to can- 
nonade from the lines, though for some 
days before they had only fired their 
mystical number, three, in the 24 hours. 
We imagined this salute to be on ac^ 
count of the Due de Crillon having 
gained some advantage at Minorca. 
In the course of their firing, on the 
15th, a circumstance happened similar 
to one which occurred m May, and 
both of them may be considered as ex- 
traordinarv. A shell from the lines 
fell upon the rock, above the Bed sands, 
and glanced off in a direction nearly at 
right angles with its range : it rolled 
to the bottom of the Princess of Wales's 
lines, burst on the platform of one of 
the d2-pounders, and a splinter cutting 
the apron of the gun, fired it off. The 
shot took away the railing at the foot 
.of the glacis, and lodged in the line- 
wall near Bagged Staff'. 
. We observed, on the 16th, that the 
enemy, during the preceding night, 
had thrown up three banks of sand in 
zigzags, beginning at the centre of the 
fourth branch of approach, which 
seemed intended as a line of direction 
for a new communication to the St 
Carlos's battery. In the evening, 
the governor ordered the artillery 
to direct a brisk fire on this work, 
which was continued till daybreak 
of the 17th. The enemy returned 
the fire reluctantly, from a wish, 
as we imagined, not to increase 
ours. The next morning, we observed 
they had retained the sand thrown up 
the preceding night with casks; and 
from the materials seen in the vicinity 
of the works, other additions seemed 
intended to be made. At night, Crou- 
chett's howitzer battery and Montague's 
bastion were opened, and, with Willis's, 
&c., were kept constantly going. About 



midnif ht the gun-boats, attended by a 
bomb4[etch, as we conjectured, came 
over, and, contrary to their former 
practice, directed meir fire towards 
Willis's, the lines, and north end of tbe 
town. So determined were they to 
land their shells, that one went over 
the rock, and many fell on the hill; 
and, in attempting to imitate us in 
bursting their shells in the air, several 
exploded in their mortars. 'I^ey staid 
two hours and a half, and expended 
130 shells and 87 shot, and their land 
batteries were not so sparing as the 
night before. We returned a smart 
fire on both sea and land, and retaliated 
on their camp, as usual. 

A shell, during the above attack, 
fell in an embrasure opposite the King's 
lines bomb-proof, killed one of the 
73rd, and wounded another of tiie 
same corps. The case of the latter 
was singular, and will serve to enforce 
the maxim, that, even in the most dan- 
gerous cases, we should never devoir 
of a recovery whilst life remains. This 
unfortunate man was knocked down by 
the wind of the shell, which, instantly 
bursting, killed his companion, ana 
mangled him in a most dreadfrxl man- 
ner. His head was terribly fractured, 
his left arm broken in two places, one 
of his legs shattered, the skin and 
muscles torn off part of his ri^t hand, 
the middle finger broken to pieces, and 
his whole body most severely bndsed, 
and marked with gunpowder. He pre- 
sented so horrid an object to the sur- 
geons, that they had not the smallest 
hopes of saving his life, and were at a 
loss what part to attend to first. He was 
that evening trepanned, a few days Bfbsr- 
wards his leg was amputated, and other 
wounds and fractures dressed. Beii^; 
possessed of a most excellent consti- 
tution, nature performed wonders in his 
&vour, and in eleven weeks the cure 
was completely effected. His name is 
Donald Boss, and he long continued to 
enjoy his sovereign's bounty in a pen- 
sion of 9d. a day for life. A non-com- 
missioned officer of artiUerjr alao lost 
his thigh on Montague's basticm ; and a 
private of the 12 th re^ment bodi lus 
legs : the latter died soon after the am- 
putation was performed. 
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The morning of the 18th, a deserter 
from the Spanish guards came in from 
the St Carlos's battery. He was pursued 
by four of the enemy, but in vain. He 
gave information of the enemy's inten- 
tion to erect some new batteries. About 
ten o'clock in the evening, a shell from 
the lines fell into a house opposite the 
King's bastion, where the town-major. 
Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles, of the 39th regiment, 
were sitting. The shell took oft' Major 
Burke's thigh, afterwards fell through 
the floor into the cellar; there it burst, 
and forced the flooring, with the unfor- 
tunate major, to the ceiling. When 
assistance came, they found Major 
Burke almost buried amongst the ruins 
of the room. He was instantly con- 
veyed to the hospital, where he died 
soon after the wounded part was am- 
putated, much lamented by his friends 
as an amiable and worthy member of 
society, and by the governor as an 
indefatigable officer. Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles had time to escape be- 
fore the shell burst : they were never- 
theless slightly wounded by the splin- 
ters; as were a seijeant of the d9th, 
and his daughter, who were in the cel- 
lar underneath when the shell entered. 
Thi6 house had escaped almost un- 
touched during the warmest period of 
the bombardment, till this unfortunate 
shell fell in, which deprived the gai'ri- 
6on of this active and valuable officer. 

The enemy did not increase their 
works the succeeding day, but de- 
bouched the fourth branch of the ap- 
proach about the centre. In the even- 
ing, the Helena and Eate, with a 
privateer, left the bay for England, 
and a schooner for Portugal. Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th, who had lost his 
leg, and the invalids, went home in the 
former. Our firing was increased at 
night by the Catidan batteries; and 
Croachetfs was still kept open. The 
20lhy Cantain Fowlis, of the 73rd, was 
appointed town-major. 

Our working parties were emjployed 
by the en^neers, on the 21st, in re- 
pairiuff Prmoess Caroline's batterer, at 
WilliB s, which, owinff to the spirited 
behaviour and example of the officers, 
was cleared, the caissons jflaced, filled, 



and the battery completed, before night, 
under . a most heavy fire from the 
enemy. When the work was finished, 
the party desired to give three cheers, 
but they were overruled by the captain 
of artillery, who recommended to salute 
the enem jr with three rounds from each 
gun; which was immediately put in 
execution. The party had not a' man 
materially hurt dining the warm can- 
nonade; but, in returning to be dis- 
missed, a seijeant of La Motte's, who 
had braved the dangers of the day, was 
killed by a random shot below the 
artillery guard. Our firing continued 
with great vivacity on the 22nd, parti- 
cularly with small shells fix)m the 
Royal battery, Willis's, and Montague's 
bastion. These were kept going in the 
day ; and at night these batteries, with , 
the Catalans, <>ouchett's, and batteries 
at the entrance of the lines, were in 
action. The enemy, in return, were 
not sparing of ammunition : in the pre- 
ceding 24 hours they fired 775 shot, 
and 57 shells. The garrison discharged 
773 rounds of different species. 

The enemy's new works were erected 
with casks, covered and retained by 
fiiscines, with sand in the front About 
200 men appeared to be employed in 
the da^; but they were often compelled 
to retire, our ordnance was so well 
served and directed. The gun-boats, 
on the morning of the 24th, visited us 
as usual; and it was thought that a 
bomb-k^tch again attended them. They 
pointed their fire principally towards 
the Victualling-omce, in town, and 
Willis's: some shells fell in the New 
mole, but few ashore at the southward. 
We returned their fire, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, 
the fascine capping of the merlons of 
Fort Barbara took &e from the enemy's 
guns, and burnt extremely fierce. The 
officer at Willis's immediatelv directed 
a brisk fire on the fort, which the go- 
vernor afterwards increased by opening 
the Grand battery. The firing, how- 
ever, from the latter did not answer so 
well as was expected, owing, perhaps, 
to the unevenness of the platforms, 
which were of stone, and mudi worn. 
Nevertheless, the enemy were obliged 
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to eTsouale die fort witboui eztingiiisb* 
ing the fire. At day tnreak we mw only 
five iiuciiie merlons standing; the other 
seven were all destroyed, witi^ some 
gun-oarriages, trsrerses on the raflb> 
part, and jEucine-work in the ditch. 
We imagined that this aooident would 
render the fort useless for some time ; 
but they convineed vs that our oonela- 
sions were ppsmatiiie» hr firing, pro- 
bably out of braTBde, a fow shot in the 
course of the day, which killed one of 
the 98th, and woqnded another. In 
the morning, about seyen, the Flying- 
fish cutter, of 20 ^s, arrived with 
ordnance stores and intrenching tools; 
she informed us that ffoyemment had 
engaged 20 cutters, of her force, for 
the same purpose. A xebeque and four 
gon-boats opposed her passage, but in 
vain. 

The 26th, Lieut Clarke, of the .56th, 
died of a decline. In the course of tiie 
day, the enemy began to clear Fort 
BariMira, and in the evening to lay 
ftscines (a great number of which irere 
in the neighbourhood of the fort) to- 
wards repairing it. Our fire continued 
to be well directed, and considerably 
annoyed them. The 27th, a man was 
discovered near Catalan bay, by the 
guard at Middle-hill. A party of the 
navy immediately went round, and 
took him up. He proved to be a de- 
serter from the 72nd regiment ; but the 
wretch was so fiimish^ with hunger, 
and so bruised in getting; down the 
rock, that his life was (Kspaired of. 
The 28th, the enemy c^ped two mer- 
lons of Port Barbara. Their parties 
were very dilieent in making gabions 
and ftscines ; the former, we ima^ned, 
were removed, as they were finished, 
to the lines and advanced works, as we 
had observed several behind the fourth 
and fifth branches of the approach. 
This circumstance, with their unusual 
activity in completing others, confirmed 
our late intelligence, that they intended 
additional batteries near the St Car- 
los's. 

The firing from the garrison now 
exceeded 700 rounds in the 24 hours ; 
and the enemy frequently returned 
800, and sometimes more. Our casual- 
ties consequently began again to be 



pretty frequent amcrngst our parties, 
which, in a great measure, waa cmmg 
to the want of pmdeooe in the cmo, 
who were become so habituated Id the 
enemy's fire as scarcely to regard thnr 
shot ; and in feet, if a sheU were si^ 
their foot, it was almott ncomaf y for 
the officers to caution them to svoid its 
effects. It was really wonderful to 
behold with what un<Uimted eooloess 
they persisted in their serenl oeoupa- 
tions, though exposed to the enemas 
whole artillery : indeed tiie genevahty 
appeared totally ealloua to evoy sense 
of danger. 

Both sides continued iiidefirtigaWe in 
their operations. The enemy finoriwd 
two or three merlons in F<»t Barbara, 
erected traverses near the tow«r, in the 
rear of the new communioatiim, snd 
were continually bringing lugeqnan^ 
titles of fosses, &c. to die lines. On 
the other hand, our engineers eaiasoned 
the terraee batteries, replaced the sand- 
bags before the merlons of the Qaeen's 
bi^ry, and had parties dailr employed 
in repairs. Hie 30th, a soldier of the 
72nd lost his legs by a shot from Fort 
Barbara, from wllidi they c ontino ed 
occasionally to fire. He boreamputa* 
tion with prodigious firmness, but died 
soon afker, through the loss of blood, 
previous to his being brought to tiie 
hospital. This foot being represented 
to the governor, the Serjeants of the 
different regiments were ordered to at- 
tend the hospital, to be taught by the 
surgeons how to apply the tourniquets; 
which was afterwards pfroduetive cf 
very beneficial consec^uenoes. Tounn- 
ouets were also distributed to the dif* 
rerent guards, fo be at hand in ease of 
necessity. 

The enemjr for several days had 
made very little addition to the new 
communication, and the third retom 
appeared still unfinished. A party of 
the enemy was however discovered 
from Willises, on the evening <^ the 
1st of October, working to the west o( 
the St. Carlos battery ; and they per- 
sisting in their labour, our fire was in- 
crease from the batteries below, which 
brought on a warm return. At day- 
break we observed, at the extremity of 
the new approuch, a large epaufanen^ 
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of forty-five gabiona long, two in height, 
and four or five ia braulth. On the 
top YQi<e seveml layers of amd-bagB, 
MM sand was banked np to protect at 
in firoat It was aitoated within the 
weatam pi«c9 tfarmin of the St Car- 
los's battery* towards the beaeh» in a 
direction linning a very obtuse angle 
with the Izont of the above battery. 
Our engineers immediately agreed that 
tiiiy epanlment was intended lor mor- 
tars ; which indiieed the governor, in 
the eonrse of the 2nd, to order two 
^mbnbsnres (maaked at the Old. mole 
head, to cover the mortars which we 
nmaily fired into their camp) to be 
<^M»ed, and two howitzers to be kept 
in action from thenoe. At night, onr 
firing at intervals was so astonishingly 
brisk, that the whole north front, from 
the vock gun to the Mole head, was 
obscured in smoke. This fire was con* 
tinned, with little intermissioo, till 
daybreak ; and though the enemy did 
not return it warmly, they made up for 
their silence the sucoeedmg day. Dur- 
ing the 24 hours they discharged 1269 
lounds, and the preceding day 1948 ; 
which to us was a proof that they were 
considerably galled by our fire. 

We had observed, for some weeks, 
a party of the enemy erecting a build- 
ing upon an eminence near the stone 
oganry, under the Queen of Spain's 
Chair, which at length turned out to be 
a signal tower ; but no use was made 
of it till the beginning of this month, 
when we discovered that it was in- 
truded to give infi)rmation to their 
batteries in the lines when our work- 
ing-partiea were going up the hill. On 
their marching up, the morning of the 
3rd, a signal was made fr^m the tower, 
and their batteries immediately in- 
ereased their fire on the heights: on 
their return in the evening* the signal 
was repeated. This practice they con- 
tinned for some time. At night, the 
body of a soldier of the 12th regiment, 
who attempted to swim to the enemy 
from Waterport, was discovered fioat- 
'va^ near the Repulse prame. The 
tailors on the watch, mnjpnmg some 
large fish had got foul of their cable, 
dartsd a harpoon into the body, but 
aoon Ibund out their mistake* The 



sueoeeding morning, we observed that 
the enemy had thrown up a cover fro9» 
the easlem shoulder of the new batt^y 
to the western magasine of the St Car- 
hMfa: they also raued a shoulder on the 
western extremity, and erected five tni* 
oversea in the rear. 

Our firing, on the 4th, was ordered 
to be diminished ; only Monta^e^s and 
the hill batteries wwe kept gomg: 1^ 
shot were now used, as the enemy 
seemed to pay little attention to them ; 
and we had ocular proofs daily of the 
annoytunce from the small shells, whidi 
immediately made them desist, and get 
under cover. The same day a mutiny 
was discovered on board his Majesty^ 
cutter the Speedwell, Lieut Gibson; 
and four of the ringleaders were seiaed 
and confined. The plan of this con- 
spiracy was to murder the officers of 
the watch, cut the cable, and ran away 
with the vessel to Algesiras, where they 
computed she would sell for a handsome 
sum, which was to be equally divided 
amongst the people interested, who were 
then to depart for England. Neav 
half the crew were concerned ; and the 
sam^ evening, if the wind continued 
favourable, ute scheme was to have 
been put in execution. Happily one of 
the party (I believe a Spanish deserter) 
confessed m time to render the whole 
abortive. It was ^mewhat singular 
^at Mr. Gibson had been so unfor* 
tunate, when in England, as to have the 
cutter he then commanded run away 
with^bv the crew into a French port, 
whilst he and his officers were ashore. 

The enemy, on the night of the 4tlw 
threw up a Ime of casks and sand, ex- 
tending upwards of 60 feet in a paral- 
lel line to the front of St Carlos^s. 
Some additions were also made to the 
new battery. The raising of the former 
work induced many to believe that 
they were come at last to the deter- 
mination of besie^g the garrison in 
form j and that this, with o2ier works 
to be erected, would be the first paral- 
lel of attack. It was a lucky circum- 
stance, in some rejects, to have an 
enemy so tardy in their operations. 
Our troops were now accustomed, by- 
six monUis' bombardment, to the dia- 
charge and effect of heavy artillery : 
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their firing had pointed out our weak 
plaoes, which the goyemor and engi- 
neers had been inde&tigable in strengUi- 
cniug, 80 that the garrison was now 
really in a better state of defence tlun 
at the commencement of the bombard- 
ment In the nights of the 5th and 6th, 
the parallel, as we called the line to the 
east, was extended about 100 feet, and 
the new mortar battery raised with 
Piscines. Small traverses were also 
made in the rear of the new approach 
from the fourth branch. 

The gun and mortar boats had now 
been ateent some time ; probably ow- 
ing to the repairs which the mortar 
boats necessarily demanded. On the 
erening of the 7th thev, however, re- 
newed their visit, much earlier than 
was cnstomanr, and staid upwards of 
two hours. Their shot seemed all di- 
rected at our prames, whilst their 
shells, the fuses of which were remark- 
ably dark, were thrown ashore. They 
fired about 300 shot and 23 shells, 
killed one of the 73rd, and wounded 
two of the 12th. We returned 43 
shot, 16 grape, and 279 shells. The 
8th, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar battery ; and from the 
pickets marked for the platforms, we 
concluded it would mount eight mor- 
tars. In the afternoon a shell fell into 
a house in town, in which Ensign 
Stephens, of the 39th, was sitdne : 
imagining himself not safe where he 
was, he quitted the ro(Mn to get^ to a 
more secure place ; but just as he passed 
the door the shell burst, and a splinter 
mortally wounded him in the reins, and 
another took off his leg. He was con- 
veyed to the hospital, and had suffered 
amputation before the surgeons dis- 
covered the mortal wound in his body. 
He died about seven o'clock, much re- 
gretted as a promising young officer. 

The enemy's parties appearing nu- 
merous withm the new works, our 
firing from the garrison was increased 
on the nth, and was as briskly re- 
turned. The governor, however, or- 
dered the artillery to be less profuse 
in future, unless some casualty de- 
manded an additional fire; for their 
loss, he was of opinion, bore no pro- 
portion to our expenditore. Our small 



shells were also decreasing very fast; 
and the enemy appeared too well 
covered with traverses in the new works 
to be much annoyed by them. The 
succeeding day our fire scarcely ex- 
ceeded a hundred rounds ; and the ene- 
my's was equally diminished. 

Their naval force before Gibraltar 
at this time was rather insignificant, 
though perfectly sufficient for tbe block- 
ade. Most of their xebeques had left 
the station, as we imagined, to block 
up Mahon ; and only one line-of-battle 
ship, one frigate, one xebeqne, and two 
bomb-ketches, with the small craft and 
gun-boats, remained in the bay. The 
13th, the governor ordered our lower 
batteries to be silent, in order to prove 
whether the enemy could be diverted 
from firing on the town, as their bat- 
teries, contrary to the usual practice of 
besiegers, seemed to be guided in a 
great measure by ours ; and the man- 
oeuvre had the desired effect. Their 
parties were now employed chiefly in 
finishing the interior part of the new 
mortar battery. 

. The garrison, on the 15th, fired only 
forty rounds ; and the enemy did not 
exceed double the number. The night 
of the 18th, they were heard hard at 
work; but this circumstance produced 
no additional fire from us, as our artil- 
lery had been limited to a certain 
quantity since the governor ordered 
tiie firing to decrease. The subsequent 
morning we observed they had erected 
a battery, of six embrasures, joining 
the second branch of the new com- 
munication, and bearing on Waterport 
and the town, about 1200 yards from 
the Grand battery : only four merlons 
appeared finished; the other three 
were in a rude state, with a number of 
fascines, pickets, and planks lying about 
the work, and at the debouchure of the 
fourth branch. The governor, in tbe 
morning of the 19th, ordered a warm 
fire on &e new battery, which the enemy 
instantiy returned. One of our car^ 
casses set fire to the first branch of the 
new approach, and it burnt for some 
time. The following morning we 
found they had removed the sand to 
extinguish the fire, and displaced 
many of the fsuBcineSy which, with other 
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materials, were lying in a confused 
manner in the vicinity of the breach. 

The night of the 20th, we were 
visited by the gun-boats; but their 
stay was much shorter than usual, 
owing to the springing up of a brisk 
easterly wind: one of their shells 
slightly wounded Assistant- engineer 
Evans. This attack, we imagined, was 
intended to engage our attention from 
the land side, where the enemy were 
heard busily at work ; it had no^ how- 
ever, that effect, as our batteries di- 
rected an additional fire, and continued 
it the whole night. At daybreak we 
found they had repaired tiie breach 
made by the fire, and strengthened the 
merlons of their gun battery with 
gabions and sand heaped up in fh>nt. 

The situation of this battery afforded 
a more serious appearance than any 
operations yet undertaken by the ene- 
my. Colonel Tovey, the commandant 
of artillery, therefore recommended to 
the governor to open upon it, without 
loss of time, from such heavy guns and 
howitzers as might be soon brought to 
bear upon it; assisted, at the same 
time, with some thirteen-inch shells, and 
a few red-hot shot from an eighteen- 
pounder or two. The following morn- 
ing tihe enemy had almost completed 
the battery; the governor was there- 
fore induced to comply with the repre- 
sentation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered 
the upper batteries, &c. to be opened 
on the enemy's works, and to continue 
to fire from his direction. About fbur 
o'clock in tiie afternoon of the 22nd 
(a captun and two subalterns, with the 
artillery picket, manning the lower 
batteries) the firing commenced, and 
was continued with unremitting spirit 
and regularity tiie remainder of the 
evening and night The enemy, in 
return, discharged repeated volleys from 
their lines ; but to litde purpose. Our 
artilleiy soon drove tiiem from tiie 
battery, which frequenUy was set on 
fire by the carcasses, but extinguished. 
On the morning of the 23rd we had 
the mortification to find, that, notwith- 
Ftanding the heavy fire kept up on it in 
the night, five of the embrasures were 
masked with saud-bags, to enable the 
whole better to resist the effect of our 



shells. The work was nevertiieless 
considerably damaged, though not in a 
degree equal to our expense in am- 
munition. The firing at noon was 
therefore ordered to cease, as we had 
expended 1596 shot, 530 shells (most 
of a heavy nature), 10 carcasses, and 
2 light balls. It must appear almost 
incredible, that a battery at such a dis- 
tance should be able to resist such 
heavy ordnance, without being levelled 
to the ground ; but indeed few works 
were ever erected so strong and com- 
pact. The St Carlos's battery was 
silent the whole time; and from the 
lines they returned 1012 shot and 302 
shells. Our loss was not very great; 
but on the enemy's side, many were 
observed to fell, and several to be 
carried into the lines ; their gallantry, 
we may therefore imagine, cost tiiem 
dear. 

The succeeding night they repaired 
tiie damage done by our fire, and 
erected two traverses in the rear of the 
gun battery ; it is probable they were 
working aJso on tiie platforms; and 
during the two following nights they 
strengthened it with other additions. 
The 25th the enemy's fire was ratiier 
singular. In the afternoon, about 
nine, tiieir batteries, for near an hour 
and a half, discharged repeated salvos 
from botii cannon and mortars; not 
directing their fire to any particular 
object, but scattering their shot in every 
direction towards the garrison, and 
bursting the shells principally m tiie 
air. In the afternoon, about three, this 
mode of firing was repeated, and con- 
tinued nearly the same time. The 
26th, Lieutenant Vicars, of the 56th, 
was slightiy wounded in the lines. 

The nig^t of the 29th, a brisk can- 
nonade was heard towards the west; 
and soon after, by the moon, we dis- 
covered a cutter engaging a frigate, a 
xebeque, and several gun-boats. The 
cutter answered a signal made by tiie 
Brilliant at tiie commencement of tiie 
action, by which we Imew her to be a 
friend* After the engagement had 
continued very warm for a consider- 
able time, the firing ceased, sind she 
was obliged to submit to so superior a 
force. The sooceeding night, the Uni* 
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eom oatler arrived, tad four boats froot 
Faro; the former inlbrmtd Hi, tkat she 
parted oompsny with several eatten 
boand for Oihraltar. The fruit, &c. 
brooght in the Portoguese beats, was 
iasnadiately pnrchssed by the gover- 
nor, for the use of the siok in the 
hospitals; end foooe of the crew were 
confined, being sospeeted to come os 
spies. The 3 1st, the enemy's engineers 
were observed placing picketi to the 
westward of the six*gan battery; ap- 
parently with a view of extending that 
work. Since oar last attack upon it, 
the firing on both sides was mneh 
duniaishdU In the coarse of the 
month, three men deserted from the 
garrison. 

The Bight of the 2nd of November, 
the signal was made for the approach 
of the enemy's gnn and mortar boats, 
which for some time had not paid ns 
tte regnlar visits they formerly did; 
awing, as I have remarked before, to 
the repairs which the boats mast neces* 
sarily demand ; bat the V angoard and 
fiepolse pramcs firing several shot, they 
retired. The 3rd, the Fortune prame, 
moonting five twenty -six noonders, 
was towed out, and moorea to the 
aouthward of the Vangoard. The 
next day, about seven in the evening, 
13 gaa sad 6 mortar boats fired briskly 
upon the garrison, seconded by > the 
lines ; thev stayed near an hour and a 
half, and torew a vast number of shells ; 
but few were directed towards our 
oamp. Lieutenant John Fraaer, of the 
73ra, had his kg shot off on Monta- 
gue's bastion ; and Lieutenant Edgar, 
of the 56th, was wounded with splin- 
tACB of stones. Two of the 58th and 
73rd were likewise woonded. The 
enemy continued, on the 6th and 7th, 
to make some few alterations, and col- 
lect fasciuM* gabions, and o^er mate- 
rials at their lines, and various parts 
of the approaches. The parallel they 
also stren^ened; but the six-gun 
battery still remained , masked with 
sand-hags. 

As it appeared of greater conse- 
quence, at this period, to annoy the 
enemy from the Queen's battery at the 
Old m<^ head* which formed an excel- 
lent cross-fire with the other batteries. 



than to firs into their CBmp» the moiw 
tan ased for the latter norpose were 
rcanoved, and the masked embraanres 
at the extreaiity, with two otbars ad- 
joining, were ordered to be opened, 
and so altered as to admit of fiiar 
howitzers bearing on the now hatteiy. 
Daring the night of the lltb, the 
enemy erected an additional battery of 
six embraswres, westward of the otiicr, 
where the pickets were observed at tibe 
close of last month. This work was 
retired a fow yards, bat joined the ex- 
tremity of die shoulder of the old bat« 
tery, and extended almost in the same 
direction towards the beach. It ap» 
peared v«ry strong, and seemed to be 
mtekided against the (Hd mole head 
and Waterport. 

Daring the night of dw 13th, many 
signals were made in the Gut and 
along the coast In the momnig we 
observed a cotter standing for the bay : a 
xebeque and three gon-boats attempted 
to intercept her, but she got in without 
firing a gun. She was called the Phca- 
nix, and was laden, on government ao- 
count, with ordnance stores. Colonel 
Ross^ who had left the garrison sMne 
months before, was a passenger, and 
returned to tidEC the commaadof his 
regiment, the 72nd, or Royal Manches- 
ter Volunteers. The lieutenant wIh> 
commanded the cutter, infonned ns 
that he parted compmy with two 
others, destined for the ganison, csi 
the llth ; at which time one of diem 
was engaged with two of the enemas 
cruisers. In the afternoon some sig* 
nals were made at Algeairas; and a 
catter was observed standing in for 
the bay, chased by a frigate; whence 
we consequently conolad«L it most be 
one of the two mentaoned by the Phos- 
nix. At this time several gon-boats 
were cmiang off Cabrita Point and at 
the entrance of the bay, waiting to in- 
tercept her. In die Straits th^ wind 
was W., but N. W. in the bay, and not 
very strong. About six in the evenuig 
she came up with die gun-boats and an 
armed xebeque : a smart engaflemeat 
immediately commenced. Whilst she 
%as retards by these, a second division 
of gun-boats from Algeziras cat her 
off from the garrison; and the frigate 
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QOBBiiig up, after a mo6t vigorous and 
Rsointe resistance, she strnek. When 
she &Rfc appeared, six barges irere or- 
dfived frem our frigates to assist her, 
s&d a signal was faowted on hoard the 
Brilliant, which she aiiswered. The 
heats rowed out a considerable way, 
and, the . eTening being dark, fomni 
themselves amongst the enernVs gon- 
boats, from whom, with some difficulty, 
they extricated themselves. The sub- 
sequent morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to see the cutter towed into Al- 
getiiafi by five gon-boats, wilk colours 
flying, and other marks of exultation 
aad triumph. 

The enemy about this time adopted 
the mode of cutting the fuses of tibeir 
shells, so that most of them which 
were fired for a long range burst in the 
air. They continued their practice of 
making signals at the tower above the 
Quarry, whenever our parties were as- 
sembled, or appeared at work: and 
the shot were in general better directed 
than before; but their effects against 
the works were considerably weakened 
by pieces of junk hung over the mer- 
lons of the batteries. Our workmen 
-were chiefly employed at Willis's, in 
r^aiting the Tower battery, &c, and 
at the Old mole. Other detachments 
were ateo^gaged in various duties on 
the north front The night of the 
15th, the enemy lengthened the paral- 
lel ooBSiderably, and, the succ^ing 
ni^fat, made furdier additions. In the 
forenoon of the 16th, a long-ranged 
shdl, from the St Carlos's battery, 
burst in the air over Hardy Town, and 
a splinter of it flew into the sea, be- 
yond Buena Vista, a distance of more 
dian three miles. Another shell fell, 
in the course of the morning, at the 
feot of a wine-house, sooth of ^e bar- 
racks ; and several burst high in the 
air over South shed. We attributed 
fliese uncommon long ranges to the 
force of the wind, which, blowing in 
the same direction in which the shells 
irere thrown, undoubtedly increased 
thdr velocity. Mr. Tinling, assistant- 
engineer, was wounded the same day 
tt Willis's. A boat arrived on the 
18th from Faro : the crew were sepa- 
rately examined^ before they were per- 



fiutted the liberty of the garrison. 
The patron of this boat inf<Hitted itf, 
tibat seven cutters, destined for Gib* 
raltftr, had been tal^en by the Sptk 
niards. 

Two deserters came in, about sefven 
in the evening of the 20th ; one a cor* 
poral, the other a private in the Walon 
guards. The former appeared to be 
very intelligent, and informed us of 
many circumstances with which we 
were not before acquainted. The new 
mortar battery, he said, was called 9t, 
Pasohal's; and corroborated our intel* 
lig^oce, that it mounted two mortars 
and six elevated guns. The two nx* 
gun batteries were named St Martin's* 
He further acquainted us, that tbs 
camp was principally composed of mi- 
litia regiments: that the men y/^Utt 
much dissatisfied with their sitoi^Mn^ 
and greatly harassed in raisinig the ad- 
diti(»ial batteries: that theynad suf- 
fered lately very severe losses from our 
fire ; particularly instancing the 22nd 
and 2drd of the preceding month, wheik 
7 officers and 80 men were killed aod 
wounded. One of the latter was an 
engineer of rank, who died three days 
afterwards. We had remarked, in the 
course <^ the above firing, an officer to 
be particularly^ active, which we now 
found to be this engineer : he braved, 
for a considerable time, the dangers of 
the dav, but at length foil, and was 
carried off. This deserter gave the 
^vemor frirther information, respect' 
mg the strength and arrangement of 
their guards; and the next morning 
was conducted to Willis's, where he 
described to him various parts of the 
enemy's works and camp. It had al- 
ways been customary for the governor 
to detain the deserters at the convent 
a few days, till he was sufficiently in- 
formed of every particular ; but these 
he immured so dose, that, excepting 
some general inf(»Tnation, the garrison 
had an opportunity of learning but 
few circumstances, till an event toc^ 
place, which will presently be related. 

The firing from both sides varied as 
objects offerad. Many of the enemy's 
shells ranged as far as the Sou^ bar- 
racks; and others, agreeably to their 
newly-adopted phm, burst in the air. 
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The morning of the 22nd, a soldier of 
the 58th regiment, who had been miinng 
gereral days, was seen to go into Fort 
Barbara, from behind the rock. The 
following day the enemy mounted gons 
in the St. Martin's battery ; and a party 
was employed in com]>leting the six 
eastern embrasures, which were now 
nnmasked. We kept upon them our 
usual fire of small shells from Willis's 
and the upper batteries ; but the lower 
ordnance were silent. In the course 
of the day the governor reconnoitred 
the enemy's works ; and it was reported 
that all the batteries were to be again 
opened upon them, as soon as the four 
embrasures for the howitzers, at the 
Old mole head, were completed. 

The night of tbe 2drd, the besiegers 
added to the parallel a return of cask- 
work to the west: it appeared verr 
slight and trifling. The two succeed- 
ing days, their parties were very ac- 
tive in finishing the batteries, which, 
on the 26th, exhibited a perfect and 
formidable appearance. This was 
the crisis which the governor con- 
sidered as proper to frustrate all their 
immediate views, by destroying these 
stupendous works, the construction of 
which had cost them such immense la- 
bour and expense. By the deserters 
who came in on the 20th instant, he 
was acquainted with the inactivity 
which prevailed throughout the ene- 
my's camp, and with Sie strength of 
their advanced guards. Lulled into 
security by their superiority of force, 
they never suspected the garrison capa^ 
ble of attempting so bold and hazard- 
ous a coup<le-main. The governor, 
however, secretly conceived this im- 
portant design, and never imparted his 
mtention till the evening in which it 
was put in execution. 

The gates were no sooner shut, after 
first gun-firing, on the evening of the 
26th, than he ordered a considerable 
detachment to assemble on the Red 
sands at midnight, with devils, fire- 
fiiggots, and working implements,^ to 
make a sortie on the enemy's batteries. 
The general, field, and other officers 
to be employed on this service, were 
convened in the interim, and the dis- 
position of attack communicated ; but, 



lest some matters might have escaped 
him in the multiplicity of arrangonents, 
the governor desired every person to 
propose, without restraint, whatever 
would, in his or their opinion, further 
promote the success of the enterprise. 
The following are the heads of the 
orders issued on this occasion. 

*' Evening Garrison OrderM, 
« Gibraltar, Nov. 26, 1781. 
" Countersign, Steady. 

''All the grenadiers and light in- 
fimtry of the garrison, and all the men 
of the 12th and Haxdenberg's regi- 
ments, officers, and non-commissioi^ 
officers now on duty, to be inomediately 
relieved, and join their regiments : to 
form a detachment, consisting of the 
12th and Hardeuberg^s re^ments com- 
plete, the grenadiers and light-infimtry 
of all the other regiments (which are 
to be completed to their full establish- 
ment from the battalion companies) ; 
1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 10 non-com- 
missioned officers, and 100 artillery: 
and 3 engineers, 7 officers, and 12 
non-commissioned officers overseers, 
with 160 workmen from the line, 
and 40 workmen from the artificer 
company. Each man to have 36 
rounds of ammunition, with a good 
flint in his piece, and another in his 
pocket No drums to go out, except- 
ing two with each of the raiments. 
No volunteers will be allowed. The 
whole to be commanded by Brigadier- 
General Ross ; and to assemble on tiie 
Red sands at twelve o'clock this night, 
to make a sortie upon the enemy's bat- 
teries. The 39th and 58th regiments 
to parade at the same hour on the Grand 
parade, under the command of Briga- 
dier-General Picton, to sustain the 
sortie if necessary." 

These were the principal orders for 
forming the detachment At midnight 
the whole were assembled, and being 
joined by 100 sailors, commanded by 
Lieuts. Muckle and Campbell, R.N., 
the detachment was divided into three 
columns, agreeably to the following 
disposition. 
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Ltifi Coiumn. 
Lieat.-Col. Trigge. 



72nd grenadiers 4 
7Snd It. infantry 4 
SailoTt,with an ) « 
engineer. ., j"* 
Artilleiy .... 1 
12th regiment 26 
ddthlt.Iufantry 3 



t,d.r,tff. 
5 101 
5 101 



30 

4 
S82 
30 



100 



430 
57 



Ceiore Colwm. 

Lieut-Col. Daehenhauaen 

and Major Maxwell. 

Th« Reurve, 

0. t.r.ftf, 
39th grenadiers 3 3 57 
39th It. infantry 3 3 67 
73rd grenadiers 4 6 101 
73rd It. infantry 4 5 101 

Artillery 2 4 40 

56th grenadier 3 3 67 
58th grenadiers 3 3 57 



41 48 2 824 



28*40 620 



Bight Colwm. 
Ueat.-Cul.Hago. 



Reden's grena- ) « 
diers .... l^ 

LaMotte'sgre-)^ 
nadiers. . .3^ 

Engineer withV^ 
workmen. . . ) 

Artillery .... 1 



Hardenbei^'s ) 
regiment. . 3 
56th It. infantry 3 



71 



16 34 2 
30 



71 

50 
25 
296 
57 



30 69 2 570 



In these columns, Brigadier Boss, and sereral officers who accompanied him 
as aides-de-camp, are not included, which will explain tiie difiPerence between 
them and the annexed summary of the whole force of the garrison at this time. 







Total out « ith the sortie 

Sick in hospital 00 1 

Remaining in garrison . 6 5 5 45 

Total strength of the) 
garrison before the \ 
aortie ) 



»4 » O <0^ S (» 
60 14 3 2 147 



A iQuf ^cluBiveofthesailon 
* ^^'^1 fh)m the frigates. 
1100000286 657 
71 31 3 7 8 9 U 266 IBl 2531 



6 8 8 78 132 46 3 10 8 9 16 441 191 5002 Total strength. 5052. 



The detachment being formed in 
three lines, the right column in the 
rear, and the left in the front, tools for 
demolishing the works were delivered 
to the worlunen, and the following di- 
rections for their destination communi- 
cated to the principal officers. 

"The right column to lead and 
inarch through Forbes's barrier, for the 
extremity of the parallel ; keeping the 
eastern fences of the gardens close on 
their left. Hie centre immediately to 
follow, marching through Bay-side bar- 
r^r, and directing their route through 
the gardens for the mortar batteries. 
The left column to bring up the rear, 
marching along the strand for the gun 
batteries. No person to advance before 
the front, unless ordered by the officer 
commanding the column: and the 
most profound silence to be observed, 
as the success of the enterprise may de- 
pend thereon. The 12th and Harden- 
berg's regiments to form in front of the 
works, as sustaining corps ; and are to 
fictach to the right and left, as occasion 



may require. The reserve to take 
post in the farthest gardens. When 
the works are carried, the attacking 
troops are to take up their ground in 
the following manner. The grenadiers 
of Beden's and La Motte's &hind tlie 
parallel ; the 39th and 73rd flank com- 
panies along the front of the fourth 
branch ; and the 72nd ^nadiers and 
light infantry with their right to the 
fourth branch, and left to the beach." 

By the time the destination of the 
columns was made known to the differ- 
ent officers, and other arrangements had 
taken place, the morning of the 27th 
was far advanced ; and as the moon 
had then nearly finished her nightly 
course, the detachment, about a quarter 
before three o'clock, began its march, 
by files from the right of the rear line 
for the attack. Although nothing 
could exceed the silence and attention 
of the troops, the enemy's advanced 
sentries discovered the right column 
before thev passed Forbes's barrier, 
and after challenging, fired upon them« 
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Lieot-Col. Hnffoy finding thej trere 
alarmed, immediately formed the at- 
tacking corps, and pushed on at a brisk 
pace for the extremity of the parallel ; 
there finding no opposition, he took 
possession, and the pioneers began to 
dismantle the works. Part of Harden- 
berg's regiment, irhich was attacked to 
this colonm, mistook the route of the 

radiers, owing to the darkness of 
morning; and in pnrsning their 
own, found themselves, before they dis- 
covered their error, in front of the St 
GkrWs battery. In this dilemma, no 
oUier alternative offered but pressing 
fi>rwards, which ifaey gallantiy did, 
itider receiving the enemas fire. Upcm 
mottnting the parapet the enemy pre>- 
cipitately retreated, and with great dif- 
ficulty they descended the stupendous 
work, forming with their left to the 
tower. They were thus situated, 
when Lieut-Col. rhchenhausen, at the 
head of tiie 39th fiank companies, en- 
tered the St Carlos's battery, and na- 
turally mistaking them for his oppo- 
nents, fired, and wounded severaL Fur- 
ther miachief was however prevented 
by the countersign; and the Hano- 
vmans joined the remainder of their 
corps, which now formed en potence, in 
front of the parallel. The 7drd flank 
companies were equally successful in 
their attacks ; and Lieut-Col. Trigge, 
with the grenadiers, and light company 
of the 72nd regiment, carried the gun 
batteries with great gallantry. The 
ardour of the assailants was irresistible. 
The enemy on every side gave way, 
abandoning in an instant, and with the 
utmost precipitation, those works which 
had cost them so much expense, and 
en^loyed so many months to perfect 

When our troops had taken posses- 
sion, the attacking corps formed, agree- 
ably to their orders, to repel any 
attempt which the enemy might make 
to prevent the destruction of the works, 
wlulst the 12th regiment took post in 
front of the St. Carlos*s batteiy, to sus- 
tain the western attack ; and the re- 
serve, under Major Maxwell, drew up 
in the farther gardens. The exertions 
of the workmen and artillery were 
wonderful. The batteries were soon in 
a state for the fire-faggots to operate ; 



and the flames spread iMi ashmislung 
rapidity into every part The oolnmn 
of fire and smoke which rolled fhnn 
the works, beautifully illuminated the 
troops and neighbouring objects, forsi- 
ing altogether a ooup-d'seil not possible 
to bedncribed. 

In an hour the object of tlie sortie 
was fully tweeted; and trains being 
laid to tbe magazines. Brigadier Ross 
ordered the advanced corps to with- 
draw, and the sustaining regiments to 
cover their retreat : but, by some over- 
sight, the barrier at Forbes's was 
locked, after the flank companies had 
returned ; which might have proved of 
serioos oonseqvences to Hardenbergfs 
regiment, as they were, from that cir- 
cumstance, undet the necessity of fol- 
lowing the 12th regiment through 
Bay-side barrier.* 

Several small quantities of powder 
took fire whilst the detachment was on 
its retreat ; and just as the rear had got 
within the garrison, the principal ma- 
gazine blew up with a tremendous ex- 
plosion; Growing up vast pieces of 
timber, which, fisming into the flames, 
added to the general conflagration. 
Although the enemy must have beoi 
early laarmed, not the smallest effort 
was made to save or avenge their works. 
The fugitives seemed to oommnnicate 
a panic to the whole ; and, instead of 
annoying our troops ttom the flanking 
forts, their artillery directed a ridicu- 
lous fire towards tiie town and our 
upper batteries, whence we oontanued a 
warm and well-served discharge of 
round shot on their forts and barrier. 
Only 2 officers and 16 privates were 
taken prisoners; and littie oppo si tion 
being made, ven^ few were killed 
in the works. The goanl, from tke 
best information, consisted of one c«p- 
tain, three subalterns, and 74 privates, 
including the artillery. 

Thus was tins important attack exe- 
cuted beyond the most sanguine expee- 

* It was not a little singular, that ihew tiro 
regiments, which at the memorable battle of 
MinAen had fonght by each other's ad«, and, 
aeoordinf to the natnral coarse of enttbK 
oould nerer expect to meet again^ should be 
employed a second time on the same oe 
and be the only ehtire tegiments out 



178L] 



SIBGfi OP GiBRALtAR. 



9^ 



tatioBS of every one. The event chal- 
lenges greater admiration, when we 
reflect that the batteries were distant 
near three-qnarters of a mile from the 
garrison, and only within a few hun- 
dred yards of a besieging enemy's 
lines, mounting 135 pieces of heavy 
artillery. 

. The detachment had fonr privates 
killed; Lieut. Tweedie, of the 12th 
regiment, with 24 nonnsornxmssiofned 
and privates, wounded ; «nd'one miss- 
ing, supposed to be left wounded on the 
batteries. Of this number, Harden- 
berg's regiment had two killed and 12 
wounded. The ordnance spiked in the 
enemy's works amounted to 10 13-inch 
mortars, and 18 26-pounders. 

General Eliott's anxiety on the occa- 
aon would not permit him to wait the 
issue within the garrison; but, axj- 
quainting the lieutenant-governor with 
his intention, he accompanied the sortie, 
and expressed the highest approbation 
of their behaviour by the following 
public orders : that ** me bravery and 
conduct of the whole detachment, offi- 
cers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glo- 
rious occasion, surpassed his utmost ac- 
knowle<^gments." 

Although the attack was not totally^ 
exempted from those little derange- 
ments which naturally attend night ex- 
peditions of this nature, yet, to the 
honour of the whole, neither musket, 
workine-tool, nor other implement, was 
left behmd : a volunteer indeed of the 
7drd reg^ent lost his kilt in the attack, 
which the governor being acquainted 
with, promised him a substitute in 
return ; and not long afterwards pre- 
sented him with a commission in an es- 
tablished corps. When our troops en- 
tered the batteries, the written report 
of the commanding officer was found in 
one of the splinter-proof^, which, when 
the guard was relieved, was intended 



to have been sent to the Spanish ge- 
neral. The report expressed, that 
« nothing extraordinary hful happened," 
which, it must be acknowledged, the 
captain had been a littie premature in 
writing. 

. Before the detachment returned from 
the neutral ground, Lieut-Col. Tovey, 
of the artiUeiy, died. He was suc- 
ceeded by Major -Lewis in the com- . 
mand of thlit department. 

The night of the 27tii, the enemy 
were alarmed with an explosion in the 
ruins of their batteries; and imme- 
diately directed a smart discharge of 
musketry,' with round and grapenshot, 
toward the spot We imamned they 
suspected that we had made a second 
sal^, to finish the destruction of what 
remained; and their error probably 
would have continued some time, had 
they not been undeceived by our throw- 
ing a shell amongst the ruins; after 
which they instantly ceased. By the 
number of lights seen in their camp, 
we had reason to conclude that their 
army assembled on the alarm. The 
enemy had not yet thought proper to 
take any measures toward extinguish- 
ing the flames, but avenged themselves 
by a brisk cannonade upon the town. 
In their camp several men were exe- 
cuted, who probably might be some of 
the unfortunate actors m the late dis- 
grace. The 3Qth, their batteries con- 
tmued burning in five different places : 
when they ceased to smoke, the works 
seemed completely destroy^ ; nothing 
but heaps of sand remaining. Five 
dismounted mortars could be seen in 
the St Carlos's battery from the sum- 
mit of the rock ; one gun also in St 
Paschal's, and three in me St Martin's. 
At night we fired several rounds of 
grrape at their horse-patroles, which, 
since their late misfortune, appeared 
more numerous than befi)re. 
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.The Spaniafds detennine to rwtOM their btttertes—Egtabliah wyenl defensive posl^-'-Kepur 
their worka, but are eondderahly retaided by the ganison-— Description of a new invrnted 
depressing gon-carrisfe— Osllant behaTiour of the Mercury, ordnanee-ship— Tlse Vermm 
store-ship arrives with aevefsl gun-boats, in flcames ; also the Cerberos and Apollo frigates, 
with a reinforcement of men— Singular quality of quick sight in two boys belonging to the 
garrison — Spaniards resolve to mske a vigorous attack upon Gibraltar, under the command 
of the Due de Crillon— Begin to convert large vessels into battering-ships at Algesiras— 
A party of Corsicans arrive, and offer to act as volunteers in the garrison during the se^ 
— Enemy's army reinforced — ^Unfortunate accident in a magazine at WUlis'a — A strong n- 
inforcement of French troops joins the enemy's army — ^The Due de Crillon aasames the 
command of the combined forces ; and the besiegers* batteries for some time are silent. 



The Spaniards for several days ap- 
peared totally at a loss how to act after 
their recent disgrace. Their batteries 
continued in flames, nor were any at- 
tempts made to extinguish the fire. In 
the beginning of December, however, 
thev seemed as if suddenly roused from 
their reverie; upwards of 1000 men 
were at work making fascines, &c., for 
which purpose large quantities of brush- 
wood were collected from the country. 
From these operations we concluded 
that they were resolved to restore tlieir 
works, when sufficient materials were 
prepared. 

The 1st of December, a flag of truce 
brought letters from the English pri- 
soners lately caj)tured in the cutters 
bound to the garrison. Not a syllable 
was mentioned by the Spanish officer 
of the late transaction; nor did he 
even inquire whether we had taken 
any prisoners. As we had observed 
the enemy to post strong guards in 
the stone guard-houses on the neutral 
ground, particularly in the centre one, 
Sie governor ordered the artillery to 
endeavour to dislodge them. Answers 
were returned, on the 2nd, to the 
letters brought the preceding day : letp 
ters also were sent from the prisoners 
taken in the sortie to their friends in 
camp. The Spanish officer, on receiv- 
ing the letters, appeared much sur- 
prised, put them in his pocket, but was 
silent; and the boats parted. One of 



the officers taken prisoner was the 
Baron Von Helmstadt, an ensign in 
the Walon guards, witli the rank of 
captain : the other was Don Yincente 
Freese, a lieutenant of artillery. The 
baron was dangerously wounded in the 
knee, and, not without many intreaties» 
submitted to amputation. When the 
surgeons first informed him that this 
operation was absolutely unavoidable^ 
he resolutely opposed it: ampatation, 
he said, very seldom succeeded in 
Spain ; besides, he was then betrothed 
in marriage to a lady, and would rather 
risk his life than present himself before 
her with only one leg. The governor, 
being told this determination, immedi- 
ately visited the baron, and used every 
argument to persuade him to comply. 
His mistress, the general said, must 
undoubtedly esteem him the more for 
the honourable wound which he had 
received in the service of his country ; 
and, as to the operation being fktal, he 
might almost assure himself of a cer- 
tain recovery, since, in the many simi- 
lar cases which had occurred in the 
garrison during the siege, our surgeons 
had been generally sucoessfid ; and to 
convince him by ocular proof, or- 
dered several mutilated convalescents 
into the room. This generous atten- 
tion of the governor had a powerful 
effect on the baron, who, no Icmger able 
to resist his importunities, at length 
consented to the operation. The enemy. 
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the night of the 3rd, repaired the da* 
mageaone to the third branch of ap* 
proach; and did some trifling work at 
the fbvath branch. The next daj a 
flag of trace from the enemy brought 
letters of thanks from the Spanish 
general, Don Martin Alvarez, and the 
WaloQ gusu^ to the governor, for 
the humanity shown to the prisoners 
taken in the batteries. In the boat 
came some poultry for the wounded 
baron; idso clothes and money for the 
officers. Their guards in the lines 
now appeared to be about 800 infantry, 
with 100 artillery; besides 60 or 70 
cavalry for patroles. The governor, 
on the 51ii, ordered that ** no officer of 
the line, commanding at a post, should 
interfere in the mode of loading, point- 
ing, or firing the cannon. If at any 
time he judged it necessary to fire 
upon ihe enemy, he was to point out 
the object to the artillery, and submit 
it to their opinion, whether it was 
practicable or not." The morning of 
the 7th, a cutter appeared from the 
west, and, after an obstinate action with 
the enernVs gun-boats, was obliged to 
strike. In uaa engaeement we ob- 
served that the enemy had made some 
alterations in the constraction of their 
boats, which before would not allow 
the guns to be depressed. 

Notwithstanding our fire, the enemy 
seemed determined to establish them- 
selves at the centre stone guard-house, 
round which, on the night of the 7th, 
they nuule a trench, and also lined 
with fiisdnes part of the fourth branch 
of approach. Our firing continued to 
vary as their operations were more or 
less noticed; in the day we directed 
it principally to parties observed near 
the tower, and at night to the centre 
guard-house; against which they had 
neaped up sand, and continued every 
evening to make other additions. — The 
garrison at this period was so extremely 
siddv, that a hundred men were cur- 
tailed firom the working parties; and 
the officers' servants, wim others who 
uoally were exempted from these 
duties, were ordered to assist, to lessen 
the fatigue of their comrades. Near 
700 were at tins time on our hospital 



lists.-iThe Unicorn cutter sailed, in 
the night of the 12th, with dispatches 
for England ; and the following even- 
ing» the Phcenix, with duplicates. 

The operations of the enemy seemed 
now entirely defensive. The western 
stone guard-house on the beach was 
unroofed in the same manner as the 
centre guard-house, and strengthened 
with sand; with a trench dug round 
at some distance in the front We 
imagined that strong guards were stu^ 
tioned every night at these posts, to 
protect their remaining works. The 
evening of the 16th, about ten o'clock* 
one of tiie enemy's advanced sentries, 
near Bay-side, fired his musket ; which 
was taken up by others in the gardens, 
and the alarm spread to the lines, and 
thence to the camp. Lights were im- 
mediately observedr moving about, and 
the drums beat to arms. After some 
hours' confusion they were calm and 
quiet. Their works, particularly the 
St Paschal's battery, continued to 
smoke in several places, on the 18th. 
No ordnance could now be seen in any 
of the batteries : their fire was rather 
smart, but no particular object seemed 
to ensage their notice. 

Bng^ers Ross and Green were ap- 
pointed, in the orders of the 20th, to 
be major-generals in the army; and 
the next evening General Ross sailed 
in a boat for Faro, on his return to 
England. General Green some time 
afterwards received a letter of service, 
and Lieutenant Holloway, his brigade- 
major, was appointed his aide<le-camp. 
The same day a flag of truce brought 
over several letters, with money and 
clothes for the prisoners. At night, 
the enemy extended the fourth branch 
in the s^me direction, toward the 
western stone guard-house; and seve- 
ral pickets were driven, and fascines 
laid in the ruins of the batteries, in 
order to retain the sand, and prevent 
it being washed down by the rains. 
The night of the 23rd they raised an 
epaulment on the top of the centre 
g^rd-house, and finished the first line 
of the new approach from the fourth 
branch. 

Two soldiers of Hardenberg's and 
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tlie 78iid resimeiit, on Hie asth, at- 
tempted to deiert br a rope ftom 
Mount Bfiieiy : the toimer g(A down, 
thongh the rope broke ; wbidi accident 
was tfae eaoae of the latter being re- 
taken. A few days after, a sergeant 
of the artificers was ordered to recon- 
noitre the plaoe where this deserter 
descended; and he got down fur 
enough to discover the unlbrtnnate 
man dashed to pieces at the foot of the 
precipice. The night of the 27th the 
enemy made several additbns to the 
centre gnard-hoose. The Baron Von 
Helmstadt being dangerously ill about 
this period (not in consequence of the 
amputation he had undergone, but 
from some inward malady), flags of 
truce were daily passing ana repassing 
to infbnn his friends of his dangerous 
situation. The 28th, the baron died ; 
and the following day his body was 
carried to the New mole, accompanied 
by the grenadiers of the 12th regmient, 
with the usual honours of war, where 
two barges waited to convey it to the 
enemv's camp. The governor, and 
mincipai offi^n*s in the garrison, with 
Don Vincente, attended, tiie ceremony. 
The fowls and other refireshments sent 
by his friends, with the money not used 
l^ the baron in his sickness, were also 
returned, to the most minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the 30th, 
added to the trench in front of the centre 
enard-house, which, a few evening be- 
fore, they hxid altered from its original 
form. Our engineers the same night 
erected a blind of canvas, &c., in fh)nt 
of Princess Anne's battery (Willis's), 
which the engineers afterwards cais* 
soned, when their fire became less 
warm on this new object. Another 
was afterwards placed before the Prin- 
cess Amelia's, for the same purpose. 
The materials with which the works at 
the northward were now repaired, 
were collected from the cool-ships that 
had been run ashore in the New mole 
after Admiral Darby's departure. The 
sides of these vessels were cut up, under 
the direction of the engineers, into large 
solid pieces, of such form and dimen- 
sion as the purpose dictated to which 
they were to be applied. Of thfee ma- 



terials the batteries at Willis's were at 
this time formed; the anglea bong 
connected and secured by stmig knees 
and bolts having transverse pieees 
within, which were also kneed. When 
the caissons for the merlons were thus 
fkamed, they were filled in the fh»it 
with layers of junk, and sand-bi^ be- 
hind. The hdght of the merlona was 
between ten and eleven feet; and the 
upper parts were supported by strong 
beams across the embrasuresr forming 
hoods (as the engineers called theoi) over 
the muzzles of me cannon : these hoods 
were three feet deep, and extended 
about six feet in length over the em- 
brasures; by which improvonents the 
guns were preserved fitmi bcang broken 
by the shells in their deseent, and tito 
artillery-men on duty were well co- 
vered. The solid oonstractiGn of these 
new works, and the adoption of a slon- 
lar mode in repairing the odier defonees 
of the garrison, will aeooont, in a great 
measure, for the general casnidtieB ^ the 
troops not being so numerous as might 
otherwise be expected ; and, to evinee 
the permanence of them, no other proof^ 
I imagine, need be adduced, than that 
upwanl of 100 shot-holes have been 
plugged up in the front of one mttton, 
and yet the battery was not materiidly 
damaged.* 

Two ordnance-ships arrived in the 
course of December. As we are now 
arrived at the close of the year, it may 
not be impertinent to insert a return of 
casuals, fbom the 12th of April to the 
31st of December, 1781, that the reader 
may have an idea of our geaeral loss 
in that period. 

* When the enemy's proceedings aftersrards 
rendered some alterations necessary in thtt 
works at Willis's, the ship timber vm fbnad 
very osefal in further securing the upper bat- 
teries, and in protecting our artillery. The 
height of the parapets permitted the engineers 
to erect splinter-prooft between the guns, of 
curved pieces of timber cut fhnn the bottom 
of a snip, which were placed against the 
breasts of the merlons, and made 1x>ntb-proof 
by layers of sand-bags, which also formed a 
traverse across the battery. By these addi- 
tions the communications betveea the ozd- 
nance were covered, and the batteries well 
traversed against the enemy's eastern en- 
fllad^-flre. 
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Killed and dead of vounds 
Disabled .... 
Wounded .... 
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The new year's day of 1782 was xe- 
ixuu-kable for an action of gallantry 
-whici^ is worthy of being rescued from 
oblivion. An officer of artillery at 
Willis's, observinff a shell Mling to- 
wfoc^siiie {dace where he stood, got be- 
hind a traverse for protection; which 
li6 h#d scarcely done, ere it fell into 
ih^ tmverse, and instantly entangled 
kio^in the robbish: one of the guard, 
yarned Martin, observing his distress, 
Reoerously risked Iiis own life in de* 
^ee of his officer, and ran to extri- 
eate him ; but, finduog his own efforts 
ineffectual, called for assistance ; when 
another of the guard joining him, they 
sieved the officer £rom his situation ; 
and alsEiost at the same instant the shell 
barst, and levelled the traverse to the 
grovod. Martin was afterwards pro* 
moled, and rewarded by the governor, 
irho at the same time told him " he 
fihoold equally have noticed him for 
i:dieving his oomrade/' Several sami- 
lar iBitaaces of heroism occuned 
daring the siege, all of which wefe 
eqpaHy honourable to the ganison. 

The enemy persevered in carrying 
<miheir works; the centre guard-House 
now began to assume a regular figure. 
The ditch formed three sides of a heiar 
goOf extending to the rear in obtuse 
angles with \& front; and the feucine 
parapet, joining the building, was 
lengthened each way. Materials eon- 
tinaied to be daily brought down to the 
Knee and advanced works. Their 
-workmen were however considerably 
aanojred, in repairing the fourth and 
fifth branches of the aj^roadi, fW>m the 
Old mole head and Montagues bastion. 
The ship St Philip's CasHe, in govern* 
ment service, arrived on the 4th ftx)m 
Mahon, with dispatches from General 
Marray: on board her came several 
prisoners taken by that general in a 
sally made ftom Fort St. Philip's. 
The enemy endeavoured to cut her off 
ftmn the bay, but ooold not aecom-p 



plish it She returned to Minorca ob 
the 10th. Since their army had landed 
at Minorca, the enemy's attention to 
the eastward was visibly abated ; nor 
did they make so many signals from the 
tower on the Queen of Spain's Quur 
as had been tiieir custom formerly. 
The subsequent evening, our prames 
made the signal for the a^iroach of 
the gun-boats : an easterly wind how^ 
ever springing u|>, they threw up their 
rockets, and retired. We could not 
otherwise acooont for their not firiiig 
in an easterly wind, than by imagin* 
ins thev were appr^ensive of some ae- 
^dent m their magasines, which, being 
in the stern of the boat» mig^t run 
some dai^er of b^ng blown im by the 
sparks frwB the discbarge of their xNrd* 
nance. The night of the 7th, beside 
making additions to the centre guard- 
house, the enemy deboached from the 
fifth tomch, and dug a trench about 
fifteen or twenty yards towards the 
east A court of inquiry, on the 81h, 
sat on Antonio Jaanico, the spy who 
was discovered in the Faro boat; and 
some time afterwards he was ordered 
to prepare fi>r ezecntion. The govern 
nor however at last pardoned him. 

The enemy, about this time, re- 
moved several guns finom the camp to 
^e lines, taking others back. Most 
of their cannon (we had reason to ima- 
gine for some time past]) had been 
greatiy damaged by the firing ; as the 
shot, at periods, were observed not to 
fiy with tiie same velocity as at first 
The last deserter said they had spcnled 
three sets of guns from the commence- 
ment of the bombardment In the 
night of the 9th, they raised the epaul- 
ment joining the centre guard-house; 
and opened four embrasures, twp on 
each side of the building. They were 
all masked with fiiseines, and appeared 
solely fbr defence. The night of the 
12th, the enemy formed a trench from 
the ddbouchure of the Hfdi braneht to 
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the fttjnt of the rains of the St Carlos's 
battery, toward the western beach •P&rt 
of it was lined with fiucines. They 
also raised a plaoe d'armes on the east 
flank of the St. Carlos's battery, joining 
the fifth branch. At night sailed the 
Henry and Mercary ordnance-ships 
to the westward. Don Y inoente Freese 
Irent passeneer in the fbrmer for Eng- 
land, with £e prisoners taken in our 
sortie, and those sent by General Mor- 
ra^. Aboatthe 14th or 15th, the enemy 
raised another place d'armes on the west 
flank of the St Carlos's battery, and 
joining the rains of the St Paschal's 
battery; and the snbseonent evening 
strengthened and capped it with &s- 
cines. In the night, signals were made 
in the Gut, and at daybreak two catters 
appeared at the entrance of the bay ; bnt 
the wind blowing somewhat normerly, 
and dying away, they were driven to 
leeward by the current : a fHgate and 
11 gnn-boats ttom Algeziras imme- 
diately ^ve chase, and soon after they 
were jomed by a fHgate and xebeqne 
fh>m Centa. The cutters finding it im- 
possible to make the bay, and observ- 
mg the force of their pursuers, pru- 
dently crowded sail to the eastward. 
In the afternoon some of the gun-boats 
got within range, and a few rounds 
were exchanged ; bnt the wind fi«shen- 
inff towards sunset, the cutters evidently 
left the enemy considerably astern. 
When night prevented us nom con- 
tinuing our observations, they had in- 
deed gained such a disfauioe, that we 
did not in the least doubt but they 
would escape. 

The enemy had made, for several 
{ireceding evenings, considerable addi- 
tions to the centre redoubt ; and on the 
night of the 17th, they raised a work 
embracing each extremity of the fas- 
oine-ditch which was in the front of it : 
this post now appeared finished. They 
likewise raised and threw sand in front 
of the place d'armes, and brought vast 
quantities of different materials to their 
advanced works. Their firing was not 
at this period remarkable; bnt as they 
directed their ordnance principally 
among our working parties on the hill, 
we experienced a few casualties. Our 
batteries in return, were well served ; 



and the fire pointed to all quarters. In 
the morning of the 18th, just after guD* 
firing, signals were made from ^e ene- * 
my's advanced works, which -were re- 
peated to their camp. The batteries at 
the same time kept np a brisk fire, all 
in a low direction. This gave its rea- 
son to think they were appnehenove 
of another sortie : and the ibllowing' 
morning the four embrasures in the 
centre redoubt were nmnasked, and 
animated with four howitzers; and a 
oonmderable number of troqpe left the 
lines soon after daybreak : all wliich 
circumstances served to countenance 
our conjecture. In the evening of the 
20th, the artillery at Willis*s discovered 
a party of the enemy erecting a line of 
communication firom the fourai branch 
to the centre redonbt The Old mole 
head and Montague's were immediately 
opened on them in addition to ihe 
upper batteries ; and we plied them so 
briskly, that the party was obliged to 
retire about midmght, leaving Ihe work, 
as the morning evinced, in great oon- 
fbrion. The subsequent night, notwith^ 
standing our fire, they raised and 
stren^ened the new conunmiication. 
In this duty they were well covered by 
a brisk fire firom the lines ; and which, 
finom the repeated volley discharged, 
afforded room to think that their work^ 
men had suffered materially tiie night 
before. 

The night of the 23rd they repahed 
tiie parapet of the St Carlos^ battery 
nine fiiscines in height, and b^an to 
rebuild the magazine in the rear. Great 
quantities of feScines, &c. were in and 
about the battery. The succeeding 
afternoon, about fimr o'clock, the go- 
vernor opened the lower batteri^ co- 
this work, and our fire was excee^gly 
well served for some hours. The cai^ 
casses several times set fire to the fts-. 
dues, but the enemy as frequently ex- 
tinguished it At first thdr batteries 
returned our fire sparingly ; bnt receiv- 
ing a reinfbrcement of artillery-men 
fh>m the camp, the cannonade became 
warm on both sides. Our lower bat-^ 
teries ceased in the eveninff. The next 
day the governor renewed his endea- 
vours to bum these works. The car* 
oasses were equally suocessfhl as tfte< 
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preceding day, but their guards and 
Workmen soon extinguished the fire. 
The Spanish lines returned the cannon- 
ade with great yiyacity, haying in the 
twenty-four hours discharged 1045 shot 
and 83 shells : our batteries diminished 
their fire about four in the afternoon. 
The carcasses used by the artillery on 
this occasion were made of the enemy's 
blind shells, in which were perforated 
three large holes, and the cavity filled 
with composition. They were found 
to answer extremely well; some of 
them burning fresh a quarter of an hour 
after the enemy had smothered them 
wiUi sand, which was the mode they 
adopted to put them out. 

We observed, on the 27th, four large 
piles of &6cines at the eastern extremity 
of the parallel. We were not at all at 
a loss to guess their meaning in placing 
these fiifficines to the eastward ; as it 
was evident that th^ wished to draw 
aS our attention as much as possible 
fhim the St Carlos's battery. The 
xnanosuvre did not however answer. 
The following evening, about ten 
o'clock, arrived the two cutters which 
had been pursued by the enemy's cruis- 
ers to the eastward: the largest of 
them, called the Viper, was of 460 tons 
burthen, mounted 28 guns, and was 
esteemed the largest ve^ of her kind 
ever built ; the o3ier was the Lively of 
14 guns; both laden with ordnance 
stores. They informed us that the even- 
ing of the day they were chased through 
to the east, several of thegun-boats got 
up and engaged them, but were soon 
beaten off: at length the wind freshen- 
ing, the boats were left astern. The 
breeze, they said, increased to a brisk 
gale, which, as the eun-boats were 
some leagues fix)m land, might greatly 
distress them. This conjecture ap- 
peared confirmed, by none of them 
being observed to have returned to the 
bay. The night of the 28th, the ene- 
mj took down half of the old tower, or 
windmill, which they probably thought 
was too conspicuous an object of direc- 
tion for our artillery in the night : they 
added also considerably to the St Car^ 
los's battery, and made some alterations 



in the centre redoubt, which they pall 
it himg a 



Mded in the rear, and within it 



barrier gate. The same night, arrived 
the Dartmouth Tartar cutter with 
stores. The night of the 30th, our op- 
ponents were observed very busy to the 
eastward of the centre redoubt We 
instantly opened upon them, and drove 
them from the place. At daybreak we 
found they had traced out a work of 
five sides, with a l&rge opening in the 
rear, and erected before it a screen 
similar to ours at Willis's, but so inju- 
diciously placed, that the workmen be^ 
hind were not at all concealed from otir 
upper batteries. This work was never 
carried on ; and the screen some time 
afterwards was knocked down, and re<* 
moved. Our engineers, of whom little 
has been mentioned for some lime, 
were inde&tigable in repairing the 
8plinter-proo&, magazines, traverses, 
and conmmnications, along the north 
front, which were damaged by the ene- 
m^r's fire: the King's, Queen's, and 
Prince's lines had likewise a share in 
their attention. Parties were also en^ 
gaged in securing and repairing the 
skeleton traverses, formed of timber 
and sand-bags in front of the doors, 
windows, &c, of the powder-magazines 
near the New mole; and deposits of 
&scines, sand, and other materials, 
were collected in different parts of the 
garrison. 

In the beginning of February, great 
numbers of mules continued bringing 
fSascines, &c. to the enemy's lines ; and, 
by the number of gabions missing from 
their fascine park, it was thought they 
had concealed them in different parts 
of the approaches for new works. The 
St Carlos's batter]^ appeared nearly 
completed; it consistea of an epaul- 
ment with two shoulders ; five doiiqging. 
traverses were erected in the rear, and 
behind them two lai^r ones for maga- 
zines : the latter, however, were not of 
the same form as those erected before. 
A gate was also hung at the opening of 
the fifth branch, and the places d'annes, 
on each fiank of the battery, seemed 
finished. Part of the parallel joining 
the fifth branch, in extent about 40 
yards, was likewise lined with ftscmes, 
and repaired. In this state were their 
works near the tower, when, on tiie 
night of the 2nd, they restored the 



104 



HI8T0RT OP THE 



[coAF-^eii 



vestern part of the St. Martin's battery, 
making only five embrasnres to open 
njion die town and Waten)Ort Our 
firing was pretty smart at this period ; 
hat their artillery did not ezoeed 
100 or 150 roonu in the twenty-finir 
hears. 

' In this tedious and nninteresting 
manner afBiirs proceeded ; ever^ night 
the besiegers making some trimng ad- 
^on to their advanced works. The 
aAemoon of the 7th, one of their shells 
set fire to a magazine-box on the 
Qneen's battery (mllis's), in which 
vere a few loaded small shells and 
cartridges. These instantly Uew up, 
and fired an adjoining gon, bnt did not 
the smallest injury to the officers, or 
any of the guard, though the former 
were close to it when the accident hap- 
pened. On hearing the explosion, the 
enemy immediately mcreased their fire, 
and continued it ike remainder of the 
evening. The enengr added, on the 
night df the 10th, another embrasure to 
tiie new battery ; and two nights fol- 
lowing, they prolonged the parallel 
^>oat 40 yalrds to the eastward. Vast 
^oantities of materials were at this 
time scattered in -various parts of their 
works. 

The afternoon of the 15th, some 
practice was made from a gun mounted 
upon a new-constructed depressing car- 
riage, the invention of Lieutenant Koeh- 
ler, of the Royal Artillery, which was 
highly approTed of by the gOTemcHr and 
ether omoers present, llie gon was 
fixed in a bed of .timber, the under side 
of which was a plane paraUel to the 
axis of the piece: firom tikis bed, imme- 
diately under the centre of ^vity, pro- 
jected a spindle ei^t inches m diameter. 
This spindle passed through a groove 
formed for its reception in a plank, the 
upper side of which was also a {dane : 
upon this under-pece the bed and gun 
recoiled, being attached to it by a key 
pasfiong through the spindle. The bed 
and gun by these means were at liberty 
to move round upon the axis, of the 
spindle, and when fired, slided upon 
the under plank in the line directed by 
the groove. The under-pieoe was then 
connected, by a strong hinge in front, 
to two cheeks of a common garrison 



carriage^ cut down to 1^ littie lumber 
than tlie trucks* The gon oould he 
laid to any degree of dqiression nnder 
ao degrees, by a common jqpom resting 
upon the cheeks oiC the carriage ; bat 
men greater depression was necessary, 
two upright timfaers, with indented 
steps, were, fixsed to liie cihedbs; by 
wludit with the assistance of a. mov-* 
aUe plank, to slide in upon the steps, 
and a auoin, the back part of the plank, 
upon which the gon sbded, was elevated 
at pleasure by iron pins in the upnghts; 
and the gnn depKssed to any angie 
above 20 and under 70 decrees. 

Many advantages^ beside thai of 
inunediate depression, resulted, to the 
artillery firoih this Invention. The car- 
liase, when the ^m was d^nressed, 
aeldom moved; the gun sliding wm 
tiie plank to which the bed was atta^cd 
by the spindle, and returning to its 
former fdaoe with the most tzifiing 
assistance. When the shot was .di»* 
charged, and the bed with the gun kad 
recoiled to the extremity of the gsnoori^ 
the matross, by turning round me gon 
to lie horizontally across the carriage 
(which was done with the greatest 
^ility), was also enabled to load 
under cover of the merlon, unexpofsed 
to the enemy's fire, and avoided the 
difficulty of ramming the. shKrit ^waids. 
It equally allowed the gun to be fired 
at point blank; and (by tamini^ the 
muzzle to the huik part of the carnage) 
at every elevation, to 45 degrees, but in. 
that state did not particularly excd. 
As to the accuracy of the depreasia^ 
shot, no fiirther proof need be adduce^ 
than that, out of 30 rounds, 28 shot 
took place in one tfayexae in the St 
Carlos's battery, at the distance of near 
1400 yards. 

A polacre had arrived, on the 15th; 
and on the 17th, came in t^e Flying- 
fish cutter, with ordnance stores; the 
latter was opposed, and engaged in the 
bay by a frigate, a xebeque, and three 
gim-boats; but got in, by.perseveram^ 
and superior suU, without a sin^ 
man kUled or wOunded. At nig^ Ir 
parity of the enemy was disoovei^ at 
the eastern extremity of the paxiUel; 
and a brisk fire was immediately 
pointed to the spot At daybreak* ira 
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texjoatked they had traced out with &|(- 
dnes a work (of fiTe sides, leaving the 
gorge open) at the west retvn from 
the parallel. It appeared to be for 
soother redonbt. About the morning 
giin-&*e, a brig was haUed &om Enropa, 
and answered, *'from Cork :'' finding.&e 
iras a friend, the captain was directed 
to anchor at the Mole ; but, imaging 
the ships, as before the war, remained 
at Waterport, he passed our prames, 
and did not discover his error till he 
had gone too far to return: he was 
consequently obliged to put about, and 
the vessel grounded at the back of the 
Old mole. When the enemy bbserved 
her in' the morning, the Black battery 
and Fort St. Philip directed a smart 
fire t|i>on her ; but, though it was con- 
tinned the whole day, not a shot struck 
the hull. Captain Curtis brought away 
the crew, and at night went with seve- 
ral boats, and cut away her masts: 
part of her cargo was also removed; 
bat the greater portion of it was da- 
maged by the sea-wat^r. In the even- 
ing, Waterport guard was reinforoed 
with a picket. 

The enemy, on the night of the 18th, 
added five embrasures to the gun bat* 
tery, and left a space, sc^emiogly for 
two odiers. This additioii i^e it 
appear as if tiiey intended the whole 
fir <me battery, which before waa di- 
vided into tVD. Great quantities of 
materials were dit^eraed in various 
parte of their works, and brushwood 
continued to be brought into their camp 
from the country. The snoceoling 
night they erected an epaulment of 
a9 casks long, fiiood with foscines, 
nithin the hexagon figure, at the ex- 
tremity of the parallel. The front 
!Brork was also raised, and a ditch, ex- 
tending alouR the front of the parallel 
to the east flank of the St. Carlos's, 
lined with fiisdnes. They worked also 
on the platforms of the new battery. 
The morning of the 20th, W gun-boats 
returned to Algesiras from the east: 
the^ were supposed to be the same 
which had chased the Viper and Lively 
ootteis. Intelligence from Portugal 
mentioned that several of them 1^ 
lieenlost in the gale which sprung up 
the same eveniug : we were rather dis- 



app<nnted therefoce to see so many 
return. In the evening the Viper* 
lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutters, 
sailed for England. About the time <ii 
their departure, a traverse in the St. 
Carlos's was set on fire by our artillery^ 
which produced a smart cannonade for 
some hours. The succeeding day, an-^ 
other traverse was set on fire, and 
burnt for some time. The enemy 
always behaved witb ^at spirit on 
these occasions. The mght of the 21st 
they completed their gun battery, which 
now presented to us IS embrasures: 
they likewise repaired the damage done 
by the fire. 

About noon on the 23rd, several sSg* 
nals were made at Cabrita Point, whidi 
brought out a frigate and a xebeque 
from Algeziras. Soon after, we 6b« 
served a vessel standing into the bay 
with a flowing sail. The xebeque 
passed her astern ; but the frigate bone 
down, and appeared as if she intende<^ 
to board. The vessel, however, in 
coming abreast, threw in so well« 
directed a broadiBide, that the Spaniard 
was greaUy oonfosed, and fell astern. 
The frigate afterwards wore, and re- 
turned tiie salute; but the vessel was 
at such a distance that no damage waa 
received. On her arrival at the New 
m<de, to our surprise we found her to 
he the Mercury ordnance-ship, whidi 
had left the bay in January, and, as 
we imapned, was bound to England; 
Several inhabitants, 8i:q)pQ6ing the same, 
had taken tiieir passage on board her 
for £n|[;land; and never discovered: 
their mistake, till, to their ^reat morti->' 
fication, they found, on their entrance 
into the Straits, the unjpleasant shores 
of Spain and Barbanr, instead of the 
exhilarating coast of Britain. Captain: 
Heington, who commanded her, on- 
leaving the garrison, had secret ordera 
to put into Lisbon, where he was to 
take in a cargo of various articles, axd 
return, which ordera he had directiona 
not to divulge to any penon, lest the 
enemy, by their emissaries, should get 
information of the plan, and way&y 
him in his voyage back. He aceord*. 
ingly put into Lisbon, and took in his 
cargo of wine and fruit. When every«* 
thlag was completed, he pretended 
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some farther bnnneM would still delay 
him, and pressed the passengers to 
embrace the opportimity of the packet, 
and sail for Enj^land. They however 
approved of their aeoommodation too 
well to remove ; and Captain Heington 
was relnctantly obliged to bring mem 
back to the garrison. The governor 
did not sofifer the gallant conduct of 
Captain Heington to pass nnrewarded, 
bat generously presented him with a 
handsome douceur, and strongly re- 
commended him to the Admiralty for 
promotion ; which accordingly suc- 
ceeded. On the afternoon in which 
the Mercurv arrived, the enemy fired a 
grand feu-ae-j<ne in camp, commendng 
with a salute from the lines. They 
reoeated the fire a fourth time ; which 
lea us to imagine they had gained some 
advantage at Minorca; and we after- 
wards found that our apprehensions 
had been too well founded. 

The enemy's ships in the bay were 
reinforced on the 24th and 25th with 
a frigate, four or five xebeques, and se- 
veral armed settees ; part of which pro- 
bably had been employed to block up 
the port of Mahon. The morning of 
the 25th, arrived the St Ann, ordnance- 
ship, with a supply of powder, and two 
gun-boats, on a new construction, in 
frames. We were informed by her 
that the Vernon store-ship^ under con- 
voy of a frigate, was on her passage for 
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boats on 
board. The following morning we ob- 
served the enemy had entirelv new- 
Ikced the eastern e^ulment, and raised 
it to the height of eight fiisdnes. They 
also worked on the magazine of the St. 
Martin's battery, and debouched from 
the centre of the parallel, throwing up 
a trifling line extending towards the 
south-west. The 27th, four rows of 
ten tents each were pitched in the rear 
of the Catalonian camp. We imagined 
they were occupied by the artillery 
cadets. At night the enemy added se- 
veral traverses to their thirteen-gun bat- 
tery. Beside the arrivals already noted, 
throe other vessels and several boats 
came in in the course of the month. 

The 1st of March a flag of truce 
went to the enemy, in answer to one 
from them some days before. The 



Spanish officer who rec^yed the packet 
inibrmed us that Fort St Phifip, is 
Minorca, had surrendered on the 5th of 
February. The succeeding day, a car- 
cass set fire to the enemy's thirteen-gnn 
battery, which continued bla^ng fat 
two hours. On their attempting to ex- 
tinguish the fire, we plied them so 
briskly, that several were killed and 
most of them driven fitm their work; 
but their usual gallantry at last pre- 
vailed. At night they rused a place 
d'armes at the western extremity of the 
thirteen-gun battery. These defenave 
works demonstrated that they were de- 
termined to provide as much as possible 
a^nst another sortie. The following 
night they repaired the damage done 
by the filre The carpenters of tiie 
navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of 
the new gun-boats. The 6th, ox rows 
of tents, ten in each row, were jntehed 
in the rear of the second line of the 
enemy's camp, near the horse-barrack. 
A large party was also employed in 
making a road fi^m the beaich to the 
barrack, and others were engaged in 
landing shells and different or&ance. 
These, with other appearances, bespoke 
a determined resolution to prosecute 
the siege. Our governor, cm the other 
hand, with unwearied attention em- 
ployed the garrison in repairing^ and 
putting in &e best order of defoice, 
the uraer batteries, and other works 
which had suffered fhnn the continued 
bombardment of the enemy. Hie bridge 
in the ditch at Landport was likewise 
pulled down, and other alterations tock 
place in that quarter. The enemy, on 
the 8th, raised one fiice of the eastern 
redoubt several fiisdnes in height; and 
from tiie noise heard the precedinff 
night, we imagined they also finishea 
platforms in their batteries. The day 
following. Lieutenant Cuppage, of the 
Royal Artillery, was dangerously 
wounded on the Royal battery, from a 
splinter of a small shell, which burst 
immediately after being discharged 
from the rock gun above and in the 
rear of the Royu battery: thtt was the 
second accident of the same nature. 
The 1 1th a fH^te and xebe<jne passed 
to the west, with six top-sail vessels, 
supposed to be part of the late Minorca 
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garrisoB. The night of the ISth the 
enemy. tr^oed out a work within the 
western place d'armes of the St Carlos's 
battery, apparently with an intention of 
extending the epaulment The firing 
on both sides was now considerably in- 
creased; that from the enemy amounted 
on an average to about 300 rounds in 
the twentyofour hours. 

The operations of the besiegers still 
continned tedious. On the 16th they 
palisaded the gorge of the centre re- 
doubt, and on the 18th began to pitch 
a new camp near the grand magazine 
on • the beach* At night they erected 
the epaulment of St. Paschal's mortar 
battery, and raised three traverses in 
the rear. Lieutenant White, of the 
56tli, was slightly wounded on the 16th. 
On the night of the 20th the St. Pas- 
chal's battery was raised three fescines. 
At ni^t the wind blew so strong a 
gale, uat the new windmill, on Wind- 
mill-hill, took fire from the violence of 
the friction, and was burnt to the 
ground. The 22nd the enemy made 
some trifling additions, and fixed a 
barrier-gate at the extremity of the 
fourth branch of approach. The sub- 
sequent evening, a little before nud- 
night, we were gratified with the safe 
arrival of the Vernon store-ship, having 
on board the remaining ten gun-boats 
and other materials for the garrison. 
Some hours after, the Cerberus and 
Apollo frigates, Captains Mann and 
Hamilton, with four transports, having 
the 97th regiment on bourd, anchored 
under our guns. 

The Vernon's arrival may be consi- 
dered as truly fortunate, since no less 
than thirty Spanish men-of-war of dif- 
ferent force were out purposely to in- 
tercept her and the Success frigate. Cap- 
tain Pole, her convoy. Some leagues 
to the westward of the Straits they fell 
in with a forty-gun frigate, which had 
left our (blockade) station, and was one 
of the above-mentioned cruisers. A 
warm action consequentiy commenced; 
but the Spaniard, finding the Vernon 
well arm^ and that she boldly bore 
down to support the Success, after an 
engagement of several glasses, in which 
the Vernon had a considerable share, 
thought proper to submit. On l^oard 



the prize Were found papers describing 
the Vernon to the most minute part <n 
her riggii^, at the same time mention- 
ing the omoex^ names who were pa»> 
sengers, and every particular article of 
her cargo ; and from the prisoners we 
learned the number of ships which 
were cruising to intercept her. Cap- 
tain Pole afterwards burned the Santa 
Catalina, and separated from ^e Ver- 
non on the appearance of the Cerberus 
with her convoy, which he mistook for 
the enemy's cruisers. The Vemcn 
therefore proceeded alone for the gar^ 
rison, and, at the entrance of the Straits, 
in the evening, fell in with, and indeed 
was surrounded by, the enemy's ships ; 
but, happily, the sky prognosticating a 
rough night, and she taeking at the 
same time they did, they supposed her 
a friend, and stood in for the high land ; 
and at dusk she altered her course, and 
was soon safe in her destined port 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gledstanes, of the 
72nd regiment, and other officers, came 
in her as passengers, with recruits for 
the difierent regiments in the garrison. 
The next day the 97tii regiment, com-, 
manded by Colonel Stanton, disem- 
barked 700 complete, and were imme- 
diately quartered in Scud-hill and Rosia 
barracks. This regiment soon after 
became very sickljr, and, though they 
were attended to with the greatest care 
by the governor and officers, in a fow 
months man^ of them died, and the 
rest were of little assistance to the gar- 
rison before September. 

The enemy, on the night of the 24th, 
were discovered, from Willis's, at work 
in the front of the epaulment, at the 
eastern extremity of the parallel; a 
few rounds of grape, however, quickly 
drove them under cover : they made 
several attempts to proceed, but were 
as c(mstantiy obliged to retire. The 
succeeding morning we observed they 
had employed parties in other parts of 
their works. The communication to 
the centre redoubt was raised, many 
traverses were erected behind the fourtn 
approach, and a considerable quantity 
of fascines and other materials brought 
down to their works. In the forenoon 
of the 25th, the Spanish officers belong- 
ing to the Santa Catalina, who were 
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brought to the gairiBoa in ttus yemon, 
were sent by a flag of truce into Spain 
on their parole, in the oonne of the 
4ay a shot oame throup^ one of the 
capped embrasures on Pnnoess Amelia's 
battery (Willis's), took off the legs of 
two men belonging to the 72nd and 
J73rd reeiments, one leg of a soldier of 
the 73rdy and wounded another man in 
.both legs ; thus four men had seven 
legs ti£en off and wounded br one 
ahot The boy, who was usually sta- 
tioned on the works where a large party 
was employed to inform the men when 
the enemy's fire was directed to that 
i^ce, had been repifoYing them for 
their carelessness in not attending to 
him, and had just turned his head to- 
ward the en^my, when he observed this 
shot, and instanlly called for them to 
take care; his caution was, however, 
too late ; the shot entered the embra- 
sure, and had the above^ecited fieilal 
effect It is somewhat singular that 
this boy should be po sses s ed of such 
uncommon qniekness of tiffht as to see 
the enemy's shot almost immediately 
after they quitted the guns. He was 
not, however, the only one in tiie gai> 
rison possessing this qualification ; an* 
other boy of about the same age was as 
eelebrated, if not his auperior. Both 
of them belonged to the Artificer com- 
pany, and were constantly placed on 
aome part of the worior to ofaserre the 
enemy's fire; their names were Biehard- 
son and Brand; the fivrmer was routed 
tQ have the best eye.* 
, The night of the 25tii, the enemy 
extended tiieir parallel in a continued 
diieetion with the old work about one 
hundred yards, with casksand fiiscines, 
banked up with sand in fl*ont. The 
adcoeeding evening, we perceived seve- 



* These boys w«re aftsrwarcU pstconiied by 
tome officers of their corps, and, beins foana 
^aick and very intellif^t, were placed in the 
angiaeer's drawing-room, and eventually ob- 
Uined commissions in the oorps of engioteevs. 
One of the works of these young men, while 
porsoing their studies at Woolwich, was to 
flnish the large model of the Rock of GibralUr, 
whieh formerly stood in the model-room diere, 
and was much admired for beaaty of exeontioa 
and minute correctness. It was destroyed in 
(he fire by which that building was consumed. 
Richardson and Brand both died of yellow 
£|Vfr in the West IndiM. 



rat guns in the St. Martin'a htMerj; 
and it was imagined, tfiaft oidiianee 
were hroof^ forward for the other 
batleriea. The night of the S6liwtfa^ 
began merlons for six cmbasans in 
tiie eastern redoubt, two in eaefa fi^e 
opemnr on the Devil's Tower, Lines, 
and Old mole: they also lagtbened 
the parallel, and strengthened tbat part 
which was raised tiie preeedijig night. 
The 28th, they scaled several ^nns and 
mortsraintheadvanoedbftttenes; and 
the following day, we condnded, thegf 
mounted all their ocdoanee, as their 
working parties gave a general huzsa, 
and then withdrew for the day. 

Our opponents at this time scarcely 
expended more than 200 rounds in the 
24 hours ; but we frequently sainted 
tiiem with double that nmnber in that 
period. The ni^t of the 28th and 
29th, the enemy lined with ^seines 
the prolongation of the parallel, and 
erected five traverses in ttLe eastism re- 
doubt Their batteries near Hie tovrer 
now appeared to be ooaipletBd) die 
fourth month being just expired since 
they had been destroyed. The 3l8^ 
being a grand festival, oor batteries 
were double manned, expecting the 
besieg^ would <qwn thetr advanced 
batteries ; but not firing, tlie reinforce- 
ment was remanded at noon. In the 
evening, about six o'clock, a shell set 
fire to the fiaak of the eastern redoubt 
and, the flame being <mb^«^>wI with a 
bride discharge^ bwned nqadly for 
some hours: at last, howev^, the 
enemy extinguished iU Tlie succeed- 
ing mominff, we peroaved that they 
had covered with sand the part which 
had taken fire, and a number of fi»efaies 
were lymg in great conibBioa about 
the work. The same night, a boat 
came in from Portugal with sheep, 
oranges, lemons, and fowls ; two others 
also arrived in the course of the month. 

On the evening of the Ist of April, 
a soldier of the 39th regiment d e s c f te d 
from Landport : several nundred rounds 
of musketry and gnipe were dkcharged 
at him, some of wluch it is imagined 
took effect, as he dropped just before 
he got to the St Caiios's hnttery, and 
wasearried into the work bv seven of 
the guard. At dusk, a Twnteer of 
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•Arragon came over to os : he brought 
Ikis arms and some necessaries, which, 
;>rith oUier circamstances, oocasioned a 
^nspi<^n of his being a spy. H0 i!e- 
poiied- that the enemy had suffered 
oonsiderably in restoring their batte- 
ries ; ujyward of 400 being killed, and 
nearly as many more wounded. The 
eastern redoubt, he informed us, was 
called the Mahon battery. The enemy, 
on the 2nd, began to pitch tents in. rear 
of" the Walon guards: they wwe af- 
terwards increased to six double rows, 
capable of quartering a battalion of 
mSmtry. 

As grates for heating shot were dis- 
tribated on the different northern bat- 
teries in the beginning of this month, 
isre ima^ned the governor intended 
applying red-hot shot against the ene- 
my's works, which appeared now com- 
plete. We were however disappointed ; 
they were still reserved as a bonne 
bouche, for the closing of the scene. 

The night of the 5th, the enemy 
erected, at the extremity of the paral- 
lel, a place d'armes, of four sides, one 
of which was the parallel lengthened, 
the other three extending in obtuse 
aagles to the rear. The 6th, Colonel 
Stuiton was appointed a br^;adier- 
general; and Qiptain Blanckley, of 
the 97th regiment, his brigade-major. 
The 8th, we perceived some tents 
pitched upon the plain beneath the 
rains of Carteia; and the following 
day this camp was increased with five 
double rows of tents: a regiment in 
white took possession in the evening. 
The 9th, a regiment in blue marched 
into tibe new camp, pitched the 2nd of 
this mcmA. The same day all the 
carpenters of the regiments in garrison 
(those of the 97th regiment excepted) 
were ordered, with a hundred addi- 
tional real men, into the King^s works. 
At night the enemy made some altera- 
tions near St. Paschal's battery, and 
strengthened the place d'armes at the 
extremity of the parallel. The 10th, 
Lieutenant Wetham, of the 12tb regi- 
ment, was killed by a- splinter of a 
shell, marching at the head of the 
spor-ffuard up the ramp, from Land- 
port cutch. His servant also lost his 
arm, and the drummer had his drum 



broken to pieces : but the rest of thtt 
^;uard escaped. This voung officer be- 
mg much liked, his aeath was muchk 
regrett^ ; and it seemed particularly 
nnfortunate,. as the enemy only fired 
that &tal shell, and one shot, in the 
earlier part of the day. 

A Faro boat arrived on the 11th 
from Portugal, with dispatches for th9 
governor. A private letter, sent from 
Lisbon by this boat^ communicated to 
us most important intelligence : it 
mentioned, that great preparations werd 
making at Cadiz, and in the Mediter« 
ranean ports, for a most vigorous ^t* 
tack on Gibraltar; and that the Due 
de Crillon, who had lately taken St. 
Philip's, was to command -with 20,000 
French and Spanish troops, in addition 
to what were at present, before the 
garrison; with Monsieur d'Ar^on, a 
French engineer of ^reat eminence an4 
abilities; and Admiral Don Bonaven- 
tura Moreno* with 10 sail of the line, 
beside fioating«batteries, gun and moi>> 
tar boats, &c. &c. The truth of this 
intelligence we little doubted, as many^ 
circumstances now occurred daily that 
served to confirm it The enemy's 
cannonade, in the course of the 12th, 
was singular indeed: fix>m six in the 
morning to sunset, they fired every 
twp or three minutes a single gun or 
mortar ; and being the anniversary of 
their bombardment, it appeared still 
more extraordinary. Some jocular 
persons in the garrison remarked, that 
perhaps they were commemorating the 
da^r with fasting and prayer, and by. 
their minute-guns expressing their sor- 
row, that so many thousand barrels of 
powder, and rounds of ammunition*/ 
should have been expended to so little 
purpose. Their firing from the 12th 
gradually decreased, for about a week; 
when, for a few nights, they fired 
brisker than usual. It afterwards di- 
minished to about a hundred rounds on 
an average in the 24 hours, and scarcely, 
exceeded that number during the r^. 
mainder of the month. Their fiiscioe. 
parties continued to be actively em-, 
ployed preparing materials in their 
parks ; and long strings of mules weie 
constantly removing them to the lines 
and advanced batteries. Throoghoat 
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their camp new life seemed to be in- 
Aned into the troopfi: instead of that 
inactive languor Wnich had so long 
prevailed in all thdr q>erations, every 
person now appeared in motion. 

The mormng of the 16th we re- 
marked that tbB enemy had repaired 
the eastern part of the Mahon battery, 
which had been burnt down the latter 
end of the preceding month. Some 
other triflinff additions were also made 
to this woriE. The 20th arrived the 
Antigallican ordnance-ship from Eng- 
land. The nights of the 2l8t and 22nd 
the enemy's parties added some farther 
r^iairs to the Mahon battery : they also 
raised a small work near the tower, and 
erected several traverses in various 
parts of the paralleL The 24th one of 
oar new gan-boats, which had been 
launched on the 18th, was tried with 
an ei^hteen-pounder on board ; and the 
practice met with the approbation of 
the governor and officers of the navy. 
As a person was sent out in the Vernon 
to snperintend their construction, the 
keels of several other boats after his 
arrival were immediately laid on the 
stocks ; and the carpenters, being now 
acquainted with the marks, pro^eded 
wi^ confidence and expedition: four 
or five more therefore were in great 
£>rwardness. We observed about this 
tune numbers of boats passing and re- 
passing between Algeziras and Point 
Mala; aud two ships in the river 
Palmones, which we imagined were 
litting out as fire-ships: precautions 
were therefore taken to render them 
inefiectual, in case they resolved on 
another attempt to bum our frigates. 
The 25th, a little before daybreak, a 
deserter came in fi*om the enemy : he 
was a native of Arragon, and comrade 
to the last : he confinned our informa- 
tion from Lisbon respecting the in- 
tended attack, under me command of 
the Due de Crillon ; adding, that they 
had resolved to make the principal 
attack by sea; for which purpose large 
ships were to be fitted up in a peculiar 
manner with junk, cork, &c. The new 
camp, near Rocadillo Point, he said, 
was occupied by the regiment of Cor- 
dova infantry, lately arrived from 
Centa. 



Thoog^ their camp had been con- 
riderabl^ reinjbroed within the pre- 
ceding six weeks, yet we coold not 
observe that they had made any addifion 
to their advanced guards, wmch con- 
tinued to be about the same number as 
mentioned some months bef(H«. The 
28th they raised the merlons of ih^ 
Mahon battery with sand-bags. In the 
course of the day they brought down 
two guns from thdr artillery park to 
Port Tonara, whither they had carried 
four the preceding day. The 30th 
they began laying platforms in the 
Mahon battery: on the same day we 
launched our second gnn-boat. Seven 
more were on the stocks. 

In the beginning of May the enemy 
repaired the west branch of the St 
Carlos's, which fell down some time 
before, and made some alterations in 
the Black battery. Several hundred 
mules came likewise witli clay to the 
lines. From seven in the evening of 
the 4th, to the same hour the succeed- 
ing afternoon, both the garrison and 
the enemy were silent. This was the 
first twenty-four hours in which there 
had been no firing for the space of 
nearly thirteen months. 

The evening of the 7th the Cerberos 
and Apollo frigates, with four trans- 
ports and four ordnance-ships, sailed 
for England. The succeeding morning 
we ob6«*ved that three of the transports 
were captured, and, in company with 
the enemy's cruisers, were then turning 
to windward. In the afternoon of the 
9th, a line-of-battle ship, with seven 
large vessels aud a few polacres and 
tartans, arrived in the bay from the 
west, and anchored at Algeziras. At 
dusk the large vessels, which ai^)eared 
to be the old men-of-war or giedleons, 
hauled close in shore. The governor, 
at night, ordered a picket to reinforce 
Waterport ^uard. The enemy still 
continued discharging about a hundred 
rounds every twenty-fi)ur hours; and 
their parties as well as ours were em- 
ployed in making trifling additions and 
repairs. The arrival of the above- 
mentioned shipping at Algeziras occa- 
sioned various conjectures : fh>m many 
circumstances we had reason to ima- 
gine they were intended for the attack 
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by sea, which was meditating against 
,th.e garrison. The governor and chief 
engineer's attention consequently be- 
came engaged toward the sea-line : the 
beach behind the Old mole was fortified 
-with a row of sloping palisades; Water- 
port gateway was well barricaded, and 
a chevaux-de-frise ordered to be got 
ready to place at the foot of Landport 
glacis : the ramp in the ditch was like- 
•y^ise removed ; and those batteries on 
the sea-line, which they cohceived 
might probably be opposed to the 
enemy's attack, were inspected, and put 
in the best order of defence. 

The enemy, about the 12th, removed 
and made a new arrangement of their 
ordnance in the forts and batteries 
along the coasts: we sup^)osed they 
'were chan^ng them for others of a 
larger calibre. The 14th several of 
the large ships at Algeziras struck their 
yards and top-masts, and a great num- 
ber of men appeared on board them ; 
which movements left us no longer to 
doubt that they were intended to be fitted 
up as floating batteries for the grand 
attack: this opinion was confirmed in 
the afternoon, by their beginning to 
cut down the poops of two of them. 
The subsequent day three store-ships, 
the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles, arrived from England with 
powder, shells, bedding, and timber. 
Three gun-boats, on their appearance 
in the Gut, went from the point to 
speak them; but, the ships hoisting 
French colours, and standing for Alge- 
ziras, the boats were deceived, and re- 
turned: the fiilse colours were soon 
• after struck, and British displayed ; and 
they arrived without opposition. The 
new gun-boats which were launched 
were on this occasion of particular ser- 
vice ; and before nieht 1900 barrels of 
powder were secured in our magazines. 
The enemy on the 17th opened thirteen 
large port-holes in the larboard side of 
one of the ships at Algeziras, and seven 
in another. 

Their operations now in the ad- 
vanced works, almost totally ceased ; 
their whole attention seemed occupied 
by the ships at Algeziras, and by ar- 
rangements in their camp. Cannon 
and a variety of military stores were 



landed beyond Point Mala, and a strong 
party was employed in erecting a large 
building near the landing-place, which 
we conjectured was for an hospital. 
The finng on both sides varied as cir- 
cumstances directed. Three men of the 
58th regiment were missing on the 
19th; and, a party being immediately 
sent in quest of them, their bodies were 
found dashed to pieces behind the rock ; 
the rope by wMch they were to have 
descended being many yards too«hort 
The enemy were very active about 
their ships; eleven port-holes were 
opened in the side of a third; and, on 
the 21st, they began to strengthen their 
larboard sides with some materials 
which appeared like junk. The elas- 
ticity and resistance of this article ren- 
dered it very eligible for the purpose. 
On the land side they continued collect- 
ing brushwood from all parts of the 
country, and had strong parties at work 
making fascines. At Uie landing-place 
stores of eve^ species were daily dis- 
embarked. On the other handC the 
garrison, with unwearied assiduitv, 
made various dispositions to repel their 
attack. The sloping palisades at Water- 
port by this tune were finished, and the 
gateway barricaded, excepting a small 
passage for the wicket To this post &e 
governor seemed particularly to attend. 
The intentions of the enemy were no 
longer mysterious: every preparation 
was therefore made to give them a 
warm reception : an additional number 
of grates for heating shot were made 
and distributed along the line-wall; 
and the navy lowered their yards and 
topmasts, to be in readiness to act on 
shore at a moment's notice. 
. A privateer xebeque arrived on the 
25th fix>m Leghorn, with a Corsican 
officer and 12 privates, who came to 
offer their services as volunteers during 
the approaching attack ; which the go- 
vernor accepted, and ordered them to 
be entertained by different regiments 
till the others arrived, who, they in- 
formed us, were on their passage. In 
the evening a large building, to the 
east of the Catalonian camp, took fire^ 
and was totally consumed : it had for- 
merly been a barrack, but was now, as 
the deserters informed us, a gt^narj 
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for forage and corn. We numbered «t 
tliif^.tiine upward <tf 100 pieces of eaii- 
non in the artillery park of the enemy. 
The sl5th the engmeers began to mine 
a gallery from a place above Farring- 
don*s battery (Willis's), to communicate 
through the rock to a notch or pro- 
jection of the rock, b^ow Green's 
Lodge, in which the governor proposed 
to make a battery. The 26th another 
vessel arriyed fh>m Algiers, and brought 
letters, acquainting us that it was uni- 
versally believed in Spain, that the gar- 
rison, from the magnitude of the pre- 
parations for the attack, inevitably must 
be taken before the end of July. The 
stole day about noon a large fleet ap- 
peared from the east upward of lUO 
sail of which we observed iu the even- 
ing enter the bay, and anchor between 
the river Palmones and Algeziras. The 
succeeding morning we were enabled 
to make our observations on them: 
three were large and armed, one of 
them with a flag at her mizen: the 
test were ships with troops on board, 
dud small polacres and settees, sup- 
posed from tiieir appearance to be laden 
with stores. In the course of the 27th, 
28th, and 29th, they landed, it was 
imagined, about 12 battalions ; which, 
calculated at about 750 to each bat* 
talion, amounted to about 9000 men, if 
the regiments were complete. As the 
troops disembarked, they encamped in 
the rear of the second line, extending 
toward the horse-barrack now called 
Bnena Vista, which, we understood 
from the last deserters, had been fitted 
up for the commander-in-chief's quar- 
ters: others of them occupied the 
ground on the left of the first line, and 
on the right of the Catalonians, in an 
obtuse direction up the hill toward the 
Queen of Spain's Qiair. Large parties 
were detached to land the military 
stores. 

A flag of truce came from the enemy 
OD the 28th, with a letter from Mr. 
Anderson, a merchant who had left the 
garrison some dajs before, and had 
been taken on his passage to Faro. 
!Before the puiport of the flag was 
known, the governor, speaking to the 
Offficers near him, said ''he supposed 
^ duke was arrived, and had sent to 



summon the garrison; but he should 
give him a short answer, No,— I^ 
and hoped the g^itlemen" (addressiDg 
himself to the ofSeers present) ** waii 
all support him." He had not, how- 
ever, an opportraiity of being so s^rit^ 
edly laconic The day following we 
perceived a new encampment between 
the Catalonians and the left of the first 
line, and great additions were made to 
those mentioned before. &x of their 
battering-ships were now in faaod, and 
an universal activity was observed 
throughout their camp. The firing on 
both sides varied very little : if there 
were any difference in the number d 
rounds, the garrison had the advantage 
Our en^eers at this time wei« em- 
ployed m repairing the daonaged and 
uneven platforms on the sea-line bat- 
teries, and the artillery in di^xising of 
the heavy ordnance where they would 
act with greater execution and effect 
Scarce a day now passed but vessels of 
all denominations arrived in the bay, 
at the enemy's camp, the generality 
of which seoned laden with military 
stores and materials for the siege. 

June did not oommenoe with 'any- 
thing eztnun^nary. The 2Bd Bri* 
gadier Stanton died of a ooup de soleil. 
The oaemy, the following day^ pitched 
several large tonts to die sootiiward of 
Algeziras, for the accommodation of 
the workmen employed in fitting up 
their ships. ' The 4th, being his Ma- 
jesty's birthday, the last of our new 
gun-boats was launched ; and at ncoa 
the whole fired a salute, cmnmencing 
with a salvo of 44 guns shotted, from 
the north front of the garrison: the 
enemy'« battmes instantly returned our 
land-fire, and in so smart a manner as 
to convince us they had prepared to re- 
taliate. The following are the names 
of the gun-boats, and stupe tnmi which 
they were manned :— 

From the BHUicmt^fiigate, 

Reveo^ . . one 24-piounder 21 men 

Defiance . • one 24 do. 21 do. 

Kesolution . one 18 dOb 21 do. 

Spitfire . . • one 18 do. 21 do. 

Dreadnought one 18 do. 21 do. 

Thunder . ^ one 18 do. . 21 do. 



Jirsa.] 



SIEGE OP GIBRALTAR. 



118 



From the Porcupine fitgate. 



Snfopa 

Terrible 

Fury 



one 24 ponnder 21 men 

one 18 do. 21 da 

one 18 do. 21 da 

one 18 do. 21 do. 

Tenor ... one 18 do. 21 do. 
From the speedwell cutter. 

Vengeance . one 18 do. 21 do. 

On the 5th, three rows of doable 
tents, ten in each row, -were pitched 
near Baroelo's battery, at Algeziras. 
Mr. McGregor, a Tolnnteer in the 73rd, 
-was wonndied the same day by a shell, 
of which article the enemy's artillery, 
•within a day or two, had been more 
profuBe than nsoal. The 6th, Captain 
vTidebnrg of Reden's was wounded in 
the Queen's lines. On the 7th, our 
artillery practised fh>m the King's 
iMustion, with red-hot shot, against the 
Irishman's brig, which was stranded 
at the back of the Old mole. In the 
first round, whilst one of the artillery- 
men was patting in the shot, the mre 
by some meansf uunediately commani- 
cated to the cartridge^ and the unfbr- 
tonate man was blown from the em- 
brasure in some hundred pieces:, two 
others were also sli^tly wounded with 
the onezpeeted recoil of the carriage. 
The practice aftrar this accident was 
disoontinned. In the evening, a shell 
fell into a quarter in town, and carried 
awa^ part of a chair, in which Ensign 
M'Kenzie, of the 73rd, was sitting: it 
immediately burst hi-lbe room bdow, 
and lifted lum andTthe chair from the 
floor, without further injury. 

The enemy's inactivity m their ad- 
canoed batteries was si^dently com- 
pensated by their diligence and oelerity 
at Algeziras: six ships were now in 
great mrwardness, ana on the 10th they 
beg^ upon another. Of this interval 
of tranquillity, as we may call it 
(though the enemy had not quite dis- 
continued their fire), the governor took 
advantage, and employed it with inde- 
fidgable zieal in completmg the works 
of & garrison. New batteries bearing 
OD Waterport, which appeared to be his 
flnmd object of defence, were opened 
m the^Moorish castle ; a caisBoned bat- 
tery was also erected at Up^ Forbes's^ 
and iome alterationamade in the lines; 



movable palisades, with casks of earth, 
sand, &c. were distributed in vanous 
parts along the line-wall, to be ready 
m case a breach should be effected; 
and the outworks at Landport imder- 
went some advantageous alterations; 
Two or three men about this time 
attempted to desert ; but they were all 
retaken. 

On the 11th, between ten and eleven 
o'clock, an milucky shell from the 
enemy fell through the splinter-TOoof^ 
at the door of the magazme on Prin* 
cess Anne's battery (Willis's), and 
bursting, communicated to the powder, 
which instantiy blew up. The explo- 
rion was so violent as to shake the 
whole rock, and throw the materials 
on both sides an almost incredible way 
into the sea. Three merions on the 
west flank of the battery, with several 
unfortunate men who had run behhid 
them for shelter, were forced down, 
from the level of the platforms into the 
Prince's lines, which, with the Queen's 
below, were almost filled with mbbi^ 
Another magazine near it happily 
escaped, thoogh the door was thrown 

rby the explosion. Our loss by 
dreadful accident was chiefly 
among the workmen who were em- 
ployed on the flank of the battery: 
1 drummer, and 13 rank and file^ were 
killed; 3 ^eijeants, 3 drummers, and 
9 rank and file, wounded. Immedi- 
ately after the report of the explosion, 
and on the appearance of the liurge 
column of smoke, the enemy gave a 
loud huzza ; thar drmns beat to aims 
in the camp; and some persodk aver 
that their first line assembled, and were 
actually on their march towards Fort 
St Phuip, but afterwards retnmedL As 
the engmeers, after the acddent, got 
together the remains of the party, to 
elfeotoaUy secure the magazine whidh 
had so miraculously escape, the enemy 
continued the cannonade the remainder 
of the day; and, as if fkte was resolved 
at that particular time to sport with our 
anxiety, in the course of this firing two 
other diells fell upon the remaming 
magazine, and one into the very splin* 
ter-proof infhmtofthedoor. HaroilT 
the latter did not go through ; forif it 
had, this magazine might have abared 
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the fate of its neighbour, and the whole 
of the batteries at Willis's have pro- 
bably been materially linured. Prin- 
cess Anne's battery, the nank of it ex- 
cepted, was not considerably damaged ; 
the caissoned merlons were much 
shaken, and the battery filled with 
rubbish. However, before night the 
whole was cleared away, and several 
rounds fired from that battery, as well 
as from the other batteries, to con- 
Tince the enemy that the misfortune 
was not of so much importance as they 
probably imagined. Indeed, from so 
areadfnl an accident it was wonderful 
that the injury was not of greater oon- 
seouence. 

llie navy, on the 13th, under the 
direction of the engineers, began to 
caisson the west face of the New mole 
fort About sunset, a soldier of the 
58th reffiment, who had lately joined 
in the Vernon, deserted from Land- 
port : at night a picket was ordered to 
reinforce that guard. The 14th, a 
French frigate, with 18 or 19 polacres, 
&c. arrived in the bay. The same 
afternoon, a xebeque, returning to Al- 
geziras, from the east, stood in so close 
to the garrison, that die was perplexed 
by the eddy -winds, and remained a 
considerable time stationary. The gar- 
rison fired upon her, and the gun-boats 
were manned, and rowed out to attack 

■ her; but two of the enemy's boats, 
coming to her assistance, towed her 
head round; and soon after a breeze 
carried her out of all danger. If our 
boats had got out a little earlier, she 
might have been roughly handled; 
and some were sanguine enough to 
think she might have been taken. 

As boats were constantly detached 
by the navy at nightfall, to row guard 
at some distance from the garrison, and 
give information of the approach of the 

- {pm-boats, or any other vessels, curio- 
sity often prompted them to approach 
the enemy's shore ; and for some pre- 
ceding nights they reported, that they 
heard, at Algeziras, a noise like that of 
men hard at work; whence we con- 
cluded, their impatience to finish their 
battering-ships made them embrace all 
opportunities, both by day and night. 
'The reth, a new camp was observed 



between the grand magazine and the 
Orange-grove. The ba^ipn which 
occupied it were suppo6e4 tQ he disen^ 
barked from the small Qo^voy which 
arrived on the 14th. At ^ight, a noase - 
of boats was distinctly he%rd .from our 
prames, at some distance in the bay ; 
It however ceased on a gun beine firod 
towards that quarter. This cucum- 
stance occasioned new agnals to be 
appointed for the prames. The 97tlk 
regiment, on the 1 7th, for the first time^ 
^ve a picket of 40 men. "The fiillow-* 
uig ^y» Hardenberg's regiment was 
oraered, in case of an alarm, to act 
with the 58ih at Europa, instead of 
marching to town. In the afternoon, 
a French convoy, of upwards of 60 sul, 
under 3 frigates, anchored in the bay, 
off the Guadaranque, fh>m llie east 
As most of the shi^ had troops en 
board, we concluded it was the French 
reinforcement, of which we had re- 
ceived previous information. It proved 
to be a detachment from the French 
army, which had succeeded in the cap- 
ture of Minorca a short time before. 
The following evening, several Spanish 
and French general officers, with their 
suites, visited the lines; where they 
remained, excepting one general, wIm^ 
accom]^ied by an artilleiy-offioer and 
an engineer, came forward to the ad- 
vanced works, and stood some time in 
front of the St Martin's battery. At 
this time a group of those who remuned 
in the lines were assembled on the 
glacis : our artillery thought proper to 
give them a shot, which tlie general in 
the advanced works probably took as a 
hint to retire ; for he immediately palled 
off his hat, and returned into the bat- 
tery. This circumstance served to con- 
firm us in our conjectures tiiat the rein- 
forcement was French; and it was 
computed to be about 5000 men. Soon 
after the above fleet arrived, 5 gun- 
boats approached very near tlie town, 
apparently out of bravado, to demon- 
strate to their new friends how con 
temptuously they considered us; bot^ 
a few rounds takmg effect, they retired 
in great conftision, and most likely paid 
dear for their arrogance. The 20th 
and 21st, the French troops disem* 
barked, and encamped to the east id 
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the stone qoany, immediately imder 
tlie Queen on Spun's Chiiir. 

As affidrs were daily becoming more 
interesting^ the seijeants, and such 
dnunmers of the garrison as were able, 
^rere ordered, in ease of alarm, to torn 
oat ^th firelocks and accontrements; 
^which were accordingly delivered to 
the different regiments from the srand 
store. The governor seemed deter- 
mined to have no idle hands in the 
place at sach a critical time. Musi- 
cians, who before had been exempted 
fixmi duty, also returned to the use of 
the firelock and shovel. 

The morning of the 21st, two Ge- 
noese, formerly inhabitants of the gar- 
rison, who had been taken by the 



enemy in a settee bound for Gibraltar, 
made their escape in a boat from a 
prison-ship at Algeziras. Thev m- 
formed us that the grand attack was 
fixed to be in September ; but that all, 
both sailors and soldiers, were much 
averse to the enterprise. In tiie after- 
noon, two general officers again visited 
the lines; and we remarked their 
guards did not relieve at their usual 
hour, but probably came down after 
twilight From the 19th to the 21st, 
the enemy's fire daily diminished; and 
on the 22nd, about five in the evenine, 
their batteries were totally silent This 
sudden cessation induced us to conclude 
that the Due de Crillon had assumed 
the command of the combined army. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Spaniards Tery aetive in completing their battering-aliipe— The nephew of the c ol e h M t eACafr 
lican general, Pascal Pkoll, arrives at Gibraltar, and offers, with others of hi» eooatryneB, 
to act as a y olunteer daring the siege— Enemy, after great prepanCioifts, eommenee the 
additional works on the isthmos— Letters between the Dne de Crillon and General Eliett 
—Enemy's works are by accident set on fire, which induces tlie duke to protect them by s 
temporary cannonade— The British seamen landed and formed into a, marine bngad»>- 
Aetive operations of the besiegers— Some of tlie battering-shipa remove to the Orange- 
grove, where the enemy begin to assemble their maritime force— Lieat. Geneml Boyd ie> 
commends an immediate trial of hot shot, the success of which provokea the enemy to open 
their new batteries before they are completed — ^The combined Oeeta of Franoe and Spain 
arrive in the bay of Gibraltar— The grand attoek— The batteiing-ahips destroyed, and the 
enemy mseoed from inevitable death by the gallantry of the marine brigade — f-ff^^wt of 
the besiegem aftet theii defeat, till their small eraft disperse. 



Trb oonrt of Madrid, whose whole 
attention seemed bent npon the reoo- 
Tery of Gibraltar, had mtherto found 
all her attempts, whether by sea or 
land, totally mefiectoal, and the re- 
peated disgrace which her arms had 
8a£Bered conld not &il to mortify her 
I>ride. The cmel and wanton destrac- 
tion of the town had tended to no other 
purpose than to reflect dishonour on 
her measures in the eye of Europe. 
Pride and revenge, therefore, now 
urged her to the utmost exertions of 
her power and skill, so that no means 
were neglected, no expense was spared, 
to insure success. Her treasures were 
lavishly expended ; the labour of the 
nation was exhausted in the magni- 
tude of the preparations; and her 
whole naval and military foroe now ap- 
peared directed to the recovery of that 
natural and ancient appendage of tiie 
crown. 

The Due de Crillon, lately returned 
from the conquest of Fort St Philip, 
who had formerly commanded at the 
Spanish lines before Gibraltar, and 
was perfectiy acf^ualnted with the situ- 
ation of the gamson, was appointed to 
conduct the military force to be em- 
ployed in this arduous and interesting 
enterprise. With him were joined 
Monsieur d'ArQon (a French engineer 



of great repute) and Admiral Moreno. 
The former had projected a plan, whi<^ 
had met with tne approbation of his 
Most Catholic Majesty, for attacking the 
place with battering-diips, constructed 
upon such principles ^t ther were 
equally considered as impregnabie and 
incombttgtible ; and, from the prodigious 
powers of which, little else was ex- 
pected than almost the annihilaticm of 
the garrison: the latter had rendered 
himsielf equally eminent with the gene- 
ral in the preceding conquest of Mi- 
norca. Under commanders of such 
distinguished ability, aided by eveiy 
combination of foroe whidi human iik- 
vention could devise, we need not in 
the least wonder at the flattering ide«» 
universally formed by the nation, of 
the event 

General Eliot^ on the oppodte side. 
xmawed by the impending strnm, pro- 
vided for every circumstanoe which 
might occur. Though surrounded on 
every hand with enemies, and fhr dis- 
tant from any hopes of relief and asras^ 
ance, ^et he reposed such confldence in 
the vigorous and united exertions of 
the litde army under his command, 
whom he had already found superior 
to the greatest hardships, that he vras 
not apprehensive of trusting* the event 
to the decision of that fortone^ irhich 
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bad been «k> often fitvourable to the in- 
terests of the garrison. 

The 24th of Jnne, the garrison began 
to practise parapet-firing, with ball, at 
CBdES plaeed at different distances in 
the bay. Two days following, the 
enemy's cannon were all under metal, 
and their advanced sentries and guards 
were reinforced. At Algeziras they 
still oontinoed to woric on seven ships : 
flSad in camp nnmeroas parties were 
emplo}^ in landing great quantities of 
stores, and in ranging ordnance, &c. in 
tbeir artillery pai^. Early on the 
moniing of the 27th, the captain of the 
Queen's lines guard challenged two 
persons who had approached toForbes's 
barrier; one of whom, finding they 
•were observed, cried out in French, 
'•Don't firel" after which, both in- 
stantly ran away toward the lines. In 
their retreat, one of them fell, and, his 
cloak coming unfolded, our sentries 
oould distinguish that his uniform was 
white; which circumstance, added to 
tbatof their speaking French, induced 
OS to condnde they 'were officers of 
that nation. A person of distinction, 
supposed to be the Due de Crillon, on 
the 30th, visited the lines and ad- 
vanced works. Our artillery fired a 
shot over him and his suite, to show 
them that they were observed. At 
night, a soldier of the 56th, attempting 
to desert from the Signal-house guard, 
was dadied to pieces in his descent 
The next day his body was exposed as 
a public spectacle, to mtimidate others 
from provoking a similar fkte. 
' In the beginning of July, the tenth 
ship had been in hand two or three 
days ; and the enemy's artificers were 
at work on the tops of those which 
were in the greatest forwardness, 
placing strong tmibers, in form of a 
dos d'ftne, to serve as bomb-proo&. 
At night they raised their parallel se- 
veral fascines in height, and banked it 
up in front witii sand. Though the 
enemy's batteries had continued ralent 
snce the 22nd of June, the garrison 
persevered in a brisk discharge, direct- 
ing their fire to all parts of the lines, 
as well as the advanced works. The 
evening of the 2nd, a party of the 
enemy advanced to Bay-side barrier; 



but several rounds of grape, which 
were fired fiom Willis's, soon forced 
themtoretire» The succeeding evening 
they again attempted to take pnost there, 
and met with a similar reception. Our 
navy, under the direction of an en- 
gineer, about this time repaired the 
boom of Waterport, and sunk anchors 
in the shallow water at the back of the 
Old mole. The enemy, though we ex- 
pected it, never molei£id them in this 
duty: indeed they seemed too intent 
upon their own operations to pay atten** 
tion to any of ours. 

The success attending our progress 
in the gallery above Farringdon's bat- 
tery, produced the idea of making a 
communication firom the extremity of 
the King's to the Queen's lines ; and, 
on tiie 6th, a party of miners began 
this new subterranean passage. Esu-ly 
the day following, a brig, coming in 
from the west, was taken by a xeb^ue 
and carried into Algeziras. If the 
master of this vessel had acted pm- 
dentiy^, he might probably have escaped. 
On his first appearance, he coasted 
under French colours; but being 
abreast of the point, and observing a 
felucca standing out to speak him, he 
hoisted British, and fired a shot This 
circumstance spread the alarm: four 
or five gun-boats immediately rowed 
out and opposed her passage till a xe^ 
beque came up and run her aboard. 

The afternoon of the 18th, an extra^^ 
ordinary instance of gallantly and pre- 
sence of mind occurred at the labora- 
tory adjoining the South bastion. An 
artdleryman, named Hartley, was em- 
ployed in the laboratory filling shells 
with carcass composition, and driving 
fuses into 5^ and 6 inch shells. One 
of them, by some unaccountable ao- 
cident, took fire in ihe operation ; and, 
although he was surrounded with un- 
fixed fuses, loaded shells, composition, 
&c., with the most astonishing coolness 
he carried out the lighted shell, and 
threw it where it could do littie or no 
harm, and two seconds had-scarcelv 
elapsed before it exploded. If the shell 
had burst in the laboratonr it is almost 
certain the whole would have been 
blown up, when the loss in fixed ammu- 
nition, fixses, &c., &C., would have been 
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irreparable, exdoshe of the damage 
which the fortificationfl must haye su- 
fered from the cocploaiaii, and the lives 
that might have been lost. He -was 
handsomely rewarded b j the governor. 
The night of the 10th, a soldier of De 
la Motte's, who had been missing fhim 
the 5th, was discovered by the qnarter- 
gnard of that regiment stealing bread 
from the men's tents : he was instantly 
porsned, bat coold not be overtaken. 
The next day, however, he was foond 
concealcMl in a cave. Two others had 
also been retaken within a few preced- 
ing days. 9ach attention had been 
paid to scarping the back of the rock, 
that it was little short of madness in 
these wretches, at this period, to at- 
tempt desertion. 

Some experiments were made, in the 
beginning of this month, with large 
stones, cut to fit the calibre of a 13- 
inch mortar. The stones had a small 
bole drilled in the centre which being 
filled with a sufficient quantity of pow- 
der, they were fired with a short fuse, 
to burst over the enemy's works; and 
the fragments were expected to do 
some damage, as well as alarm their 
workmen. It was an imusual mode of 
annoyance, and for its novelty was used 
for some time, but was soon laid aside« 
The 11th, in the afternoon, four sailors, 
under pretence of visitiing some fishing- 
pots, deserted to the enemy. Two of 
them were concerned in the conspiracy 
to run away witii the ^)eedwell cutter, 
as mentioned, some months before. 
The followii^ evening, a seijeant of 
the 72nd regiment, who had absented 
himself several days from his corps, 
and who, previous to his absence, had 
left a letter signifying his intention to 
.desert, was retaken ludf-way down the 
rock, between Charles the Fifth's wall 
and Mount Misery. He was so situ- 
ated as to be unable to descend or 
return, and was at length obliged to 
cry for assistance ; which being heard 
by the guard at the former post, search 
was made for the unhapi^ man, and 
he was afterwards executed. 

A deserter from the regiment of 
Bechart came in on the 14tii : he ac- 
qmdnted us that the Due de Crill<m 
. had assumed the command of the siege. 



and that General Don Alvaiea had 
quitted the can^; that the eomkraied 
anny ooDosted of f^rty-five battaliens of 
infimtiy, ineludii^ ^ght 'Fnati^ baU 
talionsy two battiliona of Spanirii, and 
four companies of French artiUer^, 
beside cavalry ; but, awine to deaeitioDy 
their numbers were ooiisMerably dbm- 
nished. The battering-fihips^ he sm^ 
were to have on board Freii^ artillery ; 
and it was reported they wronld be 
competed in about six we^os^ iSbe time 
we Dad calculated onneWes from ob- 
servations <m their progress. Abeot 
this period additional forses for bat- 
ing shots were established in difiE»«Bt 
parts of the garrison, -with all the pro- 
per apparatus. The 15thy the enemy 
laid a boom of spars from the breakers 
north of the islaiid at Algearas to w attls 
the northward: some £w days afleiw 
wards it was oonsiderabbf lengthened, 
and the gun-boats were ranged m front 
of it: a boom was also placed between 
the island and the main iaaoid. We con- 
cluded these obstructioDS woe intouied 
to defend their batterinMhips from 
any attempts we might make to destroy 
them before they were completed* Tlie 
same day an embrasure was opened in 
the fiuse of the rock, oonnDunicstrng 
with the gallery above Faningdon's : 
the nune was loaded with an wwivmul 
quantity of powder, and the exploaoik 
was so amazingly loud, that ahnost the 
whole of the enemy's camp tamed out 
at the rq)ort: but what must tbor snz^ 
prise have been when they observed 
whence the smoke issued! Hie ori» 
^aul intenti<m xii this opening was to 
communicate air to the wOTkmen» who 
before were almost suffocated -miih Urn 
smoke which remained alter blowing the 
different mines ; but, on examining tihe 
aperture more closely, an idea was con- 
ceived of mounting a gpsi to bear on 
all the enemy's batteries, excepting 
Fort Barbara: accordingly <Mnders were 
given to enlarse the inner part for the 
recoil ; and, when finished, a twenty- 
four-pounder was mounted.^ 



* This novel fonnation of a eovered battety 
was afterwards extended, and the woric waa i 

STOsecated with such success, that fbar, if net ! 
ve guns were mounted in the gallery, befbra 
the uibseqaeut September; and in a littte 
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The 18th, a soldier of the 56th regi- 
ment who had escaped from the quar- 
ter-guard some days before, and who, 
it is imagined, had endeavoured to 
desert, surrendered himself voluntaiily 
to the main guard. One of the 58th, 
and another of the 97th regiment, had 
got off in the former part of the month : 
the discouragement, however, which 
had of late attended these deluded 
wretches, we were in hopes, would now 
deter others from attempting to aban- 
don their colours at this critical junc- 
ture. 

Onr artillery, as the firing was very 
inconsiderable, were now chiefly en- 
gaged in preparing shells and carcasses 
to be used against the enemy's ships. 
The engineers were also equally iude- 
fiitigable in their department. On the 
part of the besiegers, multitudes of 
moles were constantly employed in 
dififerent duties in their camp, and 
large parties continued to land military 
stores and powder at the Orange-grove. 
The 25th, the St. Philip's Castle and 
Hector cutter arrived from the east- 
ward, and conmmnicated the agreeable 
news 9f the entire defeat of the French 
fleet m the West Indies by Admiral 
Sir George Rodney, with me capture 
of the Ville de Paris, and the French 
admiral, the Comte de Grasse. In 
oonsequence of this victory, a grand 
salute was fired at noon ; and m the even- 
ing a feu-de-joie, by the troops drawn 
up ftom the Grand battery to the New 
m<de fort Signor Leonetti, nephew to 
Pascal Paoli, the celebrated Corsican 
general, with two officers, a chaplain, 
and 68 volunteers, came as passen^rs 
in these vessels to offer their services 
to the governor. In the course of the 
same day, our engineers began to fix a 
dievaixx-de-frise from the foot of Land- 
port glacis, adjoining Waterport, to 
the doping palisades on the causeway, 
and thence to be continued across the 
Inimdation to the advanced covered- 
waj, leading to Lower Forbes's bar- 



I than twelve monthi from the day the 
•ngineen oommenced, it was advanced to the 
piojeetion of the rock, where the eovernor 
porpoaed to make a battery ; which afterwards 
WW •ffeeted, and is now dtstingoiahed by the 
aasM of 8t. George's HalL 



rier. The enemy did not molest the 
party on this duty; which to us ap- 
peared very extraordinary. 

A boat arrived on the 26th with two 
packets from Faro, which mentioned 
that the enemy's preparations for the 
attack would be complete by the mid- 
dle of August, and that all the boats 
along the coast in the vicinity of Cadiz 
were already engaged to eml^k troops 
for the expedition. A private letter by 
this boat gave us some general informa- 
tion of the immense preparations which 
were making, and some idea of the 
construction of the new-invented ve$> 
sels, which had inspired the enemy 
with such confidence of success. It re- 
cited, " That ten ships were to be for« 
tified six or seven feet thick, on the 
larboard side, with green timber bolted 
with iron, cork, jmik, and raw hides ; 
which were to carry guns of heavy 
metal, and be bomb-proof on the top, 
with a descent for Ihe shells to slide 
off: that these vessels, whidi they sup- 
posed would be impregnable, were to 
be moored within half gun-shot of the 
walls with iron chains ; and large boats 
with mantlets were to lie off at some 
distance, full of troops, to assist, and be 
ready tu take advantage of occurrences : 
that the mantlets of these boats were to 
be formed with hin^s to fall down, to 
facilitate their landing : that they were 
to have 40,000 men m camp, and the 
principal attack was to be made by 
sea, to be covered by a squadron of 
men-of-war, with bomb-ketches, float* 
ing batteries, gun and mortar boats, &c. ; 
and that the Comte d' Artois, brother to 
the King of France, with other great 
personages, was to be present at the 
attack." 

Toward the conclusion of the month, 
our attention was engaged for several 
nights successively by a great noise on 
the isthmus, like that of a large body 
of men at work : a few light btdls were 
thrown in different parts to discover 
whence it proceeded ; but we could never 
discern any men, except their patroles: 
it was therefore imaged these parties 
were employed withm the lines. The 
29th, the wooden buildings in the navy 
yard at the New mole were taken down 
and removed to Bosia, where they 
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were aftenrards re-estublished on an 
enlarged plan. As the commonicatioos 
along the line-wall, &c. to the north- 
ward were expected to be much ex- 
posed to the enemy's fire when the 
ships were brought before the walls, 
the engineen, about this time, began a 
corered-way along the rampart, firom 
Orange's bastion to the Grand parade, 
and wenoe to be continued to South- 
port: this was done by clearing away 
the rubbish from the old houses imme- 
diately under the works, and filling 
others up, which also served as tra- 
verses against the land batteries. An- 
odier oovered-wav was likewise made 
to communicate from the Princess of 
Wales's lines with the South barracks. 
The 31st, upward of 100 covered wag- 
ams came to the enemy's lines from 
me camp, supposed to be laden with 
ammunition and stores for the batteries. 
Appearances became daily more im« 
portant in the month of August. The 
enemy's artificers were remarkably 
diligent at Algeziras, and the cruisers 
became more attentive to the blockade. 
They were particularly suspicious of 
every vessel that came in sight from 
the west ; and the gun-boats were sta- 
tioned out as night-cruisers; which 
probably was the reason why we had 
not been for some time visited by them. 
In their camp every person seemed 
employed ; and their depdts of fasdnes 
and pickets were very considerable, 
notwithstanding the quantities continu- 
ally removed to the lines. Nor were 
^e less active in taking advantage of 
this interval : large and lofty traverses 
were raised along the line-wall; new 
communications were made at Willis's ; 
the flank of the Princess Amie's battery 
was rebuUt, and heavy metal mounted, 
to bear over Waterport. The 4th, tiie 
Corsican volunteers were fi>rmed into 
an independent corps, under Signer 
Leonetti, who was appointed captain^ 
commandant. The company consisted 
of a captain and captain-Ueutenant, first 
and second lieutenants, one adjutant, one 
chaplain, four Serjeants, four corporals, 
two drummers, and sixty-eight privates. 
They were armed with a firelock and 
bayonet, each a horse-pistol slung on 
the left side, and two cartridge-boxes. 



The governor quartered them on Wind- 
mill-hiU, and committed that post to 
their charge. 

As the completing of the subtep- 
ranean comniumcation from the King's 
to the Queen's lines appeared (from me 
difficulty at that time atten^Uxig the rein- 
forcing of the latter, in case ofan alarm) 
to be an object of great importance, the 
governor, on the 5th, oi^ered'all the 
miners in the different regiments into 
the Kins's works, to prosecute it with 
greater diligence, and assist in the gal- 
lery above Farringdon's, whi<^ now 
extended 140 feet in the solid rock. 
The same day the enemy removed the 
old masts out of several of the batter- 
ing-ships, substituting jnry-^nasts in 
their places. Three hulls now ap- 
peared nearly finished. Tlie evening 
of the 6th, the governor bought pro* 
per to detach a trusty seijeant, wilh 
four men, from Landport, to a recess 
in the rock imder the Queen's lines, 
near Lower Forbes's, with orders to 
advance a sentry to the barrier, who 
was to listen attentively to what was 
transacting upon the neutral ground ; 
but by no means to fire, except in his 
own defence. This parly was to with- 
draw at the grey of the morning, that 
they might not be observed by the 
enemy. 

The 7th came in a deserter who had 
been fi>rmerly in our service at >0- 
norca. He swam from behind Fort 
Barbara, and landed at the DevU's 
tower; near which place fae met a 
patrole of cavalry, bu^ throwing him- 
self on the ground, was not observed. 
He said the duke was resolved to fire, 
the 25th instant; and, from the pro- 
di^ous number of mortars mounted in 
the lines, reports were industriously 
propagated in the camp, that our ora- 
nance would soon be silenced by their 
superior fire, and the batteries betxten 
to powder. He further acquainted us, 
that there were 34,000 men in camp^ 
and but little intercourse between the 
Spaniards and their allies, who were 
principally new levies, and very little 
disciplined; concludiiQg with a con- 
firmation of the last intelligence, that 
the soldiers in general so disrelished 
the business, that many daily deserted' 
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vith their arms into the country. We 
oontinaed to fire a few light balls at 
night, for fear the enemy should make 
any addition to their aayanced works, 
wUch, from the immense quantity of 
materials brou^t to the lines, we sus- 
pected would be commenced very soon ; 
and, as it was apprehended their ad- 
TBnces would be made to the eastward, 
the guns at Willis's and the heights 
beanng toward that quarter were 
loaded with grape to be more effectual 
in the execution, in case they were dis- 
covered. On the 11th, the 72nd regi- 
ment, which was quartered in the bas- 
tions in town, independent of their 
quota towards the other duties of the 
garrison, voluntarily offered to assist in 
ynftlrifig the ucw covcred-way from the 
Grand parade to Orange's bastion ; and 
1 00 of them were immediately employed. 
The ffovemor, however, as a compensar 
tion for their zeal, ordered them to be 
paid as real-men (that is, to receive two 
reals each per day ; which is equal, at 
par, to about 9d. sterling) with the ad- 
dition to each man of a pint of grog. 

The enemy on the 13th got up the 
masts and yards in several ships, and 
bent the siuls of two ; but, from the 
smpearance of tiie whole, we did not 
tnmk they could be finished by the 
25tfaL Some few days before, they lined 
the nj^r port-holes of the two-deckers 
with tm, to protect, as we imagined, 
the cheeks of the ports from being 
burnt by the constant firing of the 
cannon. In the evening, the 97th 
regiment furnished, for the first time, a 
working party of 120 men, to remove 
ship-timbers from the New mole to 
Montague's bastion, where the engineers 
intended to erect a cavalier for two 
guns. 

About this time a species of influenza 
made its appearance on board the fri- 
gates in the Mole, and soon conmiuni- 
cated with the garrison. Its general 
symptoms were sudden jpains, accom- 
panied with a dizziness m the head ; 
though others were affected in a dif- 
ferent manner. For several davs near 
100 men were daily taken to tiie hos- 
pital ; but bleeding and a night's rest 
nsnally removed it It was attributed 
at that time to the extraordinary heat 



of the atmosphere, which was unusuaUjT 
warm, owing to the extensive fires 
made by the Spaniards on the neigh> 
bouring hills, and the stagnant state of 
the air ; but we have since learned that 
it was universal over Europe, and we 
had reason, at that time, to think thd 
enemy were not less affected by it than 
the garrison. 

A general officer, supposed to be the 
Due de Crillon, but who, it was after- 
wards learned, was the Comte d' Artois, 
visited, on the 15th, the advanced 
works ; we soon had reason to believe 
that his object was to reconnoitre the 
ground, previous to entering upon the 
succeeding additions which were made 
to the putdlel; for, the subsequent 
morning at daybreak, to our great 
astonishment, we discovered that they 
had raised, durinff the preceding night, 
a very strong and lofty epaulment, in 
extent about 500 yards, connecting the 
parallel to the eastern breach, with a 
communication, near 1300 yards long, 
extending from the principal barrier of 
the lines to the east end of the new 
epaulment. Their works now em- 
braced each shore of the isthmus, and 
fully completed the first parallel. The 
communication, or boyau (as it was 
distinguished W our engineers), con- 
sisted of casks mled with sand, which 
was also thrown up in front, having 
traverses at equal distances in the rear, 
made of casks and fiiscines: but the 
epaulment appeared to be raised en- 
tirely with sand-ba^, from ten to twelve 
feet high, with a thickness proportion- 
able ; and altogether was a most stu- 
pendous work. Its purpose however 
was not immediately pointed out. To 
erect these new admtions in so short a 
time, we computed, at a moderate cal- 
culation, must have employed 10,00Q 
men, which was afterwu^ confinned 
to OS by their officers; and that so 
numerous a party should be at work 
within 800 yards of the garrison, itself 
on the alert, and not be discovered, 
must appear, to a person not present, 
almost incredible. We threw a ftw 
light balls whilst they were at work, 
one of which, we afterwards learned, 
greatiy alarmed them; but, findmg 
they were not discovered, they resumeS- 
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their oocnpation, and withdrew in the 
morning iinobserred. The Spanish 
gazette described this parallel as of 230 
toises* in length ; ana added, that om 
wUlUon six hundred thousand sand-haga 
were used in raising it. The commu- 
nication it mentioned to have been in 
length G30 toises, and formed of fascines 
and casks. The governor at night did 
not order an increase of firing on the 
new works: a few rounds were dis- 
diarged, with several carcasses and 
light-balls ; bat the latter were almost 
immediately extinguished. 

The night of the 17th, the enemy 
brought a great number of casks, 
pickets, and fascines, to the rear of 
the eastern communication, which was 
raised to a little extent near the barrier. 
They also erected three epaulments 
with retiring flanks of sand-bags, for 
mortar batteries in the parallel. Two 
were to the westward, and the third to 
the eastward of the Mahon battery. 

The morning of the 18th, we ob- 
served one of the battering-ship at 
anchor off Barcelo's battery. About 
noon, the men-of-war at Algeziras were 
decorated with flags, as was customaiy 
on the celebration of a festival ; and, 
what did not escape our observation, 
the English ensign was at the main- 
top-gallant mast-head of the admiral's 
ship, with the Spanish ensign flying 
^umphantly over it Soon after, 
seven barges with crimson awnings 
rowed fcom. Algeziras to the Orange- 
grove, where they received on board 
some ^reat personages, and returned to 
Algeziras, escorted by 15 gun-boats, 
wluch repeatedly fired salutes, as did 
the men-of-war : on their return 
amongst the shipping, the battering- 
ships hoisted their ensigns, and salutes 
were again fired by the men-of-war. 
The bar^s then proceeded to the bat- 
tering-ship which was anchored apart 
from the rest, where they remained 
some time ; and, on the company's 
quitting the ship, she fired a salute of 
eight guns, and the boats went along- 
side the admiral. About three, the 
battering-ship got under way, and 



* A toise is equal to our fathom, or six 



sailed to the northward, past the flag- 
ship: she endeavoured to sail back, 
but in vain; and was obliged to be 
towed to her station by 10 gun-boats. 
At six o'clock, three barges only re- 
tamed from the Spanish admiral to 
the Orange-grove, and were saluted 
and reconducted with the same cere- 
mony as before. We now imagined 
that the Comte d'Artois was arrived, 
and these compliments were paid in 
consequence of his dining with the 
Spani^ admiral. Our firing at night 
was very brisk. The succeeding morn- 
ing we perceived that the enemy had 
constructed nine traverses adjoining the 
eastern part of the epanlment, and had 
raised the boyau with fkscines. The 
epaulment for another mortar battery 
was likewise erected in the parallel 
opposite the Centre redoubt. At night 
the enemy were heard hard at work: 
our firing was consequently increased 
by the atmition of the lower batteries: 
the enemy did not return a shot. 

On the 19th, a small magazine blew 
up in the Cjoiemy's camp, near Bnena 
Vista, which set a hut on fire. About 
noon, a flag of truce came fix)m the 
duke : the officer appeared to be a 
person of rank, as the boat had a crim- 
son awning, and the rowers were in 
uniform. After passing and repassbg 
several times, our boat returned with a 
present, from the duke to the governor, 
of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. The 
officers informed us that the salutes 
fired the preceding day were in com- 
pliment to the Comte d'Artcns, &c 
The following was handed about as a 
genuine translation of the duke's letter 
on this occasion; therefore, withoot 
vouching for its authenticity, it is here 
inserted to gratify the curiosity of the 
reader. 

'< Camp, of Buena Viste, 
Aug. 19, 1782.** 

"Sir,— His Koyal Highness Comte 
d'Artois, who has received permission 
from the king his brother to assist at 
the siege, as a volunteer in the combined 
army, of which their Most Qiristian 
and Catholic Majesties have honomed 
me with the command, arrived in this 
camp the 15th instant This joaaog 
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prince has been pleased, in passing 
through Madrid, to take charge of 
some letters which had been sent to 
that capital from this place, and which 
«re addressed to persons belonging to 
your garrison : his Royal Highness has 
desir^ that I would transnut them to 
yon, and that to this mark of his good- 
ness and attention I should add the 
strongest expressions of esteem for your 
person and character. I feel the great- 
est pleasure in giving this mark of con- 
descension in titus august prince, as it 
Ihmishes me with a pretext, which I 
have been anxiously looking for these 
two months that I Imve been in camp, 
to assure you of the highest esteem I 
have conceived for your Excellency, of 
the sinoerest desire I feel of deserving 
vours, and of the pleasure to which I 
look forward of becoming your friend, 
after I shall have learned to render 
myself worthy of the honour, by fkcing 
you as an enemy. His Highness the 
buc de Bourbon, who arrived here 
twenty-four hours after the Comte 
d'Artois, desires also that I should 
assure you of his particular esteem. 

"Permit me. Sir, to offer a few 
trifles for your table, of which I am 
sure you must stand in need, as I know 
you live entirely upon vegetables: I 
should be glad to know what kind you 
like best I shall add a few head of 
ffame for the gentlemen of your house- 
hold, and some ice, which I presume 
will not be disagreeable in the exces- 
ave heat of this climate at this season 
of the year. I hope you will be 
obli^ling enough to accept the small 
portion which I send with this letter. 
«— I have the honour to be, &c. 

" B. B. Due DE Crillon. 

•* Hi« Excellency 
General Eliott. &c.'* 

The barge which brought the letter 
and present ranged at a short distance 
along the town, from off the Old mole 
head to Ragged Staff, where she was 
stopped by our flag ; but being thought 
rather too near, as they might thence 
make what observations they chose on 
oar batteries, a shot was fired over her 
from the Repulse prame ; upon which 
she rowed farther oat in the bay, and 



waited at a considerable distance for 
the return of our flag. The night of 
the 19th, the enemy raised the semi* 
circular parapet of the place d'armes 
joining the east flank of the StCarWa 
battery, with sand-bags eight or nine 
feet lugh, apparently for a battery: 
they also made some considerable ad* 
ditions to the eastern works. The day 
following, a flag of truce went from 
the garrison with an answer to the 
duke's polite letter of the prece<^g 
day : the governor's letter was reported 
to be to the following purpose : — 

" Gibraltar. Aug. 20, 1782.** 
" Sir,— I find myself highly honoured 
by ^our oblinng letter of yesterday, in 
which your Excellency was so kind as 
to inform me of the arrival in your 
camp of his Royal Highness the Comte 
d'Artois, and the Due de Bourbon, to 
serve as volunteers at the siege. These 
princes have shown their judgment in 
making choice of a master in Sie art of 
war, whose abilities cannot fail to form 
great warriors. I km overpowered with 
&e condescension of his Royal Highness* 
in suffering some letters for persons in 
this town to be conveyed from Madrid 
in his carriages. I flatter myself that 
your Excellency will give my most pro* 
found respects to his Royal Highness, 
and to the Due de Bourbon, for the 
expressions of esteem with which they 
have been pleased to honour so insig^ 
nificant a person as I am. 

** I return a thousand thanks to your 
Excellency for your handsome present 
of fruits, vegetables, and game. Y<mi 
will excuse me, however, I trust, when 
I assure you, that, in accepting yoor 
present, I have broken through a reso* 
lution to which I had fkithfully adhered 
since the be^nning of the war; and 
that was, never to receive or procure^ 
by any means whatever, any provisicos 
or other commodity for my own private 
use: so that, without any prereienoe^ 
everything is sold publicly here ; and 
the private soldier, if he have money, 
can become a purchaser as well as the 
governor. I confess I make it a point 
of honour to partake both of plenty and 
scarcity in common with the lowest of 
my brave fellow-soldiers, llus fttfk 
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lushes me with an excuse for the liberty 
I now take, of entreating your Excel- 
lency not to heap onj^ more fkyoars on 
me of this kind, as in Aitnre I cannot 
eonyert your presents to my own pri- 
vate use. Indeed, to be plain with 
your Excellency, though vegetables at 
this season are scarce with us, every 
man has got a qoantity proportioned to 
die labour which he has bestowed in 
raising them. The English are nar 
turally fond of gardening and culti- 
vation; and here we find our amuse- 
ment in it, during the intervals of rest 
from public duty. The promise which 
the Due de Crillon makes, of honour- 
ing me in proper time and place with 
his .friendship, lays me under infinite 
obligations. The interest of our sove- 
reigns being once solidly settled, I 
shall with eagerness embrace the first 
opportunity to avail myself of so pre- 
oous a treasure. — I luive the honour 
tobe,&c. 

^'G. A. Eliott, 
«<HiiExoetteiKy 
Hhe Doc de Crillon, ftc** 

Our artiUeij, on the night of the 
30^ fired with great vivacity from 
the ui^r and lower batteries, in all 
directions; for the objects now were 
80 numerous and divided, the parallel 
being upwards of half a mile in extent, 
that we oould not always be certain 
where to find them employed. In the 
morning we observed diey had raised 
tiie boyau, and made some alterations 
in the western works. The enemy's 

r rations were not now carried on in 
same slow manner as formerly : the 
duke seemed determined to act with vi- 
gour, and astonish us by the rapidity 
with which he raised his batteries. His 
army was numerous, and his orders 
^ (if we may credit report) with respect 
*to means and materials unlimited. 
Every exertion was therefore used to 
complete them with expedition. Whilst 
our opponents were so active, we were 
not on our parts indolent, or inatten- 
tive to the defence of the garrison. 
The late additions of the enemy made 
considerable alterations necessary in 
i^e works at Willis's, &c. Our parties 
.i|5ere therefore augmented, and em- 



ployed in strenp;ihening the commu- 
nications, repairmg the splinter-proofs, 
and on other important duties of the 
same nature. Green*s lodge and the 
Royal battery were ordered to be cais- 
soned with ship-timber : the intrenched 
covered -way from the Princess of 
Wales's lines was continued, and sloping 
palisades placed under those parts of the 
line-wall, from the eight^gun bastion 
to the New mole, which were not well 
flanked from above. A boom of masts 
was likewise laid from the former to 
the head of the watering-tank, and 
anchors sunk in the shallow water b^ 
tween that bastion and Bagged Sta£ 

The afternoon of the 2l8t a carcaflB 
from Willis's set fire to some loose 
fascines in the rear of the Eastern 
boyau, which soon communicated to- 
the work itself; and the line for a ooii* 
siderable extent was involved in the 
flames. On the appearance of the smoke 
our lower batteries immediately opened, 
and a most animated cannonade was 
directed from the garrison. A party 
of the enemy endeavoured to extin- 
guish the fire ; but, finding their efiKirts 
to stop its progress in vam, they' gal- 
lantly pulled down the line on eadi 
side to prevent the flames from spread- 
ing; which they at length effected, 
but not without considerable loss from 
our artillery. For some time we imi^ 
gined the enemy would remain sUent 
spectators of the conflagration; bu^ 
an officer arriving at the lines about 
six o'clock, their batteries instantly 
returned the fire, seconded soon after 
by the new thirteen-gun battery near 
the Tower; the latter, however, after 
four or five discharges, was alenced 
by the Old mole head howitzers. Our 
fire was so brisk and so well served, 
that it exceeded theirs by four to one* 
About half-past seven the flames burnt 
out; and our additional ordnance, 'as 
well as the enemy's batteries, ceased. 
In this short firing they returned 743 
shot and 38 shells ; and we expended 
in the 24 hours, including what were 
discharged on this occasion, 90 bar- 
rels of powder. We had three men 
slightly wounded. In the prior part 
of the day, 13 feluccas arrived in the 
bay from the east : some imagined they 
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irere intended for additional gun-boats ; 
-others, for debarking troop. The 22nd, 
the enemy had repaired the damage 
done by the fire die preceding day; 
bot in the afternoon another similar 
accident had nearly happened: acar- 
'Cass was thrown into the St. Martin's 
battery, and took effect ; but the guard 
•exerted themselves with such actiyily 
and bravery, that it was soon extin- 
guished, although our lower batteries 
were again open to support it The 
enemy were on this day totally silent 
The succeeding night they dressed and 
raised the new communication, and 
made some additions to the eastern part 
of the parallel: they were also at 
work in their new. mortar batteries; 
and great quantities of materials were 
brought down to the lines, and into the 
advanced works. 

The 24th, the inhabitants in Hardy- 
town began early to remove their bed- 
ding, &c. towaros Europa : they were 
confident, fh)m the information of the 
last deserters, that the enemy would 
again open their batteries the succeeding 
day, bemg the anniversary of St Louis ; 
and no persuasions could banish their 
apprehensions. They were however 
convinced, the following day, that the 
duke was not prepared, whatever his 
intentions might have been some weeks 
before. 

The enemy being heard at work, on 
€be night of the 24th, drew a warm 
fire from our batteries. In the morn- 
ing we found they had raised addi- 
ti<nial traverses to the sand-bag epaul- 
ment^ which now presented a formid- 
able battery of sixty-four embrasures, 
divided into four batteries of fourteen 
embrasures each, and one of eight; 
leaving a space at the eastern extre- 
mity, as we concluded, for mortars. 
The original epaulment remained en- 
tire, the additional merl<»is joining at 
prc^r intervals the front work, wmch 
served to mask the embrasures till the 
batteries were finished. Several embra- 
sures of the 8-gnn battery they had 
already lined with fiisdnes. Some ad- 
ditions were also made to the St Car- 
SOS's battery, the parapet of which was 
lengthened toward the west The fol- 
lowmg night the e^emy, notwithstand- 



ing a warm fire from the garrison 
erected three large magazines, and» 
began a fourth in the rear of the 64* 
gun battery: they likewise lined many 
of the embrasures with fascines, and 
raised a sand-bag traverse to cover the 
communication from the west fiank 
of the 64-gun battery to the parat 
lei. 

The 26th, the Queen Charlotte, Le- 
onora, and Charles, ordnance-ships^ 
with the St. Philip's Castle, were, or^ 
dered into the Mcfle to be run a^ore 
till the expected attack was decided. 
The seamen belonging to the frigates 
were employed also about this time in 
carrying sails and yards to erect tenia 
for a camp at Europa, where they were 
to be stationed when the governor 
should think proper to order them on 
shore. In the evening, about ten o'clock, 
came in a deserter, an Irishman, who 
formerly had been in our service : he 
swam from the beach beyond Fort St 
Philip, and attempted to land at Bay> 
side, but was fired upon by their ad- 
vanced sentries. He informed us it 
was reported that the duke had intended 
firing on the 25th, but was prevented 
from finishing his batteries so soon as 
he expected by the heavy fire fitom 
the garrison : that, in their endeavours 
to extinguish the fiames on the pre- 
ceding 21st, the party had sustidned 
very considerable loss: a colonel and 
17 men of the regiment to which he 
belonged were killed. He corrobo- 
rated the intelligence, by the last de- 
serter, concerning the number of men 
in camp, and respecting the preva- 
lence of desertion. 

We did not discover any material 
additions the morning of the 27tb : a 
fifth magazine was erected; also seve- 
ral traverses in the rear of the paralleL 
Another of the battering-ships an- 
chored the same day off ;£rcelo's bal> 
tery, apart from the rest : as she swung 
round with the tide, we had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing with glasses the stajh 
board-side, which we perc^ved was 
not closed in and finished like the oppo* 
site side ; the bomb-proof only extend*- 
ing about three parts over, leaving con- 
siderable openings between the strong 
uprights wiiioh tapported it from the 
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deck, for the ooDtenient reception 
of men, pnnruionSi and ammunition. 
We observed, the same day, a great 
number of boats ranged along the shore 
at Algenraa. In the afternoon, the 
Bepolfle prame came into the New 
mole ; and the suooeeding monung the 
Fortune and Vangoard were likewise 
wididrawn from the bay. At night 
the enemy erected a namber of tra- 
Tenes in rear of their parallel and bat- 
tery, and finished some interior work, 
as they had done the preceding night, 
though we kept np onr usoal fire. 

The enemy's squadron was rein- 
forced on the 28th with six Spanish 
line-of-battle ships and a xebeque, 
mider a commodore, from the west 
In the course of the day, two 24-poand- 
ers were taken np the hill to the gal- 
lery above Farriogdon's, for the em- 
brasures already opened ; and 400 ad- 
ditional workmen were ordered into the 
works. Upwards of 600 men were at 
tlus time (kily employed at Willis's, 
oovering and strengthening the flanks ; 
likewise in forming new oommnnica- 
tiolis, with splinter-proo&, traverses, 
&C., as the new battery enfiladed most 
of the old covered-ways, and rendered 
a thorough change necessary in those 
works, before the artillery could be 
iiToperly covered. The oommunica^ 
tions in town and at the south were 
therefore discontinued, till the above 
were put in the best state of defence and 
security. At dusk, three Serjeants were 
pasted upon the North, King's, and 
South bastions, to observe and report 
^e enemy's signals in camp, and along 
the coast At night, a deserter from 
the Walons came over in the same 
manner as the last He reported, that 
a very strong party was ordered for 
work that evening ; which induced the 
governor to increase the firing from 
Willis's, the lines, and lower batteries. 
He farther acquainted us, that we 
killed numbers of their workmen ; and 
that the 15th of next month was fixed 
for opening upon the garrison: but 
that ail, even the volunteers, were dis- 
heartened at the very thoughts of the 
attack. Ninety pieces of cannon, he 
likewise said, were brought into the 
64-gaxi battery; which number was to 



be increased, to supply the place of 
those which might be damaged, or 
over-heated. The night of the 28tfa, 
the enemy raised more traverses, and 
began commnnicatioos to their inaga« 
zincs: 153 of the former were earected 
behind the long boyau* Tbey also 
worked upon the mortar batteries. 

It was about this period that the 
^anish 26-ponnders, with other guns 
of the same heavy nature, were dis- 
tributed on the sea-line in ro(»n of ord- 
nance of smaller calibre, which were 
mounted in their places affainst the 
enemas batteries. By this dispootioa 
the duke would not have it in his 
power to return any of the shot we 
fired, as his cannon were all 26-poond* 
ers *, and the governor was enabled to 
retaliate on iSar shipjnng, tfioae shot 
which he had received firom the land; 
annoying them by this means with 
their own weapons. Toward the con* 
elusion of the month, the influenza had 
almost disappeared : the working paiw 
ties were therefore reinforced, uoogfa 
the heaw duty of the guards woSd 
with difficulty permit it : on the 29th, 
the en^eers paraded upwards of 
1700 workmen, including non-oom- 
misdoned officers. The enemy, on 
the night of the 29th, raised merlons 
for four embrasures, joining the semi- 
circular sand-bag epaulment, east of 
St Carlos's battery. Six battering- 
ships were at anchor off Baroelo's bat- 
tery on the 30th. The same day our 
seamen were ordered on shore, to en- 
camp at EuTopa. At night, the artil- 
lery, in addition to their former fire^ 
opened the Grand battery : it did not 
however prevent the enemy fiom plat- 
forming the 64-gun battery, and making 
fhrther additions to the mortar batteries. 
They also lined with foscines the embra^ 
sures of the semicircular 4-gnn bat- 
tery. Many hundred mules were still 
employed in brinmng day and fenmn^ 
to tiie paralleL Our fire was very de- 
structive amongst these ftnimaig, as well 
as their worlmien; two, three, and 
sometimes more of the former being 
frequentiy seen dead on the sands at 
daybreak. 

Our engineers, by the close of the 
month, had e^tei^ded Lam^rt cb^ 
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vanx-de-frifie to the causeway, and 
began the other across the lunndation. 
Carpenters were also engaged in caisson- 
ing the Royal and Green's lodge batte- 
ries, and raising new traverses at those 
posts. The enemy's squadron in the bay 
at this period was as follows : four line- 
of-battle ships, and one of 50 guns (on 
board of which was the flag), two fri- 
gates, three cutters, four bomb-ketches, 
and smaller armed vessels, were at 
Algeziras : two ships of the line were 
at anchor off the Orange-grove ; and a 
frigate, with an armed brig, was at Ca- 
brita. To these we may add the bat- 
tering-ships and gun-boats. Since two 
of the men-of-war had removed nearer 
the enemy's camp, boats full of soldiers 
were frequently observed going on 
board them ; and as the guns were seen 
to be drawn back from the ports, and 
suddenly run out again, whilst the 
troops were on board, we suspected 
that they were practising to work the 
guns, previous to their embarking on 
boaid the battering^ships. 

Af&irs seemed now drawing to a 
crisis : and, as every appearance indi- 
cated that the attack would not long 
be deferred, the inhabitants, apprehen- 
nre of the consequences, were wonder- 
fblly active in securing places of re- 
treat for themselves and their proper^r. 
The besiegers wrought hard the night 
of the 31st : two cross-communications 
lined with fascines were thrown up 
from the long boyau, leading to the 
parallel; one to the western flank of the 
64-gmi battery, the other to the west- 
wara of the Mahon battery. Five trsr 
verses were also erected within each of 
die new mortar batteries, and magazines 
for ammunition were begun near them. 
Joining the paialleL We imagined 
they were likewise employed in bring- 
ing down ordnance to me advanced 
works. Our artillery amused them 
with a brisk fire; but the governor 
rather objected to such a quantity of 
powder bemg at this time expended, as 
ne was of opinion they were now too 
well covered in their batteries to be 
much annoyed; and we might after- 
wuds have more occasion for the am- 
munition. 

The eveiiuig of the 1st of September, 



a small boat manned with Englidi 
sailors sailed for Portugal. Lieut 
Campbell, of the navy, sailed in her 
with dispatohes from the governor for 
England. At night, the enemy erected 
an epaulment of sand-bags, apparentit 
for two guns, adjoining me west flank 
of the Mahon battery; and raised 
the new communications several &»- 
cines in height Some additions were 
likewise made to the magazines. Long 
strings of mules still continued bring* 
ing down fascines and other material^ 
which were deposited iu difierent parts 
of their works. We imaged these 
animals also brought down shot and 
shells, as their piles in the artillery 
park were considerably diminished. In 
the garrison, our engineers were inde- 
fktigable in raising defences against 
the enemy's formidable new batteries ; 
and coals were distributed to the grates 
and furnaces for heating shot 

We perceived very Uttie alteration 
in the operations of our opponents on 
the 3rd : they lined the embrasures of 
the new 2-gun battery, and added to 
the cross -communications. In the 
course of the day, their squadron was 
reinforced with two French meti-of* 
war from the eastward, which were 
conducted into the bay by a Spanish 
frigate. The 4th, the enemy removed 
the guns from the two 14-gun batteries 
in the lines, and dismounted most of 
the ordnance in the mortar batteries, 
probably to repair the beds and plai^ 
forms. The removing of the cannon 
from the former gave us no small plea- 
sure, as we had experienced more flital 
effects, durinff their late wanton bom" 
bardment and cannonade, from those 
batteries, than trom any other in their 
lines. The guns, we supposed, were 
brought forward to the parallel, for we 
observed 10 in the eastern extremity of 
the 64-gun battery. In the forenoon, 
16 boats, with mantiets or barricades 
in the bow, came from the river Pal* 
mones, and anchored off the landing- 
place beyond Point Mala: these, we 
concluded, were fbr the sea-attadL 
About sunset, those battering-ships 
which were finished, removed frx>m 
Algeciras to the Orange-grove: they 
appeared to sail rather heavily, aiid 
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used sweeps, notwithstanding the 
breese. Aboat the same time, two 
grand salates were fired by the French 
men-of-war. 

Daring the night of the 4th, the 
enemy's parties masked the six west- 
ern embrasures of the St. Martin's 
liattery, and raised the parapet with 
fiucines, intending, as we imagined, to 
oonyert it into a mortar battery, as six 
mortars were seen, the prece£ng day, 
lying in the rear. The nowitzers were 
also remoYed from the Centre redoubt, 
and some additions made to the epaul- 
ment, in fh)nt of the St Paschal's bat- 
tery, which was now completed for 
eight mortars. They likewise sunk 
four deep excayations behind the east- 
ern boyau, as reservoirs for water, in 
case of fire. At night, another batter- 
ing'^hip joined the others at tilie 
Orange-groye : soon afterwards, the 
enemy shipped powder on board them 
fh>m the pier. Early on the 5th, a 
large body of men marched in a yery 
irregolar manner from Algesdras to the 
camp. We imagined they were the 
artincers who had been employed upon 
the ships, and were encamped south of 
the tower, half of which camp was 
now struck. During the day, 29 
square-sailed boats amyed, under con- 
yoy of an armed brig, from the west, 
and^ with upwards of 120 from Al- 
fferaras, assembled in a line off Roca- 
dUk> Pointy at the mouth of the Gua- 
daranque. A large floating battery 
was also towed out and anchored at 
the entrance of the Palmones. Toward 
eyening, about 500 men, escorted by a 
body c^ cayalry, embarked from the 
||ier on board the battering-ships : the 
singular mode of conductmg them to 
the beach could not fkil to attract our 
notice, and to cause in us some degree 
of surprise. About eight in the eyen- 
iqg, a deserter came in from the regi- 
ment of Naples : he reported that me 
8th Tas named for the grand attack, 
and that all hands were actiyely em- 
ployed in completing eyerythhig m the 
seyeral departments. 

Few additions were peroeiyed on the 
6th: some sand-bags were placed on 
the mortar battery of the St Martin's. 
In the forenooDf more boats joined the 



others at BocadiUo, from the west} the 
fioaUng battery was likewise towed to 
the pier near Point Mala. The go> 
yemor, the same day» made some new 
arrangements in the garrison detaiL 
An additional field-ofiloer was ordered 
to mount in the lines, to be independent 
of the field-officer in town; and the 
field-officers of the day» in fixture, were 
directed to make such, disposition oi 
the guards, pickets, and ordnance in 
their seyeral districts, on eyery oocsp 
sioD, as appeared to be most ttx the 
benefit of the sendee. A subaltern 
was added to the New mole guard, who 
was at night to be detachra with 20 
men to the Mole head ; and the juckels 
in future were ordered to mount fully 
accoutred, with ammunition complete. 
The 39th regiment was also ordered to 
town, the battalion companies to en- 
camp in Southport ditch, and the gr»> 
nadiers and li^ht in&ntry to be quar- 
tered in the picket-yard bomb^rooft^ 
before occupied bjr part of the 72iid 
regiment, who, on this disposition, joined 
the rest of their regiment in Montague^ 
and Kong's bastions. 

The enemy's works on the land side 
were now eyery hoar adyandng to 
perfection ; but tiie duke's attention t> 
ward completing them seemed so en- 
tirely to engage him, as, in a great 
measure, to preyent his taking the pro- 
dent precautions necessary for mar 
defence. The adyanoed batteries in 
the parallel were either unfinished 
(though nearly completed) or under- 
going such alterations, that the mato- 
rials in their yicinity greatly ohstFocted 
the use of the or&ance which weie 
mountMl; and their batteries in the 
lines (except the forts) were in a woo- 
lar situation, the cannon, to permit the 
necessary repairs, being totally r&> 
moyed from some, and the mortan 
drawn back or dismounted in others. 
The forts and some few mortar be** 
teries were therefore the only defences 
left to protect these immense works 
from insult and attack. This state of 
their works presented an opportomtr 
in some respects not nnlike that whioB 
General Eliott had embraced in ths 
preceding year, when, by an nnei- 
pected sally, he gloriously destiDjrcd 
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the labottm of so many mondiA, The 
honour, however, of cau^g a second 
disgrace was reserved for Liemtenant- 
€teiieral Bo;^d, the lieutenan^govemor, 
*wbo, in the for^oon of the e&i recom- 
mended, hj letter to the governor, the 
hmnediate use of red-hot shot against 
the land-batberies^ ei ike bei^[egers. 
General Eliott acquiesced in the pro- 
posal, and immediately ordered li£gor 
Xewis, the commandant of the artil- 
lery, to wait on Lieutenant<jreneral 
Boyd for his instructions and com- 
mands, snbodtting entirely to him the 
execution of the attack which he had 
projected. In consequence of the ^ 
vemor's assent, preparations were mr 
stantly made; and, in a short time, 
everything was properly arranged for 
^be service. In the interval we must 
not; however, omit to take notice of the 
enemy's operations. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, se- 
veral gun-boats were discovered oS the 
Old mole head retiring from the gar- 
rison, which we imagmed had been 
sontiding under cover of the night. 
The garrison orders of this day con- 
tainea the following arrangements: — 
^ The marine brigacfe (which composed 
a corps of about 900 men) to take rank 
on shore according to the king's regu- 
lations; Captain Curtis, as colonel, 
with the rank of brigadier; Captain 
Gibson, as lieutenant-colonel ; Captain 
Bradriiaw, as major ; eight lieutenants, 
as captnns; dghteen midshipmen, as 
ensigns; and the brigade to mount 
Enropa Advance and Littie Bay guards. 
A picket of the line to be detached 
every evening to the Prince's lines, and 
an additional subaltern at the same 
time to Landport. One captain and 
eight privates to be added to Waters 
port guard, whence a detachment of a 
subaltern and thirtv men was to be sent, 
at sunset, to the Old mole head, which, 
at second gun-fire, was to be joined by 
ene of the captains. Twelve privates 
tD the main guard. One seijeant, nine 

Srivaies, and a gunner, to Ra^d Staff; 
etaching a seijeant and six men, witii 
the gunner, at retreat-beating, to the 
Wharf head." Tlie alarm-posts were 



also fixed as follows : — *' The 39th flank 
companies to take post on the North 
bastion town; three battalion compa- 
nies of the same regiment, the South 
bastion ; the remaining five at Ragged 
Staff, extending towa^ the eight-gun 
bastion. The 72nd r^ment — rig^t, 
the North bastion town ; left, Orange^s 
bastion, extending as fax fuither from 
the King's bastion as possible. The 
73Fd regiment (which was quartered 
at the southward) to take post on the 
left of the 72nd, toward the South bas- 
tion. Captain Martin's comnany of 
artillery, tiie Grand battery and Water- 
port. Captain Lloyt^s company,, the 
King's and South bastions. &i$^ier- 
Geneial Picton to command the corpf 
in town. The Hanoverian brigade^ 
from the eight-gun bastion souta to 
Prince Edward's battery inclusive, ub- 
der the command of Lieutenant-C^onel 
Dachenhausen. The 56th r^ment, 
South parade. The 12th regiment, 
New mole parade. The 97th^ iwgi- 
ment, Rosia parade. The 58tii regi- 
ment, in front of their encampment, 
detaching a flank company through the 
hole in tiie wall upon Windmill-lull, 
Kb reinforce Europa Advance guard." 
TThis regiment was to receive orders 
m>m Brigadier Curtis.) "The engi- 
neers and artificers in two divisbns^ one 
to assemble at the Esplanade town, the 
other at the Esplanade south." It was 
recommended at the same time to the 
commanding officers to have a suffi- 
cient reserve in case of deficiencieSj 
and to pay particular attention to the 
ftiTilrR and redans which commanded 
tiie front of the line-wall. 

As the above exhibits the govemor^g 
disposition of the troops, it will not be 
improper to insert in this {dace a de^ 
tail of the guards which mounted in 
the garrison at this period, with the 
strength of the garrison, and men daily 
on dut^. The strengtii of the gam- 
son, with the marine brigade (includ- 
ing the officers), in September, was 
about 7500 men ; upwards of 400 of 
whom were in the hospitaL The imm- 
ber daily upon duty is shown in the fbl- 
lawing abstract 
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Guardi 1091 men. ineluding oflieeFB. 

Picket* (including the addition* of the 1 2th) 613 ditto. 

Working parties, under the chief engineer') ..^^ Cexclaaive of the engineexs 

and the quartermaster-general . • 3 (. and oyerseecs. 



Total 8430 



beside many who were constantly and indispensably employed as orderlies and 
assistants in the hospital, and in other departments in the garrison. 



Artillery. 



GUARDS. 



TowK District . 

Goyemor*!, or Convent gd. 

Lieut.-GoTemor*s 

Willis's, 8kc. . 

Flag-staff 

Landnort 

Grana battery 

Waterport . 

Main . 

Soathport . 

Castle . 

North line-wall 

South line-wall 

Artill< 

Middle-lull 

Signal-house . 

Victualling office 

Patroles 

OrderUes 

Links . 
Prince's 
King's . • 
Queen's 

South Distsict 
Europe . 
Europa Advance 
Little Bay . 
Ragsed-Staff . 
RosU . 
New mole . 
Buena Vista • 
Camp . 
Hospital 
Magaaine 
South Shed . 
Princess of Wales's lines . 
Windmill-hill 
General De la Motte's . 
Orderlies 

Total . . 



N.B. Grenadiers. 
N.B. Lt. Infkntry. 




DetACSMSXTS Tk 



tlte Spur & Fleche. 

Cthe Lunette & 
X Mole head. 



Cha. Vth's walL 



( Upper Forfao'c, 



tbe Wharf. 
Victualling tent 
New mole head. 



The PMTostship. 



3 SS 64 73 23 773 18 106 



In the evening of the 7th, a little 
before midnight, two large lights ap- 
peared on the shore west of the Orange- 
grove, forming a right Ime with our 
Grand battery ; and at the same time, 
two similar fires were seen behind Fort 
St Philij) ; whence, if a line was pro- 
duced. It would to appearance Imve 



intersected the former, about 800 or 
900 yards to the north-west of the Old 
mole head. These unusual signals 
made many conjecture that the enemj 
were sounding in that quarter. A 
few rounds were accordingly fired at 
intervals in that direction from the 
North bastion. 
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By the morning of the 8th, the pre- 
parations, in the department of the 
artillery, under General Boyd's direc- 
tions, were completed ; and, the success 
of the attack in a great measure .de- 
pending upon embracing the favour- 
able moment, it was no longer de- 
ferred^ At seven o'clock, the town- 
guards being relieved, the firing com- 
menced from all the northern batteries • 
which bore upon the western part of 
the parallel, and was supported through 
the day with admirable precision and 
vivacity. The effect of the red-hot 
shot and carcasses exceeded our most 
sanguine expectations. In a few hours, 
the Mahon battery of 6 guns, with the 
battery of 2 guns on its flank, and 
great part of the adjoining parallel, 
were on fire ; and the flames, notwith- 
standing the enemy's exertions to ex- 
tinguish them, burnt so rapidly, that 
tiie whole of those works before night 
were consumed. The St. Carlos's and 
St. Martin's batteries however on this 
occasion escaped the fate which they 
had formerly experienced. They were 
nevertheless so much deranged by the 
breaches made to obstruct the effects 
of the carcasses, &c. that the enemy 
were under the necessity of taking 
down the greater part. 

The enemy, for near an hour, con- 
tinued silent spectators of our can- 
nonade. About eight, they fired a few 
guns from the St Martin's battery; 
and between nine and ten, returned 
our fire from Forts St Philip and Bar- 
bara, with the 7-gun battery in the 
lines, and soon after from 8 new mortar 
batteries in the parallel. This tardi- 
ness in returning our fire, in some 
degree we attributed to the works being 
confused with materials, and some of 
the batteries being deficient in ammu- 
nition. It might however be owing to 
want of discretionary orders, as an 
officer of rank was observed to enter 
the lines about the time when their 
cannonade became general: a rein- 
^loement also marched down from the 
camp. 

llie astonishing bravery displayed 
by the enemj in their repeated at- 
tempts to extinguish the flames, could 
not flul to attract our particular notice 



and admiration. Urged on most pro- 
bably by emulation, they performed 
prodigies of valour ; so that their loss, 
under so well directed a fire, must have 
been very, considerable. The French 
brigade, we afterwards understood, had 
140 killed and wounded. If the Spa- 
nish casualties bore an equal propor- 
tion, their united loss must have greatly 
exceeded our calculation. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon 
the cannonade abated on both sides, 
and the enemy soon after were totally 
silent, though we continued our usual 
fire. The garrison had two or three 
killed, and several wounded. Lieut 
Boag, of the artillery, and Ensign Gor- 
don, of the 68th regiment, were of the 
latter number. The former officer had 
been wounded before: on this occasion 
he was pointing a gun from Hanover 
battery m the lines, when a shell fell 
in the battery. He had scarcely time 
to throw himself down in an embrasure, 
when the shell burst, and fired the 
gun under the muzzle of which he lay. 
The report immediately deprived him 
of hearing, and it was some time be- 
fore he recovered a tolerable use of 
that faculty. Major Martin, of the 
same corps, had likewise a very for- 
tunate escape fh)m a 26-pounder, which 
shot away the cock of his hat close to 
the crown. I insert this anecdote, 
because it is commonly believed, tiiat 
if a cannon-ball of large diameter 
passes so near the head of a person, the 
wind of it is generally fetal. The 
major was considerably stunned by the 
passage of the shot, but experienced 
little further injury. In the forenoon 
of the 8th, two more ships of the line 
removed to the Orange-grove, followed 
some lime afterwards by 22 gun and 
mortar boats ; and in the evening, one 
of the French men-of-war joined them 
from Algeziras. In the course of the 
day, a number of troops were em- 
barked on board such of the battering- 
ships as were finished; and at night, 
our artillery replaced the ammunition 
in the expense magazines, which had 
been used to such good purpose in the 
morning. • 

This unexpected insult undoubtedly 
precipitated the duke's measures; and 
k3 
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Inr pvovoking him to tb0 atttefc, beibre 
me pwipTntioiMi in the other depnt- 
nenti were ready to eombine with him 
ia a genflfsl and powerftd cfibrt against 
the garriaon, aerred greatly to fin^ 
tnte the enterpriae. Appiehenaive, 
probably, that, elated by our good ftr^ 
tone, we might renew our atten^ 
finally to destroy the land worka wfaieh 
had escaped, the doke determined to 
avoid the blow (which also might be 
in other feqpecta &tai in its oonse- 
qnenoes) by opening his batterie% even 
in their unfinished state. Aotoated, 
most prolMibly, by these motives, the 
embrasures of the new batteries were 
nnmasked during the night of the 8th; 
and the succeeding morning, at day- 
break, we were surprised to find every 
appearance in their works for firing 

ri the fpunison* Two rockets finm 
jfbrts m the lines were the signals 
lo begin; and the cannonade com- 
menced at half-past five o'clock, with a 
T(dley of about 60 shells from all their 
mortar batteries in the parallel, sue- 
ceeded by a general discharge of their 
cannon, amounting, in the whole, to 
about 170 pieces of ordnance, all of 
large calibre:— ^ dischar^ I believe, 
not to be paralleled!* Their firing 
was powerfiil, and entirely directed 
against our works; but was not, after 
Uie first round, altogether so tremen- 
dous and destructive as we had reason 
to eiq^ot from suoh a train of artillery. 
At intervals, from 10 to 20 shells were 
in the air at the same moment; but 
their ejects were not equal to the num- 
bers expended. The town, southward 
of the King's bastion, was little af- 
fected; but the northern fiont, and 
Une-wall leading from the Grand pa- 
tade to ihe Nor£ bastion, were exceed- 
ingly warm; and the lines and Land- 
port were greatly annoyed by the 
ibaWs from tibe howitzers, which were 
distributed in various parts of their 
parallel. Montague's and Orange's 
bastions seemed to be the centre of the 
enemy's cross-fire; whilst the line- 
wall in their vicinity and to the south- 
-ward was taken a revers by the shot 

• A^rench account of tlie siege gives 186 
ta the number of the enemy's otdnance on 
tfao land side at this tine. 



which pansd over the fines firam the 
64-giA battery. 

Not imagining, firom Hie rong^ sp- 
pearsBce of the cnemj^s worin, tint 
they eoidd possibly retaliate so 8oob„ 
the guards and jnekcftB at the nortiL end 
of the garrison were- for some time ex- 
pose^ and some casoidties ooeoarved: 
but we soon discovered whenofr we 
were chiefly annoyed, and eooseqiicBdjr 
becaune more eauti0u& Lieut Whai^ 
too, of the 79rd regimeDt, waa dat* 
geroosly wounded at Landport 

Whilst the land batteries were- taa 
pouring forth thnr vengeanoe upon 
the northern firont, mne line-(^4iatde 
ships, including those under the French: 
flag^ got under way from the Orange- 
ffrav«, and passing along the aea-Une^ 
diacharged several broadsides at the 
garrison, and partieulariy at a settee 
which had just arrived under our anna 
firom Algiers. When lliia squadroa 
had got round Europa Poin^ they sad- 
denly wore, and returning along the 
Europe, Ro^ and New mole batte- 
ries, commenced a regular and heavy 
fire upon the ganison. The marine 
brigade and artill^y returned the 
salute till they passed, when the men- 
of-war wore imd returned to Ibe eaah- 
ward. About the same time tkat the 
enemy were thus amn^g us a* the 
southward, 16 gun and mortar boats 
approached the town, and oontimied 
their fire for some time 7 but,teartia- 
lery giving them a warm reception 
from the King^s bastion, twe of them 
were towed off with precipitation, and 
the rest retired in great disorder. One 
was thought to be very oonsidarahly da- 
ed; and some imagined that her 
was thrown overboard to aaveher 



This mode of annoying us on all 
sides exactiy corresponded wi^ the ae- 
connts which we had recrived of the 

Slan of attack suggested by Monsienr 
'Ar^on, the French engineer, who su- 
perintended the enemy's preparations. 
They hoped probably to confound and 
overwhelm us, by presenting to ua de- 
struction under* such various fiMmis, and 
by the enormous quantity of fire whieb 
they poured ia upon tiie garrison. The 
governor however did not approve of 
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bis troops being thus subjected to be 
faarassed at their pleasure, and rooJved 
tlierelore, if possible, to put a stop 
to their sea-Bttaoks. For this pni^poee 
Ihe £unaces and grates for heating 
sliot, at the New mole, were ordered to 
be lighted: and some new arrange- 
ments took place in the ordnance upon 
WindmiU*hilL Toward dusk the «ne- 
xny alpated in tiae fire from their can- 
non; increasing however in the-expea* 
ditnre of shells, which, being generally 
fined widi^hort fuses, broke in the air. 
Q[lu8 praetioe seemed w«ll calculated 
for the purposes in view. In the day, 
they oould observe with greater cei> 
tainty the effect of their shot, and alter 
as circnmstaaces directed : the firing at 
night must nnavmdably be less de- 
pended upon: shells were tterefore 
burst over the heads of our wt^kmen, 
to prevent them, i^ possible, from re- 
pairing at night the damage received in 
the day. It did not neverthel^n ob- 
staust the duties in the department of 
tfie engineers; and the artillery were 
not hindered from -fiirthar completing 
the expense magaaines with ammuni- 
tion. The 97th regiment was now so 
fiar refcov«fed,as for some time to assist 
in the fiitigue duties of the garristm: 
and ^bis day the officers, with 100 men, 
vffBR added to the general roster. The 
towaa guards were also ordered to as- 
semble in Southport ditch. 

The enemy's men-of-war (as we ex- 
pected) rq[»eated their attack rery early 
on the morning Of the 10th. Each slup 
encried a light at her mizen-peak ; but 
they did not approach near enough to 
psodnee much effect We received 
them with a well-supported fire ; and 
tiieaext morning observed one of them 
otanchor, widi her bowsprit unshipped, 
at Algebras. The remaining 8 re- 
aewea their cannonade about 9 in the 
IbgrenoQoi, and killed 2 of the marine 
brigade, and wounded a seijeaot of ar- 
tiUery and 8 others. After they had 
passed as before, thejr wore ship, appa- 
rently with an intention of continuing 
Hieir visitB, bat suddenly put about, 
hwriod their wind, and anchored off the 
OrflDge-gnyve. We vr&ee afberwards 
informed that the discovery of a red- 
hot shot on board one of the ships was 



the immediate cause of this hasty i 
mane. 

The «aemy ccmtinued their firing 
&om the isthmus, recommencing at 
morning gon-fire on the 10th fhnn 
tiieir gnn bid^ries. At 7 o'clock,. inclu^ 
ing t^ expenditure on the 8t^ they had 
discharged 5587 shot and ad02 slieUs, 
exclusive of the number ^red by the 
men*of'*war and mortar boats. The 
garrison, on the contrary, took no ^tr»- 
&er notice of them, than to return a 
&w rounds from the terrace batteries 
at their working parties, who -wete re* 
pairing tiie damage done on the 8tfa» 
and completing &e rest of their work& 
In the course of the day, the Brilliant 
and Porcupine frigates were scutUed by 
the navy in the New mole; and at 
night tile engineers, with a wockinc 
party, cleared the lines of rubbish, and 
restored those traverses which had 
been demolisfaed. At night, the ene* 
my^ &re was imder the same r^ula<* 
tion as the preceding evening. 

The next morning, when our guardi 
were relieving, a signal was miade ait 
the tower, near the quarry, under the 
Queen of Spain's Chair; and the ene- 
my's cannonade became excessively 
hnA: fortunately few casualties o»> 
eunxd. Their firing, when this object 
ceased to enpge tbem, seemed to be 
principally directed agunstthe obstrac* 
tioos at Landport, and in that part of 
theganiaon. Many of the palisades in 
die covered way were destroyed, and 
the cfaevaux-de-frise considerably in* 
jnred: artificers were however «»• 
standy detached to repair those breaches 
so that the whole were kept in a better 
state t3ian might be expected. In the 
afternoon, we began to conclude, that 
the attack with the battering-ships was 
no longer to be deferred. Several de- 
tachments of soldiers embarked from 
the camp, and others were standing on 
die ndghbouring eminences; which, 
with the appearance in the evening of 
rignals like those whidi had been ob- 
served on the night of the 7th, led ns 
to imi^nfi that every preparation was 
complete; and the wind at that time 
blowing gently in the bay, fi^om the 
n<Hrtii-west, fiiToured our conjecture. 
Landport and Waterport guards weie 
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immediately reinforced, the fumaoes 
and grates tor heating shot were lighted, 
and the artillery ordered to man the 
batteries. 

Thus prepared, we waited their ap- 
pearance ; for it seemed to be the ^ 
neral opinion, that the battering-ships 
would advance, and be moored in the 
night, that the^ might be less exposed 
to annoyance m this daty, and open 
with greater effect together at day-, 
break. Our attention was howcTer 
called off from the bay to the land-side, 
where the enemy had set fire to the 
barriers of Bay-side andForbes's; and 
the whole of those palisades, to the 
water's edge, were instantly involved in 
flames. The northern guards and 
pickets were immediately under arms, 
and a smart discharge of musketry was 
directed upon several parties, which, 
by the light of the fire, were discovered 
in the meadows. The enemy increas- 
ing their bombardment, and nothing 
new happening in consequence of the 
conflagration, the pickets and guards 
were remanded under cover; but the 
artillery continued upon the batteries. 
We had scarcely recovered from this 
alarm, before the gun and mortar boats, 
with the bomb-ketches, began to bom- 
bard the northern front, taking their 
stations off the King^s bastion, extending 
towards Fort St Philip. They com- 
menced about an hour after midnight ; 
and their fire, added to that of the land 
batteries, exceedingly annoyed Water- 
port and its vicinity. The out-pickets 
were again under arms, but providen- 
tially our loss was trifling. We re- 
turned a few rounds from the sea-line, 
but still disregarded the batteries on 
the isthmus; excepting when their 
workmen appeared, or were thought to 
be employed. Major Lewis, comman- 
dant of the artillery, was unfortunately 
amongst the wounded. The confine- 
ment of this active officer at iMs cri- ' 
tical juncture might have been highly 
prejudicial to the service, had not his 
seconds been of confirmed ability and 
experience : owing to their united ex- 
ertions, the several duties in that com- 
plicated and important department con- 
tinued to be conducted with efficiency 
and success. 



When the ran-boats retired, nothing 
new occurred till the morning of the 
12th: the enemy's firing continued to 
be supported at the average of 4000 
rounds in the 24 hours. About 8 
o'clock, reports were received from 
Europa ^uard, that a large fleet had 
appesired in the Straits from the west- 
ward. The wind was brisk, and we 
had scarcely time to form any conjec- 
tures concerning them, ere they ap- 
proached the bay ; and proved to be the 
combined fleets of France and Spsun, 
consisting of 7 3-deckers, and 31 ships 
of 2 decks ; with 3 frigates and a num- 
ber of xebeques, bomb-ketches, and 
hospital-ships; the whole under the 
command of ten admirals, and a broad 
pendant. In the afternoon, they were 
all at anchor in the ba^ between the 
Orange-grove and Algeziras. 

Tluis great accumulation of force 
could not fail to surprise, if not alarm 
the garrison. It appeared as if the 
enemy meant, previous to their final 
efforts, to strike, if possible, a terror 
through their opponents, by displaying 
before us a more powerful armament 
than had probably ever been brought 
against any fortress. 47 sail of the 
line, including 3 inferior two-deckers, 
10 battering-ships, deemed perfect in 
design, and esteemed invincible, carry- 
ing 212 guns; innumerable frigates, 
xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutters, gun 
and mortar boats, and smaller craft for 
disembarking men ; these were assem- 
bled in the bay. On the land side 
were most stupendous and strong bat- 
teries and works, mounting 200 pieces 
of heavy ordnance, and protected by an 
army of near 40,000 men, commanded 
by a victorious and active general, of 
the highest reputation, and animated 
with tiie immediate presence of two 
princes of the royal blood of France, 
with oilier dignified personages, and 
many of their own nobility. Such a 
navsd and military spectacle most cer- 
tainly is not to be equalled in the an- 
nals of war. From such a combination 
of power, and fiivourable concurrent 
circumstances, it was natural enough 
that the Spanish nation should antici. 
pate the most glorious consequences. 
Indeed their oonfidence in the effect to 
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"be produced by the battering-ships 
passed all bounds ; and, in the enthu- 
siasm excited by the magnitude of their 
preparations, it was tibought highly 
criminal, as we afterwards learned, 
even to whisper a doubt of the success. 

In drawing these flattering condu- 
sions, the enemy, however, seemed en- 
tirely to have overlooked the nature 'of 
that force which was opposed to them ; 
for, though the garrison scarcely con- 
sisted of more than 7,000 effective men, 
including the marine brigade, they 
forgot that they were now veterans in 
this service, had been a long time ha- 
bituated to the effects of artillery, and 
were prepared bv degrees for the 
arduous conflict utat awaited them. 
We were, at the same time, commanded 
by officers of approved courage, pru- 
dence, and ability ; eminent for all the 
accomplishments of their profession, 
and in whom we had unbounded con- 
fidence. Our spirits too were not a 
little elevated by the success attending 
the recent, practice of firing red-hot 
shot, which in this attack we hoped 
would enable us to bring our labours 
to a period, and relieve us fix>m the 
tedious cruelty of another vexatious 
blockade. 

Before the garrison had well dis- 
covered the force of their new visitors, 
an occurrence happened, which, though 
trifling in itself, I trust I shall be ex- 
cused for noticing. When the van of 
the combined fleet had entered the bay, 



and the soldiers in town were atten- 
tively viewing the ships, alleging, 
amongst other reasons for their arrivsd, 
that me British fleet must undoubtedly 
be in pursuit ; on a sudden, a general 
huzza was given, and all, to a man, 
cried out, the British admiral was cer- 
tainly in their rear, as a flag for a fleet 
was hoisted upon our Signal-house j^le. 
For some moments the flattering idea 
was indulged; but our hopes were soon 
damped by the sudden disappearance of 
the signal. We were afterwards in- 
formed by the guard at that post, that 
what our creative &ncies had imagined 
to be a flag, was an eagles which, after 
several evolutions, had perched a few 
minutes on the westernmost pole, and 
then flew away toward the east. 
Though less superstitious than the 
ancient Romans, many could not help 
fancying it a favourable omen to the 
garrison; and the eveht of the suc- 
ceeding day justified the prognostica- 
tion. 

In the morning of the 12th, the go- 
vernor reinforced the pickets of the 
line; nine of which, in future, were 
stationed in town, and distributed as 
follows; two at Waterport, two at 
Landport, two in the lines, and the 
remaining three in the picket-yard, 
with the field-officer of the town dis- 
trict. Ilie other picket of the line was 
stationed at the southward. The fol- 
lowing return specifies the strength of 
the pickets at this period. 



The artillery, and Hanoverian briKade, each corps, 
The 12th, 39th, 56th, and 58th regiments ditto 
The 72nd and 73rd regiments . . ditto 

The 97th regiment . . . ditto 

Total four captains, one of the artillery and three of the line 11 11 11 580 
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In the evening about dusk, a num- 
ber of men were observed to embark 
from the Orange-grove, on board the 
battering-ships ; which, with the pre- 
sence of the combined fleet, and the 
wind blowing favourably, induced us 
to conclude that the important and long 
meditated attack was not long to he 
deferred. 

The enemy's cannonade was con- 
tinued, almost on the same scale as the 



preceding days, during the night of the 
12th. The next morning we observed 
the combined fleet had made some new 
arrangements in their position, or moor- 
ings, and that the remaimng two bat- 
tering-ships had joined the outers at the 
Orange-grove, where their whole at- 
tacking force seemed to be now assem- 
bled. About a quarter before seven 
o'clock, some motions were observed 
amongst their shipping ; and soon after 
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r wmy, witk 
a goiitle bffww'frMn the north-iDeflt, 
rtmBagto tfaeMathwaitl, to ele»r tbe 
if-w, ftnd wen sttonded by a 
sr «f boati. As oitr miTy were 
■tij of opimoa liutt tte batter- 
iayehipi wowid be broa^t before the 
nrriaon in tbe night, lierwsDipectedlluit 
tbe pvMoa auuiaefSTTet were prepara- 
tory 10 tbeir finally entering on the 
iainrtating enterprise; but, observing 
a Oiowd of spectalori on tbe beacl^ 
near Poiat Ifaia, and upon ^ neigh- 
booring eminenoes, and the ships a^- 
kig down towsrds the gairison, £e 
aovecnor thought it wonld be imOTu- 
daat any loqger to donbt H. The 
town batteries were accordingly man- 
ned, and the grates and fbraaces for 
iMating shot ordered to be lighted. 

Thus piwpared for their reception, 
we had leisure to notice the enemy's 
evoitttions. The ten battering-flfaips, 
after leaving the men-of-war, wore 
to the north; and, a little past nine 
o'elocdc, bore down in admirable order 
for tfaeir several stations ; the admiral, 
in a two-decker, mooting about 900 
^rds off the King's bastion, the othen 
sucoessively tid^iBg their places to €he 
right and left of the flag-ship, in a mas- 
terly manner; the most distaiat being 
i^wut 1100 or 1300 yards from liie 
garrison. Oar artillery allowed the 
enem^ every reasonable advantage, in 
penniCting them without mdlestation to 
chooee their distance ; bat as soon as 
the first ship dropped her anchors, 
which was about a quarter before ten 
o'clock, that instant our firing com- 
menced. Ilie enemy were completely 
moored in a little more than ten 
minutes, and their cannonade then be- 
came in a high degree tremendous. 
The showers of shot and shells which 
were now directed froml^eir land-bat- 
teries, the battering-ships, and, on the 
o^r liand, from tbe various works of 
thegarrison, exlubited a scene, of which 
periuBps neither the pen nor the pencil 
can rami^ a competent idea. It is 
saffi<»ent to say that upward of /bar 
hundred pieces of fbe heaviest artmery 
were playing at the same moment : 
an instance which has scarcely oc- 
curred in any siege since the inventSMi 



0t Ibose ^iNmdeilbl ^i^nea 4tf de- 
stractiaa.* 

After some hama^ eansMmade, the 
battering-shms weve^Maad to be 9m%m 
fonnidable tium they had been repia- 
sented. Oar heaviest alidls often la- 
bouuded from their topa, <«i4dlBt the 
82-poaBd shot saemad ion^bla of 
aiaking any visiye imppeanon npaa 
their hnSs. TvctpaiAf we Jbtfteaed 
oaneives ^bej wen ocl &nr; bat ao 
sooner did any smokaappear than, with 
tiie most persevering mtmepidily, mm 
were obsOTved applyii^ vrater, ^fiom 
their engines within, to Iboae plaoBS 
whence the smoke isnied. Tbeaecir- 
eomstances, with llie prodigious cmi- 
nonade whidi theymafartaoied, gave as 
reason to imagine lliat tlie attack wonU 
not be so soon decided as, trom-cmrre- 
oent success uunst their land-kaMeries, 
we had fonmy ezpeeted. Shnea the 
artiUeiy th^aselyes, at this period, kad 
their doubts of the effect of the vedrhot 
diot, which began to be med about 
twelve, bat were not general tiU be- 
tween one and two o'clook.t Tbe 
enemy's cannon at the eomnMa!oenwnt 
were too mudi elevated, bat aboat 
noon their firing was powerfol and 
well directed. Our casualties then be- 
came numerous, paiticnlarly on those 
batteries north of the King^s bastioo, 
wliich were warmly annoyed fay the 
enemy's flanking and reverse fire ftwa 
Ike land. Though so v^ndously an- 
noyed iixHn ikie isthmus, -our artmerf 
totally disregarded their opponents in 
that <][uarte]:» directing their sole atten- 
tion to the batterinjg^^hlp^ tbe fnrioos 
and spirited oj^Msition of which served 
to excite our peopJa to move Bnimstfd 



► Eneiny'.ordnance{JSi^'**^ i| 
tin MtioB..... 96 



i At the «rdxiBirae poitable fanutoet tot 
iMatinf flhot were not Mzfficient in number to 
juppljr the denumds of the artUleiy when the 
sttack was at its height, large fires were kin- 
dled of wood in the comen of the nearest 
buildings, and shot, being thrown into tiboe 
piles, were soon heated red-hot. These sup- 
plies were jocolarly- termed by tho nea 
** roasted potatoes.^ 
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A jfare mare tranendoiis, if 
{KMsifak, than eirer was iSierefone di- 
itaeted afoom the ^arrnson. Incessant 
a h nm w B of bot Mh, cansatses, and 
cbelk vt ewTf sfecaoB flew -from all 
qoarlBni; iBid,S8 the anasts of several 
«f ddie ahifi were i&ot .airay and the 
figgagtKf afi was in ^reat conftision, 
onr h^tB of a fiivoiarahle and apeedy 
AeoHBOi itegan to npvire. 

Abaot mxm ^eir mortar tatts and 
bamMniciieB attempted to second tbe 
attack from the battering-ships; but, 
the wind ha^g diBi^;ed to the soath- 
w«8t and blowing a smart breeae, with 
a haery swell, iii^ were prevented 
taking a part io the action. The same 
reaaoQ also hiiidered onr gpn-boats 
from flanking the battermg-ehips from 
theseothwa^ 

For flome hoars the attack and de- 
fenoe were so equally well supported 
as aearoely to admit any aopearance of 
superiority m the cannonade on either 
iMe. The wonder^ eonstructaon of 
Ihe «hipB seemed to bid defiance to the 
powers of the hea^est ordnanoe. In 
the aftetnooB, however, the ^Bce of 
tfaiagB began to change xxmsideraUy : 
the amoke wludi had been observed to 
issae from the upper part of the flaf- 
aUp appeared to prevail, notwithstand- 
ing the eoastant application of water, 
and the admiral's second was perceived 
to be in the aame condition. Omfiision 
w«B now apparent on board several 
«f the vessete, and by the evening their 
cuaaasade was considerably abated; 
ai i mit «even or ^ht o'clock it almost 
tolaUy oeased, exoe^ting from one or 
two ahips to the northward, which, 
from thor difltanoe, had soffiered little 



When their flring began to slacken, 
waiioiis sij^uds were made from the 
aosthemmost ships; and as the evening 
advanced, many rockets were l^irown 
up, to inform their friends (as we after- 
wards learned) of th^ extreme danger 
and distress. These signals were im^ 
me&tely answered, and several boats 
were seen to row round the disabled 
flhipB. Our artillery, at tihis period, 
must have caused dreadful havoc 
amongst them. An indistinct clamour, 
with lamentable cries and groans, pro- 



ceeded (during tiw shoot intervali of 
cessation^ fhim all qaarteas; and, a 
little bemre midnight, a wreek iaatiBd 
in under the lown Une^waH, tqpm 
which were twelve men, wsho only, oak 
of three-ecore which were on board 
thmr launch, i»d esciqped. These dr* 
onmstanoes convinoed ns that we <had 
gained an advantage over .tibe enemy, 
yetwedidnotcoEiceiv« that the viotorj 
was so complete as the snooeeding 
morning evinced. Oar ^ng was 
therefore continued, though with teas 
vivacity; but as the artillery, from sadi 
a hard-fought day, exposed to the la- 
tense heat of a warm aun, in additim 
to the harassing duties of the preceding 
night, were much fatigued, and as it 
was imj^ossil^e to foresee wliat new ob* 
jects might demand .their service iha 
following day, the governor, about six 
in the evening, when the enemy's five 
abated, permitted lite majority of tiie 
ofKoers and men to be relieved by a 
pkket of a hundred men finm the <nia* 
rine brigade, under the oommand df 
Lieutenant Trentbam ; andofficessand 
non-commissioned officers of the artil* 
lery were stationed on the diflEerent 
batteries, to direct the sailors in. the 
mode of firing the hot shot. 

About an hour after mj(dnight, the 
batteringndup which had /suffered the 
greatest injury, and whidi had bee* 
frequently ^m fire ^ preceding day, 
was completely in flames; and by twa 
o'clock in the morniug of the 14tli, she 
appeared as one continued blaae froM 
stem to stem. The ship to the sovtii* 
ward of her was also on fire, but did 
not bum with so much rapidity. The 
light thrown out on all sides by the 
flames enabled the artUlery to pmnt 
$h6 gans with tiie utmost preaisiona 
whilst the rock and neighbourmg ob* 
jects were highly illuminated, forming, 
with the constant flashes of oar cannon, 
a mingled soene of suUimity and terror* 
Between three and four o'clock, six 
other of the belteriug-ehips indicated 
the efficacy of red-hot shot; and the 
approadiittg day now promised us one 
d the con^letest defensive vietc«ies on 
record. 

Briea&r Curtis, who was encamped 
with his brigade at Europa, bdng in- 
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formed that the enemy's ships were in 
flames, and that the admness of the sea 
wcmld permit his gun-boats to act, 
marched, about three o'clock A.M., with 
a detaclonent to the New mole; and, 
drawing up his twelve boats in such 
manner as to flank the battering-ships, 
compelled their boats to abandon them. 
As the day approached and the garri- 
son fire abateo, the brigadier adyanced 
and owtured two launches filled with 
men. These boats attempted to escape, 
bat a shot killing and wounding seyeral 
men on board one of them, both surren- 
dered, and were conducted to Ragged 
Staff. The brigadier being informed 
by the prisoners that many men were 
through necessity left by tiieir friends 
on board the ships, he generously de- 
termined to rescue them from the in- 
evitable death which seemed to impend. 
Some of these infatuated wretches ne- 
vertheless, it is said, refused at first the 
deliverance which was tendered to 
them, preferring the chance of that 
death which appeared inevitable to be- 
ing put to the sword, which they had 
beeu persuaded would be the conse- 
quence if they submitted to the garri- 
son. Being left, however, some mo- 
ments to the horrors of their fate, they 
beckoned the boats to return, and re- 
signed themselves to the clemency of 
their conquerors. 

Whilst the navy were thus humanely 
relieving their distressed enemy, the 
flames reached the magazine of one of 
the battering-ships to the northward, 
which blew up, about five o'clock, with 
a dreadful explosion. In a quarter of 
an hour following, another, in the 
centre of the line, met with a similar 
&te. The wreck from the latter spread 
to a vast extent, and involved our gun- 
boats in the most imminent danger: 
one was sunk, but the crew were saved. 
A hole was forced through the bottom 
of the brigadier's boat, his coxswain 
killed, and the strokesman wounded, 
and for some time the crew were ob- 
scured in the cloud of smoke. After 
this very fortunate escape, it was deemed 
prudent to withdraw toward the garri- 
son, to avoid the peril arising from the 
blowing-up of the remaining ships. 
The brigadier, however, visited two 



other ships in his return, and landed 
9 officers, 2 priests, and 334 private 
soldiers and seamen, all Spaniards, 
which, with 1 officer and 11 French- 
men who had floated in the preceding 
evening, made the total number saveS 
amount to 357. Many of the prisoners 
were severely and some of them dread- 
fully wounded. They were instantly, 
on being brought on shore, conveyed 
to our hospital, and every remedy ad- 
ministered necessary for their different 



During the lime that the marine bri- 
^ade were encountering every danger 
m their endeavours to save an enemy 
from perishing, the batteries on the 
isthmus (which ceased the preceding 
evening, most likely for want of am- 
munition, and which had opened again 
upon the garrison on the morning of 
the 14th) maint^ned a warm fire upon 
the town, which killed and wounded 
several men ; and three or four shells 
burst in the air, over the place where 
their countrymen were landed. This 
ungenerous proceeding could not escape 
the observation of the spectators in their 
camp, and orders probably were sent to 
the lines for the batteries to cease, as 
they were silent about ten o'clock. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the 
marine brigade in relieving die terri- 
fied victims from the burning ships, 
many unfortunate men could not be 
removed. The scene at this time ex- 
hibited was as affecting, as that which 
had been presented in ^e act of hosti- 
lity had been terrible and tremendous. 
Men crying from amidst the flames for 
pity and assistance; others, on board 
those ships where the fire had made 



* The following extract from a contempo- 
rary account by a French ofiBcer, who served 
in the besieging army, and was an e3rewitness 
of this scene, shows a generons appredatioB of 
the efforts made by the garrison to saeeoor 
those with whom they had been so lately 
contending : — ** Je n'ai ni I'anglomanie qai 
exagere le merite de la nation Britanniqae, 
ni la haine nationale <^ui dissimnle; mais ^esl 
pour moi une satisfaction bien douce de payer 
aux Anglais, liberateurs des malhenrenx hdmia 
dans les prames, le tribut d'6loges quo n^- 
taient dans ce moment leur eoorage et lenr 
humanite. L'Espagne et la France doivent 
etre ^ jamais reconnoissantes de cetto gene- 
rosite inouie.** 
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little progress, imploring relief with 
the most expressive gestures and signs 
of despair ; whilst several, equally ex- 
posed to the dangers of the opposite 
element, trusted themselves, on various 
parts of the wreck, to the chance of 
paddling themselves to the shore. A 
felucca belonging to the enemy ap- 
proached from the Orange-grove, pro- 
bably with the intention of relieving 
these unfortunate persons ; but, jealous 
of her motives, the garrison suspected 
that she came to set fire to one of the 
battering-ships which appeared little 
injured, and obliged her to retire. Of 
the 6 ships which were still in flames, 
3 blew np before eleven o'clock; the 
other 3 burnt to the water's edge, the 
magazines bein^ wetted by the enemy 
before the principal officers quitted the 
ships. The admiral's flag was onboard 
one of the latter, and was consumed 
with the vessel. The remaining two 
battering-ships, we flattered ourselves, 
might be saved as glorious trophies of 
our success; but one of them unex- 
pectedly burst out into flames, and in a 
short time blew up, with a terrible re- 
port; and Captain Gibson representing 
it as impracticable to preserve the 
other, it was burnt in the afternoon, 
under his directions. Thus the navy 
put a finishing hand to this signal de- 
fensive victory. 

During the hottest period of the 
enemy's cannonade, the governor was 
present on the King^s bastion, whilst 
Laeut.-General Boyd * took his station 
TMpon the South bastion, animating the 
garrison by their presence, and en- 
couraging them to emulation. The 
exertions and activity of the brave ar- 
tillery, in this well-fought contest, de- 

* It will not be improper in thia place to 
repeftt, that General Boyd laid the foundation 
9tone of the King's bastion, as it will be an 
apoloi^ for introducing a remarkable speech 
of tiie General on that occasion. In 1773, 
General Boyd, attended by Colonel Green, 
the chief engineer, and many fleld-offioers of 
the garrison, laid the first stone of that work, 
with the ceremony usual on such occasions. 
Upon fixing the stone in its place, *' This," 
Hid the General, " is the first stone of a work 
which I name the * King's Bastion :' may it be 
m» gallantly defended, an I know it will be ably 
•zecufced ; and may I live to see it retitt the 
«mt»d «^brtt qf France and Spcun:' 



serve the highest commendations. To 
their skill, perseverance, and courage., 
with the zealous assistance of the lin« 
(particularly the corps in town, the 
d9th and 72nd regiments), was Gi- 
braltar indebted for its safety against 
the combined powers, by sea and land, 
of France and Spain ; and the marine 
brigade, though they had not so consi- 
derable a share in the duties of the 
batteries, yet merit the warmest praises 
for their generous intrepidity in rescu- 
ing their devoted enemies fh>m amidst 
the flames. 

Whilst the enem^ were cool, and 
their ships had received little damage, 
their principal objects were the King's 
bastion, and line-wall, north of Orange's 
bastion. Their largest ships (wmch 
were about 1400 tons burden) were 
stationed off the former, in order to 
silence that important battery, whilst 
a breach was attempted by the rest, in 
the curtain extending ttom Uie latter 
to Montague's bastion. If a breach 
had been effected, the prisoners in- 
formed us that " their grenadiers were 
to have stormed the garrison imder 
cover of the combined fleets." The 
private men complained bitterly of 
their officers for describing the batter- 
ing-ships to be invulnerable, and for 
promismg that they were to be seconded 
by ten sail of the line, and all the gun 
and mortar boats. * They further told 
us, that " ihej had been taught to be- 
lieve the garrison would not be able to 
discharge many rounds of hot balls: 
their astonishment, therefore, was in- 
conceivable when they discovered that 
we fired them with the same precision 
and vlvaci^ as cold shot" *' Admiral 
Moreno," they said, ** quitted the Pas- 
tora, which was the flag-ship, a little 
before midnight ; but other officers re- 
tired much earlier." The loss sus- 
tained by the enemy could never be 
ascertained ; but, from the information 
of the prisoners, and the numbers seen 
dead oh board the ships, we estimated 
it could not be less than 2000 men, in- 
cluding the prisoners. The casualties 
of the garrison, on the contrary, were 
so trifling, that it will appear almost 
incredible that such a quantity of fire, 
in almost all its destmctiye modes oi 
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Mtion, slKNiId not have prodooed more 
6fiwt, with TCspeet to tiie Ion ^ men. 
I%e reton iCttids thus : — 



I laiH. 178S. 



Killed, 



MMMMIltt. 

BovBlAitilkiy 
]Mi Rcgimrat 
Wtk ditto . . 
5«th ditto . . 
Mth ditto • . 
ftod ditto . . 
7Srd ditto . . 
•7th ditto . . 
nordenbeig*! • 
Beden'a . . . 
Deklfotte'i . 
Bi^neen, with thel^ ^ « 
ArtifloerGompuiy j" • " 
MviBoBri^ido . . 0« 
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Total 



1 8 IS 5 6S 



— Oaptain Bootm killed; Gaptalnc 
Uroves and Siwud, with Lieut. Godfrey, 
'wounded* 



fth fleffimeBtxLloQteiMDt We«ham (who had 
fefSuaiMi to act m an aitilloty oflBoer) 
wounded. 
7Sxd regiment--Gbiptain M'Kenrie wounded. 

The distance of &e battering-«hip8 
from the gairiflOD was exactly sach as 
our artUlery oould ha^e wuhed. It 
ffeqmred so small an elevation that al- 
most eyery diot took effect; and the 



oannon ibiis elevated did not reqmie 
the shot to be inidded — a cucomstsnoe 
not ammpoFtant, as the time, which at 
point-blank would have been expended 
in doably wadding, was employed in 
keeping np the cannonade with greater 
bri^ess. The damage done to our 
works held no proportion with tibe vio- 
lence of tiie attaok, and the ezeesnve 
cannnnade which they had snstainfd 
The merlons of the difisient hattBries 
disordered, and the flank of 
_ 's bastion was a little iignsed; 
but the latter was chiefly done by the 
land .fire, and was not of sneh oonsa- 
qnenoe as to afford any room for a^pafr- 
henacn. The ordnanoe and earna^ 
were also damaged; bat, by the activity 
of the artillery, the whole sea^line^ 
before nig^ wasagain in servioeafak 
Older. 

The enemy, in this action, had S36 
pieces of heavy ordnanoe in play; 
whilst the garrison had only 80 c 
7 mortan, and 9 howitzers in 
tion. Upwards of 8300 rounds 
than half of which were hot shot^ i 
716 barrels of powder, were ezfjended 
by onr artillery. What quanti^ of 
anmnmition was used by the enemy 
oould never be ascertained. The fol- 
lowing was handed about as an au- 
thentic list of the battering-Shqis : — 



, 


Names of the 


Qona 


Gons 






Battering-Aipe. 


inuM. 


inieeeiTe. 




ii 


,P»toim . . 


Sl 






TUllaPieda 


SI 




760 Prince of Na«auSieghcn.* 


Fkiula Prima 


tl 




7A0 Don Gayetana Lan^ara. 


s 


1 El Roaario 


19 




^ 


St. Chrittoval . 


IS 




•50 Don Frcderico Gra^ino. 


ji 


rPrineipe Carlo* . 


11 




400 Don Antonio Basuxta. 


t 


San Joan . 


s 




840 Don Joeeph Angeler. 
340 Don PtA>lo de Cosa. 


^< 


Paula Seeunda . 


9 




1 


Santa Anna 


7 






5 


.LosSoloees 


6 




S50 Don Pedro Sancbm. 



14S 70 5860 

N3.-^boat S6 men to each gun in aw, heeides aailon, te. to wock the *hi|& 



The afternoon of the 14th, several 
thousand men marched with colours 
from the enemy's camp to their lines, and 
many ships in the combioed fleet loosed 
their top-sails. These motions, and the 
circumstance of many of their boats 



being manned, tcaused various speenla- 
tionsinihe ^rrison. Whatever their 
future operations might be, it was pru- 
dent to be on onr guard: theartilleiy 
were ordered thererore to remain npon 
the batteries, and the furnaces fbr heat- 



* M. d'ArQon, the French engineer, and projector of the floating batteries, embaiiwd on 
■board the Tailla Piedra, and quitted the ship about half an hour after midnight, «a Iw MMnia 
4ie Defence of his plan of attack, which was published at Ghdiz the following year. 
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iiig shot to be kept lighted, lest the 
enemy i^uld be prompted to put all 
to the stake, and attempt the garrison 
\xy a genend attack. It mm XEideed 
afterwards mmoored, that such a de- 
sign had been in oontemplation, bat 
•was ©rcmiled by the dnke, who was 
of opinion it would be enosing the 
fieet and army to inevitable destmction. 

Notwithstanding Iheir recent defeat, 
the enemy continued their cannonade 
from the isthmus; expending; daring 
Ihe remainder of the months vom 1000 
to 2000 rounds in the 24 hours ; dimi- 
nishing gradually, and confining their 
ahelb to the night Their operations 
en the land side were also still carried 
CB ; and, if we were able to form any 
conjectures at this period, fiom their 
motions to ihe normward, their late 
misfortune did not seem at all to damp 
tb^r hopes of succeeding against the 
garrison. A flag of truoe went on the 
15th with letters 'from oar prisoners 
to ihe camp; and about two o'doek 
in ihe afternoon, the combined fleet 
Tnwt«l#^ in their top-sails. Some hours 
afterwards they manned their yards, 
and fired a grand salute. We were at 
a loss to account for these singular re- 
goings.* Lieut M*Namara, of ihe 
72nd re^ment, was wounded the same 
day at Willis's, where our woridng 
parties were employed clearing away 
the mbbidi fi^m the batteries. 

The garrison having experienced 
tihp powmul ejQScacy of red-hot shot, 
and the governor thinking it expedient 
to have a eontinual supply of them, the 
engineers erected kilns (similar to those 
naed in burning lime, but smaller) in 
-varioos parts ox the gairison. Tliey 
-were large enough to heat upward of 
100 balls in an hour and a quarter; 
and* by this invention, hot shot were, if 
thoaght necessary, kept continually 
ready for use. Our former method of 
heatmg the shot was either in the gralea 
and fiiraaoes made for that purpose, or 
by pilinff them in a comer of some old 
honae adjoining the batteries (as was 



* The followinf eztrMt from tlie Frewfa 
aooount of the nege, already quoted, may 
•erre to explain this circanutance : — " I^ 
15, le Comte d'ArtoIs fit h Dom Louis de Coi' 
db«a I'Moaaear de so rendM k sob botd." 



principally the practice on the 13tb% 
and surrounding diem with &ggot8i 
pieces of timber, and small coal. By 
thoae means the artificers were enabled 
to sapply the artiUery with a oonstaat 
succession for the ordnance. Answers 
were received in the afternoon of the 
16th to the prisoners' letters. Atni^t 
a great number of signala were made 
by the combined fleet Shot were 
therefore agun ordered to be heated, 
and the artiUeiy cautioned to be ready 
to man the batteries. The 39th and 
72nd regiments also lay fiilly accoutred; 
The same ai^t, tiie sailors recovered 
the gun-boat which had been sunk ou 
the morning of the 14th. As the pri- 
soners informed us that intelligenee 
had been received, previous to the atc- 
tack of the batteriuj^ships, that Lord 
Howe, with the British neet, was pre* 
paring to sail for the relief of Gibraltar,, 
the navy began to prepare to raise the 
Brilliant and Porcupine frigates, which 
had been acuttied m the New mole f 
but their efforts, for some time, were 
not attended with success. 

The Spanish (^cersy prisoners* with 
the Frenchmen who were taken up; 
from the wreck upon the night of the 
ldth» were sent to the camp on thee 
evening of the 17th. The remaining: 
Spanish privates were encamped upon; 
Windmill-hill, and given in charge to- 
tibe- Corsicans. Of the number who 
had been saved from the batterm^- 
ships, were an officer, a captain of 
marines^ and 29 privates, who were 
wounded. Moet of these recovered iit 
our hospital ; but the officer, notwiib* 
standing every assistance and attention,, 
died on the 17tii. He was buried^ 
the succeeding day, with all military 
honours, attended by the grenadiers of 
the 39th regiment. 

When we reflected of what vast im- 
portance this grand enterprise was es- 
teemed; and what immense sums had 
been expended in the ingenious and- 
formidable preparations, it waa ob- 
serred, with no small surprise, b^r many 
who were present when the prisoner* 
were landed, that the majority of liwa- 
seemed to be past that age when tfar 
vital poweraare supposed to be in tibdr 
greatest vigour. In an ezpeditioawhexe 
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yoath and strength best promised « 
&T(Nirable issue, this impolitic arrange- 
ment certainly could not pervade the 
whole I The Spaniards, ftom their 
dark complexion and meagre diet, 
have naturally, even when young, an 
aged look: and yet our observations 
seemed confirmed by other indubitable 
&cts. Several bodies were thrown 
ashore, all of which seemed advanced 
in years; and one in particular ap- 
peared, from his grey beard and lean 
▼isa^, past sixty. This corpse was 
horribly mutilated, and, with the mise- 
rable objects then under the care of our 
surgeons, convinced us, by ocular proof, 
of the dreadful havoc which our ar- 
tillery must have made in the latter 
part of the dav. 

The westerly wind, which had cast 
np these unfortunate men, threw also 
on shore many trifling curiosities, and 
some things of value, which had floated 
on the surfiice of the bay after the 
battering-ships had blown up. Large 
wax candles, such as are usually burnt 
by the Romish priests before tiieir al- 
tars ; salt provisions ; and a great num- 
ber of ammunition boxes, containing 
10 rounds of powder in linen car- 
tridges, were collected by the garrison 
the morning succeeding the defeat 
Considerable pieces of mahogany, and 
some cedar, were saved from the wrecks 
of those ships whose magazines did not 
blow up, which were afterwards con- 
verted into various useM articles, 
serving as memorials of our victory. 
The governor had a handsome set of 
tables made for the Convent (the holes 
in the cedar, where the fire had pene- 
trated, being filled up with sound wood, 
cut in various fibres, forming a beau- 
tiful contrast with the burnt part), 
which will serve as a standing monu- 
ment to the guests of the transactions 
of that glorious day. 

The enemy's fire on the 19th was 
warmer than tiie few preceding days ; 
and, which was rather extraordinary, 
it was continued whilst a flag of truce 
went from the governor, and another 
returned in answer. The officer who 
brought the Due de Crillon's answer 
was one of his aides-de-camp, the Comte 
de Rufigniac, colonel of tiie French 



regiment de Chartres. He pressed 
much to deliver his ptucket peratmaUtf 
to the governor, and offered to salnnit 
to be bundfolded, provided he could be 
admitted into the garrison. He was 
even so urgent as to put his fiaot on 
board our boat, but was informed by 
the ude-de-camp that his request oould 
not be complied with. As the Count 
would not be content with this answer, 
our flag was obliged to return to make 
known his extraordinary importunity 
to the governor, who politely excused 
himself the honour which the Count 
intended him, as the state of aSain 
would not then permit it. We shall have 
occasion again to mention the Count 
before the close of this work. The 
wind changed to the east in the n^ht 
of the 19th; but the combined £eet 
still remained at anchor in the bay. 
The 20th, the mortar boats, which had 
remained inactive for some time, bom- 
barded the garrison. They seemed to 
be attended by only four or five gun- 
boats, and were extremely cautious in 
directing their fire. Three shells fell 
in Southport ditch, amongst the 39th 
regiment. 

Some changes took place in the go- 
vernor's suite on the 21st : town-major 
Captain Foulis was appointed aidende- 
camp to the commander-in-chie^ and 
Captain Delhoste, of the 72nd regiment, 
town-major. A flag of truce, the same 
day, brought over a letter from the 
duke, in answer to one frtmi the 
governor, of the preceding day. Their 
boat also brought doming for the 
Walon prisoners. In the evening, 
about eight o'clock, reports were re- 
ceived from the northern guards, that 
the enemy were in motion in their 
camp, and that troops were marching 
down to the lines. About the same 
time some extraordinary signals were 
made by the Spanish admiral. The 
three pickets remaining with the field- 
officer in town were immediately de- 
tached to reinforce the captain of 
Landport, the lines, and Waterport, 
who, beside their usual guards, had 
each two pickets with them before. 
The 39th and 72nd regiments were 
again ordered to lie accoutred, and 
the artillery cautioned to be alerC By 
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this dispositiou it was evident the 
^▼emor still expected a further attack 
upon die garrison ; and that evening it 
-was most to be apprehended, as it was 
po8»ble that the Duke by that day 
might receive an answer from Madrid, 
in(ucating' his future operations. Up- 
-ward of 1 200 men being thus distributed 
in the vicinity of the Grand battery, 
-with two regiments at hand to act as 
corps de reserve, we waited the further 
inovements of the enemy. A little be- 
fore midnight, a soldier of the 7drd 
regiment, removinff rubbish from the 
Prince's lines, fell from the extremity, 
and was killed. An officer with a 
small detachment was inmiediately or- 
dered from lAndport to bring in the 
body. This was discovered by the 
enemy's advanced parties, who opposed 
it -by a brisk discharge of musketry in 
regular platoons. Queen's lines guard 
protected our party, who returned with 
the body without any casualties. The 
strady and animated fire supported hj 
the enemy convinced us of the strengu 
of their advanced posts. Nothing ex- 
traordinary, however, happened during 
the night after this occurrence. 

The governor still continued the 
party at Lower Forbes's under the 
lines. On the night of the 23rd they 
discovered two men near the stone 
sentry-box, within the ruins *of the old 
barrier. The Serjeant's orders (the 
reader may remember) were, not to 
fire but in his own defence, or in case 
of an alarm ; but observinff them 
measuring with a chain the distance 
between the foot of the rock and the 
Inundation, and thinking they might 
be persons of some consequence, and 
probably possessed of memorandums 
which might discover the motives of 
their mahaeuvres, he determined in this 
case to fire : they, in return, alarmed 
at his preparations, suddenly appeared 



on the defensive ; but the seijeant was 
so lucky as to kill the principal person, 
and the other ran off. The body was 
instantly brought in, but no papers of 
consequence were fbund about him. 
He was thought to have been a volun- 
teer. The seijeant, who was a cadet 
in General Reden's regiment, was soon 
afterwards promoted to a commission ; 
but whether for this service, or in his 
tour, I cannot inform my reader. 

Tbe enemy's firing seemed now to be 
directed under the following regulations. 
About five'^or six in the morning, when 
the night-pickets were retiring firom 
their posts, the cannonade commenced, 
and continued pretty brisk till noon. 
From twelve to two o'clock there was 
the usual intermission ; for, as I have 
remarked before, the Spaniards would 
not be deprived of their customary nap, 
or siesta. In the decline of the .day 
they discharged more or less, as Iheir 
caprice dictated. About seven in ibe 
evening their cannon ceased, and their 
mortars took up the fire, continuing it till 
daybreak of the succeeding day. The 
ammunition now expend^ was gene- 
rally from 400 to 500, and sometimes 
600 shells in the 24 hours, with from 
600 to 1000 shot The profusion of 
the fi>rmer had greatly diminished the 
immense piles in their artillery park, 
and their howitzers were by no means 
so lavish of their troublesome shells as 
thef had been. 

The 24th, the Brilliant frigate was 
raised after much trouble. The same 
day about noon, upward of 50 boats, 
which had been assembled for the 
attack, returned to the westward, and 
the mantlet^boats retired up the river 
Palmones. The departure of Hie for- 
mer, with others which had left the 
bay the two preceding days, reduced 
their remaining small cran to a very 
trifling number. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



IWCwtt Mn ed Ffeett remaiii im GIbrlUter Bay^ being determined to oppose the reBef of tbe 
Omiwm— -Captain Cortla visits tlie Enemy's Camp to establish a eartd'— Enemy ndae 
additional woric*— The Combined Fleeta greatly distressed by a hurricane — ^A SpaniiA Hne- 
oT-baittlo ship isdriren under the walls of Gibraltar, and submits to the Garrison— At this 
jmetore the Dridsfa Fleet appear in the Straits, but the convoy anfoitanately pass die 
Sock to the eastwafd—Letten received from the British VRnhtty by the Govemor^The 
Cbmbfaied Tleets, after maMiig repaira, follow the British Fleet iixto the Medf temraean-, 
h«t avoid an astton — Lord Howe eonduets the oenvoy safe into the Bhy, returns to the 
westward, sad is ftHowed by the Comfahied F l te ots E ao nty^ cattnonade dimiiitahea» antf 
the fire from the Oarrison iw n ea sos ' E nemy estebliA a post nnder the Rock near tihe 
Devil's Towei«-Bepeat their attaefcs from the gun-boats— The D<ic de Crillon acqeaintlr 
Genetal EUott that the prettmlnartseof a Gcneml Vwk» had bees sfgfned— KoefilBleeii 
eoaseqnenee leaae T he Empoor of Morocoo sends a present of cattle with a letter to 
General EUott, who seen afterwazdw leoeives ftmn Enf^and oflleial acooonte of liie Puwe 
httmview between the Due de Crillen and the Geivenuiv— The GSoveraer vlewa the %anisb 
batteries, and diaes at San Beqne— The Duke letnma the visit, in the Ghuvison-^OeMMOBy 
9t investing the Oovener with the Order of thet Bath^-Sir Geer^e Anffnetus Elietifs spaBek 
to the Garrison, upon oemmuaiealing to them the> Thanka of theKiag anA Buttaaa* te» 
their Defbnee of Gibraltar. 



NoTWiTHSTANDiNO that we mig^htna^ 
taraUy infer, fix>ia tlie dispersion of 
their small cralt, that the enemy had 
at length relincpiished the hope of 
taking Gibraltar by fi>rce of arms, yet 
the continuance of their cannonade, 
and the presence of the combined fleets 
(though frequent opportunities had of* 
fered for their return to the westward), 
rendered their conduct so ambiguous 
that we could fbrm no idea what line 
they purposed to pursue in their future 
operations. We knew a relief was in- 
tended by the British fleet; but we 
could never imagine, if there was any- 
thing of an eqiudity, that the enemy 
would venture an oppositiony even 
though a victory might make them 
masters of Gibraltar. We wsdted, 
therefore, a few days to observe the 
movements of our adversaries, and by 
their actions expected to solve the dif- 
ficulty. 

The evening of the 26th of Septem- 
ber, the whole of the combined army 
were under arms, formed in one line 
(which extended about four miles and 
a half) from the river Guadaranque to 



very near Fort Tonara* Some peisoDfr 
of high rank, attended by a numeroos 
suite of cavalry, paased along^ the frrait;, 
and they were not dismifised till a&et 
sunset. In the evening, Major Hora- 
fall, of the 72nd regiment, was wounded 
by a splinter of a shell. At night, 
another of our workmen in the Prinoe'a 
lines fell from the extremity, and wa» 
killed. A party was detached from 
Landport to bring in the bodv, and the 
Onega's lines and other guards ordered 
to protect them; ^ enemy however 
remained quiet. The 27th, their parties 
began to collect bru^wood for fimcines. 
This circumstance served the more to. 
increase our doubts relative to their 
future conduct. The same day^ our 
nav^ got up the Porcupine frigate ; the 
engineers also finished the Royal and 
Green's lodge batteries. The former 
is 1300, and the latter 900 feet above 
the level of the isthmus ; yet, notwith- 
standing this elevation, the enemy's 
fire, during Don Alvarez's bombard- 
ment, was found to be so galling, that 
the engineers were under me neoeasity 
of covering them with caissoned mer- 
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loDS. Several laonches full of troops 
-were observed, on the 29th, going on 
board the combined fleet They were 
si]q>po8ed to be marines who had been 
lanoed from the men-of-war previous 
to the grand attack. A flag of truce, 
the same day, brought clothes for the 
prisoners, fkirly on the morning of 
the SOth, a soldier of the 72nd regi- 
ment deserted from the Serjeant's party 
at Lower Forbes's. His own brother 
was one of the guard. The same day, 
the combined fleets were joined by a 
line-of-battle ship. The enemy's can- 
nonade still continued to be about 1000 
XMT 1100 rounds of shot and shells 
in the 24 hours. Willis's batteries, 
jiod the extremity of the Prince's 
toad Queen's lines, were much damaged 
from the 64-gun battery. A flag 
of trace went from the garrison with 
» letter, and two parcels, which had 
been sent on the 29th, directed for per- 
flons who could not be found amongst 
the prisoners. In the evening of tiie 
SOth, the mortar-boats bombarded our 
camp. At first we imagined they were 
alone, but the gun-boats soon after- 
wards fired upon the town from the 
northward. Two shells fell in the 
hospital, and wounded several of the 
sick. Other casualties sdso happened 
in the garrison. The prisoners upon 
Windmill-hill were alarmed, on two 
or three shells Mling near their camp ; 
and it was not without some severity 
that their guards could keep themsdves 
within the boundaries. 

Early on the 1st of October, a boat 
came into Little Bay, with a Corsican 
on board, who had escaped from Alge- 
ziras. He had been mate of a neutral 
vessel ; but, hearing that some of his 
relations were in me Corsican corps, 
he was determined to join his country- 
men. The intelligence which he 
brought was, that Lord Howe only 
wait^ some reinforcements to sail for 
the relief of Gibraltar, and that the 
combined fleet were resolved to oppose 
him. Thns consoled with the hope of 
pTerenting the intended succours, the 
enemy sml flattered themselves that 
Gibraltar must of necessity submit, 
tbroogfa the mere &ilure of provisions. 
In the coarse of the day, the corpse of 



a Spanish officer was washed ashore 
under our walls: a purse of pistoles, 
and a gold watch, were found in his 
pockets. He was buried with respect, 
two navy officers attending the funeral ; 
and the following day, a flag of truce 
delivered the watch and money, to be 
returned to his friends. The 2nd, 
several men were wounded by the 
enemy's shot, in the gallery above 
Farringdon's, which continued to be 
prosecuted with diligence ; and Seijeant 
Harrop, of the 72nd regiment (a man 
nniyersally noticed and admired for his 
gallantry and conduct in the works), 
was killed at Willis's. We observed, 
the same day, several boats which for- 
merly had mantlets in the bow, return- 
ing from the river Palmones ; having, 
as we imagined, undergone some altera- 
tions, to enable them to act as gun- 
boats. In case of a visit from the 
latter, signals were now determined 
upon, to intimate when the artillery 
were to man the batteries. Two guns 
quick, and a red flag hoisted apon a 
flag-staff erected on the South bastion, 
was to be the day signal; two guns 
quick and a light, the ugoai for the 
night In the evening, we had an op- 
portunity of practising our new signals, 
by the approach of the mortar-boats, 
which bombarded the garrison for 
about two hours. The gun-boat8» 
though perhapfi attendii^ them, did 
not fire. Previous to their visit, some 
muskets were dischaiged, and 8(»ne 
signals made amongst the fleet; but 
we could not observe any particular 
movements. 

In the forenoon of the 3rd, a Spanish 
frigate, with a flag of truce at her fore- 
top-gallant mast-head, anchored within 
gun-shot of the Old mole head, and 
mmiediately Captain Curtis went on 
board her. In the forenoon, Captain 
Curtis returned, and the fri jpette sailed 
back to the fleet The wind at the 
time was so strong, that she was obli^ 
to leave her andior behind; which 
being mentioned to the governor, 
orders were sent, not to fire apon the 
boats when they retimed to fish it up. 
The fbllowing day. Captain Cortis, 
accompanied by the govemof^s secre- 
taiy and a naval officer, went in hia 
If 
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barge to the Orange-grove; where a 
carriage waited, and coDducted them 
to Buena Vista, the Duke's quarters. 
The intention of this visit, we after- 
wards understood, was to establi^ a car^ 
tel with the Spaniards fat the exchange 
of prisoners. Captain Curtis was in- 
troauced, by the Due de Crillon, to 
his Roval Hiffhness the Comte d' Artois, 
who thanked him, in very handsome 
terms, for his humanity and gallantry 
in reUeving the unfortunate prisoners 
from the burning battering-snips ; re- 
questing Captain Curtis at the same 
time to inform the governor, that he 
eutertsdned the highest esteem and 
re»)ect for him, for his benevolence 
ana liberality to the prisoners upon 
the same occasion. Before Captain 
Curtis returned, which was in the 
evening, the kilns for heating shot 
were lighted, and other preparations 
made, as if some attack was expected. 
During this correspondence, the ene- 
my's batteries observed a proper silence, 
in respect to the flag. Captain Curtis 
informed us, that Lord Howe, with the 
British fleet, was certainly on his pass- 
age to the Mediterranean. The garri- 
son did not however feel that indescrib- 
able satisfliction and pleasure on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, which we had 
experienced when Admirals Rodney 
and Darby were announced in 1780 
and 1781. A French rear-admiral, 
in a threcrdecker, with a frigate, and 
several smaller armed vessels, joined 
the combined fleet on the 3rd. The 
man-of-war had many signals flying 
when she entered the bay, which were 
answered by the Spanish admiral. 

The enemy's cannonade was still 
continued, with such variation as their 
caprice dictated. The number of 
rounds of shot and shells usually ex- 
ceeded 800 in the 24 hours, and 
sometimes amounted to 1100 or 1200. 
We amused them with a trifling return, 
directed chiefly to their parties, who, 
to our astonishment, were still form- 
ing considerable d^pdts of Piscines and 
materials in the lines. Lieutenant 
Kenneth M*Kenzie, of the 73rd, was 
wounded on the 4th, in the communi- 
cation from the King's to the Queen's 
Jines.. Two <\ays afterwards, agreeably 



to a flag of truce of the preeeding jday, 
the Spanish prisoners (excepting 10 
sick in the hospital, axML . 59 Waions 
and foreigners who requested to stay 
behind) were sent to the ecMnbined 
camp. The WalcAis who preferred 
staying in the garrison were embo^yied 
into those corps which chose to Keeive 
them. The 39th and 58th reglmeiits 
entertained 10 each; and the remain- 
der were incorporated with the Corn- 
can company. 

Two of tiie enemy*s engineers had 
been observed on the 4^ picketing oat 
a work, extending from the mina €i the 
Mahon battery to the western beacb» 
crossing the north-west angle of the 
flirthest gardens. We were at a loss 
what to conclude from this appearanoe 
of a determination still to prosecute the 
siege. They did not however let us 
remain long in suspense ; for, on the 
morning of the 6th, we discoT^^d that 
they had erected a strong boyau of ap- 
proach, extending, in the une before 
mentioned, about 430 yards — ^near a 
quarter of a mile. It was raised with 
sand-bags; and from its resemblance 
to the original epaulment of the 64-gus 
battery, some imagined it was intended 
for the same purpose; thon|[h the 
engineers were of opini<m, it was 
only a communication to some addi- 
tional works in embryo. Although the 
enemy, by throwing up this extensive 
work, gained by stealth a second ad- 
vanta^ upon the garrison, yet Ihe go- 
vernor was determined, if possible, to 
prevent them completing it The Old 
mole head howitzers, with a warm fire 
from the heights, were opened at night 
upon this new object; and, as the 
former almost entirely enfilad^ it, the 
enemy were so much annoyed, that it 
was never finished. The night of the 
6th, they made good the conmranica- 
tion to tiie parallel, from the extremity 
of the boyau, near the ruins of the 
Mahon battery, which was left imper- 
fect the preceding night. 

The following day, the St. Martin's 
battery took fire from the wadding or 
discharge of their own cannon. One 
merlon was destroyed, and anotiier 
considerably dams^ed, before t2»e 
flames, were ^tsmgoii^ed. We threw 
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a few shells from below, to disturb 
tiiem in this duty; but otherwise no 
fxirticalar notice was taken of the ac- 
cident The enemy fbimd their situ- 
Itfioii 80 extremely warm in their new 
boyan, that, on the night of the 7th, 
they €biew up a strong shoulder at the 
extremity near the beach, to protect 
them against the -flanking fire of the 
howitzers of the Old md.e head4 Our 
shells were nevertheless fired with 
such judgment and dexterity as just to 
elear the traverse, and seemed to do 
as mndi execution in the interior part 
as before. Great quantities of £eiscines, 
&C., were scattered ui the rear; 
whence we concluded they purposed 
Working in the night, but had been 
|irevented by the vivacity of our fire. 
They also repaired the St Martin's 
battery. A flag of truce brought over 
letters for the governor and Captain 
CuliB on the 8th; and, at night, a 
boat sailed for Leghorn with a midship- 
man and six sailors, bearing home dis- 
|>atche8 from the governor. This was 
the first boat or vessel which left the 
garrison after the victory of the pre- 
ceding month. 

The enemy, about the 8th or 9th, 
adopted a new plan for the regulation 
of their bomfaaniment during the night : 
every 10 or 15 mintitesthey discharged 
five, seven, and sometimes ten mortars 
at tiie same time, directing the shells 
fKrinoqKdiy to the same object. After 
a silence of the above period, they sa- 
inted us with a second volley, and so 
on t^ morning gun-fire. The number 
of rounds contmued variable, from 400 
to 600 shots, with almost the same pro- 
portion of shells, in the 24 hours. 
They were enabled to expend these im- 
mense quantities of ammunition by re- 
ceiving constant supplies. The parties 
in the fasdne park appeared now to be 
considerably increased, and an univer- 
sal activity seemed still to prevail 
thiMigh the different departments. A 
person, ignorant of what had passed, 
and suddenly brought to view their 
proceedings, might therefore naturally 
conclude fit>m their operations, that 
they were elated with, and following 
t.p some success, rather than depressed 
b>adefeat On the night of the 9th, 



some signals •were made at Cabrita 
Point, which were answered by the 
combined fleets, each ship showing 9, 
light 

The wind blew fresh westerly on 
the 10th ; and two frigates and a cutter 
joined the combined fleets from that 
quarter. In the evening, a number of 
sisals were made by the Spanish ad-* 
miral, which were answered by various 
ships in the fleet After sunset, the 
gale increased, and at midnight it blew 
a hurricane, with smart sShowers of 
rain. Signal-guns were repeatedly 
fired by the combined fleets ; and from 
their continuance, and the violence of 
the wind, we concluded some of them 
were in distress. At daybreak, a Spa- 
nish two-decker, was discovered in a 
crippled state, close in shore off 
Orange's bastion : she was under close- 
reefed courses, and had lost her mizen 
topmast. Observing her danger upon 
an enemy's lee-shore, she suddenly 
luffed up, and endeavoured to weather 
the garrison: as she passed several 
^i^ots were fired through her from the 
King's bastion, which killed two, and 
wounded two others; and soon a^r- 
wards she grounded near Ragged Sta^ 
and struck to the garrison, hoisting 
an English jack over her own colours. 
A boat from the Speedwell cutter im- 
mediately took possession of the San 
Miguel, or St Michael, of 72 guns, 
commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a 
Chef d'Escadre. The officers and men, 
to the number of 634 (many of whom 
were dismounted dragoons), were im- 
mediately landed, and conducted to the 
quarters before occupied by their 
mends upon Windmill-hilL The gover- 
nor was present when they were 
brought ashore, and eenerously permit- 
ted them to take meir baggage un- 
searched, and the officers their stock of 
fresh provisions. When the morning 
cleared up, so as to admit of our oIh 
serving the state of the combined fleets, 
we discovered the whole in great dis- 
order. One was on shore near their 
grand magazine; a French ship of ^ 
line had lost her foremast and bow- 
sprit; one, a three-decker, was missing, 
supposed to be driven from her anchors 
to tiie eastward^ and three or four 
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Irere forced half-bay over (two within 
tange of the garrison), where they all 
teemed to be in a very precarions sita- 
otion. Many of the parapet boats, and 
other small craft, were also driven on 
shore near the Orange-grove. If the 
Storm had continued a few honrs 
longer, it is not improbable that a 
three-decker, with several other ships, 
wonld have suffered the fate of the St. 
Michael. The wind, however, abated 
as the day advanced; and, when the 
swell would permit them to assist the 
disabled ships, the boats were busily 
employed in carrying out anchors and 
cables to those which appeared most in 
distress. The garrison were not idle 
Spectators of these movements : several 
sea mortara were soon brought to bear 
on the nearest ships, and one was in a 
Short time obliged to move; but an- 
choring again off Point Mala, we con- 
tinued annoying her with shells and 
red-hot shot, till she warped out of our 
range. 

The prisoners were no sooner la&ded 
from the prize, than the seamen began 
to lighten the vessel, by removing her 
powoer ashore, and cutting away the 
mizen-mast: but she remaining still 
aground, they carried out anchors to 
prevent her going further ashore, in- 
tending to renew their exertions to 
warp her off at high water. The St. 
Michael was esteemed one of the best 
sailers in the Spanish navy. She was a 
new ship, built at the Havannah ; very 
lofly between decks, which were of 
mahogany, and her beams of cedar. 
When the combined fleets appeared in 
the English Channel, the St. Michael 
was one of the leading ships, and was 
also in the squadron which fired uixm 
the garrison tiie 9th of September, when 
the Due de Crillon opened hi^ bat- 
teries. The Spanish officers informed 
us they had received intelligence, tiie 
preceding day, of the approach of the 
British fleet; which had induced Ad- 
miral Cordova to order the combined 
fleets to lie at single anchor, and pre^ 
pare to weigh at the shortest notice: 
that they were thus situated when the 
•gale came on ; and, the hurricane stUl 
mcreasing/a tiiree-decker, early in the 
morning, ran foul of the St. Michael 



and forced her from her anchor : that 
she immediately set sail, but, as the 
event had evinced, feund it imposablo 
to weather the rock. 

The intelligence of Lord Howe b^g 
so near, now, for the first time, gave us 
sensible pleasure ; not so much on ac* 
count of our personal situation, as of 
the advantage which the enemy's recetit 
misfortunes wonld ^ve his lordship 
over his opponents, as well toward 
accomplishing the ob§ect of his ordersy 
as affording him a farther opportunity 
of acting as his lordship's well-known 
abilities might dictate. We. were so 
elated by our enemy's disti-ess^ that 
some were so sanguine as to anticipate 
the most glorious conclusion of the war 
and our own sufferings. Onr hopes 
however were soon depressed by the 
intelligence of Lord Howe*s great in* 
feriority in number. Thirty-fiwir sail 
to oppose forty-two, which ctill rej 
mained at anchor in the bay, gave us 
reason to be apprehensive for the safety 
of the British fleet The navigation Gt 
the Straits was so precarious, that if 
his lordship once entered the Mediter* 
ranean he might probably be prevented 
A*om returning for a considerable time ; 
and the enemy, though now distressedv 
might, by the assistance of the campy 
soon refit, and attach him under every 
advantage. B^ this digression I am, 
however, anticipating the r^nlar nar* 
rative. In the anemoon a Frendi 
two-decker sailed to the eastward ; and 
soon after a settee came in from the 
west, and fired several guns as she en- 
tered the bay. At this time it was so 
very hazy in the Straits, that we could 
not see the opposite coasts. About sim> 
set several large ships were discovered 
through the haze ; and soon afier, liie 
Latona frigate. Captain Conway, an- 
chored under our guns, and informed 
us that the ships in the Straits were 
the van of the British fleet, commanded 
by Lord Howe, oonasting of 34 saU of 
the line, including 11 thiee-dedcers^ 
with 6 frigates and 31 ordnance trau- 
ports, and a reinfbrcemait of upward 
of 1600 men for the garrison. Cap- 
tain Conway fhrther told ns of the 
great anxiety which prevailed at home 
relative to me dtoation of Gibraltar; 



17820 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



H» 



BJoA thAt it was only off the southern 
coast of Portugal that Lord Howe had 
his uneasiness removed, by receiving 
intelligence of the enemy's complete 
defeat This welcome information, he 
said, was accompanied by advice, that 
'^the combined fleets had taken their 
station in the bay of Gibraltar, re- 
scdutely determined to prevent, if pos- 
Mble, the mtended relief" We learned 
that, upon receiving the latter intelli- 
gence, the admirals and principal offi- 
cers were summoned on board the 
Victory; where particular instructions 
and onLers were communicated, in ex- 
pectation g( an engagement, which was 
considered as unavoidable. 

Although the enemy's signals for 
the approach of the British fleet were 
ihade early in the afternoon, yet tiie 
Spanish admiral exhibited not the least 
appearance of opposition to any rein- 
forcements being thrown into the gar- 
rison. This &vourable opportunity 
was, however, lost; owing, as Lord 
Howe expresses in his official letter, 
** to the want of timely attention to the 
eiremnstances of the navigation/' Only 
four or five transports reached the 
rock; the rest, with tiie fleet, were car- 
ried by the current into the Mediter- 
ranean. At night, or early on the 1 2th, 
Captain Curtis sailed in the Latona, to 
inform Lord Howe of the calamity 
which had be&Uen the enemy's fleet. 
At noon the British fleet appeared in 
good order off Estepona or Marbella ; 
and the transports, with the frigates, 
were working to windward to gain the 
bay. As they approached the isthmus 
the enemy saluted them from their 
mortars, and fired upon them from 
behind the eastern advanced guard- 
house. 

Whilst the British fleet; witii the 
transports, were thus critically situated, 
the combined fleets were very active in 
repairing their late damages, and in 
forming aline of battie along the shore. 
In the evening a number of troops were 
embarked on board them from the camp. 
Their xebeques, cutters, armed briss, 
Und gun-boats, also assembled in Sandy 
Bay, with an intention probably of 
picking up our straggling transports. 
In the close of the day, fiowever, this 



fleet of craft returned to their main* 
fleet. At night the Panther man-of- 
war, and several transports, anchorjsd 
m the bay. 

The enemy on the land-side per- 
severed in their cannonade; and ob-^ 
serving that the St. Michael had run 
aground within the range of their bat- 
teries, threw great numbers of shells, 
with an intent to destroy her. Many 
burst over her, and some fell very near ; 
but, as their artillery could only b^ 
directed by her masts, none fell on 
board. They pointed their usual weight 
of fire against our works, which the, 
governor (now that a prospect of sup- 
plies appeared]) returned with unusual 
vivacity. Their new boyau severely 
felt the effect of our ordnance. It was 
c<Hisiderably deranged, and the en- 
filading howitzers at the Old mole head 
prevented them from strengthening it 
with any additions of consequence. In 
the garrison orders of the 12th, the fol- 
lowing extracts from the dispatches 
received by the governor were in- 
serted:—- 

G. O. « Extract from a letter to the 
governor, from the Right Hon* 
the Earl of Shelbume, principal 
secretary of state to his msk* 
jesty. Dated St. Jameses, July 
10th, 1782. 

'* 1 am also honoured with his Ma- 
jesty's command to assure you in the 
strongest terms, that no encouragement 
shall be wanting to the brave officers 
and soldiers under your command. His 
royal approbation of the past will no 
doubt be a powerful incentive to foture 
exertions ; and I have the King's au- 
thority to assure you, that every distin- 
guished act of emulation and ^lantry 
which shall be performed in course of 
the siege by any, even of the lowest 
rank, inll meet with ample reward from 
his gracious protection and fitvour. 
These his Majesty's intentions you will 
communicate to every part of your gar- 
rison, that they may be perfectiy sa- 
tisfied their royal master feels for the 
difficulties they are under, admires 
their glorious resistance, and will be 
happy to reward their merit" 
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^Eztnet from a letter to the eoveraor 
from the Ri^fat Hon. Gen. Conway, 
oommander-xn-ehief of his Majesty's 
forces. Dated August Slst, 1782. 
** I am now to add that I have the 
King's eommand to inform you, that he 
IS in the greatest degree satisfied with 
the brave and steady defence made by 
yoor garrison; and his Majesty is de- 
sirous of showing them everj mark of 
Mb royal approbation. It u in this 
light that his Majesty has been gra- 
ciously pleased to consent to granting 
hkt and forage-money, as a proper in- 
dnlgenoe to yonr officers." 

'iJiese extracts were perosed by the 
garrison with great satis&ction, as they 
demonstrated uiat the safety of Gibral- 
tar was esteemed a matter of the first 
importance ; and flattered ns with the 
agreeable hopes that our late services 
would be duly appreciated by our 
friends and countrymen. 

The British fleet, at daybreak on the 
Idth, was still off Marbella, with the 
wind at west About nine o'clock a.m. 
the Spanish admiral made the signal 
for tiie combined fleets to weigh an- 
chor. By one o'clock the whole were 
imder way. At three a French rear- 
admiral, being the last of the rear diyi- 
sion, cleared the bay. Their number 
in all amounted to 80 sail, of which 
the following, I beliere, is an accu- 
rate account: 6 three^leckers, 38 two- 
de<^ers, including several fifties (total, 
44 men-of-war); 5 friptes, 29 xe- 
beques, cutters, armed ships, and brigs ; 
also 2, imaged to be fire-ships, ]Not» 
withstanding little doubt was to be en* 
tertained of the enemy's intention of 
leaving the bay, the ranther man-of- 
war remained at anchor with several 
officers of the garrison on board, whom 
ihe governor had permitted to act as 
volunteers in the expected engagement. 
When the combined fleets had cleared 
(he bay, they stood some time to the 
southward, and leaving a line-of-battle 
thip and two fri^tes to prevent the 
Panther from joining her admiral, 
drove with the current some leagues to 
the eastward. They then appeared to 
edge down towards the British fleet, 
which was in close line of battle upon a 
wind, with their heads to the south- , 



ward ; the transports, with the frigates 
which had been beatmg up, frdling be- 
hind them to leevrard. Thus were 
both fleets ^tnated at the close of the 
evening. Before the enemy had totally 
quitted the bay. Captain Curtis landed 
in a small boat from the Latona frigate^- 
with 20,000/. in specie for the gamscHi, 
having narrowly escaped being cut off 
by the combined fleets. He told us the 
British fleet were in high spirits^ and 
impatient to engage, notwithstandiiig 
the enemas great siq)eriority. When 
the combmed fleets first ai^>eared in 
motion, the Spanish prisoners who had 
been landed from the St. Michael were 
so overjoyed, that they could not for- 
bear expressing their ecstacies in so 
riotous a manner as to call for some 
severity, to confine them within the 
limits of their campv 

As our observations on the manoBO- 
vres of the fleet were interrupted soon 
after sunset, we impatiently waited for 
th^ succeeding day to be spectators of 
the action, which was now considered 
as impossible to be avoided ; and orders 
were therefore ^ven for preparing, 
several wards in £e Navy hospital for 
the reception of the wounded : but, on 
the dawn of the 14th, the fleets, to our 
astonishment, were some leagues dis- 
tant from eadi other ; the British being 
to leeward in the south-east quarter, 
whilst the combined fleets appeared in 
the north-east, off E^tepona. In the 
evening the British fleet could be dis- 
covered only from the summit of tiie 
rock. It seemed to the garrison that 
the Spanish admiral, by having the 
weather-gage, had it in his option to 
bring the British fleet to action if he 
pleased. The fleets being thus sepa* 
rated, the Panther, about noon, en- 
deavoured to join Lord Howe> but put 
back for want of wind. Seventeen gunr 
boats came from Algeziras, apparently 
to prevent her leaving the bay ; but ob- 
serving her cast anchor, they returned* 

The enemy's cannonade on the land- 
side was continued with great vivacity, 
A few days, nay, probably hours, were 
to turn the balance for or agsdnst their 
future hopes of obtaining the grand 
object of their wishes : they were not 
therefore economical in their ammnni* 
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taon ; nor was the garrison in the least 
Iwhind them in tiie brisk use of their 
ordnance. lient, Gromley, of the 
JBoyal Artillery, -was mortally wounded 
in Uie evenins at Willis's, and died soon 
after he was brought to the ho6i)ital. 

Part of the combined fleets, in the 
morning of the 15th, was seen ^diough 
the weather was very hazy) on Mar- 
bella. The British fleet was out of 
eight; the Panther nevertheless at- 
tempted to join thenu About 8 a.m. 
the wind came about to the eastward. 
In the forenoon 9 polacres sailed from 
the Spanish camp, with troops on board 
for Ceuta. This brought to our recol- 
lection the critical state of that garrison 
both as to men and provi8i(His, when 
Admiral Rodney was in their neigh- 
bourhood in 1780; and the enemy, 
from embracing this opportunity of 
sending supplies, appeared not entirely 
to have forgotten it About noon, the 
British fleet was discovered in the 
offing, to the south-east of Ceuta, stand- 
ing under an easy sail towards the rock. 
At night the Latona, with 8 or 10 
transports, anchored in the bay. Th^ 
informed us that the Buffido man-of- 
war, with the remfdning twelve trans- 
ports, had separated (by order) from 
the fleet, but had not afterwards 
joined. This intelligence gave us 
some uneasiness for their safety ; but 
Ire flattered ourselves they were gone, 
Hjpreeably to instructions, to the Zafar- 
nne Iskmds, the place of rendezvous in 
case the fleets engaged. Capt. Conway, 
afker a short conference with the go- 
vernor, returned in the morning of Sie 
16tfa to the British fleet, which was 
emising to the eastward of the rock, 
with me wind at east. The combined 
fleets were not in sight : we concluded 
therefore that they were ^ne to Ma- 
laga to make further repairs, and join 
those ships which had been fbrced from 
the bay on the 1 1th. Since the arrival 
of the first transports, the garrison had 
been busily employed in disembarking 
^e supphes. The former fleets had 
brought us principally provifflons ; this 
brought us only men and ammunition, 
whi^i probably might, without this 
iupply, have become as scarce articles 
M tne fi>rmer had been. 



The esiertioDS of the navy not being 
successful in floating the St Michael, a 
hundred saflors were detached on board 
on the 17th, to their assistance; and 
not long afterwards, she was anchored 
off the New mole. It was peculiarlv 
fortunate that she grounded on a bank 
of sand, though she was surrounded 
with rocks : her bottom was therefDre 
littie iigured. Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart, who had been formerly on this 
station, was appointed to command her. 
The wind had now changed to the 
south-west ; and, in the forenoon of the 
same day, a British frigate appeared 
from the west She iiueuie a signal 
when off Europe, which being an* 
swered by our fleet, she immet&ately 
joined them. At night, the gun-boats 
being heard in the bapr, our batteries 
were manned to receive them; but, 
xipcm a gun being fired from tiie St 
Michael, they threw up their rockets 
and returned. Some were of opinion 
that they meditated an attempt to cut 
her out The 18th, the wind again 
came about to the east ; and the BuSdo^ 
with eleven of the missing transports, 
arrived in the course of the day. These 
ships, as we had conjectured, had sepa- 
rated from the fleet, and were pro« 
ceeding to the place of rendezvous, 
when, not hearing any firing, and the 
wind veering about, they returned, and 
were very near joining the combined 
fleets, but discovered tiieir error time 
enough to rectify it The missing ves- 
sel, ihey informed us, had been taken 
by the enemv, some days before, off 
Malaga; and, having on board the 
wives and baggage of tae two regiments 
which were on board the fleet, and 
were intended for our reinforcement, 
her capture greatly distressed tiiose 
corps, and the garrison heartily con- 
doled with them. The Latona, in her 
return to the fleet chased and boarded 
a vessel, which proved to be a Spanish 
fire-ship. The crew, desertmg her, 
were conducted, by two gun-boatB at- 
tending, to a xebeque at some distance, 
which afterwards went into Ceuta. 
The priase was sent into the bay. About 
noon, 4 or 5 men-of-war arrived from 
the fleet, witii the 25th and 59th regi- 
ments. Lord Mnlgrave, who coifr- 
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Bumded the diaembarkatioii, landed 
^ troop with the grwtest expedition 
under the line-wall at the New mole, 
Roeia and Camp bays, and returned to 
Lord Howe off Tetoan. The two re- 
gimenlB were encamped before ten 
o'clock at nig^t ; tiie former behind the 
barraeks, the latter noon Windmill- 
Idll. We now learned toat the admiral, 
having accomplished the object of the 
expedition, intended to embrace the &- 
voorable cmtortnnity of the wind, and 
immediately retom to the westward. 
In the course of the night, the fire-ship 
brought in by Capt Conway was por- 
potely set on fire, and being anchored 
apart fhmi the sUpping, blew np with- 
out doing any damace. The Latona 
■oon alterwards joined the British fleet. 
Capt Vallotton, the goremor's first 
aide-de-camp, embarked in her to bear 
home the ^vemor's public dispatches. 
Capt Curtis also went in her, to com- 
municate information from the goyemor 
10 Lord Howe ; and did not return. 

At daybreak on the 19th, both fleets, 
to our great astonishment, were in 
ttght ; the combined fleets being some 
leagues to windward. When the Bri- 
tish fleet was abreast of Europa, Lord 
Howe dispatched the Tlnphone fire- 
ahip, with a further supply of powder 
collected from the fleet. The Bri- 
tish fleet afterwards put before the 
wind, and stood, under an easy sail, in 
dose order to the westward. The yan 
of the combined fleet, composed of 
Frenoh ships, followed with a press of 
canyass at some distance. By two 
o'clock P.H. Lord Howe*s fleet was out 
of sight ; but the Spanish ships sailing 
heayily, it was night before they dis- 
appeared. Though ftilly convinced of 
the prudence of his lordship's conduct, 
it was no yery pleanng prospect for a 
British garrison to behold a British 
fleet, thmigh inferior in force, lead the 
enemy. At night, the wind- chan^ 
to the south-west ; and the succeeding 
day, a brisk cannonade was heard from 
that quarter. This, however, could not 
proceed from the action which after- 
wards took place between tiie fleets, as 
the firing was heard early in the morn- 
ing. Some time on the 19th, a guard 
of 2 subalterns and 96 men was oidered 



from the 25th and 59th regiments oa 
board the St. Michael, where ibtey re^ 
mained till she was completely repaired* 

Several large ships were observed, 
on the 20th, to be anchored at some 
distance froon Algeziras; and, as six 
or seven were conjectured to be fire- 
ships, precautions were accordingly 
taken, and the batteries from Sou& 
bastion to Europa ordered, in case of 
alarm, to be doubly manned. The 
enemy, tiie same day, got ofiT the man* 
of-war which ran aSiore near their 
grand magazine. In the evening s<Hne 
movements were observed in the French 
camp; and on the succeeding day most 
of the tents were struck. In theafrerT 
noon, the resident Spanish priest was 
confined to his house, foir holding con- 
versation with some of the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill. The enemy's cannon- 
ade was still continued* upon an average 
of about 500 or 600 rounds in the 24 ' 
hours. Th^ lined some part of the 
new boyau with fiudnes, mid raised a 
few traverses in the rear, notwithstand- 
ing our brisk fire : they were, however^ 
prevented from making any additions 
of consequence. On the 22nd, a pola- 
cre arrived from Alters, with inteUi-* 
gence from the Bnti^ consul, that 
Lord Howe had sailed fisr the relief of 
Gibraltar. Happily his lordship had 
effected that business, and, i»robably, be- 
fore they at Algiers were infinnned of 
the British fleet having left England. 

The extreme distress which uie gar- 
rison had experienced in the close of 
the years 1779 and 1780, and tfie great 
profits which from tiie exigencies of 
those periods had arisen to the adven- 
turers who ran the hazard of a voyage 
with provisions for our relief were by 
this time pretty generally known at 
home. The fiivonrable opportnnit^ of 
a safe convoy under the British fleet, 
prompted, therefore, many masters of 
transports, some of whom nad been in 
the ^rrison before, during the war, to 
lay m a stock of various articles, wi^ 
the prospect that the distresses of their 
friends might a£ford these truly hit* 
mane and generous patriots an occasion 
to sell them, on their arrival, at their 
own price. Although these supplies 
were most highly acceptable^ yet the 
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garrison -was not at this time insuch 
absolute need of their assistance, as to 
purchase them at those enormous prices 
which before had been given with plea- 
sure ; nor in justice did we think, from 
the little risk the adyenturers ran, that 
they deserved such immense profits. 
A committee of officers from every 
corps assembled on tiie 23rd, to con- 
sider what measures to pm'sue in order 
to prevent such impositions in jbture ; 
and, as every article brought to the 
garrison was sold at public auction, it 
was unanimously agreed, that a cer- 
tain price should be fixed upon each 
article, allowing such profit as might 
reasonably be thought adequate to the 
hazard; and, when the estimate was 
published, every officer, I believe, 
jdedged his honour not to exceed the 
terms therein specified. (See App.) 

The prudent and manly regulation of 
' the committee was strictiy attended to 
for about a fortnight, but it had not 
that immediate effect we expected; 
many of our generous countrymen, ra- 
ther than dispose of their ventures for 
a profit of 150, and in some instances 
300 per cent, very liberally determined 
not to land them, but to sell them for a 
trifling advantage at Lisbon, or else- 
where, in their way home. We should 
nevertheless have soon got the better 
of their obstinacy had we continued 
determined ' and consistent ourselves; 
but some individuals who preferred 
sdf-gratification to the public good, 
beginning to evade the agreement, tiie 
whole was cancelled and the demands 
of the adventurers became afterwards 
as exorbitant, if not more so than be- 
fore. So little dependence is there 
i^on the adherence of a multitude to 
any sumptuary regulations, however 
essential to their real interest 

The mortar-boats, on the night of 
the 23rd, paid us a visit, and did con- 
siderable damage. Their shells were 
chiefly direct^ towards the New 
mole. The Hector cutter, in govern- 
ihent service, was sunk by a shell, and 
everything on board lost Several other 
vessels narrowly escaped the same &te. 
We fired upon them from Willis's and 
tilie Old mole; but their gun-boats 
were silent The 24th, we observed 



that the enemy had struck the tents of 
four or five battalions, and two regi- 
ments were seen this day marching 
along the beach. The day following 
some baggage was observed Removing 
from the Duke's quarters ; which gave 
us great hopes that his Grace was pre- 
paring to leave the camp, and that mat- 
ters were verging towards a conclusion. 
In the evening a deserter came in, a 
native Catalonian. He informed us 
there had been an engagement between 
the British and combined fleets, but 
could give us no particulars. He fur- ■, 
ther told us that tiieir camp was break- 
ing up: 16 battalions had already 
marched away, and others were prepar- 
ing to decamp: that they had ceased 
to work in their approaches ; and that 
their night-guards consisted of 4000 , 
men, under the command of two bri- 
gEuiier-generals : concluding with ac^ 
quainting us, that the winter camp 
before the garrison was to consist of 
20,000 men : that additional gun-boats 
were building to coDstantiy harass 
us; and that a corporal and 12 me9 
were stationed in the gardens to pre- 
vent desertion. The 26th, the tents oc^ 
cupied by the Duke's corps encamped 
before Buena Vista were struck; which 
served to increase our hopes* that the 
prospect was not &r distant of an end 
to our &tigues. Don Juan Moreno left 
the garrison the same day, with a flag 
of truce. Our boat could not learn any 
further account of the engagement ; but 
the officers were informed, that a gene- 
ral peace was expected, as the ind^ 
pendence of America had been acknow- 
ledged by Great Britain. 

More battalions left the enemy'a 
camp on the 27th: their cannonade- 
nevertheless was continued, and seve- 
ral shot ranged as fau: as the entrance 
of Windmill-hill ; a distance of about 
5000 yards. Their camp was still de- 
creasing on the 28th and 29th; and 
wejud^ from our observations, that 
about 23 battalions, with a brigade of 
artillery, had marched into the coun- 
try. The last deserters said many had. 
taken their route to Cadiz. The 30th« 
we observed the enemy had stationed a^ 
guard under the rock near the Devil'ft 
tower. They were taken some notice 
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of bj oar artillery, who endeayonred to 
annoy them with small projectiles from 
the snmmit of the northern front The 
Tisiphon^ Captain Sandys, with fire 
or dx ordnanoe-ships (having 160 Jews 
on board), sailed K>r Enjriand early in 
the mominff of the Slst The same day, 
a soldier ofthe 97th regiment was killed 
at Bosia, by a long-range shot from 
the isthioins. This shot most have 
ranged more than two miles and a 
halt 

Three deserters came in on the 2nd 
and 4th of November, bat could give 
no satisfiLctory information relative to 
the action between the fleets. They 
said the French troops had quitted the 
camp with the Royal volunteers. The 
eaem-fn camp continued to break up 
on the 7th and 8th; though some of 
the regiments, it was inu^gined, took 
possession of the large building east- 
ward of Point Mala, which had been 
built for a hospitaL On the 7th, two 
men-of-war and a sloop (supposed to be 
French, from the West Inoies) passed 
to the eastvrard. The Spanish gun- 
boats seemed to suspect they were ene- 
mies, and intended to come in ; as they 
were in motion, and appeared to be 
preparing for an attack. The 8th, 23 
gun-boats paraded at a short distance 
from the garrison, extending in a line 
a>head to tiie southward. We expected 
an attack upon the St Michael ; but, 
an easterly wind springing up, they re- 
turned. They had scarody got back, 
when a signal was made at Cabrita 
Poinl^ and Siey agsdn put about Our 
attention was engaged by this man<su- 
vre ; and, upon investigating the cause, 
we discovered a sloop stan£ng toward 
the garrison fi!om the eastward. If 
this veffiel had continued the course she 
then steered, she might undoubtedly 
have reached the rock : whether, how- 
ever, it was owing to the westerly cur- 
rent o€P Europa, or the ignorance of 
tiie crew, we could not determine ; in 
the course of an hour she drove eo 
considerably to leeward as to be out 
of the protection of our guns, and, after 
receiving several disehu-ges of round 
and grape from the gun-boats, was 
boarded hy the enemy. Sir Charles 
Kttowles, Bart (who since Optain Cor* 



tis's departure commanded in the bay), 
ordered several barges out to her as- 
sistance, but to no purpose. A boat, 
with five of her crew, escaped to the 
garrison, and informed us she was 
laden with sugar and tea from Fal- 
mouth. Soon afterwards a Danish 
dogger was brought to an anchor . in 
the bay, by a gun Ax>m Europa: she 
was laden with rice and pilchards from 
England. A flag of truce on the 9th 
went with a letter to the Duke ; and, in 
the evening, another brought over En* 
sign Lewis, of the 58th regiment, with 
a quarter-master and a volunteer ofthe 
25th, who had been taken in the Mi- 
nerva brig, with the baggage, &C., of 
the 25th and 59th regiments. This 
fl^ also brought over other prisoners. 
By these gentlemen, we learned that 
an engagement had taken place between 
Xx)rd Howe and Admiral Cordova, and 
that the latter was returned into port 
with his fleet much shattered. 

After the departure of the fleets, 
little attention was paid by the enemy 
to the blockade. Not one cruiser was 
now to be seen in the Straits or to the 
eastward, and few vessels of force were 
stationed at Cabrita Point The Idea 
of gaining Gibraltar, either by force or 
stratagem, seemed at length to be to* 
tally relinquished. Their cannonade 
from the land nevertheless was conti- 
nued ; but, as it gradually diminished, 
and scarce exceeded at this time 250 
rounds in the 24 hours, we imaged 
it would in a short time totally cease. 
The St Philip's Castle, and several 
ordnance-ships, had left the bay tiie 
evening of the 8th ; and, on the 10th 
and 12th, two light vessels came to Al- 
geziras, which, &om their s^ppearanoeb 
were thought to be of the latter. On . 
the 12th, a flag of truce went with a 
letter to the DiS^e. Whilst it was out 
the enemy's gun-boats commenced a 
smart cannonade upon the St Michael 
(which was now refitted), whilst their 
mortar -boats bombarded our campw 
We returned their fire, and two of the 
mortar-boats retired very early, the 
others following them in about an hour. 
Three or four shot were fired through 
the St Michael, but no other damage 
was received. Our flag retained Ji»| 
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as the cannonade ceased. As it a[ 
peared probable that the enemy might 
reneif their attacks npon the prize, Co- 
lonel Williams, who commanded the 
artillery, ordered more mortars to be 
distributed along the sea-line, from the 
King's bastion to the New mole fort 
The 15th, a re^^ent qnitted their 
camp; and at mght their workmen 
raised about 20 traverses in the rear of 
their advanced boyau, extending fix)m 
the parallel about half the length of the 
-work. Our fire at this period was va- 
riable. The day following, between 
20 and 30 transports, with troops on 
board, sailed under convov of two fii- 
|;ates for the westward. Their artillery 
also about this time removed most of 
the ordnance from their park to the 
landing place^ where we numbered 
SO cannon and 5 mortars, with a 
great quantity of shot and shells ready 
for embarkation. The 17th, a xebeque 
and several armed vessels and gun- 
boats anchored at Cabrita Point, as if 
ihey had determined to renew the block- 
ade. Three days after, all the Spanish 
prisoners taken in the St. Michael (ex- 
cepting a few who chose to remain be* 
hind) were sent to the camp. The 
Spanish officers, on this occasion, in- 
formed us that there had been an en- 
gagement between the British and 
combined fleets, which had ended to 
the advantage of the former. In the 
erening of the 20th, a party of about 
100 men were seen to go from the east- 
em part of the enemy's parallel to the 
back of the rock. We could not at 
that time account for the marching of 
these troops. The small craft conti- 
nued at Cabrita Point; the men-of-war 
and larger vessels being at anchor off 
the Orange-grove. Four sail of the line 
and three frigates, beside xebeques, &c, 
were now in tiie bay. The enemy, on 
the 21st and 22nd, embarked a vast 
quantity of powder from their ffrand 
magazine on board the men-of-war. 
Most of the spare prdnanoe had already 
been flipped on board, and others were 
removing daily toward the beach. ' 

Two b^ats arrived on the 2drd from 
Portugal : they brought certain intelli- 
gence of the preceding action between 
Uie fleets. The particulars of this in- 



telligence were, that a partial action 
had taken place between the British of 
34 ships, and the combined fleets of 46 
ships of the line; that, thou^ the lat> 
ter had the weather-gage,^ they stu- 
diously avoided a close engagement; 
and, aner a cannonade of severid hours, 
hauled their wind and directed thar 
course to Cadiz. The same day Liea<? 
tenant John M'Kenzie, of the 73rd, was 
dangerously wounded at Willis's. The 
enemy's fire now scarcely exceeded 150 
rounds. Two more boats got in from 
Faro the night of the 26th. Our suc- 
cess in obtaining these welcome sup- 
plies rendered the enemy more vigilant 
and active to intercept them. Every 
boat, even fiiends, which approached 
the rock, raised their suspicion. 

Though every appearance in their 
camp indicated that they had given up 
all hopes of subduing the garrison l^ 
force, their parties on the isthmus con- 
tinued to be very bus^, and some even- 
ings they made additions of traverses 
to their works. Heavy timber was also 
brought forward to the parallel, but 
for what purpose we could not then 
imagine. Their advanced parties had 
likewise the audacity frequentiy to ap- 
proach half-way upon the causeway 
from Bay-dde; but, the artillery hav- 
ing orders to scour the gardens, and 
the neighbourhood of Bay-side, with 
giape fh>m the Old mole, their curi- 
osity in a short time was pretty well 
cooled. Toward the close of this month, 
the enemy's fire became more faint and 
ill directed, whilst ours was more ani- 
mated and effectual. Our engineers 
continued to be constantly engaged. 
The rebuilding of the whole flank of 
the Prince of Orange's bastion, 120 
feet in length, with solid masonry- 
(which was now nearly finished), in 
the fyce of such powerful artillery, can 
scarcely be paralleled in any siege. 

In the beginning of December, the 
Achilles or&ance ship, wiA two or 
three boats, arrived Arom England and 
Portugal. The 6th, a Venetian ship 
was cuiven by the current under tiie 
guns of Europa. We fired to bring* 
her to, and the master instantiy'came 
ashore and informed us she was bonnd' 
to London ; but, before he could t^ 
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taro, his Teasel was boarded by three 
g^boats, which towed her to Alge- 
siras. The master then caxoe into the 
sarriaoii, and at ni^t was permitted to 
follow his vettdi. The following even- 
ing a German deserted to ns from the 
Walon guards. He informed us that 
the enemjr stained eyery evening a 
guard of 300 men near the Devil's 
tower, where they had miners at work 
in a cave, hoping to form a mine to 
blow op the north part of the rock* We 
oaid no kind of attention at first to this 
intelligence, so ridicnloos and even 
chimerical the scheme appeared. Re- 
collecting, however, that a party had 
been observed to march that way some 
evenings before, and remarking, upon 
a closer inq»ection, that every evening 
a numeroos body of men approached 
along the eastern shore toward that 
quarter, we began to give some credit 
to this singwlar information.* The 
above deserter also informed us that 
the enemy had removed some ordnance 
firom the parallel, but that their guards 
and advanced parties were still very 
strong. 

By this period, our.^ng^eers had 
penetrated a considerable distance in 
the gallery above Farringdon's battery, 
and had opened 5 embrasures to the 
front of the rock ; and, to have a more 
secure communication to this singular 
work, a covered way was sunk, by 
blasting the rock from, the above-men- 
tioned battery to the entrance of the 
gadlery. The success with which this 
work had been prosecuted, and the 
eonsiderable advanta^s which pro- 
mised to result from it when finished. 
Induced the governor to order that a 
similar battery, but only for 2 guns, 
should be niade in tne rock near 
Crouchett's battery, above the Prince 
of Hesse's bastion ; and the workmen 
had now made some advances therein. 
On the 12tii, a guard-boat of the St 
Michael, with 2 officers and 7 sailors, 
went over to the enemy. We after- 

* In 17f7, the besiegert fonned the design 
of btewing up WilUs'i batteries by a mine ; 
l^otit IB imagined they found it impracticable, 
MM they never attempted to spring the mine, 
diough the Journal of that Siege mentions it 



wards learned from the officers, who 
returned in a fiag of truce, that the 
sailors rose upon them, saying they 
were resolved to go over to ^e enemy : 
that Lieut. Small, who commanded the 
boat, drew his hanger, and attempted a 
stroke at the man who was qx>kesman 
upon the occasion; but that he was 
Imocked down by the coxswain with 
the tiller of the rudder : that, whilst 
he was thus senseless, they had it in 
debate to throw him overboard; bu^ 
by the intercession of the yoiing mid- 
shipman, he was preserved, and, when 
taken ashore, was some time before he 
recovered. 

The enemy's parties under the rock, 
near the Devil's tower, began now to 
engage our curiosity. Every part of 
the north front was explored, to en- 
deavour, if possible, to discover what 
thev were about. At length, <m the 
15ui, a place was found above Green's 
lodge, whence we could distinguish a 
part of their work. The oommnBica- 
tion with this post, being along a level 
beach, was greatly exposed to our fire. 
When their parties were discovered 
advancing from the east fiank of the 
64-gun battery, our artillery at Willis's 
and on the heights prepared to salute 
them. They were permitted to ap- 
proach unmolested within 200 or 300 
yards, when a general volley was dis- 
charged of cohom-shells, with grapes 
seconded by the mortars on the Levant 
battery, loaded with hand-shells, or 
grenades, quilted toother. A chtmce, 
or mine, was sometimes sprung upon 
them from the top, when they had 
nearly got under the rock ; the stones 
from which added not a little to their . 
confusion and loss. Notwithstanding 
that they were in this manner obliged 
every evening to pass the gantelope of 
our fire, they continued to bring ma- 
terials, and maintained their post with 
surprising obstinacy. Some of the 
guard were seen frequently, in the day, 
to advance from their cover: a party 
of Corsicans, who hitherto had done no 
other duty than gnard the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill, were ordered therefore 
to the post abfive Green's lodge, to fire* 
wall-pieces upon those that i^peared 
from below. 
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A flag of trace went from the gar- 
rison on the 17th. The Spanish aide- 
de-camp infbnned us that preliminaries 
of a general peace were expected to be 
signed in the conrse of the month. The 
succeeding day another flag went from 
the governor with letters to the Duke : 
it had scarcely returned, when 29 gun 
and mortar hoaXs commenced a spirited 
attack upon the St. Michael, and other 
ships, at anchor off Baena Vista. 
Since these boats had made a custom 
of firing upon the garrison, we never 
remarked them to be arranged with 
more judgment, or to behave with 
greater gallantry, than they did on this 
occasion. The mortar-boats composed 
the centre division, and a division of 
gun-boats was arranged on each flank ; 
their line of battle extending about 2 
miles. They got their distance the 
first ix)und, and retained it with such 
precision, that almost every shell fell 
within 50 yards of the St Michael, 
which was the chief object of their 
attack. The 74th shell fell on board, 
about mid-ship; pierced the first, and 
broke on the lower deck; killed 4, and 
wounded 11 sailors, 3 of them mor- 
tally. After this accident. Sir Charles 
Knowles, being apprehensive of the 
most fetal consequences if a shell 
should fall into the magazine, removed 
the powder, through the opposite port- 
holes, into a launch, which was imme- 
diately towed imder the rock : 80 bar- 
rels, which could not be removed, 
were thrown into the sea. The enemy 
still maintained a warm fire, but, it is 
ima^ned, did not observe that any had 
fellen on board the ship. Several 
shells carried away ornaments and 
parts of her rigging : fortunately how- 
ever she received no further injury. 
Not one shell came ashore from the 
boats. Captain Gibson, at the com- 
mencement of the action, rowed out 
with 8 gun-boats from the New mole, 
and very warmly attacked their north- 
ern division. On his appearing in 
motion, 3 parapet boats advanced from 
the Orange-grove to take our boats in 
fiank. One of this number was how- 
ever soon disabled by the garrison, and 
the other two joined the main body. 
When tiie enemy had expended their 



ammunition, the mortar-boats retired, 
and the gun-boats covered their retreat 
in a most b^utifiil manner. They 
stood towards tiie Orange-grove, ana 
embarked some of their crews on board 
the men-of-war. Three of the line-o^ 
battie ships, two frigates, and a xebeque, 
with several bomb-ketches, and other 
vessels, which were all laden with mi* 
litary stores, sailed to the westward. 
The enemy's land batteries, as is men- 
tioned before, were gradually diminish* 
ing in their fire ; but, upon this occa- 
sion, they supported the boats from 
the bay with a very animated addi- 
tional cannonade. 

The remainder of the enemy's ships, 
laden with military stores, sailed on me 
night of the 19th from the Orange- 
grove to the westward. The wind 
continued easterly; and, on the suc- 
ceeding night, or rather the morning 
of the 21st, blew so strong a gale, tiiat 
the St. Michael was driven from her 
anchors more than half-bay over: 
every exertion was made to recover 
her station, but all proved inefiectual ; 
when fortonately an eddy-wind brought 
her about, and Sir Charles Knowles 
was happy to run her aground within 
the New mole on a sand-bank south of 
the tank. The gale was so powerful 
on Windmill-hill, that the tents of the 
59th regiment were torn from the 
pickets, and carried a considerable dis- 
tance from the camp-ground. To oV 
viate the like disa^eeable eircum* 
stances in future, that reeiment was 
removed to encamp in Soumport ditch, 
opposite SydoVs (formerly Harden- 
berg's) regiment. This arrangement 
obliged the town-parade to be changed; 
and the guards afterwards assembled 
on the Red sands, which continues at 
this time to be the general parade. In 
the course of the £iv, tiie St. Michael 
was warped into aeep water, and 
moored in the New mole. At night a 
deserter came in: he informed us that 
the enemy had 20 miners at work near 
the DeviFs tower, protected by a 
strong guard ; that we annoyed tiieir 
communication with that post very 
much, and every evening killed and 
wounded many men. In consequence 
of this iatelligenoe, cvr fire toward 
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4lttt quarter was inoreased. A flag of 
truoe, on the 20th, had informed ns 
that the women belonging to the 25th 
and 59th regiments were at the enemy's 
camp, waiting more moderate weather, 
to be sent by water into the garrison. 
The 22nd, uey were received; but, 
upon their landing, they were con- 
dacted to the NaTal hospital, where 
some few of them were detained by 
the faculty as exceptionable. Lieat 
Small, of the n*^* came over on the 
23rd, in a flag of trace. He told ns 
the enemy's small craft had materially 
aoffisred from the storm which had so 
greatly endangered the St Michael. 
The Dae de Crillon, the day follow- 
ing, visited the parallel, and was pre- 
sent in the western boyan, whilst an 
eogineer picketed out a work at the 
extremity of it, near the beach. At 
intervals, we could now distinctly hear 
the explosion of the mines in the 
enemy's cave or gallery at the Devil's 
tower. Few men were however to be 
seen in that neighbourhood ; though at 
night they continued the relief^ and 
brought materials as usual. 

In the afternoon of the 25th, being 
Christmas-day, we observed the gun 
and mortar boats in motion, and, about 
four o'clock, 18 of the former and 11 of 
the latter advanced from Algeziras, ap- 
parentiy with an intention of renewing 
their attack upon the unfortunate St. 
Michael ; but, 11 of our gun-boats, un- 
der the personal orders of Sir Charles 
Enowles, opposing them, the centre di- 
vi^OQ of mortar-boats, and the south- 
ward division, stood toward Europa, and 
began a warm bombardment upon our 
camp ; throwing their shells indiscrimi- 
natdy from Windmill-hiU to South 
shed. Our gun-boats in this action be- 
haved with ^at gallantry, directing 
thdr Opposition entirely a^inst the 
mortar-boats; the fire of which they in 
a great measure diverted from the ship- 
ping. A blind shell nevertheless fell 
into the ward-room of the St. Michael ; 
and another shell carried away tiie 
mizen-mast of the Porcupine mgate, 
and burst in the state cabin. Seven or 
eight shells fell within the hospital-wall: 
one exploded in a ward, and killed and 
wounded several of the sick. Several 



houses and sheds were also destroyed, 
and others oonsideraUy injured. In 
short, it was thought to be the warmest 
attack we had ever experienced fi^om 
the gun-boats; and our men, being 
mostly in spirits after their Oiriirtmas 
dinner, were consequently less upon 
their guard. One was killed^ and seven 
were wounded, in the camp^ As our 
artillery had time to- prepare, the ene- 
my's cannonade was retnmed with 
great vivacity; but the mortar-boatB 
and southward division had taken so 
judicious a station, that few ordnance 
could be brought to bear upon thenu 
We had nevertheless some reason to 
conclude their loss was superiw to our 
own. Their land batteries (with tiie 
addition of Fort St Philip and the 
Black battery, which had been silent 
some time) upon this ocearaon, as upon 
the last, increased their fire upon the 
town. We therefore had the enemy 
upon Our whole front from Europa 
Point to Landport At a quarter past 
six o'clock the mortar-boats retired, 
and were covered in their retreat by 
the gun-boatB, as before.* This disH 
honourable and cruel mode of prose- 
cuting the war, we had reason to tiiinkf 
would be continued till a peace should 
put an end to all hostilities. The ene« 
my had been very industrious in im- 
pressing this pleasing infi^rmatitm on 
the memories of the women who had 
been lately detained by the weather in 
their camp. They were told, for thdr 
comfort, that, as the besieginff army 
had been reluctantiy compiled to re 
linquish the idea of recovering Gibral- 
tar, they were determined to harass 
and alarm the garrison by anooessive 
attacks from the gun and mortar boats^ 



* It wu daring this Idteck that the i 
rials ttom which this worlc is compiled vers 
in the most imminent dans erof being entirely 
destroyed. — ^A 13-inch shell from the enemy's 
mortar boats, falling above the camp giiard, 
rolled along the road leading from Baena 
Vista and entered the aathw'a narqaee, 
brushing the pillow of his bed, and looging 
closely under the comer of the bedstead; 
though lighted when it entered, and thonsk 
its force must have been greatly spent inuie 
ricochets before it entereii, the rose luckily 
broke as it lodged within, and the marquee, 
with its contents, by that fiNrtoxuite drenm* 
stance was preserved* 
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which, for the purpose of having regu- 
lar relieft, were to be increased in num- 
ber : thus, by being exposed to a re- 
"vengefdl enemy, the prospect before 
OS promised to be more irksome and 
'Vezatioos than the more interesting 
period which had passed. 

Although the enemy^s fire from the 
isthmus was almost discontinued, the 
governor, towards the conclusion of 
December, made up for their deficiency 
bj a more animated discharge than 
Qsual: every night the whole north 
fhmt appeared a continued line of fire. 
The Devil's tower chiefly engaged his 
attention : their guard at this post was 
generally relieved about seven or eight 
o'clock in the evening, if not prevented 
by our fire. The work of sand-begs, 
which we could see from one spot, was 
totally destroyed ; and the sloping tim- 
bers which they had placed against the 
rock to protect them frtmi the over- 
head fire, were much shattered by the 
weighty fragments of rock which were 
Imi&d upon them from above. The 
night of the 27th, the enemy opened 
three embrasures in the epaulment at 
the east end of the 64-gan battery. The 
embrasures were then masked, and, the 
succeeding evening, were fiiced with 
fitfcines. The night of the 29th, they 
raised a work of sand-bags, of about 
100 feet in extent, at the western ex- 
tremity of the new boyau. It was 
picketed out when the Duke was pre- 
sent, and extended to the rear at nght 
angles with the epaulment. The dOth, 
19 gun and mortar boats came out of 
the river Palmones, where they gene- 
rally retired to repair, after firing upon 
the garrison. The evening of the suo- 
oeedmg day being very calm, and some 
movements being observed amongst 
them, we expected they would com- 
mence the new year with another visit : 
but we were happily disappointed. 
Since we were sufficiently persuaded of 
the conduct which the enemy had de- 
termined 'to pursue for the remainder 
dTthe war, the governor again adopted 
the idea of retaliation : the gun mounted 
on Colonel Williaimon's elevated car- 
riage was removed to the Old mole 
hei^ and other preparations were made 
to annoy their camp, when the boats 



should renew their attack. In the 
course of December several vessels and 
boats arrived with stores and supplies. 
Others likewise left the bay, ana flags 
of truce frequently passed between the 
governor and the Duke. Their purport 
was not, however publicly known. 

The last day of December, a party 
of the navy fished up one of the guns 
from the wreck of the batteringnships ; 
and the following day, the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, 1 783, the gun, which was of iron 
and a 26-pounder, was drawn in pro- 
cession b^ the British tars, with a Spa- 
nish ensign, which had been taken 
from on board one of the ships, du- 
played over it, and attended by a band 
of music, playing **Gk)d save the 
King." * 

Our observations made upon the 
enemy's proceedings at the Devil's 
tower were as yet very unsatisfactory, 
though, by the enterprising activity of 
a Serjeant in the artificers, we knew 
that they were in reality at work in a 
cave : for he had descended, by means 
of ropes and ladders, so low down the 
face of the rock as to see the mouth of 
the cave, and hear the people converse. 
Early, Uierefore, on the morning of 
the 4th, three of ttxe governor's staff 
went in a barge, protected by two gun- 
boats, to reconnoitre this post. Their 
curiosity prompted them to approach 
nearer than was perhaps prudent, as 
the guard fired musketry upon them, 
and a gun or two were discharged from 
FortB^bara. Soon after they returned, 
the new d-gun battery, at the east end 
of the 64-gun battery, was unmasked, 
though the guns were under metaL In. 
the utemoon of the same day, the ^an 
and mortar boats advanced in two divi- 
sions from Algeziras, and» when half- 
bay over, were joined by a third divi-* 
non of five from.Cabrita Point, oonost- 
ing in all of thirty-three. The centre 
division of sixteen, principally mortar- 



* Many more of these gum were afterwards 
recovered from the wrecks ; and most of them, 
being of bran, were sold ; the prodace of tb» 
sales, and other moneys arising from the bead* 
money granted by Parliament for the batter^ 
ing-ships, and the sale of the St, Michael prise, 
were proportioned in shares to tl^ garrison 
and maxine brigade*— ^ee Appendix. 
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boats, Mras ▼armly attacked by Sir 
Charles Knowles, wiUi eleven of ours, 
whilst the northern division was as 
briskly annoyed from the King's bas- 
tion. This division of twelve ffun-boats 
had the boldness to approach within 
^e range of grape, ana suffered very 
eonsiderably. One was undoubtedly 
sunk by a howitzer shell, and others 
were greatly damaged. Two of the 
mortar-boats were also driven fiom 
•the line, and several others were ob- 
■served to be in confusion. The land- 
batteries, which had been silent since 
the Duke had visited the lines on the 
2Dd of January, seconded the attack by 
sea with a very animated fire. The bay 
being calm, and little wind blowing to 
carry off the smoke, the appearance of 
this attack altogether, from the extent 
of the front engaged, was tremendous. 
Lieutenant HoUoway, of the engineers, 
aide-de-camp to General Green, was 
wounded by a splinter of a shell, which 
/ell opposite to General de la Motte's 
quarters at the southward, where the 
staff at the southward usually assem* 
tied upon these occasions. Two men 
were lulled, and one wounded, in the 
garrison; but the seamen had no ca^ 
sualties. The St Michael also on this 
occasion escaped ; and it was remarked 
not one shell fell near the hospital. 
When the boats had expended 83 shot 
and 206 shells, they retired: from the 
isthmus 578 shot and 102 shells were 
discharged in this short period. 

When our artillery had put the bat- 
teries in order, a party was detached, 
about eight in the evening, to the Old 
mcke; and upward of 100 rounds of 
red-hot shot, with large and small 
shells, were thrown into the enemy's 
camp : all appeared to answer, except 
the heavy shells, the fuses of which 
were in general too short for the range. 
The following morning, several pieces 
of a gun-boat, an oar, with some bread, 
garlic, &c., were seen floatingin the bay, 
and gathered by our boats. This served 
to strengthen our conjecture of the pre- 
ceding evening, that one of their gun- 
boats had been sunk in the action. In 
the evening, about nine o'clock, our 
tiorthem guards were surprised with a 
^nddcn discharge of musketry on the 



causeway, and in the neighbourhood of 
Bay-side : it was immediately returned 
from Landport and the lines, wilji a 
few rounds of grape from Covert-port 
battery ; after which there was a dead 
silence. The next morning a bloody 
hat, with several shot-holes through it, 
was taken up near Bay-side. Weoould 
not otherwise account for this firing 
than by supposing that some of the 
enemy, attempting to desert, had been 
observed and pursued. One or two of 
our own men in the FlSohe were 
wounded by the scattered grape-fihot 
from the Covertrport battery. 

The evening of the 9th, the enemy 
paraded with only 23 boats^ seemingly 
with an intention of renewing their a^> 
tack upon the shipping and garrison ; 
but Sir Charles appearing with his. 
small force, his opponents thought 
proper to retire. We were however 
alarmed, early the next morning, by 
their firing upon the garrison: thev 
approached very cautiously, and di- 
rected their fire towards the New mole. 
Sir Charles Knowles had his boats soon 
manned ; but had not been long out 
before one of them was unfortunately 
sunk by a splinter from one of our own 
shells which burst in the air. The 
crew were instantly taken up by their 
friends, and the boat towed in. TIk 
land batteries opened as before, and 
continued firing until the boats re- 
treated. Our shipping received no 
damage, nor were any seamen hurt; 
but in the garrison we had 1 killed 
and 15 or 16 wounded, beside a Jew, 
an inhabitant. One of their shells fell 
into the north pavilion of llie South 
barracks, and burst upon the second 
floor: the officers were luckily out; 
for the rooms, above and below, were 
totally destroyed. When the smoke 
had sufficiently dispersed, we numbered 
38 boats, but (as tiieir stems were to- 
wards us) could not distingniah how 
many carried mortars. Thef^vemor 
saluted their camp in the evenmg from 
the Old mole. A boat arrived on tin 
1 1th from Faro, with dispatches to the 
governor. The Brilliant frigate was 
ordered soon afterwards to be pre* 
pared for sea. 

Th»- enemy's caimonade from the 
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land, except when the gun-boats fired, 
was at this time so trifling that it 
scarcely deserved the name of a con- 
tinuation. Oar engineers were there- 
fbre employed in repairing the curtain 
of the Grand battery, the north fetce 
and flank of Montague's bastion, with 
the adjoining curtain ; and, though the 
loien were much exposed in this duty, 
the ^en^ Seldom if ever molested 
them. Tneir parties continued brings 
ing various materials from the parallel 
to the post at the Devil's tower. We 
never allowed them to pass, or even 
appear, without a tremendous volley 
qi ahsilB and grape, and fragments of 
stones discharged from the summit of 
the rock. But our artillery were not 
fiolely engaged with the enemy in this 
quarter; every annoyance tliat could 
be devised was directed against them 
in all i^uarters. The ordnance, since 
the arrival of the last dispatches from 
Faro, were kept in as qmck action as 
the metal would permit A party of 
Corsicans were also stationed in the 
lines to punish their patroles, who fre- 
quently tiad the audacity to approach 
within a few yards of uie extremity. 
Theevenmgs of the 18th and 19th, the 
enemy played off a number of rockets 
and other fireworks at Algeziras, ac- 
companied with several diasharges of 
cannon. They likewise saluted us 
from the lines with a voUev of shells, 
and 21 rounds of shot We could not 
divine the cause of these rejoicings. 
On the 25th some sparks of fire com- 
municating to an ammunition box at 
Middle-hiU guard, the contents blew 
up^ and carried away great ^art of the 
ynil and guard-house, bruising and 
Imrning several of the guard. The 
engineers were immediately ordered to 
roMur the breach, and not quit the post 
till the works were in their origmal 
state. A ronforcement of a subal- 
tern from the line, with a drum and 
81 rank and file, was ordered likewise 
to join that guard every evening ; and 
other regulations relative to it were 
established. 

On the 29th lient Angelo Rafibeli, 
of the Corsicaa con^Mmy, was slightiy 
wounded in the lines. In the evening, 
the gun and mortar bbats, in number 



28, fired upon our shipping and the 
camp. They took their stations off Eo- 
ropa and Roeia, apparentiy determined 
to avoid the fire from the King's has- 
tion (which they had found so &tal to 
these enteiprises), and directed theb 
fire principally against the Brilliant 
frigate, which was then at anchor off 
Buena Vista, and the St Michael in the 
New mole. Their land batteries opooed 
at the same time, directing a, mrious 
cannonade into the town, and along 
our northern front The garrison re- 
turned their fire with great vivadtyv 
though not with their usual success. 
Our gun-boats were also unfortunate^ 
one of them being damaged very early 
in the action, and obliged to be towed in. 
We had 3 men killed, and 11 wounded^ 
6 of whom were of the 59th r^;iment 
The enemy discharged from their boats 
236 shot and 225 shells; and from the 
isthmus, 555 shot and 245 shells ; after 
which, the former retired, and the lat« 
ter were rilent The next day 4 gun- 
boats fired upon the Brilliant, en peuh 
sunt, but soon retired. At night, a 
soldier of the artillery, who had been 
punished some time before, threw him- 
self down the predpioe from the 
Queen's battery at Willis's : he passed 
so quickly by the men on duty, uiat he 
was scarcely seen ; and was not known 
till he was missing the next morning. 
In the course of the month, one of t& 
25th regiment deserted, and another of 
the 58m (who had been entertained 
ftom the number that renudned bdiind 
of the prisoners who were taken in the 
battering-ships) was retaken in attempt* 
ing to get away. Two boats came in 
also from Faro, and a third was inter* 
cepted in her passage. 

rebruaiy was introduced by an am* 
mated fire from the garrison. Every 
part of the enemy's works felt tlie 
effects of 6hr artillery. Thus affiuiA 
were proceeding, when* on the 2nd, 
letters from the Due de Crillon in- 
formed the governor that the preli- 
minaries of a general peace had beoi 
signed between Great Britain, France^ 
and Spain. When the boats met, the 
Spaniards rose up with transports of 
joy, and cried out, ** We are all friends ;" 
deUvering the letters with Ae greatest 
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•fmrent satisikcdoiL They could not 
inft>nn ns what were the terms of the 
peace ; which occasioned some anxiety 
in the garrison reUtive to the &te 
of Gibraltar. Preyiously to the boats 
meeting, the enemy dischareed about 
30 rounds, but never, after ue letters 
were delivered, fired upon the garrison. 
Onr. artillery also ceased in Uie even- 
ing. The Spaniards, the succeeding 
day, advanced from, their works, and 
conversed with our sentries in the lines, 
expressing their sajtisfaction that we 
were no longer enemies. This inter- 
^urse was^ however, forbidden by the 
^vemor, who ordered the guards to 
inform those who approached our works 
that all correspondence of this nature 
was to be suspended, till official ac- 
(»nnts were received from England of 
the peace. General Eliott answered 
the Duke's letter on the 3rd, and or- 
dered the captain of artillery to fire an 
elevated shot, from Willis's, over any 
parties which might pass between their 
narallel and the Devil^s tower. The 
Pqke, on the 5th, infoimed the governor 
that the blockade by sea was discon- 
tinued; in consequence of which, a 
placard was published in the garrison, 
signifying that the port of Gibraltar 
was again open. About noon, an ele- 
vated gun was wantonly fired over 
their works, which was the last shot 
£red in this siege. 

' This rejtum of tranquillitv, this pro- 
ipect of plenty, and relief from the 
daily vexations of so tedious a siege, 
could not fail^ to difi^ise a general joy 
lUiroughput the sarrison. Indeed such 
feelings are seldom experienced ; they 
Imffle all attempts to describe them: 
far beyond the pleasure resulting from 
private instances of success or good for- 
tune, ours was a social happiness ; and 
the benevolent sentiments acted upon 
the heart with additipnal enerrjr, on 
the prospect of meeting those as mends 
with whom we had been so long en- 
gaged in a succession of hostilities. 

The Duke, on the 6th^ informed the 
governor that the preliminaries had 
been signed the 20tn of January at 
■Paris, and that Gibraltar was to remain 
in the possession of Great Britain. 
From tl^$ period, operations on both 



sides were suspended ; each paoiy i^- 
iously wsdting official accounts firom 
England of me peace. Toward the, 
close of the month, the Diike began; 
to withdraw some of the ordnuice ftom 
the advanced batteries, and to remove 
materials from the parallel to the' 
camp. The garrison, on the other' 
hand, were employed in nrnking re-' 
pairs, and in arranging various matters, 
which could not before be attended to. 
Several ships, and a number of boats, 
arrived from England and Portugal; 
so that provisions became every day 
more abundant, and consequently the 
prices of articles more moderate. 

In the beginning of March, a schooner 
arrived from Barbary, with a letter ac- 
companying a present of bullocks for 
the governor. We were ignorant of 
the contents of the letter : but, it was 
imagined, the subject was to request a 
renewal of our friendship. Two officers 
and 24 Corsicans, who in their passage 
to Gibraltar had been chased ashore on 
thie coast of Barbary by the Spaxnards, 
arrived also in this boat. The finrmer 
informed us, that, upon the commence- 
ment of the attack of the battering- 
ships on the preceding 13th of Septem- 
ber, the Moors at Tanker repsdred to 
their mosques, implormg Heaven in 
behalf of their old allies ; and that, on 
receiving accounts of the defeat of the 
enemy, they made public rejmcing, and 
gave every demonstration of their a^ 
fection for the English nation. 

When the cessation of hostilities took 
place, parleys were almost daily passing 
between the governor and the Duke; 
and the Spanish aides-de-camp never 
omitted expressing their surprise that 
the governor had not yet heard from 
EngStnd. Their patience as well as 
ours was nearlv exhausted, when the 
long-expected frigate arrived on, the 
10m of March: but, for some time, 
even when she had got. into the'boyi 
she kept us in suspense^ by ateerins 
close along the Spanish shore, and 
showing no colours. At length,, how- 
ever, the British ensign was displayed^ 
and the anxioas garrison 'saluted her 
with a. general, huzza. She was. the 
Thetis frigate, Capt. Blankett; andL 
soon after she anchored. Sir Bogcr 
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Curtis (who had been knighted for his 
ocmdoict on the 14th of September) 
lauded with dispatches for the governor. 
The Due de Crillon sent a parley to 
the garrison in the evening, which was 
Answered the succeeding daj. The 
subject of this correspondence probably 
was to appoint an interview between 
jthe generate, as, on the 12th, his Grace, 
attended by his suite, came down to the 
extremity of the western boyau, and 
sent an aide^ie-camp to inform the go- 
Temor he was arrived. General Eliott, 
attended by Lieut Koehler, his aide- 
(de-^auupy soon afterwards rode out by 
Lower Forbes's, and was met by the 
Duke on the boich, half-wa^ between 
the works and Bay-side barrier. Both 
senerals instantly dismounted and em- 
braced. When tiie common salutations 
:were over, they conversed about half an 
hour, and then returned to their re- 
spective commands. The cannon in 
the Spanish batteries were now all dis- 
mounted; and lar^ parties were daily 
removing them« with ammunition, also 
various materials, from their post at 
the Devil's tower to the lines and 
camp. As their euards were now con- 
siderably diminished, numbers of de- 
serters were daily coming over to the 
garrison. They were principally fo- 
reigners ; and the reason they gave was 
a dislike to the Spanish service. 

The Duke, on the 18th, sent the ^ 
Temor a present of a grey Andalusian 
horse. The 22nd, the St Michael 
man-of-war sailed for England, where 
she happily arrived safe. The day 
following, the governor, accompanied 
by General Green, the chief engineer, 
with their aides-de-camp, met the 
Duke in the Spanish works : they were 
conducted by his Grace through the 
whole, and afterwards to the cave at 
.'the DeviFs tower. The governor 
-dined with the Duke at San Roque, 
. and returned in the evening. The 31st^ 
• ti^ Due de Crillon, accompanied by 
.tha Marquis de Saya, Prince de Maza- 
nmo^ Counts de Jamaique and de Se- 

rano, Don , the intendant, and 

.Capt Tendon, returned the visit. The 

f[>vemor received his Grace near 
orbes's ; aud on entering the garrison, 
a nhue was fixed of 1 7 pieces of camion 



from the Grand battery. When the 
Duke appeared within the walls, the 
soldiers saluted him with a general 
huzza ; which being unexpected by his 
Grace, it was said greatly oonnised 
him. The reason however being ex- 
plained, he seemed highly pleased yrith 
the old English custom; and, as he 
passed up tibe main street, where the 
ruinous and desolate appearance of the 
town attracted a good deal of his obser- 
vation, his Grace behaved with great 
affiibility. 

The officers of the garrison were in- 
troduced by corps to the Duke, at ^ 
convent When the artillery were 
mentioned, he received them in the 
most flattering manner : ** GenUemen,". 
said his Grace, addressing himself to 
them, *' I would rather see you here as 
friends, than on vour batteries as ene- 
mies, where," added he, "you never 
sjpared me.*' The Duke afterwards 
visited the batteries on the heights. At 
Willis's he made some remarks on the 
formidable appearance of the lower de- 
fences ; observing, whilst he pointed to- 
wards the Old mole battery, that, " had 
not his opinion been overruled, he 
should have directed all his efforts 
againstthat part of the garrison." The 
good state of our batteries in so short a 
period produced some compliments to 
the chief engineer; and, when con- 
ducted into the gallery above Farring- 
don's battery,* his Grace was particu- 
larly astonished, especially when he 
was informed of its extent, which at 
that time was between 500 and 600 f^t 
Turning to his suite, after exploring 
the extremity, ** These works," he ex- 
claimed, " are worthy of the Romans." 
After dinner (at wmch were present 
the generals and bri^idiers in the gar- 
rison, with their suites), he pasised 
through the camp to Europa, esich re- 
giment turning out without arms, and 
giving three dieers. The youth and 
good appearance of the troops much en- 
gaged nis attention. When his cu- 
riosity was gratified in that quarter, he 
returned, and was conducted about 8 
o'clock without Landport, being sa*- 
luted with 17 cannon on his depiuture. 

* Now called Windsor. 
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His hone startled at the flash of the 
gons, and almost, if not entirely, un- 
horsed him; bat he escaped widioat 
beinff hurt The Duke, in the oonrse 
of uie oonyersation at dinner, paid 
many handsome compliments to the 

Svemor and ffarrison for their noble 
fence* ** He had exerted himself (he 
said) to the utmost of his abilities ; and, 
though he had not been suooessflil, yet 
he was happy in hayine his soTereign's 
approbation of his conduct." 

Before the Due de Crillon entered 
tiie garrison, the Comte de Ruffigniac, 
colonel in the French senrice (who, the 
reader may remember, was yery press* 
Sng for admittance into the garrison 
some few days after the defeat of the 
battering-ships, and who, for the sole 
purpose of seein^i the place, had re- 
mained behind ms brigade), was ad- 
Mtted into the garrison without the 
Duke's knowledge ; and, being in the 
fl^he at Landport when the ENike was 
approaching from Forbes's, his Grace 
could not ayoid seeing bim. As he 
had entered without me Duke's per^ 
mission, his Grace requested he might 
not see him at the conyent; and the 
Count, being informed of this, with- 
drew into the garrison, apparently much 
chagrined at the Duke's particularity. 
When his Grace returned, it was said, 
orders were giyen not to permit the 
Count to go back by^ way of the lines. 
The Ibllowing eyening, noweyer, after 
satisfying his curiosity in the garrison, 
he returned. 

The 2nd of April the Due de Crillon 

fuitted the camp to repair to Madrid, 
le was succeeded in command by 
Lieut-General the Marqids de' Saya, or 
2aya, who had accompanied his Grace 
into the garrison, and (what was yery 
singular) had seryed as an officer at the 
preceding siege of Gibraltar in 1727. 
Deserters still continued coming oyer 
to us, and the Spaniards were employed 
in remoying materials from the neutral 
ground to the lines. Letters often 
passed between the Marquis and Ge- 
neral Eliott; but, though the latter 
requested to pay his compliments at 
San Roque, the etiquette obseryed by 
Ihefbrmer (orders haying been re- 
oeired from Madrid to preyentall in- 



teroooise) would not for some time 
permit hiim to leceiye the goiyemor. 
The ISth of April Sir Roger Curtis 
sailed in the Biilliant frigate on an 
embas^ to the Emperw of Moroceo: 
he took with him, as a present, foor 
brass 26-poQnders (which had heen 
weighed fktmi the wreck of the batter- 
ini^-ships), with proportionable aminii* 
nition. 

His Mfijesty haying been pleased to 
confer upon the goyemor the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath,* as a 
mark of his royal approbation for the 
defence of Gibraltar ; and hayiu^ dg* 
nified his pleasure by Sir Roger Outis^ 
that Lieut-General Boyd ahould aet as 
his Majesty's rq>resentatiye In inyest- 
ing General Eliott with the insignia of 
the order, which ceremony was to be 
performed in as splendid and mag^ 
nificent a manner as the state of the 
garrison would permit ; the engineers, 
soon after the arriyal of the Thetis, 
began to erect a colonnade upon the 
rampart of the King's bastion, that the 
honours might be conferred where the 
yictory was gained. By the 2drd of 
April (St George's day) the oolomiade 
was finished; and, eyery preparation 
for the ceremony being completed, the 
p;oyemor commenced by conununica^ 
ing to the troops the thanks of thor 
king and country for their defence of 
Gibraltar. Detachments fhnn all the 
regiments and corps, with all the offioen 
not on duty, were assembled in three 
lines on the Red sands at eight o'clo<^ 
in the morning* and tike goyemor 
taking post in the centre of Hk second 
line, and the usual compliments being 



* This was not the only }ionoar eontemA 
on the General for hU aervioes in defending 
Gibraltar. Pteliament voted him a handsoniB 
pension for life; and his aoTerei^n, on hit 
retnm to Britain in 1787, gave him an ad> 
ditional mark of his approMtion by imisiiiff 
him to the British peerage, by the stvle and 
title of Lord Heathfleld, Baton Heat&Held of 
Gibraltar, with the honooxnble distinction of 
bearing, in chief, with his own anas, the anna 
of the ffarrison. General Boyd was also 
honoared with the Order of the Bath, and 
(General Green distinguished by a baxonetcy. 
After General Eliott's elevation to the peenge 
he was never employed on. active senrice « 
and a diort tf me afterwards he was attadnd 
with paralysis, of which he died, at his ra> 
sidenoe nekr Ai&-kuCtafcpSU«^ aged 71. 
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paid, his Excellency addrened himself 
to the garrison as f<dlow8 : — 

** G^Uemen— I have assembled yon 
this day, in order that the officers and 
soldiers may receive, in the most public 
manner, an authentic declaration trans- 
mitted to me by the secretary of state, 
expressing the high sense his Majesty 
entertains of yoor meritorious conduct 
in defence of this garrison. The King^s 
satisihction upon this eyent was soon 
dxTulged to ul the world, by his most 
sracions og^it to both houses of Par- 
liament. The House of Lords and the 
Hoiiae of Commons not only made the 
suitable professions in their addresses 
to the throne, but haye severally en- 
joined me to conmiunicate their una^ 
I thanks by the following resolu- 



• Die Veneris, 18 Deeembria, 178S. 

'Resolved, nemine dissentiente, 
by the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, in Parliament as- 
sembled, that this House dodi 
hiffhly approve and acknow- 
ledge the services of the offi- 
cers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fence of Gibraltar; and that 
General Eliott do signify the 
same to them.' 

• Die Jovis, IS Decembrit, 1782. 

* Resolved, nemine contradicente, 
that the thanks of this House 
[Commons] be given to Lieut- 
General Boyd, Migor-Greneral 
de la Motte, Major-General 
Green, chief eimneer ; to Sir 
Roger Curtis, luit, and to die 
officers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fence of Gibraltar.' " 
The governor then proceeded: — 
*• No armjr has ever been rewarded by 
higher national honours : and it is well 
known how great, universal, and roon- 
taneous were the rejoidngs throughout 
the kingdom upon the news of your 
success. These must not oiU^ give you 
inexpressible pleasure, but affoid matter 
of triumph to your dearest friends and 
latest posterity. As a fkrther proof 
how just your title is to such flattering 
distinctions at home, rest assured, from 



undoubted authority, that the nations 
in Europe and other parts are struck 
with admiration of your gallant beha- 
viour : even our late resolute and de* 
termined antagonists do not scruple to 
bestow the commendations due to such 
valour and perseverance. 

'* I now most warmly congratolate you 
on these united and bnlliant testimonies 
of approbation, amidst such numerous; 
such exalted tokens of applause : and 
forgive me, fidthful companions, if I 
humbly crave your acceptance of my 
gratefhl acknowledgments. I only 
presume to ask this favour, as having 
been a constant witness of your cheer- 
ful submission to the greatest hardships, 
your matchless spirit and exertions, and 
on all occasions your heroic contempt 
of every danger." 

A grand ^-de-joie was then fired 
by the line, each discharge commenc- 
ing with a royal salute of 21 guns. 
Three cheers closed the ceremony. 
The commander-in-chief, eeneral and 
field officers, afterwards wimdrew ; and 
the detachments (formed two deep) 
marched into town, and lined the 
streets leadine from the convent, by 
the Spanish church and Grand parade, 
to the King's bastion. About half- 
past eleven o'clock, the procession be- 
gan to move in the following order: 
all uncovered, and two deep, except 
the troops under arms. 

Mabshal. 

Music, 12th Regimen^ 

Playing 

** See the conquering Hero comes." 

Abtillebt. 

Quarter-Masteb-Gemerai., and 

Adjutant-General, Town-Major, 

and DEPimr ; 

With other Staff of the Garrison. 

First Diviaon of Field Officers, 

Youngest first 

Music 58th Regiment 

The Commissioner's Secretart, 

Bearing on a crimson velvet cushion 

The Commission. 

The Commissioner's Aides-de-Cakp. 

Lieut. Generai< Boyd, the 

Kino's Commissioner. 

The Governor's Secretary, 

Bearing, on a crimson velvet cushion, 
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The Insignia 

Of the Order of the Bath. 

The Governor's Aides-de Caxp, 

as Esquires. 

GENERAL ELIOTT, 

The Knight Elect ; 

Supported by Generals Ds la Motte 

and Green. 

Aides-de-camp to the Major-Generals. 

Major-General Picton. 

His Aide-de-camp. 

The Brigadier-Generals, eldest first 

Their Brigade Majors. 

Music, De la Motte's. 

Second Division of Field Officers, 

Eldest first. 

Mnsic, 56th Regiment 

The Grenadiers of the Garrison. 

. No compliment was paid to the 
knight elect ; but, as the commissioner 
passed, each regiment, with the officers, 
saluted. When the procession arrived 
at the colonnade, the general and 
field officers placed themselyes on each 
side of the throne ; the artillery 
formed under the colonnade, and the 
grenadiers fronting the bastion, along 
the line-wall. The proper reverences 
being made to the vacant throne, the 
commissioner desired his secretary to 
read the commission: which being 
done, he addressed the knight elect in 
a short complimentary speech, taking 
the riband at the conclusion, and plac- 
ing it over the governor's shoulder, 
who inclined a litUe for that -purpose : 
three reverences were then a second 
time made, and each took his seat op a 
crimson velvet chair on each side of 
the throne, the commissioner sitting on 
the right hand. The governor was no 
sooner invested than the music struck 
up •* God save the King." The grena- 
diers fired a volley, and a grand dis- 
charge of 160 pieces of cannon was 
fired from the sea-line. The proces- 
non then passed forward through the 
colonnade, and returned in the same 
order. The detachments were after- 
wards dismissed, and each non-com- 
missioned officer and private received 
a pound of fresh beef and a quart of 
wine. The generals, with their suites, 
and the field-officers, dined at the con- 
vent In the evening the colonnade 



was illuminated with diffierent-oolooied 
lamps, and transparent paintines in the 
back scene : and Sir Greorge Augustus 
Eliott, with the lieutenant-governor 
and principal officers of the garrison, 
assembling at the King's bastion about 
nine o'clock, there was a display of 
fire-works fhmi the North and Soutii 
bastions, and the Spanish church ; the 
pincipa] of which were fii^d from the 
latter, being opposite to tiie company. 

Thus, in festivity and with lumour,- 
ended the labours of the garrison of 
Gibraltar. Durinff a period of tiiree 
years, seven months, and twelve days 
(that is from the conunencement of As 
blockade to the cessation of arms), we 
had experienced a continued series of 
watchfhlness and fttigae, the horrors 
of fimiine, and every haraadng and 
vexatious mode of attack which a 
powerfrd, obstinate, and revengeful 
enemy could devise. On reviewing 
the transactions of this period, two cir- 
cumstances cannot fiiil to strike the 
attentive reader; viz. the very slow 
manner in which the enemy proceeded 
in their early operations, and the im- 
possibility of maintaining so strict a 
blockade as to pnrevent all conmiuni- 
cation by sea. To evince these, and 
other circumstances not unimportant 
to military readers, I have been re- 
duced to greater accuracy and, mi- 
nuteness than ordinary historians are 
obliged to observe; and instead of the 
acuteness of investigation, or a splendid 
sententiouSness, I have beep neoesa- 
tated to pursue the narrative, almost 
uniuterruptedlv, in the tedious form of 
a journal. I have not presumed to in- 
tersperse many animadversions of my 
own : the only merit to which I can 
lay any claim, is that of a &ithfhl nar- 
ration of facts ; and I confess I would 
at any time rather walk in the beaten 
track of truth, than mislead the judg- 
ment of my readers in the wilds of 
fancy and conjecture. 

A return of casualties is annexed, 
also the expenditure of ammunition, 
both by the enemy and the garrison. 
These papers, as well as the estimate 
of provisions, I thought better to tiirow 
into the form of an Appendix,than to in- 
terrupt the narrative by their insertioo. 
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Regimens. 

Brigade C De Lyonnois 
Franfoiae \ De Bretagne 
Brigade < Royal 9ttedab 
Allemande \ De Boailkm 



Total Fran$ois 
Efpagnol • 

Grand total » 



D'Officien 
superieara. 
. 65 
. 65 
• 65 
68 



247 



1916 



MJ uonmm* 



4,056 

27,067 



31,122 



OfBciers et d'hommet; 



n 7 avoit no Corpa dTngenteurs aax ordrea de M. d'Abarca. eompoa6 de 8 In^enieun an 
Chef, 12 eft second. 11 ordinaires, 14 extraordinaires, 12 Ajudans. Une Compaguie de Mare- 
chauss^e, ii 40 Cavaliers, aux ordres d'un Lieut. II y a une Compagnie de Cadets, dont le Cairf- 
taine est an Colonel. Ijas Compagnies de Sapeurs ont chacune on Capitaine, on Lieutenairt, uo 
Soaa-Lieutenant. 
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Royal ArtUlery . 
12th Regifldent . 


2 


1 





20 











8 





2 





11 


8 


2 


1 


105 


1 


1 





•34 


1 


1 


3 


1 


13 










10 


1 








10 


2 


4 


7 


89 





3 





•32 


3 


25th „ 











1 










1 

















1 





7 


1 








•13 


1 


39th Z 


1 


8 


1 


16 


1 







6 
9 1 








10 


B 


5 


1 


44 





•1 





•37 


5 


56th ^ 











17 
















6 


3 


2 





69 


1 


4 


1 


•34 


S 


6Sth H 


1 


1 





11 










5 








1 


8 


2 


2 


2 


61 





1 


1 


68 


11 


59th ;; 











2 










6 


u 








2 











7 





•0 





33 





72nd „ 





2 





31 





2 





21 





1 


1 


21 


£ 


11 


5 


109 





1 





47 


9 


73rd „ 











30 





1 





13 


1 


5 





31 


5 


2 





77 











68 


2 


97th o 











7 








1 


5 





1 





4 





8 


1 


33 


1 


•6 





106 


1 


Beden's Regiment 





2 





7 








1 


6 





1 





4 


1 


1 


1 


33 


1 


1 





16 


1 


De la Motte's . . 





3 





16 











6 





1 











2 





42 


2 


•2 





10 


1 


Sydow's, foi> ) 
merly Har-} 





2 





18 











6 





2 





6 


1 


7 


2 


69 











7 


6 


denberg's . . | 












































Soldier-Aitiflceri 

Company • J 

Marine BngadA . 





1 





6 























7 


2 


3 





30 





P 


p 


23 








1 





2 





























1 





8 

















Cbniean Oomp. 
















1 





u 








U 



2 





1 
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Total . , 


5 


19 


2 


197 


6 


2 


101 


3 


13 


130 


31 


46 20 


773 


7 


22 e{ 


505 


48 



ABSTRACT OF THE TOTAL LOSS OF THS QABRIBOM. 

Killed, and dead of wounds ••••«••* 8d3 

Disabled by wounds (<UschaYged) .138 

Dead of sickness, exduaive of those who died of the scurvy in 

1779 and 1780 636 

Discharged) from ineoiable complaints . • • . • 181 
Deserted .,..;.••;••« 43 

Total 1231 



no 



XZPENDIT17SB OF AXXUNITION FBOH THE 0ABRI80N AND 
BT THS ENBMT. 



OABSItON. 


KNCICT. 




. ending th 


the 12th of April, 


L781, and 


ending the 3rd of February, 1783. , 




B 2nd of February, 


1783. 














. 


ARreeaUetotbebi. 




MONTHS. 


SbDt. 


WUOm. 


Gnpti. 


Cmr. ' 


\X. 


MON'THS. ' 


boretorr Accoimtt. 






flfaoC. 


SheUs. 




1779. 




















"Sept 12 to 30 . 


1767 


201 


,, 




• • 










October . . . 


372 


1116 


1 




6 










November. 




57 


183 


5 




*• 










I>eeember . 




82 


68 


6 




4 










1780. 






















January . 




88 


131 


38 




, ^ 




^^ 






February . 




2 


6 


3 




. 




_j 








March . . 




17 


- 7 


3 




. 




g 








S5f : ; 




6 
8 




" 6 








^ 
>« 








Jane . . 




128 








• 




• i . 








July . 




246 


,, 


,, 














Angiut . 




56 


,, 


,, 




, 




H 








SeptenUMT 




6 


, 


., 




, 












October. 




85 


243 


73 


"1 


160 










Deottnber 




T71 


6004 


510 


63 


64 












160 


4242 


250 


79 


54 










1781. 






















January 




33 


875 


63 


22 


8 










. February 




32 


346 


76 


9 


,, 










March . 




23 


221 


23 


13 


,, 


1781. 








ig? : 




2672 

804 


2494 
2782 
2250 


^ 2 
6 


• • 


^Wl".} 


56760 


20134 


OBiuimwt 


Juno • 




828 


104 


35 


"3 


June . . • 


8799 


2643 




July . 




428 


761 


51 


13 


5 


July . . . 


3036 


693 




Augurt. 




130 


172 


103 


SB 


2 


August . • • 


135a 


184 








2614 


6228 


213 


58 


42 


September . . 


9320 


760 




October 




1722 


11515 


64 


19 


53 


October . . 


15754 


2750 




November 




509 


3587 


82 


33 


5 


November . . 


2430 


1120 




December 




632 


7119 


139 


60 


44 


December . . 


3378 


IQXO 




1782. 














1782. 








Janoary 




722 


11052 


132 


60 


23 


January • • 


4342 


1012 




February 




2617 


7295 


1T7 


21 


19 


February . . 


3046 


566 




March . 




3657 


10362 


Wo 


56 


45 


March . . . 


6828 


1313 




iSf : 




2314 


2768 


,, 




se : : : 


3541 


938 






2315 


1669 


352 


,, 


*i4 


2418 


856 




June . 




2052 


178 


263 


1 


8 


June • . . 


2190 


653 




July . 




228 




100 


,, 


13 


July . . . 


., 






August . 




5441 


1047 


3 


48 


August . . . 


750 


"so 


ICompmed 






13557 


479 


215 


,, 


September . . 


36432 


16993 


1 exchwin 


October 




2604 


6881 


735 


12 


14 


October . . 


11312 


IO673 


Wth*b«. 


November 




1937 


5701 


1422 


74 


17 


November • . 


2897 


. 3243 


jHss- 


December 




2596 


12159 


26 


3 


December. . 


1036 


1958 


1783. 














1783. 








January 




.2640 


14176 


3444 


42 


25 


January • . 


1067 


680 




February . 




210 


1047 


414 


•• 


•• 


February • . 
Total . . 


55 


144 


% 


Total '. 


• 


57163 


129151 


12681 


.926 


679 


175741 


68363 





Total ..,.*, 
British gun-boats 



. ' 200,600 rounds. 
. * 4,728 shot. 



Spanish gun-boats 14.283 shot and sheUa. 



'205.328 ' 

The mrrisoii expended very near 80OO barrel* of powder ; cad die 1 
during the aiege amounted to 58. 

The number of barreli of powder expended by the enemy could never be ucertained, aor «1iak 
deatrojred. 



258.387 
r of crdnaaee diunnged and deatrojed 
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An EstinuUe of the] Prices fixed" upon Provisitm hy a Committee of Officers, at 
GtbraUarf October 'the ■2Srd, 1782. • To which is annexed the price of 
various articles^ as they were sdd €U different Periods of the Blockade 
cuid Siege, 



The 



are turned into sterling, at the average exchange of 3f. 3rf. the dollar; though the 
Garrison exchange fluctuated between 3f. 4d. and 3». 6<i. 



PXIOKS LXMITXD BT TBB-OOUMITTXI. 

£. <. d. 
Fresh beef, veal, and mutton, per lb. 2 6 

Pork, ditto . . 13 

Ducks and fowls, per couple . . .099 

A goose 11 

A turkey 14 7* 

A pair of pigeons .•••••033 
Corned beef, per lb. . . . ^ .01 3 

Corned pork, ditto 10 

Ham. ditto 1 lOi 

Baoon and dried tongues, ditto • 1 3 

Cheese, ditto 1 » 

Salt butter, ditto I 10* . 

An egg 2i 

Pickled tripe, per lb. ' . ,'. '.0 1 3 
Potatoes, ditto ' . . . . ' . . 7i 

Loaf nugar, ditto 2 6 

Powder sugai*, difto . •' . . .021 
Best green tea. ditto '..... 1 1 \\\ 
BbheaoV Souchong, ditto' . . '. 13 . 
Coffee, ditto . . . . . . .0 1 lOi ' 

Floor, ditto 7i 

Mould candles, ditto . . . • . 1 0* 

Common, ditto 10 

A hogshead of porter . • . . • 5 18 9|- 
Bottled porter (with bottles), per doz. 14 7i 
A hogshead of port wine . . 24 7' 6 
Port wiue (with buttles), per dox. . 1 12 5i 
Good common wine, per gallou. . 4 11 

Inferior ditto, ditto 3 8 

Claret (with bottles), per dozen . 1 17 4* 

Best fish, per lb. Old 

Inferior kind, ditto 10 

BmaUf^. ditto ...... 7i 



PBicxaouRiKa thx blockadx. 



£.». 

From 2 

« . • , . From 2 
. . . . . From 13 


d, 

1 
1 



to 


£. s. d, 

4lCi 

4 1 

1 1 Hi 

1 10 4 








2 8 9 
9 9 
2 11 
1 3 
4 1 
3 3 




' 


• 


Round of beef, per lb. . . 
Salt beef and purk, ditto . 


• 


\ 








4 1 


From 2 

per dozen 


6 


to 


4 1 
4 10i 

2 6 


Sold at an Auction for . . 
From 2 

} . • • . From. 1 8 


6 



to 


17 1 
4 10« 

2 5 6 

6 9 


From 1 


3 


n 


2 1 



2 « 



Malaga wine, per botHe . . 

!Th«M articles were genermllT 
•old, iMoording to their wae ana 
quality, at meet exorUtant rates. 



4 10« 
.026 



This estimate afterwards underwent some small alteration by the Committee, the wines being 
fixed, they thought, at too low a price. Beside the articles mentioned under the head of the 
Blockade price^khe following sold in the course of the siege for the sums annexed tu them :— 

£, $. d. 

A calf 8 head and feet • 1 14 li 

Acalfspluck 14 7i 

Hiiid.(iaarter, with the hesd and tall of an Algerine sheep . 7 10 

Head and feet of a sheep . 14 7i 

A bttllocVs head, without tongue . ... . . I 3 4i 
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APPENDIX. 



£. s, d. 
A buUock't beart «««••,•« 9 9 

Affoat'shMd 08 U 

Oniont. perlb. ••« 026 

Acabbage 1 7i 

A baneb of eabbage-lMTM •••••••005 

A bunch of carrots and tumipa • • •'• • • 010^ 
A tniaU bnnch of nduhaa • «.• • • • • 005 

Anintofmilkandwatar 1 S 

Alemaii ••.•,•••••006 

A quill .«•• 006t 

AUTepigtoiatw • . • 9 14 9 

A Utko tow in pig lold for npwardt of 29/. A goat, with a yoong kid, both of wbieh bad 
been porchased in England for 15a., sold in the garriKHi, when lae latter was about twelve 
oumths old. for near 121. An English milch-eow was sold, in I78O, for 60 guineas ; reserriog 
to the sdler a pmt of milk eacb day whilst she gave milk ; and aaotlMr oow was pnn^iaMd hy 
a Jew for 60 guineas, but the beast was in so feeble a condition, that she dropped down dead 
before she had been removed many hundred yards. If these fkcts were not thought sufBcient 
to demonstrate the ezurbitant prices of every article in the garriaoni others oould be add u ce d 
of equally as raipriaing a oomplexiogu 



7%e following are the pnportunu of. the Prize-Momejf^ aa distrOnded to the Gar- 
rison qf^ GibraUfor^ from the turn arieing from the' Head'Mone^ granted 
bjf Parliament far destrojfing the JBattering-Shipit and the aale of the St, 
Michael maiHf -war. 
The ■nbaequent sums am ^lopoitioas of ao,OOOf., which wai the snm fixat divided* 



The govemof, t-l€th 
Lieutenant-governor 
Major-general ' « 
Brigadier-general • 
Colonel . . • 
LientenMit-«QLoiiel 
Major . , . , 



£9 t, d, 

.1875 
. 937 10 
. 468 15 
. 287 10 
. 156 I'O 
. .80.16 
. 67 15 6 



' £. t. A. 

Captain • ' • • • • • 43 10 1 

Lieutenant . •' • . • 25 5 6 

Second Uehteftant and ensign • 22 6i 

Seijeant • . • . .'369 

Corporal ... . . . 2 Hi 

Frivata ...••• i 9 1 



A second Act of Parliament afterwards passed, for gnuoiiog to the g«xri»oa whatever might te 
fidied up from tiie wrecka of the battering-ships ; and those employed in this duty proceeded 
with such success, ibat brass and iron cannon, with otlier articles, were recovei«d to a coo- 
atderabli* value. 

Two divisioas. of 16.0001. and 8000/., have sinee been dUtrlbuted ; the latter of which, it is 
imagined, will be tbelaat. 



THE END. 



London ;— Printed by W. Clowxs and Son, Stamlbrd Street. 



MR. MURRAY'S 
COLONIAL AND HOME LIBRAEY. 



THE main object of this undertaking is to famish the Inhabitants of 
Great Britain and her Colonies with the highest Literature of the day, 
consisting partly of original Works, and partly of new editions of popular 
Publications, at the lowest possible price. It is called for in consequence 
of the Acts which have recently passed the British Parliament for the 
protection of the rights of British authors and publishers, by the rigid and 
entire exclusion of foreign pirated editions. These Acts, if properly 
enforced, will, for the first time, direct into the right channel the demand 
of the Colonies for English Literature : a demand of which our authors 
and publishers have hitherto been deprived by the introduction of piracies 
from the United States, France, and Belgium. In order, therefore, that 
the highly intelligent and educated population of our Colonies may not 
suffer from the withdrawal of their accustomed supplies of books, and 
with a view to obviate the complaint, that a check might in consequence 
be raised to their intellectual advancement, Mr. Murray has determined 
to publish a series of attractive and useful works, by approved authors, 
at a rate which shall place them within reach of the means not only of 
the Colonists, but also of a large portion of the less wealthy classes at 
home, who will thus benefit by the widening of the market for our lite- 
rature : and the * Colonial Library' will consequently be so conducted that 
it may claim to be considered as a ' Library for the Empire.' Owing to 
the very low price placed upon the numbers of this Series, the undertaking 
can succeed only if it meets with strenuous support from the Colonial 
Government at home and abroad, in giving effect to the law, and in sup- 
porting the just rights of British genius, industry, and manufactures, by 
preventing illicit importation of foreign reprints. It is also necessary 
for its progress and success that it be favoured with the patronage of the 
Reading Public in all parts of the British dominions, and the chief aim and 
object of the publisher will be to render it worthy of their countenance. 

Mr. Murray's ' Colonial Library ' will furnish the settler in the back- 
woods of America, and the occupant of the remotest cantonments of our 
Indian dominions, with the resources of recreation and instruction, at a 
moderate price, together with many new books within a short period of their 
appearance in England ; while the student and lover of literature at home, 
who has hitherto been content with the loan of a book from a book-club, 
or has been compelled to wait for its tardy perusal from the shelves of a 



2 MB. MURRAY'S COLONIAL AND HOME LIBRARY. 



circulating library, or perhaps has satisfied his curiosity by the scanty 
extracts in magazines or reviews, may now become possessed of the work 
itself, at a cost little beyond that entailed by either of the methods above 
mentioned. He may at the same time lay np a permanent Library in a 
condensed and portable form. 

The series of Works designed to i^pear in Mr. Murray's 'Colonial 
and Home Library ' will be selected for their acknowledged merit, and 
will be exclusively such as are calculated to please the most extensive 
circles of readers. They will be printed most carefully, in a superior style, 
and on good paper. 

NOS. 1 AMD S. 

BORROWS BIBLE IN SPAIN; 

Oft, THB 

JOmiNE YS, ADVENTURES. AND IMPRISONMENTS OF AN ENGLISHMAN Df AN 
ATTEMPT TO CIRCULATE THE SCRIPTURES IN THE PENINSULA. 

Price 2t. 6d. Mcft ; or bound in cloth, 6s* 
* * Difficulties ! ! irere they to be deterred from proceeding on that aceovnt ? Let them 
look at Mr. Borrow ; why, if he had suflfered himself to be prevented from circolatfaig the 
Bible In Spain by t^e difficulties he met with, he could never have spretd luoh enlighten- 
ment and infonnation through that country." — Sir Robsrt Pjbbi., in the Howe <^ 
Oommonit 



Nofi. 3 TO 6. 

BISHOP HEBER'S JOURNAL IN INDIA. 

Price 2e» iSd. each j or% vole., bound in eMh» I2t* 
*^* * ' Bishop Heber's Journal forms a monument of talent, sufficient, singly and i 
to establish its author in a very high rank of English literature. It is one of the most 
delightful books In the language."— Quarter;^ Review. 

* * We femember Bishop Heber's Journal as one of tiie most perfectly diamiing books we 
ever read ; gentle, tolerant, humane, and full of wisdom ; a religious book in the best 
sense of the word, because full of charity. It is lively without effort, and abounds hi 
Taluable Judgments of men and things, without one harsh, sarcastip, or illibena word. 
We envy those who have it now in their power to read it for the first tims.'^—EMuniner, 



TO BB FOLLOWSD BY 

I. A LIFE OF LORD GLIVE. 
2. LIFE OF CRABBE, THE POET. 



3. THE MANUFACTURING DISTRICTS OF ENGLAND ; 

THEIR CANALS, RAILROADS, MINES, MILLS, AND WOREB. 



4. LIFE OF WILLIAM PITT. 

And other Attracdve Wcrhs^ at mtemU of Om MwOu 



NEW EDITIONS 

OP 

VALUABLE AND STANDARD WORKS, 

FUBUSHID BY 

MR. MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, LONDON. 



HISTORY, 



VIEW OF THE STATE OF EUROPE DURING THE 

MIDDLE AGES. 

By ^BimT Pali^m* Esq. Eighth M4itiim- 9 wis. 8ro, S4«. 

n. 

HISTORY OF ENGLANP, 

From thb Accbsbion of Henry TIL to thk Dkath of Gbobok n. 
By HxNBY Hallah, Esq. Fourth Edition. 2 yols. 8vo, 24«. 

ui. 

LITERARY HISTORY OF EUROPE, 

DURIKO THB FlFTEBNTH, SiZTBBNTH, AND SXVBNTBBNTP CbNTGRIW. 

By Hbnry Hallam, Esq. Second Edition, 3 vols. 8vo, d6#. 

THE POPES OF ROME: 

ThBIR POLITICAIi AND ECCLBSIASTICAI. HlSTORY DURTNO THB l©rH & iTlH CBMTURIBS. 

From the Gennan of Lbofold Rankb. 
TranslAted by Saimib Avsvnr. Seeond Edition. 3 vols. 8vo, .%# . 

V. 

HISTORY OF INDIA, 

THE raNDOO AND MAHOMEDAN PERIODS. 
By the Hon. Mouivtstuart Eiphinbtonb. Second Edition. Map. 2 vols. 8yo, 30«. 

VI. 

COURT OF SPAIN UNDER CHARLES THE SECOND. 

Extracted from the Correspondence of the Hon. Ai.bzandbr Stanhopb, British 

Minister at Madrid from 1890 to 1700. 

By L«bd Mahov, M.P. Second Edition. Poet 6vo. 



MR. MURRAY'S LIST 



HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From fhe Death of Queen Anne to the Reign of George the Second. 
By Lord Mabon. Second Edition. 3 yds. Svo, 36s. 

vni. 

HISTORY OF PAINTING, 

From the Age of Constantino the Great to the Present Time. 

Thr Schoolb or Italy, 

Translated from the German of Koglkb, 

By a Ladt; and Edited, with Notes, by G. L. EAarLAKK, R.A. Poet 8to, 12i, 



BIOGRAPHY. 



LIFE OF SIR SAMUEL ROMILLY, 

WBRTBir BT HiMSKLF ; WTTH HIS LbTTERS AND POLITICAL DlARY, 
EOITBD BY HIS SONS. 

Third Edition. Portrait 2 vols, fcap 8to, 12#. 

LIFE AND VOYAGES OF SIR FRANCIS DRAKE. 

By John Baxrow, Esq. 8to, 14/. 

in. 
LIFE OF EDWARD GIBBON; 

Wrrn Selbctions from his Corrbsfondencb, Slc, and Notbs. 
By Rev. H. H. Milman. Portrait 8vo, 9i. 

LIFE OF LORD BYRON, 

With his Lbttbrs and Journals. 
By Thouas Moorb, Esq. New and Cheaper Edition. Portraits. 8vo, I5s. 

LIFE OF CRABBE, THE POET ; 

With his Letters and Journals. By his Son. Plates, fcap 8vo, 7«* 6d. 

LIFE OF SIR DAVID WILKIE; 

With his Letters, Journals, and Critical Remarks on Works of Art 
During his Tours in France, the Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Germany, Turkey, 
Egypt, and the Holy Land. 
By Allan Gunninoham, Esq. Portrait 3 vols. 8vo, 42#. 

VII. 

LIFE OF ROBERT BURNS. 

By John Gibson Lockhart, Esq. Fourth Edition. Portrait. Fcap 8vo, 6*. 6d. 

VIII. 

LIFE OF THE LATE LORD HILL, 

Commander of thb Forces. 

From Authentic Documents, supplied by his Family and Friends. 

By Rev. Edwin SmNBY. 8vo. (Nearly Ready.) 



OF POPULAR WORKS. 



n. 

LIVES OF GALILEO, TYCHO BRAHE, AND KEPLER, 

THE MARTYRS OF SCIENCE. 

By Sir David Brewster, LL.D., Principal of St. Andrews. 12mo, It. 

z. 

LIFE OF JAMES WATT, 

By M. Araoo. Translated from the French, by J. P. Muirhbad, M.A. 8vo» 8«. 6<I. 



LIFE OF BELISARIUS. 

By Lord Mahon. Map. Svo, 12f. 



RELIGION. 



THE BOOK OF THE CHURCH. 

With Notes, containing References to the Authorities, and an Index. 
By Robert SouTHByr LL.D. Fifth Edition. 8ro, lit. 

It. 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LITURGY AND KITUAL OF 

THE CHURCH; 

Being Sermons and Discourses selected from the Works of eminent Divines who 

lived during the Seventeenth Century. 

By Jambs Broodbn, M. A. 3 vols, post 8vo, 27t. 

m. 

EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY. 

By William Sewbll, B.D., late Professor of Moral Philosophy at Oxford. 
Fcap 8vo, 7». 6(i. 



PARISH SERMONS; 

On the Lessons, the Gospel, or the Epistle, for every Sunday and Principal Festival 

in the Year. 

By the late Bishop Heber. Fifth Edition. 2 vols, post 8vo, I6t. 

V. 

HYMNS FOR THE CHURCH SERVICE. 

Adapted for every Simday in the Year. 
By the late Bishop Heber. Eleventh Edition. 16mo, 2t. 

VI. 

THE NESTORIAN CHRISTIANS, OR LOST TRIBES ; 

With Sketches of Travel in Ooroomia, Koordistan, Ancient Assyria, and Media. 

With niufitrations of Scripture Prophecy, and evidence of their identity 

with the Lost Trihes t>f Israel. 

By AsAHsL Orart, M J). Third Edition. Map. Fcap Svo, Bt. 



MR. MURRAY'S LIST 



PSALMS AND HYMNS FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP, 

Delated and aManged. and adapted to the various Solenmities of the Church. 

By Rev. W. B. Hou.ani>, BLA., Perpetual Curate of Walmer. 

S4ino, cloth. Price 1/. 6d. 

*«* Clergymen wishing to introduce this Selection will have an allowance made them, 

vin. 

EXPLANATION OF THE SACRAMENTS, 

And the oooaaional Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England. 
By A liAny. Pcap 8vo, 5s. 6d. 

ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD'S SUPPER, 

With Directions as to the proper Mode of Receiving it. 
By Rev. P. Sullivan, A.M. 16mo, Is. 



HISTORY OF JOSIAH. 

By the Author of ** Gioson, thc Man or Mighty Valour.** 



Fcap 8vo, As. 6d. 



POETRY. 



LORD BYRON'S POETICAL WORKS. 

With Portrait and Plates. Id vola llmo, 2s. 6d. each. 

LORD BYRON^ POETICAL WORKS. 

With Portrait and View of Newstead Abbey. Complete !n one volume^ 
New and cheaper Edition. Royal 8vo, 15s. 

LORD BYRON'S TALES. 



1. Giaour. 

2. Bridb or Abydos. 

3. Corsair. 

4. Lara. 

5. Sdeob 09 Corinth. 



(POCKST edition.) 

6. Bbppo. 

7. Mazsppa. 

8. ISIAND. 

9. Parisina. 
K). pRtBoNBE or CKtttxm. 



2 vols. 24mo, 5s. ; or separately, 6d. each. 



LORD 



1. Manprbd. 

2. Marimo Falicro. 

3. Heavxn and Earth. 

4. Sardanapalus. 



BYRON'S DRAMAS, 

Cpocicbt jedition.) 

5. Two FOSCAAL 

6. DsrORWRD TR4NWORMBD. 

7. Cain. 

8. Wernbr. 



2 vols. 24inb, 7«' ; or separately at ed. and Is. eacli. 



LORD BYRON'S CHILDE HAROLD. 

(POCKBT EDITION.) 

WithlGngraredlltle-pdige. 24tto,2y.M. 



OP POPULAR WORKS. 



VI.- 

THE POETICAL WORKS OF CEABBE. 

CoMTAjioNo Ths Library, Ths Borough. Parjbh Rcgi8tbr« Tales ov ths Haix, 

ThB YhJiAOB, PoeTHDMOUS TALB^t 

With his Letters and JounialB, By his Son. Plates. 8 vols, fcap 8vo, 40t. 
va. 

BEAUTIES OP THE BRITISH POETS; 

Witr'^Bioobaphicai. and GliincAL Noticbs, and an Essay on English Pobtry. 

By Thomas Oampbbll, Eaq. 

Third and Cheaper Edition. Portrait and Vignette. Royal 8vo, I5t. 

viir. 

PALESTINE, EUROPE, THE RED SEA, 

AND OTHER POBMS. 

By the late Bishop Hbbbr. Second Edition. Portrait Foap 8to, 7f • 6d. 
iz. 

FALL OF JERUSALEM, BELSHAZZAR, MARTYR OF 
ANTIOCH, SAMOR, ANN BOLEYN, 

AND OTHER POEMS. 

By Bey. H. H. MiLMAH. Second Edition. With Notes and Illustrations. 
3 Yols. fcap 8to, 18f . 



POPUUR TRAVELS. 



THE BIBLE IN SPAIN; 

Or, THB JOUHNBYS, AdVBNTURXS, AND ImPRISONUBNTS OP AN EnOLTSHKAN IN Alt 
AtTBMPT to CutCULATB TUB SCRIFTITRBS IN THB PBNINSULA. 

By Gbobob Bobbow, Esq., late Agent to the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Fi/Uenth Thousand. Post 8vo, 6s. 

n. 

LETTERS FROM CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES ; 

Writtbn during a Journby in North Ambrica. 
By John Robbrt Ck>DLBY, Efl^. S yols. post 8to. 

m. 

FOREST SCENES AND INCIDENTS IN THE WILDS OF 
CANADA. 

By Sir Gborgb Hbad. Second Edition. Post8yo,10f. 
rv. 

RAPID JOURNEYS ACROSS THE PAMPAS AND AMONG 
THE ANDES. 

By Sir Framcib B. Hbad, Bart. Third Edition. Post 8yo, 9r. 6d. 



LETTERS FROM MADRAS ; 

Or, First Ivprbbsions op Mannbrs and Bocibty in Indu, during a 

Thrbb Ybarb* Rbsidbncb. 

By a Lady. Post 8vo» 9i. 6d. 
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TI. 

FIFTY DAYS ON BOARD A SLAVE-SHIP 

In thb Mosambiqus Channbx.. 

By ReT. Pabcoa QnMtiWELL Hill, Chaplain of H.M.& CUopMra. With a Map. 

Foap 8to, 3f.6(i. 

▼n. 

MODERN EGYPT AND THEBES : 

Being a DMeription of Bgypt ; including the information required for Trayellers in 

tiSat Country. 

By Sir GABDim WiuoiraoN. Woodcuts and Map. 2 vols. 8to> 42f . 

VIII. 

VISIT TO THE IONIAN ISLANDS, ATHENS, AND 
THE MOREA. 

By Edwabd Oiptard, Esq. With Views. Post 8to, Ut, 
uc 

A BACKWOODSMAN'S ACCOUNT OF UPPER CANADA ; 

Foa TRX Usa ov Emiobamtb. Third Edition, Fcap 8vo, If. M. 



A JOURNEY THROUGH ARABIA PETR^A, MOUNT 

SINAI, TO THE EXCAVATED CITY OF PETRA, 

THE EDOM OF THE PROPHECIES. 

By M. Lbon Dl Labordb. Second Edition, Plates. Svo* 18f. 

XI. 

TRAVELS IN NEW ZEALAND : 

With Contributions to the Geography, Geology, Botany, and Natural History of the 

Islands. 

By EairaflT DnvvnnucH, M.D., Naturalist to the New Zealand Company. 

WithPUtes. 2vo18.8to,24#. 

xif. 

EXCURSIONS IN NEWFOUNDLAND : 

With an Account of the Cod Fishery— Fog Banks— Sealing Expeditions, &c. 
By J. B. Juxas, Esq., Geological Surveyor of Newfoundland. 
With a Map. 2 toIs. Post Syo, 2I«. 

XIIL 

JAPAN IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 

Described firom the Accounts of Recent Dutch Travellers. Post 8vo, 9t. &I. 



JOURNAL OF AN AFFGHAN PRISONER, 

With a Narrative of the Military Operations at Cabul, which ended in the Retreat 

and Destruction of the British Army, January, 1842. 

By Lieut YiNcaNT Eyrx, Bengal Artillery. 

Septnth Thousand. With a Plan of the Cantonments. Post 8to, 12#. 

XV. 

A JOURNAL OF THE DISASTERS IN AFFGHANISTAN. 

By Lady Sals. Eighth Thousand. With Plan. Post 8vo, Us. 
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VOYAGE TO NEW SOUTH WALES 

In an EmoRAMT Ship, with a Rbsidencb in Sydnby and thb Bush, and thb 

ROUTB HOMB BY WAY OF EOYPT AND InOIA. 

By John Hood, Esq. 8vo, lis. 

xvn.' 

BUBBLES FROM THE BRUNNEN OF NASSAU. 

By Sir Francis B. Hbao, Bart. Sixth Edition. 16mo,fi«. 
xviir. 

A HOME TOUR THROUGH ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND 
IRELAND, 

Tab Channbl Islands and thb Islb or Man. 
By Sir Oborob Head. Third Edition. 2 yoIs. post 8vo, X2«. 

XIX. 

A NARRATIVE OF TRAVELS THROUGH INDIA, 

With Notbb upon Cbylon, &c. 
By the late Bishop Hbbbb. Fi/th Edition. S yoIs. post 8yo. 12«. 



ART AND SCIENCE. 



HAND-BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK. 

Being a Complete Guide to every kind of DecorstiYO Needlework, Crochet, EJiitting, 

and Netting, with a brief Historical Account of eadi Art. 

By Hiss liAMBBRT. Third Edition. 115 Woodcuts. Post 8yo, 10«. 6d. 

n. 

MY KNITTING-BOOK. 

Containing Examples selected with the greatest care, and arranged so as to render 

them easy to a noYioe in the Art. 

By Una Lambbrt. Authoress of the ** Hand-book of Needlework." 

Third Edition. Woodcuts. 16mo, Is. 6d. 



CONNEXION OF THE PHYSICAL SCIENCES. 

By Mary Aombryillb. Sixth Edition. Pcap 8yo, 10#. 6d. 

lY. 

FACTS TO ASSIST THE MEMORY IN VARIOUS 
SCIENCES. 

New Edition. Fcap 8yo» 6s. 6d. 



CHEMICAL MANIPULATION; 

Being Instmetiona to Students in Chemistry, on the Methods of performing 

Experiments of Demonstration or Research, with accuracy and success. 

By MwHABf. Faraday, F.B.S. TMrd Edition. 8yo, 18f . 
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AQRr CULT URE. 

I. 

THE FARMER'S ANNUAL ACCOUNT BOOK, 

AftRAKOBD ON NMW AND EASY PbINCIPLKS. 

By the Author of «* British Husbandry." Imperial 4to, 10«. 
n. 

LAND DRAINAGE, SUBSOIL, PLOUGHING, AND 
IRRIGATION. 

By the Author of ** British Husbandry/' Second Edition. 8yo, 2t. 
in. 

THE MUCK MANUAL, FOR THE USE OF FARMERS. 

A FaAGTicAL Trsatibi on raa Ghbmical Natubs and Talub of Aniual and 

VcOXTABUi MANDBM. 

ByF. Falknbr, Esq., and the Author of ** BiunsH Husbandbt.*' 

« Muck is the Mother of Money:* 

FcapSro, 6«.6(i. 



NATURAL PHILOSOPHY- 

■ ♦ ■ ■ 
I. 

ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE MORAL FEELINGS. 

By John Abebcrombib, M.D. Sixth Edition. Fcap 8vo. ff«. 
11. 

ON THE INTELLECTUAL POWERS AND THE 

INVESTIGATION OF TRUTH, 

By John Abbbcbombzb> M.D. Tenth Edition. Post 8yo, price 8f . M, 



NATURAL HISTORY- 



NORTH AMERICAN GEOLOGY; 

With a Joubnai. of a Tocb ik 1941-2. By Chablbs Lyxix, Esq. 
With lUustratioos. 8yo. 



ELEMENTS OF GEOLOGY; 

Ob, im Ancdbst Changes ov thb Eabth akd its Inhabitaicts. 

By Chablbs Lybll, F.O.S. 

Second Edition, WiUi 480 WoodoBts, ^co. 8Y«la. ISmo. 18#. 
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PRINCIPLES OF GEOLOGY; 

Ob, TBS MODBBN CfiANOSS Of THX EAttTH AVD iTB ImiABITANtB. 

By Charles Lybll^ F.G.S. 
Sixth Edition. With 250 Woodcuts, ico. 3 vols. 12mo, 24«. 

IV. 

SCENES & TALES OF COUNTRY LIFE, 

With Recollbctions of Natubal History and Local Bcenbrt. 
By Edward Jsssk, Esq. Woodcuts. Post 8yo, Us. 

V. 

GLEANINGS IN NATURAL HISTORY. 

Witv AKftCdofngfe of tbIb fiAOAcrrv and iKBtutncf of UlNiuals. 

By Edward Jibssx, Esq. 

Fifth Edition. With Woodcuts. Fcap 8yo, 6«. 6<2. 

ri. 

JOURNAL OF A NATURALIST. 

fourth Edition, with Woodcuts, Post 8ro, 9#. 6d. 



SPORTING. 



THE CHASE— THE TURF— AND THE ROAD. 

By NiMKOD. Second Edition, with Plates by Alkbn and Gllbkrt. Post 8yo, 9«. 6d. 

II. 
ART OF DEER-STALKING; 

Illustbatrd by a few Days' Sport in thb Forkst of Atholl. 

By Wilzjam Scrope, F.L.S. Plates by Edwin and Charles Landseer, R.A. 

Second Edition. Royal 8vo, 2;. 2s. 



DAYS AND NIGHTS OF SALMON FISHING IN THE 
TWEED. 

With a short Aceount of the Natural Histoiy and Habits of the Salmon. 
By Wxluam Scbope, F.L.S. 

With niustraUont by Sm David Wilkib, Edwin and Chaalss Landseer, William 

SiMSON, and Edward Cooke, dec. 

Royal 870, 2;. 2s. 



MAXIMS AND HINTS ON ANGLING, CHESS, SHOOTING, 

AND OTHER MATTERS. 
By Richard Pbnn, F.R.S. Stdond Edition. With 24 Flatea Foap8yo,fi«. 
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V. 

SALMONIA ; oe, THE DAYS OF FLY-FISHING. 

By the late Sim Humphbt Dity. Fourth Edition. Fcap 870, lit. 

VI. 

THE MOOR AND THE LOCH ; 

WiiH PftAcnCAi. Hnm osr Hiobulkd Sports, Ain> thb Habitb op ths Dzftkhxht 

Crkatdrxb of Gamb and Prey ; 

With Instructions in Rirer, Bum, and Loch Fishing. 

By John CoLQUHOCM, Esq. Second Edition. Plates. 8vo,9s.6d. 



RURAL AND DOMESTIC ECONOMY. 



I. 

FARMING FOR LADIES; 

Or, INSTRUCTIONS FOR REARING ALL SORTS OP DOMESTIC POULTRY: 

Together with the best mode of Managing the Dairy and Piggery, and useful 

Hints on the Rural Economy of Small Families. 

By the Author of " British Husbandry." Woodcuts. Foap Syo, 9t, 

n. 

GARDENING FOR LADIES. 

With Practical Instructions and Directions for every Month in the Year ; and a 

Calendar of Operations. 

By Mrs. Loudon. Sixth Edition. Woodcuts. Foap 8yo, 6«. 

in. 

MODERN BOTANY FOR LADIES. 

A PoPUULR Introduction to the Natural System and Classipication of Plantb. 
By Mrs. Loudon. With 150 Woodcuts. Fcap8yo,8f. 



NEW SYSTEM OF DOMESTIC COOKERY, ^ 

Suited to the present advanced state of the Art, but founded upon principles of 

economy and practical knowledge, and adapted to the use of Private Families. 

By Mrs. Rundsll. 

2%e 67<A Edition^ improved bp the addition o/900 new Reeeipti» and a Chapter on 

Indian Cookery. By the late Emma Robbrts. Fcap 8vo, 6f. 

*iti* ^ ^^ Work more than 310,000 copies have been ioUU 



NEW FAMILY RECEIPT-BOOK; 

A Collection of a Thousand valuable Receipts in various Branches 

of Domestic Economy. 

New Edition. Fcap Bvo, 5t. 6d. 
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WORKS OF AMUSEMENT & INSTRUCTION, 

ADAPTED FOR YOUNG PERSONS. 



MRS. MARKHAM'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

From the First Xnyasion by the Romans, to the end of the Reign of 

William thb Fourth. 

Tenth Edition, with Woodcuts. 2_vols. 12mo, I2s. 

IT. 

MRS. MARKHAM'S HISTORY OF FRANCE, 

From the Conquest of Gaul by Julius Cjesar, to the Reign of Louis-Philippx. 
Fi^ Edition, with Woodcuts. 2 vols. 12mo, 12#. 

III. 

BERTHA'S JOURNAL 

DURING A VISIT TO HER UNCLE IN ENGLAND. 

Comprising a Varixty of iivtbrkotino and amubino Information. 

Fi/ih Edition* 12mo, 7<> 6d. 

IV. 

PHILOSOPHY IN SPORT MADE SCIENCE IN EARNEST ; 

Or Natural Philosophy explained by the aid of the ordinary Toys and 

Sports of Youth. 

Fifth Edition. With 100 Woodcuts. Fcap 8vo, 8*. 

V. 

THE JEWESS: 

A TALE, FROM THE SHORES OF THE BALTIC. 
ByaLAOY. Second Edition, With Portrait. Fcap 8yo, 4«> 6d. 



PUSS IN BOOTS. 

Suited to the Tastes of LrrrLs and Grown Children. By Otto Spbcktkr, the 
German Artist. With 12 Illustrations. Small 4to, 7«> 6d. 

Vll. 

STORIES FROM THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

FOR CHILDREN. 
Thirteenth Edition. 18mo, 3t. 

Vlll. 

ELEMENTS OF GEOGRAPHY FOR CHILDREN. 

By* the Author of *< Stories for Children.'* 
Third Edition. 12mo, 2t. 
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GOSPEL STORIES; 

1 Attempt to lender the chief Events of the Life of Oun Satiour intelligible 
to YooDg Ohildren. 
Second Edition, 18mo, 3t. 6d. 



LITTLE ARTHUR'S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

By the kite Lady CAhunrt. 
Sixth EdUion, With Woodcuts, 18mo, 3#. 



YEAR BOOK OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

Abranoxo for xrxRY Month. 
By Bfrs. Loudon. With 40 Woodcuts. 18mo, 4f . 

xn. 

HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR ; 

With Sketches of Nelson, Wellington, and Napoleon. 
18mo, 2r. 6d. 

zm. 
SENTENCES FROM THE PROVERBS, 

In English, French, Italian, and German. 

Arranged vor the Daily Use of Young Persons. 

By a Lady. ]6mo, Zt. 6d. 



SCHOOL BOOKS. 



I. 

INTRODUCTIONS TO THE STUDY OF THE GREEK 
CLASSIC POETS, 

By Henry Nelson Coleridge, M. A. Second Edition. Fcap 8yo, 7*- 6d, 
n. 

PUBLIC & PRIVATE LIFE OF THE ANCIENT GREEKS. 

Translated from the GerxnAn of HsintY Ha«e. Fcap 8yo, fif . 6d. 
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GREEK VERBS, THEIR FORMATIONS, IRREGULARITIES, 
AND DEFECTS. 

By A. N. Carmichakl, Classical Master of the Edinburgh Academy. Post 9vo» 6i. 6d. 



MATTHIiE'S SHORTER GREEK GRAMMAR. 

TnuiBlatod by Blomfieia. 

Seventh Edition, revieed, by Edwards. 12mo, 3e. 

GRiEC^ GRAMMATIQje\uDIMENTA IN USUM 
SCHQLARUM. 

JVUk Edition* indudliig the Syntax. 12mo,fif. 



GRiEC^ GRAMMATICS RUDIMENTA IN USUM 

SCHOLARUM. 

Pars posterior, give Spntaxie. ISmo, 2*, 

vn. 
RUDIMENTA GRiECA MINORA IN USUM SCHOLARUM. 

Editio altera ad disciplinam Etonenaem acoommodata. ISmo, U. 6d. 

Tin. 
LATIN-S; GRAMMATICS RUDIMENTA. 

12mo, 3s. dd. 

This Grammar is intended to serve also as an Engltsh Latin Grammar and a 
Latin Exxrcibx Book ; and being based on that enjoined by the Royal Founder of 
BO many noted Grammar Schools in England, and many of his Successors, is called 
Kino Edward Ylth's Latin Grammar. 

It is pitted in the same size as the Grjbos GnAMMATiciE Rudihbnta, to which 
references are made throughout the volume. 



ENGLISH NOTES FOR LATIN ELEGIACS; 

Designed for early proficients in the Art of Latin Versification, with Prefatory 
Rules of Composition in Elegiac Metre. By the Rev. W. Oxrnham, M.A., Second 
Master of Harrow StOiooL 12mo, 4f . 



GRAMMAR OF THE GERMAN LANGUAGE, 

For Begimiers as well as the more advanced Learner. By G. M. Hxilnbr. 12mo, lOf. 



16 



MR. HURRAY'S UST OF POPUIiAB WORKS. 



MB. MURRAY'S 

HAND-BOOKS FOR TRAVELLERS. 



I 



tbe 

THE IONIAN ISLANDS, GREECE, TURKEY, ASIA MINOR, 

AND CONSTANTINOPLE. With Maps. Po6t8yo»Ifi#. 

Modem Wgypt and Thebes. 

BEING A DESCRIPTION OF EGYPT, THEBES, & OTHER 

PLACEa With Directiona for Travellero. By Sir Oaronxr Wilkinsok. 
With Map. S volB. 8vo, 42«. 

VorUieni Xtaly. 

STATES OF SARDINIA, GENOA, THE RIVIERA, VENICE, 

LOMBABDY, AND TUSCANY. WitWMap. PostSro, ]2«. 

Central Xtalj and Borne. 

THE PAPAL STATES, AND THE CITIES OF ETRURIA. 

With Map. PostSvo, 15r. 

Italy. 

GUIDE TO SCHOOLS OF ART AND COLLECTIONS OF 

PAINTINGS ON THE CONTINENT. Italy— Prom the Age of 
Constantine the Great to the Present Time. From the German of KuGun. 
Po8t8ro,]2«. 

Bpalii. 

ANDALUSIA, GRANADA, CATALONIA, &c. With Maps. 

2 vols, post 8vo. {Nearly Ready.) 

rranoe and tbe Pyrenees. 

NORMANDY, BRITTANY ; THE RIVERS LOIRE, SEINE, 

RHONE, and GARONNE ; the FRENCH ALPS, DAUPHINE, PRO- 
VENCE, and the PYRENEES. With 5 Maps. Post 8vo, 12«. 

Switzerland- 

THE ALPS OF SAVOY AND PIEDMONT. With Map. 

Post 8ro, lOt, 

Vortbem Germany. 

HOLLAND, BELGIUM, PRUSSIA, and the RHINE to SWI' 

ZERLAND. With Map. PoBt8vo,12<. 

Sontbem Germany. 

BAVARIA, AUSTRIA, TYROL, SALZBURG, STYRIA ; AUS- 
TRIAN and BAVARIAN ALPS; the DANUBE, from ULM to the 
BLACK SEA. With Map. Post 8vo, 10s. 

Vortbem Bnrope. 

DENMARK, NORWAY, SWEDEN, AND RUSSIA. 

Maps and Plans. Post 8vo, Us, 



With 
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